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During his meeting with members of the Digital Transformation Committee at the “ACC:

Hindi : 270 digital government services are avallable through the Digital Egypt plattorm, and we aim to reach 430 services

By: Islam Tawfik

Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, discussed with
members of the Digital Transformation Committee
at the American Chamber of Commerce in Cairo the
priorities for the next phase in the communications
and information technology sector, in addition to
exploring mechanisms for creating a stimulating
investment environment to attract more investments
to the sector.

The meeting addressed the efforts exerted by the
Ministry of Communications to accelerate the
adoption of artificial intelligence technologies, digital
infrastructure  development projects, expansion
of data centers and cloud computing, creating a
supportive regulatory and investment environment,
and preparing specialized digital talent.

During the meeting, Engineer Raafat Hindi emphasized
that the work of the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology includes five main pillars:
digital transformation, technology localization and
job creation, digital infrastructure, building digital

capabilities, and legislation and governance. Digital
Identity

He explained that, within the framework of the digital
transformation initiative, the Ministry continues to
expand the availability of digital government services
through the Digital Egypt platform, which currently
includes 242 services, with a target of exceeding
270 services by the end of this year and reaching
approximately 450 services by 2030. The digital
identity has also been issued, and the use of electronic
signatures is being expanded, in parallel with the
completion of the automation of government entities
to enhance performance efficiency, improve the
business environment, and attract investments.

He added that the focus on localizing technology and
creating job opportunities rests on three main pillars.
The first is the outsourcing industry and the export of
digital services, with outsourcing exports reaching
approximately $5.2 billion in 2025, and a target of
increasing this to $8 billion by 2028. The second
pillar relates to localizing the electronics industry,
particularly mobile phones, where production
increased from 3 million mobile devices in 2024 to 10

m11110n by the end of 2025, with a target of exceedmg
15 million devices this year and reaching a production
capacity of 30 million devices by 2028, while
increasing the local component ratio to approximately
45%.

He pointed out that the third pillar is artificial
intelligence, which receives significant attention
from the Ministry. He explained that Egypt launched
the second edition of the National Strategy for
Artificial Intelligence in early 2025, and the Applied
Innovation Center developed the large-scale linguistic
model “Karnak,” in addition to developing practical
applications in the fields of health, agriculture, and
education.

Regarding the digital infrastructure axis, Engineer

Raafat Hindi explained that a new frequency band
was made available to mobile operators last February.
He added that work is underway to expand mobile
network coverage, increase the deployment of 5G
services, and expand fiber optic networks. He noted
that fiber optic cables have been laid to more than 1,250
villages as part of the presidential initiative “Decent
Life.” He further stated that the Ministry is working
with relevant authorities to develop a national strategy
for data centers, considering them a fundamental
component of digital sovereignty, given the growing
interest from local and international investors in this
sector. He emphasized that cybersecurity is a top
priority for the Ministry, alongside the expansion of
artificial intelligence and data-driven reliance.

Engineer Raafat Hindi added that the Ministry is
implementing an integrated system for developing
competencies through a range of initiatives, most
notably the Digital Generations of Egypt program, the
Information Technology Institute (ITI) and National
Telecommunications Institute (NTI) programs,
the WE Applied Technology School, and Egypt
University of Informatics. He indicated that the next
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phase will focus on improving the quality of training,
advanced training, and developing specialized skills
to meet the needs of the labor market. He added that
the Ministry is working on developing the legislative
framework regulating the communications and
information technology sector, and is keen to actively
participate in discussions at international forums, thus
enhancing Egypt’s international leadership in the field
of communications and information technology.
He explained that the growth rate of the
communications and information technology sector
reached 20.3% during the third quarter of the last
fiscal year, registering the highest growth rate in the
sector, while the sector’s contribution to the GDP
reached approximately 6%, with a target of reaching
8% by 2030.

Members of the American Chamber of Commerce
in Cairo emphasized the importance of strengthening
ongoing cooperation and coordination between the
Ministry, the Digital Transformation Committee of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Cairo, and the
private sector to support digital transformation while
preserving the requirements of digital sovereignty.

National Center of Meteorology Receives
International Award for AI Technology that
Enhances Satellite Image Accuracy

By : Wael Magdy

The National Center of Meteorology (NCM) has been awarded the
Innovate for Impact Use Case Winner Certificate at the Al for Good
Global Summit, organized by the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) in Geneva, in recognition of its VIIRS LEO-SEVIRI
GEO Satellite Super-Resolution technology.This capability builds
on research conducted under the fifth cycle of the UAE Research
Program for Rain Enhancement Science (UAEREP) through the
project “Identification of Clouds’ Microphysical Seedability in an
Actionable Manner,” led by Prof. Daniel Rosenfeld of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in collaboration with the Mohamed bin
Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence (MBZUALI).

