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Flat6Lahs and DisruptAD launch EGP 900m ‘lgnite’ accelerator
program to further entrepreneurship opportunities

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Mohamed Shawky

Flat6Labs, MENA’s leading seed investor and
the largest manager of startup programs in
the region, has partnered with DisruptAD,
one of the region’s largest venture platforms,
to launch Ignite, a new start-up accelerator
in Abu Dhabi that will support early stage
companies with EGP 500 million in funding
and other benefits including office space and
mentorship.

As a key player in Egypt’s entrepreneurship
ecosystem, Flat6Labs has supported several
startups in Egypt in the crucial stages of
their business life cycle. Over the past three
years, the firm has invested a total of EGP
70 million in 62 startups and trained more

than 500 founders across seven cycles. The
support has helped startups to expand their
horizons to raise over EGP 145 million in
follow-on funding and create more than
1,000 direct jobs. The program will run over
a three-year period, investing in 20 startups
every year. Applications for the first cycle
will be open until 30th of April 2021, offer-
ing participating companies the opportunity
to benefit from a seed investment worth up
to EGP 2.4 million together with follow-on
funding of up to EGP 7.6 million. Startups
will also receive tailored support designed
to help them effectively scale and grow their
businesses to become regional champions
and ultimately global champions.

As part of the Ignite program, startups will

benefit from opportunities for regional ex-
posure and world-class mentorship through
Flat6Labs’ international connections and
top-tier coaching. These companies will also
enjoy access to DisruptAD’s network and

resources. The program will organize Flat-
6Labs Demo Days, support fundraising and
business buildout, and ultimately offer the
full spectrum of support needed for start-
ups to thrive and flourish in Abu Dhabi.

Ramez El-Serafy, FlatéLabs CEO, com-
mented: “We are delighted to partner with
DisruptAD for the launch of this three-year
program. Flat6Labs’ presence in Abu Dhabi
opens up exciting new possibilities, not
only for this program but for the long-term
evolution of Abu Dhabi as a global start-up
destination. Together, we will harness our
accumulated knowledge and experience to
better serve the entrepreneurial ecosystem
and create unique opportunities for promis-
ing startups.”

~
Organizations should

celebrate work-life balance,
not burnout

Bu: Sena Erten

L

(—Head of People for Market Area Middle

East and Africa

For decades Ericsson has been working on creat-
ing the environments that make people come and
stay, a culture that does not celebrate burnout, and
truly puts people first. But as the pandemic contin-
ues to alter the way we work, many of us find our-
selves in a situation where our home is our work,
and our work is our home, and the added strain
of global uncertainty during these times has defi-
nitely caused some to pour themselves into work,
check emails at the dinner table and lose the very
valuable concept of work-life balance. For some,
working from home has led to a feeling of being
constantly on-call. As employers, where do we
draw the line, and do we even need to?

The answer is quite simply, yes. Organizations

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed El Kholy

Avaya (NYSE: AVYA), aleader in customer
experience solutions in the Middle East
and Africa, has expanded the availability
of its Avaya OneCloudTM CCaa$S contact
center solution into forty countriesl, in-
cluding Egypt. With this expanded avail-
ability, Avaya is providing local organiza-
tions with digital capabilities that better
connect customers and employees across
any touchpoint, modality, device, and

channel. Avaya OneCloud CCaaS is a key
part of the Al-powered Avaya OneCloud
experience platform that includes CCaaS,
UCaaS and CPaa$, and which completely
redefines how organizations empower an
on-demand workforce to deliver optimal
experiences for today’s “everything cus-
tomer” Avaya OneCloud CCaaS gives
businesses in Egypt the power to: o Con-
nect digital touchpoints throughout the
entire customer journey — from email,
messaging, chat, social, and the ability for

organizations to Bring Your Own Channel
(BYOC) Intelligently match customers with
the best employees based on business rules, h_-
internal and external context and desired
business outcomes. Quickly and easily
layer-on innovative cloud technologies to
deliver the exact experience that provides
their customers more options, faster re-
sponses, and a more personalized approach
“With OneCloud CCaa$, Avaya is combin-
ing expanded digital capabilities with a full-
range of deployment options across public.

