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In the presence of the Ministers of Local Development and Communications:

Launch of the “Public Shops Licenses’’ service via the Egypt Digital Platform to

provide a database of governorates...and a 50% reduction in fees

By: Mohamed Essam

Dr. Manal Awad, Minister of Local Development
and Environment, and Eng. Raafat Hindi, Minister
of Communications and Information Technology,
announced the official launch of the “Public Shops
Licenses” service via the Egypt Digital Platform
using the “Digital Treasury” system. This initiative
is a partnership between the Ministries of Local
Development, Environment, Communications and
Information Technology, and Planning and Economic
Development, aiming to facilitate procedures for
owners of public shops.

This announcement was made during the launch
ceremony held at the Ministry of Local Development
and Environment headquarters in the New
Administrative Capital. The ceremony was attended
by Major General Mahmoud Shaarawy, Chairman
of the Local Administration Committee in the House
of Representatives; Dr. Mohamed Attia El-Fayoumi,
Deputy Chairman of the Committee; several members
of the House of Representatives; Ahmed El-Wakil,
Chairman of the Federation of Egyptian Chambers
of Commerce; representatives of various chambers
of commerce; Dr. Tarek El-Houby, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the National Food Safety

Authority; and representatives and leaders from the
Ministries of Local Development, Environment,
Communications, and Planning, as well as members
of the Supreme Committee for Public Shops and
Chambers of Commerce.

At the beginning of her speech, the Minister of Local
Development welcomed the ministers, members
of parliament, media representatives, journalists,
representatives of chambers of commerce, and all
participants in this important event, which marks the
culmination of cooperation and integration among
state institutions in launching the public establishment
licensing service through the “Digital Egypt” platform.
This new step reflects the vision and directives of the
political leadership towards digital transformation,
improving the investment climate, and facilitating
services for citizens.

Dr. Manal Awad pointed out that the Supreme
Committee for Public Establishment Licensing has,
since its establishment, undertaken the responsibility
of organizing the system, standardizing procedures,
and removing obstacles, leading to a more efficient,
transparent, and equitable system. The Minister
thanked the former ministers, who chaired the
Supreme Committee, for their diligent efforts in this

system.

The Minister of Local Development and Environment
added that today we are building upon the fruits of
those efforts to move to a new phase based on full
digital transformation, electronic connectivity, and
streamlined payment procedures. This will save time
and effort, expedite processes, and enhance trust in
government services. The Minister called on all public
establishments and investors to utilize this advanced
platform, which was primarily designed to provide
a secure and efficient framework for regulating and
facilitating their operations.

For his part, Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of

Communications and Information Technology,
expressed his pleasure at participating in the
conference to announce the launch of the shop
licensing service via the Egypt Digital Platform using
the digital treasury. He emphasized that this step
embodies the success of cooperation and integration
among state institutions in leveraging the public
digital infrastructure to develop government services.
The Minister of Communications and Information
Technology explained that the Ministry has focused in
recent years on building the public digital infrastructure
and the enablers of digital transformation, considering
them the true foundation for the digital transformation
journey. He stressed that digital transformation is not
achieved simply by making services available digitally,
but rather through a cohesive digital government that
relies on an integrated system allowing for secure and
reliable data exchange. In this context, the Ministry
has worked on developing an integrated system
that includes the government digital transformation
platform, digital identity, electronic signature, and
the digital vault, as the essential enablers of a modern
digital government.

Engineer Raafat Hindi emphasized that the Digital
Egypt platform has become the unified national

platform for providing digital government services.
It offers more than 240 digital services to citizens
and the business sector, and is used by more than 12
million users, reflecting the growing confidence in
digital services and the state’s success in building its
integrated system.

The Minister added that, as part of completing this
system, the state has successfully connected 105
government entities through the government digital
transformation platform and enabled integration with
more than 100 government databases. This allows for
the real-time and secure exchange of data according
to the highest standards of cybersecurity and data
governance.

The Minister of Communications and Information
Technology pointed out that the addition of the “digital
vault” as a new enabler represents the beginning of
a new phase in the digital transformation journey. It
allows for the handling of government documents
and records in a digital format, enabling citizens to
store, use, and exchange them digitally. The minister
reviewed the seeds of this success, noting that the
Egypt Digital Platform had already begun providing
its services based on the digital treasury.