Using advanced artificial intelligence, the technology enhances
the resolution of geostationary satellite imagery by combining
the frequent observations of geostationary satellites with the
higher spatial detail of low Earth orbit satellite data. This enables
the generation of high-resolution satellite imagery at 15-minute
intervals to support more accurate weather monitoring, forecasting,
and operational decision-making

His Excellency Dr. Abdulla Al Mandous, President of the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Chairman
of the National Center of Meteorology (NCM), said: “This
recognition reflects the impact of the integrated research and
innovation ecosystem established by NCM through the UAE
Research Program for Rain Enhancement Science and its close
collaboration with leading academic and research institutions.
The development of this cutting-edge satellite imaging capability
demonstrates how strategic investment in scientific research and
artificial intelligence can be translated into practical solutions that
strengthen meteorological services and address emerging weather
and climate challenges. This achievement also underscores the
UAE’s continued commitment to advancing scientific innovation,
fostering international collaboration, and contributing to global
efforts aimed at enhancing weather and climate resilience for the
benefit of communities worldwide.”

For her part, Alya Al Mazrouei, Director of the UAE Research
Program for Rain Enhancement Science and Director of the
Research and Weather Enhancement Department at NCM, said:
“The recognition of this satellite super-resolution capability
highlights the value of translating research outcomes into advanced
operational technologies that can strengthen meteorological
services and support future advances in rain enhancement science.

for the First Time, Leads in Every Mobile Network Test Category:
Vodafone Egypt Earns umlaut “Best in Test” for Fixed and
Mobile Network for the Fourth Consecutive Year

By : Bakinam Khaled

Vodafone Egypt has once again secured
top honours in the latest independent
benchmarking report by umlaut, earning
the “Best in Test” certification for both its
Mobile and Fixed broadband networks in
Egypt for the assessment period between
November 2025 and May 2026. Having
been recognised in 2025 as Egypt’s most
reliable network, Vodafone Egypt now
leads in every test category for Mobile
networks, reflecting Vodafone’s long-term
commitment to building and continuously
enhancing Egypt’s digital infrastructure,
ensuring customers benefit from the
country’s strongest connectivity.
Reflecting the scale of this recognition,
Vodafone Egypt ranked first across
all seven Mobile Network -categories
evaluated by umlaut: Reliability,
Broadband Coverage, User Download
Speed, User Upload Speed, Latency, Voice
Stability. Its leadership extended to Fixed
Broadband connectivity as well, where,
besides the Best Fixed Broadband award,
it obtained the highest rankings for Fixed
Network Reliability, User Download
Speed, and Latency.

The results for umlaut’s assessment
are based on over 95 million samples
collected independently from real end
users, offering objective validation of
performance under real-world conditions,
across the full connectivity experience,
where Egyptians live, work, learn, and
connect.

This recognition reflects Vodafone Egypt’s
network leadership built on decades of
sustained investment, strategic planning,
innovation, and operational excellence.
Since beginning operations in 1998,

& Al % Al for Good
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Vodafone Egypt has invested more
than EGP 125 billion in building and
modernizing its network infrastructure,
with a further EGP 20 bn committed
during FY 2026/27 to continue expanding
coverage, enhancing network capabilities,
and scaling the technologies required to
meet future demand.

Building on this sustained commitment,
Vodafone Egypt’s investment strategy
spans spectrum, fiber, mobile and fixed
infrastructure, 5G, cloud technologies,
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, data
centers, and advanced digital platforms.
The company has also continued to attract
and develop leading industry talent,
combining engineering expertise, data-
driven decision-making, and advanced
operational practices to continuously
improve its network and customer
experience.