have a responsibility to ensure that their people
not only don’t need to be constantly on-call, but
also know that they don’t need to be constantly
on-call and understand that this behavior will not
be rewarded. Cultures that focus on people un-
derstand that employees are human, with require-
ments and responsibilities outside of their work-
life, and a good company culture should be able to
transition quite seamlessly from a physical office
to a virtual one.

Organizations need to realize there is so much for
them to gain from encouraging a work-life bal-

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Ahmed

Ericsson has established the Ericsson Open
Lab, a new space to collaborate and innovate
with leading Ericsson Cloud RAN customers
and ecosystem partners to drive virtualized
5G Radio Access Networks (RAN) technolo-
gies.

Ericsson Open Lab is accessible virtually to
customers globally. It is co-located with the
company’s Cloud RAN expertise at Ericsson’s
R&D site in Ottawa. The company will sup-
port these activities from its locations around
the world.

Ericsson Open Lab enables fast and interac-
tive collaboration that delivers innovation to
complement existing RAN solutions. Erics-
son Open Lab also aims to help service pro-
viders pursue and realize new deployment
and 5G use case scenarios, as well as create
opportunities to increase automation and
reduce manual intervention. The lab offers
space to further explore Open RAN technol-
ogies, including aspects such as virtualiza-
tion, management, and orchestration.
Ericsson Open Lab collaboration is not lim-
ited to Ericsson cloud-native infrastructure

New Ericsson Opien Lahto drive network virtualization technologies
Ericsson Open Lab has a glohal focus on innovating virtualized 56 Radio Access Networks technologies

technology and RAN software advancements
on commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) servers
and acceleration hardware. It will also seek
to foster greater cooperation in areas such as
machine learning, network automation and
optimization with communications service
providers and industry partners. These ser-
vice providers include KDDI, Ooredoo, Or-
ange, Softbank Corp, Turkcell and ecosystem
partners such as Intel, NVIDIA, Red Hat and
Wind River. Additional customers and part-
ners will be engaged as Cloud RAN network
requirements evolve, enabling new collab-
orative activities in the Open Lab.

Fredrik Jejdling, Executive Vice President
and Head of Business Area Networks, Eric-
sson, says: “Open technology underpins the
modern mobile miracle, which connects
more than eight billion devices today with
one set of global operating standards. With
Ericsson Open Lab, we invite our custom-
ers and partners to co-create and bring new
cloud innovations to 5G.

“We have created this collaboration to de-
velop architectures and common operating
standards that complement existing 5G ready
technology. This initiative will help to test

the limits of 5G connectivity, working closely
with operators and enterprise customers
globally, as the industry continues to adopt
more open architectures.”

Ericsson Open Lab features the latest indus-
try cloud native technology supported by
collaboration and virtual meeting applica-
tions. This will deliver engaging, dynamic,
and interactive collaboration experiences for
virtual users.

Toshikazu Yokai, Executive Officer, Chief
Director of Mobile Technology, KDDI, says:

“KDDI is committed to continuous network

innovation and the creation of new technolo-
gies to bring superior performance to our us-
ers. Working with Ericsson in the Open Lab
will enable our design and engineering teams
to collaborate in real-time and co-develop
new virtualized RAN technologies to accel-
erate the intelligence and agility of our 5G
networks”
Arnaud Vamparys, Senior Vice President,
Radio Networks at Orange, says: “In the
Open RAN journey, interoperability, cloudi-
fication and automation are key topics for
Orange. The collaboration with Ericsson, as
part of the Open Lab initiative, is allowing us
to explore new flexible and innovative tech-
nologies like Cloud RAN on COTS hardware
for mobile network evolution.”
Ryuji Wakikawa, Vice President, Head of Ad-
vanced Technology Division, SoftBank Corp.,
says: “SoftBank is actively working with
global ecosystem partners to realize virtual-
ized RAN technologies. We look forward to
our continued collaboration with Ericsson
and its Open Lab to accelerate the innova-
tion of building the most advanced mobile
infrastructure”