The National Bank of Egypt in collaboration with Mastercard launch

e& Business and Horizon Egypt Partner to Build an Integrated Digital Ecosystem for SA’ADA

USD Corporate Debit Card for seamless cross-horder payments

By : Islam Tawfik

The National Bank of Egypt, in collaboration
with Mastercard, has announced the
launch of the USD Corporate
Debit Card, a breakthrough
solution designed to empower
Egyptian businesses - from
large corporates to small and
medium enterprises (SMEs)
with seamless access to global
commerce.

Soha El Turky, Deputy
CEO at NBE, stated that the
collaboration with Mastercard
marks a significant milestone in NBE’s
ongoing commitment to empowering
Egyptian businesses. Through this strategic
alliance, we are equipping both SMEs and
large corporates with innovative payment
solutions  that simplify  cross-border

mastercard. the

transactions and enable secure, seamless
USD payments to international suppliers,
service providers, and digital platforms.
She added that the collaboration positions
businesses to  participate
more fully in the global
economy, unlock new
growth  opportunities, and
compete with  confidence
internationally. At the
same time, it supports
advancement of

Egypt’s digital payments

infrastructure, enabling
seamless cross-border commerce and
international payments. This contributes to
a more connected and efficient payments
ecosystem that drives sustainable growth,
improves  business  operations, and
strengthens the resilience of enterprises

across the country.

Mohamed Assem, country manager
for Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon and Syria at
Mastercard, added: “At Mastercard, we
believe that inclusive, borderless commerce
is the foundation of sustainable economic
growth. Our collaboration with NBE reflects
our shared commitment to equipping
businesses with the tools they need to
thrive in a digital-first economy. Through
our secure global payments infrastructure,
we are enabling businesses to trade with
confidence and thrive beyond borders.”
The USD Corporate Debit Card is now
available through NBE branches across
Egypt, providing businesses with immediate
access to secure, USD-denominated
payments backed by Mastercard’s global
network and NBE’s trusted banking
expertise.

By : Bakinam Khaled

e& Business, the enterprise arm of e&
Egypt and a leading provider of digital
transformation and connectivity solutions,
has signed a strategic partnership agreement
with Horizon Egypt Developments to design
and implement the project’s advanced
digital infrastructure and smart connectivity
ecosystem for SA’ADA New Cairo. The
partnership includes Triple Play services,
high-performance fiber-optic networks, and
Internet of Things (IoT) solutions, creating a
unified digital operating environment from
the earliest stages of development through
full project operation.

The signing ceremony was attended by Eng.
Hazem Metwally, Chief Executive Officer
of e& Egypt, and His Excellency Sheikh
Abdullah bin Majid bin Saeed bin Rashid
Al Nuaimi, General manager of Ajman
Citizens Affairs Office and Chairman of
Horizon Egypt for Touristic Developments.
The agreement was signed by Mr. Sherif

El Khouly, Chief Business Officer of e&
Egypt, and Mr. Ibrahim Beshir, Board
Member at Horizon Egypt Developments,
in the presence of senior executives from
both companies.

The partnership reflects the strategic
depth of the longstanding Egyptian-
UAE relationship,
bringing  together  e&
Business’s  regional  and
international expertise
in telecommunications ¥
and digital technologies
with  Horizon = Egypt’s
development vision, backed
by Emirati expertise, to establish a scalable
smart digital model that can be replicated
across future developments in Egypt and
regional markets.

Sherif El Khouly, Chief Business Officer
of e& Egypt, said: “The true value of
technology in real estate is not achieved
by adding standalone digital services after

a project is completed, but by building a
unified digital foundation that seamlessly
connects connectivity, operations, and data
from day one. Through this partnership,
we are leveraging e& Egypt expertise
in networks, IoT, and digital platforms
to enable a more efficient and scalable
real estate operating model,
empowering developers to
proactively manage their assets
while delivering residents a
% secure, reliable, and future-
ready digital experience.”
Dr. Abdel Hady El Qasaby,
Board Member of Horizon
Egypt Developments, stated: “Horizon
Egypt Developments is guided by a strategic
vision and a shared Egyptian Emirati legacy
aimed at setting new, sustainable standards
in urban development. From this standpoint,
we view technology as a fundamental pillar
in driving operational efficiency and long-
term investment value.