ance for their employees. When employees feel a
greater sense of control and ownership over their
own lives, they tend to have better relationships
with management. Balanced employees tend to
feel less stressed out and more motivated at work,
increasing company productivity, and reducing
conflicts among coworkers and management.
Companies who have a reputation for encourag-
ing work-life balance have become very attractive
to talent and are able to draw a valuable candidate
pool for new openings. These companies also tend
to enjoy higher employee retention rates, which
results in less time-consuming training, more loy-
alty, and a higher degree of in-house expertise.

At Ericsson we've placed work life balance at the
top of our agenda globally across our organiza-
tion, particularly as the Covid-19 pandemic put
additional pressures on our people and disrupted
their lives. We've provided them access to wellness
programs, facilitated speakers on topics ranging
from coping with stress to meditation and have
ensured that we provide them with a health-con-
scious work environment. But most importantly,
we've listened, we've ensured that we provide an
environment where our people can speak up and
feel heard.

We've seen study after study demonstrate that em-
ployees who have a good work-life balance simply
do a better job, so promoting this balance isn’t
only a moral responsibility for any organization
looking out for its people, it’s also a great business
decision.

— —

By : Basel Khaled - Saber Mohamed

realme, the fastest-growing
smartphone and AI prod-
ucts brand worldwide, has
successfully passed TUV
Rheinland’s comprehensive
product reliability, qual-
ity, and safety assessment.
realme has been granted
the highest certificate of re-
liability for smartphones in
the world.

The company has under-
gone the German organizations eight-month extensive quality testing
of products. The tests also include determining product threshold to
sudden falls, dust, extremely hot and cold temperatures, electric volt-
age fluctuation, and heavy phone usage. realme is the world’s first brand
to acquire an inclusive certificate of quality assurance from TUV Rhe-
inland. The certificate covers all components of the smartphone. TUV
Rheinland, on the other hand, is known for being one of the biggest and
most prestigious quality assurance organizations. Moreover, it relies on
testing every part and component of the phone thoroughly, thus, en-
suring that each product up to the ultimate quality standards. realme
hosted a live virtual event to announce and celebrate the new certificate.
Didson Pereira, product Expert at TUV Rheinland, has illustrated that
the major cooperation between realme and TUV Rheinland, over the
past year, has contributed to conducting a new generation of quality
standards.Undergoing the eight-month testing phase meant having to
pass 23 main tests, including 10 possible scenarios in daily usage set-
tings; sudden falls, manufacturing defects. From his side, Mahmoud
Taha, realme Egypt spokesperson and Head of Marketing, announced
his company’s current ranking, fourth on a local market scale, with an
increasing market share of 13.2 percent. According to a report issued by
globally-renowned IDC, a Market analysis & intelligence platform. The
report entailed realme’s performance in 2020. Taha has reassured the
company’s strategy of combining practicality and technology. realme
aspires to present smart and durable products that can support state-of-
the-art Al technology. Therefore, providing our loyal users with a more
luxurious experience at competitive prices, especially to our key targets,
the youth. Taha added that one of the pillars of realme’s global strategy
is to test its products in more than 130 settings and 200 realistic sce-
narios to completely assure the products’ quality before releasing them
to the market. In addition, realme has conducted more than 10,000 sur-
veys to comprehend the needs and preferences of its users.

realme TUVRheintanc

8 months
Joint R&D

The Saudi Company “FO0DICS” participates at
Cafex and Hotelier Exhibition 2021

By : Nahla Ahmed —Mohamed El Kholy

“FOODICS” The leading Saudi technical solu-
tions provider for food industry in the Arab
world, has announced today its participation
in Cafex and Hotelier. In its seventh round,
the exhibition offers supplies, equipment and
services to Cafes, Restaurants and Hotels
under the auspices of the Ministry of Youth
and Sports. The exhibition takes place on
April 1 - 3 in Egypt International Exhibitions
Center -new Cairo. FOODICS’ cloud-based
restaurant management system is available in
many languages; Arabic, English and French
for the middle East Region covering Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.
The company delivers a range of restaurants
management applications, including FOOD-
ICS POS (cashier) application, waiter’s digi-
tal menu, kitchen display system, inventory
management, call center management, ana-
lytics and reports.

Mohamed Ayman - Country Manager at

cOOoDICS

4

FOODICS Said “The Egyptian market has
particular importance in our future strategy,
which will be reflected in our implementa-
tion plans during the coming period. Our first
participation in Cafex and Hotelier exhibition
2021 is a step towards defining the needs and
requirements for restaurants and food facili-
ties in Egypt to enhance our presence and de-
liver the best of breed solutions and applica-
tions and discuss ways of cooperation with all
relevant economic entities and authorities to
raise FOODICS Brand awareness and share
our success stories that played a major role in
our local and regional achievements”

Advanced threat actors engaged in cyheres-
pionage up their game in new campaign

By : Nahla Ahmed - Saber Mohamed

In June 2020, Kaspersky researchers un-
covered an advanced cyberespionage cam-
paign targeting entities in the government
and military sector in Vietnam. The final
payload is a remote administration tool
that provides full control over the infected
device. Further analysis suggested that this
campaign was conducted by a group re-
lated to Cycldek, a Chinese-speaking threat
group active since at least 2013, and it rep-
resents a major step up in terms of sophis-
tication.

Chinese-speaking often

threat actors

share their techniques and methodologies
with each other, which makes it easier for
Kaspersky researchers to hunt for advanced
persistent threat (APT) activity related to
such well-known cyberespionage groups
as LuckyMouse, HoneyMyte, and Cycldek.
That’s why, when they saw one of their most
well-known tactics—“the DLL side-loading
triad”—targeting government and military
entities in Vietnam, they immediately took
notice.

DLL, or dynamic-link libraries, are pieces of
code meant to be used by other programs
on a computer.

OPPO and Marvel Announce the 0PPO Reno% Marvel
Edition, the Utimate Smartphone for all Marvel Fans

By : Bakinam Khaled - Nahla Makled

OPPO today announced the new OPPO Reno5
Marvel Edition smartphone developed in collab-
oration with Marvel. The new phone builds upon
the stunning design and technical strengths of
OPPO Reno5 by fusing characters and other el-
ements from Marvel’s The Avengers series into
every aspect of the phone to create a must- /
have item for Marvel fans around the world.
The design of the OPPO Reno5 Marvel Edi-
tion draws much of its inspiration from the
Quantum Suits worn by The Avengers in
the movie Avengers: Endgame. Featuring
a combination of black, gray, silver and
red colors, the design of the phone is in-
stantly recognizable to any Marvel fan.
In the center of the phone’s back cas-
ing, eyes will immediately be drawn
to the round A’ logo, which com-
bines two iconic Marvel elements
The Avengers logo and Captain Amer-
ica’s shield. Created using a Fresnel Lens
Process, the ‘A’ logo is smooth and glossy
to touch but appears textured and three-
dimensional when viewed from different
angles. Besides, the back of the phone is de-
signed around the letter ‘X, taking its inspiration from

the logo of Black Widow. The X’ effect is made using a combination of
two different materials, the textured finish creates a unique feel to the
phone reminiscent of the high-tech suits worn by The Avengers.