Backed by $50 Million Investment:
Egyptian Startup “Simplex” Opens New CNC
Manufacturing Plant in 10th of Ramadan City

By : Wael Magdy

Egyptian tech startup Simplex, a specialist in assembling and
manufacturing Computer Numerical Control (CNC) machinery,
officially inaugurated its latest industrial expansion in 10th of
Ramadan City. Spanning 40,000 square meters with an investment
of $50 million, the inauguration was attended by high-level
officials, diplomats, and prominent figures from the financial and
business communities.

The ceremony brought His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Kouchouk,
Minister of Finance; and a lot of investors; alongside elite
international ~partners, diplomats, and senior government
representatives. They were received by the co-founders of Simplex,
Eng. Ahmed Shaaban and Eng. Mohamed Mansour.

During the event, Simplex unveiled its latest state-of-the-art CNC
machinery. Following a presentation detailing the company’s
achievements and vision, the machine was officially launched with
the affixing of the “Proudly Made in Egypt” badge, signaling the
commencement of active production on the new line.

Aligning with its regional growth strategy, Simplex signed new
partnership and agency agreements in both the Jordan and Kuwait,
reflecting the accelerating footprint of Egyptian engineering
products and solutions in Arab markets.

Demonstrating sustainable growth and investment appeal, guests
also participated in laying the foundation stone for the company’s
third manufacturing plant, reinforcing Simplex’s commitment to
long-term expansion and national economic support.

Ahmed Shaaban, Founder & Chairman of Simplex, stated: «This
celebration stands as a testament to what Egyptian youth can
accomplish when given the opportunity and support. Simplex began
as a graduation project and has evolved into an enterprise exporting
to 34 countries, proving that Egyptian industrial innovation can
compete on the global stage».

Mohamed Mansour, Co-founder & Chief Commercial Officer of
Simplex, added: «Our vision is to become a major player in the
global CNC machinery manufacturing industry. This expansion
marks a significant milestone toward that goal, empowering us to
meet rising demand and strengthen our international presence».

Silicon Waha Launches the Sixth Edition of “Waha Connect” at Borg EI Arah New City Technology

By : Bakinam Khaled

Silicon Waha for Technological Areas
Investment and Management today
launched the sixth edition of “Waha

Connect” at Borg El Arab New City
Technology Park, bringing together a
distinguished group of leaders from the
ICT sector, government representatives,
universities and academic institutions,
industry executives, entrepreneurs,
innovators, as well as talented young
professionals and  students.

The event welcomed a distinguished lineup
of senior officials and prominent figures,
led by HE. Eng. Ayman Ibrahim Attia,
Governor of Alexandria; Prof. Mohamed
Morsi El Gohary, President of Borg El Arab
Technological University; Prof. Mohamed
Rashad, Chairman of the General Authority
for Scientific Research and Technological
Applications; Prof. Eng. Hesham Saudi,
Chairman of the Alexandria Engineers
Syndicate; Eng. Magdy El Taher, Chairman
of Rubex Factory; Dr. Marian Amir Azer,
Former Member of the Egyptian Parliament
and Board Member of the National Council

for Women and the Financial Regulatory
Authority; Counselor Salwa Abdelkader,
Attorney before the Court of Cassation
and the Supreme Administrative Court,
Member of the National Council for Women
— Alexandria Branch, and Chairwoman
of El Gedar El Mateen Association for
Community Development; in addition to
representatives of the National Council
for Women, Dr. Nevine Gharib, Dean
of the Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria
University, and Dr. Adel Mostafa, Lecturer
at the Department of Painting and General
Coordinator of the Faculty of Fine Arts
Exhibition at Waha Connect.

The guests were welcomed by Dr. Adel
Danesh, Chairman of Silicon Waha, and Mr.
Hashem Mansi, Chief Executive Officer,
reflecting the company’s commitment
to expanding dialogue on the future of
technology and innovation while creating
an inclusive platform that brings together
key stakeholders to transform ideas into
impactful solutions and projects.

The sixth edition of Waha Connect comes
as part of Silicon Waha’s vision to transform

technology parks into integrated platforms
for innovation and growth. Beyond
providing advanced digital infrastructure,
the company seeks to build a collaborative
ecosystem that connects government
entities, the private sector, academic
institutions, young talents, entrepreneurs,
and innovators to accelerate Egypt’s
digital transformation and strengthen its
knowledge-based  economy.