The silver sides of the phone have been created through an electroplat-
ing process, with a black stripe in the middle revealed through laser-
etching. A red embellishment around the button adds a further touch
of Marvel inspiration, making the phone easily recognizable to Marvel
fans from all angles. On the front side of the phone is a 6.4-inch 90Hz
AMOLED screen providing users with a clear and immersive viewing
experience. Combined with the phone’s light weight and thin depth, at
171g and 7.8mm respectively, the OPPO Reno5 Marvel Edition brings
the excitement of the Marvel Universe to the Reno5 series without sac-
rificing the light and comfortable experience that users have come to
expect from the Reno brand. The OPPO Reno5 Marvel Edition car-
ries its Marvel influence far beyond the phone’s external appearance.
When starting up the OPPO Reno5 Marvel Edition, users will be im-
mediately transported into the Marvel Universe as the Avengers logo
greets them during the start-up animation.
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The Minister of Communications is discussing with Danish companies:

B —,

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Basel Khaled

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology, met with
a number of Danish digital technology com-
panies during an interactive session via video
conference to discuss cooperation opportuni-
ties and strengthen partnerships between the
two countries in the field of digital technolo-
gies, and the development of the information
technology market in Egypt and Denmark.

The session was organized by the Danish
Commercial Council of the Danish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs; In the presence of Skand
Oling, Ambassador of Denmark in Cairo, and
Eng. Amr Mahfouz, CEO of the Information
Technology Industry Development Authority.
And during the meeting; Dr. Amr Talaat re-
viewed the axes of Egypts digital strategy
and the stages of their implementation. He
explained that the number of digitized gov-
ernment services will reach 200 by the end of
this year, provided that all digitization work
for government services will be completed by
2022; He called on Danish companies to pres-
ent their experiences and cooperation with
Egypt in the field of digital transformation.

During his speech, the minister said to the
technological capacity building efforts in

Egypt: Explaining the cooperation opportu-
nities that can be achieved with Danish aca-
demic institutions in digital specializations.
Pointing out to the establishment of the Misr
University for Informatics and the technologi-
cal specializations it offers to its prospective
students.

Dr. Amr Talaat emphasized the state’s interest
in building a strong data-based industry in
which modern technologies are indigenized.
Explaining the efforts made in this regard by
providing specialized technical training to
build technological capabilities in the fields
of artificial intelligence, data science and the
Internet of things, and issuing a law on pro-
tecting personal data to support the Egyptian
data industry, which is supported by strong
infrastructure and optical fiber cables that
pass through Egyptian lands and waters.

The minister stressed Egypt’s keenness to cre-
ate an attractive environment for investment.
He explained that the communications and
information technology sector is one of the
promising sectors in light of the state’s drive
towards building a strong digital economy As
the sector is witnessing continuous growth
and succeeded in achieving high performance
rates at the economic level during the last fis-
cal year compared to the 2017/2018 fiscal year;

The growth rate has increased from 14.1% to
15.2% and is expected to reach 16% in the
current fiscal year, and the size of the sector’s
GDP increased from 80.1 billion pounds to
107.7 billion pounds, and its contribution to
the state’s GDP increased from 3.2% to 4.4%.
%; Digital exports rose from 3.2 billion dollars
to 4.1 billion dollars.

Dr. Amr Talaat praised the diversity of the
Danish companies ’business and its excellence
in various technical fields, which provides op-
portunities for cooperation and promising

partnership.

On his part, Sopand Oling, the Ambassador
of Denmark in Cairo, indicated in his speech
that Denmark has experience in the field of
digital transformation, and is attractive to the
data industry in Europe. The ambassador af-
firmed that the Egyptian telecommunications
and information technology sector enjoys
continuous positive growth and serves all sec-
tors of the state. It is also an attractive sector
for investments, and this matter supports the
desired cooperation opportunities in develop-

ing business and applying modern technolo-
gies between the two countries.