Through this edition, Waha Connect
reaffirms that innovation does not emerge
in isolation. Rather, it flourishes when
technology intersects with industry,
creativity, education, and entrepreneurship,
creating an environment where ideas, talent,
and opportunities can converge and generate
tangible economic and social value.

Dr. Adel Danesh, Chairman of Silicon
Waha, stated that Waha Connect embodies
the company’s vision of building a
comprehensive innovation ecosystem that
extends beyond developing technology park
infrastructure to creating an environment
that connects all stakeholders within the
digital economy.

OMODA 05 SHS-H Set to Bring New Hybrid Driving Experience to the UAE

By : Bakinam Khaled

Building on its rapid growth in the UAE
and the success of its Super Hybrid System
(SHS) technology, OMODA & JAECOO
is preparing to further strengthen its
electrified vehicle portfolio with the launch
of the OMODA O5 SHS-H this September.
The latest addition to the brand’s hybrid
family combines fuel efficiency, strong
performance, advanced safety and
contemporary crossover styling, offering
UAE motorists a practical solution for

everyday driving and long-distance travel
alike.

The O5 SHS-H will join OMODA &
JAECOO’s expanding SHS-H product
line-up, which includes the upcoming
OMODA 04, O5 SHS-H and O7,
alongside the JAECOO J5 and JAECOO
J7 SHS, reinforcing the company’s
commitment to offering a comprehensive
range of intelligent hybrid vehicles
tailored to the evolving needs of UAE
customers.

Powered by OMODA & JAECOO'’s
latest Super Hybrid System, the OS5
SHS-H has been engineered to deliver
an ideal balance between performance
and efficiency. At its core is a dedicated
1.5-litre turbocharged hybrid engine with
an industry-leading thermal efficiency of
44.5%, paired with a dedicated hybrid
transmission and  high-performance
battery system to maximise energy
utilisation while maintaining responsive
driving dynamics.

UAE FinTech Companies ‘Seizing the
Opportunity’ of Agentic AI to Solve More
Complex Business Problems, say Experts

By : Rasha Hagag

As Agentic Al rapidly moves from pilot to production, FinTech
organisations must establish the engineering practices needed to
build safe agentic systems at scale if they are to succeed in the
highly competitive sector, according to experts at a recent event at
the FinTech Hive, DIFC Innovation Hub.The event, ‘From Pilot
to Production: Building the Foundations for Agentic Al in MENA
FinTech’, brought together leaders from JetBrains MENA, Tabby, and
Google for Developers. Speakers tackled the foundational challenges
of deploying agentic Al at scale, focusing on modern engineering
workflows, rigorous evaluations and testing, and navigating the critical
transition from passive developer assistance to supervised autonomy.
The discussion comes as the UAE continues to strengthen its position
as a global leader in Al adoption, backed by ambitious government
frameworks accelerating the deployment of new technologies across
public and private sectors. The momentum is already visible on
the ground: according to the most recent Dubai Financial Services
Authority’s Al survey, more than half of authorised firms within DIFC
are already using Al - up from one-third the previous year - with
generative Al adoption nearly tripling over the same period.

As financial institutions embrace increasingly autonomous Al
capabilities, leaders agreed that success will depend not only on the
sophistication of Al models. It requires a robust foundation of developer
tooling, mature software infrastructure, and - most critically - retaining
human-in-the-loop control as the absolute bottleneck of Al expansion.
Nadia Rinsky, Head of MENA GTM, JetBrains, commented: “The
UAE FinTech sector is uniquely positioned to benefit from progressive
regulation and a thriving ecosystem, but as we scale agentic Al, we must
confront a fundamental reality: accountability cannot be delegated to
amachine, because Al has nothing to lose. When production breaks in
a critical financial system, the human developer still gets the call. For
JetBrains, the real progress isn’t just about cheap code generation; it’s
about code control. The developer’s role is shifting toward directing,
supervising, and verifying teams of intelligent agents. Our focus is
providing the professional tools that act as an immune system against
Al-generated complexity, ensuring engineers can confidently sign off
on the code they merge.”