Eng. Amr Mahfouz, CEO of the Information
Technology Industry Development Authority,
reviewed the investment opportunities avail-
able in the field of Egyptian communications
and information technology, confirming that
the technology services export industry has
grown by 12% this year, referring to the pro-
grams and initiatives provided by the author-
ity to develop the capabilities of the industry,
the human cadres and the skills they require,
as well as Investment incentives in the Egyp-
tian communications and information tech-
nology sector.

During the dialogue that took place between
the minister and the Danish companies, the
companies expressed their desire to work with
their counterparts in Egypt, to be present in
the Egyptian market and to serve various digi-
tal transformation activities.

Dr. Amr Talaat met with the Danish ambas-
sador last January. Where it was agreed on
ways to enhance cooperation between the two
sides by organizing a virtual video conference
between the Minister and representatives of
Danish companies to discuss partnership op-
portunities in various fields related to com-
munications and information technology.

Egyntian Tech Startups to Show off and Hang out with 10 Global UCS and Investors

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed Shawky

The Information Technology Industry De-
velopment Agency (ITIDA) has launched
today the ‘Hangout with VCs” conference.
The virtual event is held in collaboration
with “The Next Web’; a Financial Times
company, focused on new technology and
startups, with a well-established global
network of investors and VCs.

The event is designed to match ready-to-
fund Egyptian startups with global inves-
tors and venture capital funds. A total of
25 Egyptian pre-selected startups have the
chance to pitch their ideas and business
plans with 10 of the global investors, VCs,
and business accelerators who are actively
looking for the next investments.

In an efficient format and virtually de-

Uber brings together MENA industry ex-
perts in discussion on data protection
and responsible innovation

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed Shawky

Uber hosted the second edition of its Ignite series, bringing to-
gether industry experts to discuss how organisations can strike
the balance between innovation and consumer protection
when it comes to data. The event saw the panelists engage in
collaborative conversation and explore tangible solutions

to enhance data security in the region. The discussion

was moderated by Uttara Sivaram, Global Head of Privacy

and Security Public Policy at Uber, who hosted panelists in-
cluding Sam Tayan, Head of MENAP at Zoom; Marwa Fatafta,
MENA Policy Manager at Access Now; and Bahaa Othman,
Head of Information Security and Compliance at Fawry.
“Consumers around the world want to better understand how their
data is being used and protected, increasingly asking whether they

can trust companies and governments with their information,” said Ut-

tara Sivaram, Global Head of Policy & Security at Uber. “Discussions like
today’s, led by business and policy experts, demonstrate that cross-sector
collaboration has the potential to empower consumers when it comes to
their data while supporting technological advancement in the MENA region.”
Consumers are seeking more control over their data and increasingly require
transparency from businesses to explicitly on how their data is used.

receives $100M growth investment from FFL Partners
Velocity Global acquires iWorkGlobal to accelerate
remote work and global expansion platform

By : Basel Khaled — Nahla Makled

Velocity Global, the leading provider of glob-
al expansion solutions, today announced its
acquisition of iWorkGlobal, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Gary D. Nelson and Associates,
and a $100 million growth investment from
private equity firm FFL Partners. The com-
bined company, under the Velocity Global
name, creates the largest U.S. domestic and
global Employer of Record (EoR) and accel-
erates the future of remote work for compa-
nies around the world.

The investment from FFL Partners, a firm
focused on growth investments in middle
market companies, will also be deployed by
Velocity Global to support additional stra-
tegic acquisitions, technology development,
and to further expand the company’s global
footprint.

“This strategic acquisition combines scale
and expertise in a single platform for com-
panies to employ top talent in another state
or another country, quickly and compliantly,”

signed backstages, a number of sideline
meetings will follow between VCs and se-
lected innovative tech startups, availing an
easy access and close unique opportunity
for the startups founders to showcase their
path of growth and success.