ESET Research discovers vulnerable UEFI
shims undermining devices’ Secure Boot

The discovered shims come from various

vulnerable shims can have on UEFI

By : Wael Magdy

Globe partners with e& to strengthen
international voice services

@ Giobe &&

global technology leader such as e& enables

By : Sarah NourEldeen

ESET  researchers  discovered 11
vulnerable UEFI shim bootloaders signed
by Microsoft that allow attackers to
bypass UEFI Secure Boot by exploiting
decade-old vulnerabilities. UEFI shim
bootloaders are tiny bits of code designed
to bridge the gap between motherboard
UEFI firmware and an operating system.
The vulnerable shims, at versions 0.9 and
below, can be used to bypass UEFI Secure
Boot on any UEFI-based machine that
trusts the Microsoft Corporation UEFI CA
2011 third-party UEFI certificate authority
(CA) certificate, regardless of the installed
operating system. Reported shims can
be exploited to execute untrusted code
during system boot, enabling attackers to
deploy malicious UEFI bootkits even on
systems with UEFI Secure Boot enabled.
ESET reported findings to CERT/CC; the
vulnerable UEFI applications were then
revoked.

tools or software packages, including PC-
diagnostic software, Linux distributions,
and  other  UEFI-based utilities.
Importantly, exploitation is not limited to
systems with the affected software or OS
installed, as attackers can bring their own
copy of the vulnerable shims to any UEFI
system with the Microsoft third-party
UEFI certificate enrolled.

“What makes these old shims dangerous
is not a novel vulnerability; it’s that no
new vulnerability is needed to bypass
UEFI Secure Boot. An attacker needs
no complicated exploitation primitives
— only a copy of an old, still-trusted,
but unrevoked shim binary and a basic
understanding of how UEFI shims work.
That is enough to bypass such an essential
security feature as UEFI Secure Boot,says
ESET researcher Martin Smolar, who
discovered the vulnerable shims.

To understand the impact that such

Secure Boot-protected systems, in the
report we examine a few specific issues in
the reported shims KX issues that are easily
exploitable and that highlight the breadth
of the attack surface they expose X adds
Smoldr.

Over the years, the UEFI shim bootloader
has naturally evolved, with new
improvements and security features
introduced in successive releases of the
upstream UEFI shim repository. At the
same time, many third-party vendors
have taken available versions of the shim
source code to build their own binaries,
which they subsequently submitted to
Microsoft for signing. This behavior is
expected and aligns with the original
design of shims. However, insufficient
attention has been given to revoking
outdated Microsoft-signed shims, many
of which can, by design, be leveraged to
bypass newer security mechanisms.

Introduces real-time traffic monitoring
with Al-enabled fraud detection, intelligent
routing and global carrier security
capabilities

e& Carrier & Wholesale Services (C&WS),
the international wholesale arm of global
technology group e&, and Globe, the
leading telecommunications operator in the
Philippines, today announced a strategic
partnership for the management of Globe’s
international voice traffic.

Under the agreement, e& will become
Globe’s preferred international —voice
partner, providing global operators with a
secure, resilient and high-quality gateway
for voice traffic destined for the Globe
network.

Nabil Baccouche, Group Chief Carrier
& Wholesale Officer, e&, said: “This
agreement brings together Globe’s market
reach with our international voice network,
routing expertise and security capabilities. It

Ceremonial Signing for
International Voice Partnorship

¥

(=]

will provide carrier partners with a secure
and efficient route to the Globe network,
supported by real-time monitoring and Al-
enabled fraud detection. As international
voice requirements continue to evolve, we
will help Globe strengthen service quality,
protect traffic and support future growth.”
Darius Delgado, Chief Commercial Officer
of Globe, said: “This partnership with e&
represents a significant step in strengthening
Globe’s international voice business. As the
industry continues to evolve, working with a

us to enhance service quality, strengthen
fraud protection and deliver greater value to
our international carrier partners. Together,
we are building a more secure, resilient and
future-ready international voice ecosystem.”
The service will draw on e&’s voice
security capabilities, including a voice
firewall, Al-enabled fraud prevention, real-
time traffic monitoring, advanced analytics
and SIM-box detection. These capabilities
will support revenue assurance, protect
traffic integrity and help reduce fraud across
international voice routes.

By combining Globe’s reach in the
Philippine market with e&’s global carrier
network and wholesale expertise, the
partnership will provide international
operators with a streamlined route to
the Globe network. Carrier partners will
benefit from intelligent routing, greater
traffic visibility and consistent service
management through e&.
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