The VCs list includes Draper Bl from
Spain, STV from KSA, Piton Capital from
London, SOSV from China, Prosus Ven-

N

itelligence | NTT DATA Business Solutions, one of SAP’s largest partners globally,
which generated annual sales of some 1.072 billion euros in calendar year 2020 with
SAP-centric consulting, managed and co-innovation services, will operate under the
new company name NTT DATA Business Solutions AG as of April 01, 2021. The pre-
vious separate branding will be transformed to match the NTT DATA branding. The
rebranding of the company forms part of a major global growth and branding initiative
conducted by NTT DATA.
NTT DATA Business Solutions AG will remain a stand-alone company with headquarters
in Bielefeld, Germany. With more than 10,000 employees worldwide, the NTT DATA
Business Solutions group will operate in the market independently. Headed by CEO
Norbert Rotter, the executive board and management will continue their responsibili-
ties as before. All contracts with customers, partners and service providers associated
with the group will stay valid.
“Together with NTT DATA, one of the globally most successful IT service providers,
we are opening a new chapter in our corporate history today,” says Norbert Rotter,
CEO NTT DATA Business Solutions, “that will further increase our visibility. At the
same time, our main focus remains on being the globally leading SAP partner and
reseller to the SME sector. With the power of NTT DATA, we will make further
inroads into the large enterprise market as well. I am sure that the well-respected
NTT DATA brand will help us to be more successful and well-known worldwide.
We will also attract more high potentials to start their international career at NTT
DATA Business Solutions.”

7 Velocity Global

said Ben Wright, Velocity Global founder
and CEO. “We welcome the iWorkGlobal
team, its clients, supported employees, and
partners to the Velocity Global family at an
inflection point for companies as we exit a
pandemic that fundamentally removed the
worker from the workplace.”

“At iWorkGlobal, we viewed ourselves as a
strategic partner to our clients and this out-
look aligns with the ‘People First’ brand of
Velocity Global,” said Jeff Phelps, iWorkGlob-
al co-founder and CEO. “Combining our
strengths allows us to deliver complementary
expertise, capabilities, and new geographies
to clients and their supported employees in
the U.S. and around the globe”

tures and World Startup Factory from the
Netherlands, Silicon Badia and Dash Ven-
tures from Jordan, Global Ventures and
Access Bridge Ventures from Dubai.

“We are excited to organize such an event
for the first time in the MEA region with
TNW to jointly help and support some
of our local innovative startups at a time
when there is a pressing global demand
for innovative tech solutions to be able to
thrive during the global pandemic”; ITIDA
CEO, Amr Mahfouz said. Mahfouz high-
lighted that Egypt is becoming the fastest-
growing startup ecosystem in the region
with a new generation of entrepreneurs, of-
fering globally competitive technological
solutions. Egypt has recently ranked high
in reports from Gartner, Startup Genome
and Deloitte.

NTT DATA Business Solutions will oper-
ate as NTT DATA Business Solutions

By ; Bakinam Khaled - Adel Farig
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The family-friendly YouTube
Kids app arrives to the Mid-
die East & North Africa

By : Nahla Makled - Adel Farig

YouTube announced today the launch of YouTube
Kids in Arabic in 15 countries across the Middle
East and North Africa. YouTube Kids makes it
easier for families to find videos that children en-
joy, while offering parents easy to use tools to cus-
tomise their family’s experience. Created for chil-
dren under 13 and with families in mind, YouTube
Kids is a standalone app that hosts a range of con-
tent to help families support their children’s ex-
ploration and curiosity. Children can learn about
new topics and be entertained through channels
and playlists organized into categories including
Learning & Hobbies, Arts & Crafts, YouTubers
& Family Vloggers, Music & Dance, Toys & Play
and more. YouTube Kids offers a range of easy to
use parental controls so that every family can have
the experience that is right for them. Some of the
helpful features are: Individualised profiles: This
allows parents to create separate profiles for their
children.

As part of its plan to enhance performance in the
coming period and apply the digital transformation
system in line with Egypt’s vision, ACT, the leading

international market, appointed a new CEO. After
careful consideration, ACT announced the selec-
tion of Engineer Sameh Al-Mallah,

board of directors headed by Has-
sanein Tawfiq.

ACT Chairman, expressed his hap-

for this position. “I am very proud
that El-Mallah has assumed this vi-
tal leadership role at this important
time, especially after the company’s

Sameh Al-Mallah appointed as ACT CEQ of the company

By ; Bakinam Khaled - Mohamed Shawky growth rates doubled and the size of its operations

increased in different sectors. El-Mallah was one of

olutions company in the Egyptian and

y by the company’s

Commenting on
Mr. Hassanein Tawfig,

El- Mallah’s selection

the leaders who helped to advance many companies,
which is demonstrated by his achievements over
the past years. I am confident that he will lead the
growth of ACT in Egypt in a growing and rapid in-
dustry. He will definitely instigate change, which was
proven due to his track record, technological insight

and strategic management experience,’
he said. He continued that El-Mallah’s
expertise will contribute to the com-
pany’s development and leadership in
the field of providing technological
solutions. He expressed his confidence
that the coming period will witness a
surge in performance that will enable
it to maintain the company’s position
that it has enjoyed since its establish-
ment in 1988.

Advanced threat actors engaged in cyheres-
pionage up their game in new campaign

By : Nahla Ahmed - Saber Mohamed

In June 2020, Kaspersky researchers uncovered an advanced cy-

tion tool that provides

berespionage campaign targeting entities in the government and
military sector in Vietnam. The final payload is a remote administra-

full control over the infected device. Further

analysis suggested that this campaign was conducted by a group related
to Cycldek, a Chinese-speaking threat group active since at least 2013,
and it represents a major step up in terms of sophistication.

Chinese-speaking threat actors often share their techniques and methodolo-

gies with each other, which makes it easier for Kaspersky researchers to hunt
for advanced persistent threat (APT) activity related to such well-known cy-
berespionage groups as LuckyMouse, HoneyMyte, and Cycldek. That’s why,
when they saw one of their most well-known tactics—“the DLL side-
loading triad”—targeting government and military entities in Vietnam,

they immediately took notice.

DLL, or dynamic-link libraries, are pieces of code meant to be used
by other programs on a computer. In DLL side-loading, a legiti-
mately signed file (such as from Microsoft Outlook) is tricked
into loading a malicious DLL, allowing the attackers to bypass
security products. In this recently discovered campaign, the

DLL side-loading infection chain executes a shellcode that
decrypts the final payload: a remote access Trojan Kasper-

sky named, “FoundCore” that gives the attackers full

control over the infected device.

By : Nahla Ahmed - Mohamed Shawky

With the holy month of Ramadan just
around the corner, Huawei Mobile Services
invites users to turn their smartphones into
a powerful asset to help manage habits and
increase productivity. HUAWEI AppGal-
lery, a leading application marketplace, has

inspiration, strength, and tools for the holy
month.

Across categories such as food and grocery,
fitness and health, productivity, and enter-

halal restaurants wherever they may be..

local supermarkets.

compiled a list of the top five applications |
that bring accessible digital assistance for |

Get Ramadan-ready with these 5 apps on
HUAWEI AppGallery

r_ 3 vmusiim ‘

0 Double your s

" Hasanat in Ramadan '
“

tainment, these apps available on HUAWEI AppGallery can help users find information and
assistance, and stay engaged and productive during Ramadan.

Vmuslim: This application is a one-stop-shop for all your Ramadan needs. With over 3 million
downloads, Vmuslim provides users with precise prayer timings, an accurate ‘Azan’ call to
prayer, the Holy Qurlan translated into Arabic, English, and French, and recitations by more
than 30 sheikhs. This application will also help users find their way to the nearest mosque and

InstaShop: Looking for last minute groceries or supplies before iftar? With InstaShop, your
groceries are only a few clicks away. This application delivers to your doorstep in UAE, Bah-
rain, Egypt, and Lebanon, taking just 30 to 60 minutes to deliver from a variety of chain and
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