“Leading every mobile network test
category evaluated by umlaut for the first
time, while also achieving the highest
ranking for our Fixed broadband network,
is a defining validation of our long-term
technology strategy. The results reflect
decades of disciplined investment,

continuous modernization, operational
excellence, and the expertise of our teams.
Our focus extends beyond delivering the
strongest network performance today. We
are continuing our efforts in building the
secure, resilient, and intelligent digital
foundation that more than 55 m Egyptians,

i businesses, and government entities will

increasingly depend upon. Our continued
investments in spectrum, 5G, fiber,
cloud, cybersecurity, Al, and data center
infrastructure are not only strengthening
network performance today, but they
are also creating the digital foundations
that will enable Egypt’s next generation
of innovation, economic growth and
digital transformation.” remarked Catalin
Buliga, Technology Director at Vodafone

Egypt.
Yet Vodafone Egypt’s focus extends
beyond the performant customers

experience today. Egypt’s next era of
growth will be defined not by connectivity
alone, but by what is built upon it; the
data, the cloud, and the intelligence that
will increasingly be hosted within the
region. As the country advances toward
its ambition of becoming a regional digital
hub, that foundation must be not only fast
and far-reaching, but resilient and trusted.
It is for this reason that Vodafone Egypt
has built one of the most comprehensive
portfolios of independent, internationally
recognized security certifications in the

regional  telecommunications  sector,
spanning its cloud infrastructure, its
financial services platform, and the

organization as a whole, ensuring the
network is qualified to carry the next
generation of digital services on which an
economy can grow with confidence.

Fawry Signs Strategic Partnership with Crystal
Mind to Deliver Integrated Digital Payment
Solutions Across Their Point-of-Sale Systems

By ; Mohamed Essam

Fawry, Egypt’s leading fintech company, and Crystal Mind, a specialist
in enterprise software development and business management
solutions, have announced the signing of a strategic partnership
through Crystal Pay, the specialized digital payments arm of Crystal
Mind. The partnership aims to deliver a fully integrated technology
solution that directly connects Fawry’s payment acceptance point-
of-sale (POS) system with Crystal Mind’s POS system, enabling
businesses and merchants to manage sales transactions and accept
digital payments through a unified and more efficient operating
platform.

The new solution leverages the integration of Fawry’s POS system
with Crystal Mind’s POS system to enable the automatic and secure
transfer of transaction data between the POS system and Fawry’s
payment terminals. This solution
eliminates human errors associated
with manual data entry, simplifies daily
financial auditing and reconciliation,
and significantly enhances overall
operational efficiency by updating
transaction statuses in real-time
within the system and generating a
synchronized financial record.
This integrated solution targets a wide
range of business sectors, including hospitality, retail chains, and
hypermarkets. It accelerates sales and checkout processes, improves
operational efficiency, and simplifies collection and reconciliation
procedures, ultimately delivering a superior customer experience.
Furthermore, it provides businesses with a reliable, flexible, and
scalable solution that caters to various business sizes and supports
organizations in their transition toward adopting more integrated and
efficient digital solutions.

In this context, Bassem Lotfy, Head of Business Development at
Fawry, stated: “At Fawry, we continue to expand our ecosystem
of digital solutions by forging strategic partnerships with leading
technology firms, enabling us to deliver innovative solutions that
meet the evolving needs of the business sector.”” He added: “This
partnership represents a new milestone toward integrating e-payment
solutions into the daily operating environments of businesses.
This contributes to enhancing operational efficiency, streamlining
payment procedures, supporting digital transformation efforts, and
driving the state’s vision toward building a cashless economy.”

IS advances frontier Al cyber resilience with new fleet management capabilities

By : Sarah NourElden

F5 , the global leader in delivering and securing every app and API, has announced new
fleet management capabilities for F5 Insight for ADSP that help enterprises reduce risk
exposure across F5 BIG-IP environments as frontier Al compresses vulnerability response
timelines. The new F5 Insight workflows give security and operations teams fleet-wide
visibility, guided update management, enterprise authentication, role-based access controls,
and a tamper-evident Al audit trail. This enables customers to move from identifying risk to
taking accountable action across large, distributed application delivery and security fleets.
The new capabilities build on F5’s move to monthly hardened software releases and
reflect a broader shift in how F5 helps customers respond to Al-accelerated threats. As

vulnerability response timelines shrink, enterprises need more than faster fixes. They need
the operational control to understand what is exposed, prioritize updates, execute changes
safely, and maintain a clear record of action across complex environments.

“Frontier Al has fundamentally altered both sides of cybersecurity,” said Kunal Anand,
Chief Product Officer at FS. “It gives defenders powerful new ways to harden software,
and it gives attackers faster ways to find and exploit vulnerabilities. F5 is meeting that
shift end-to-end. We are changing how we build, harden, and deliver software, and we
are giving customers the operational control to move at the same speed. F5 Insight helps
teams see what needs attention, update critical infrastructure safely at scale, and prove what
changed, when, and by whom. That is what resilience looks like in the frontier Al era.”

F5 Insight for ADSP v1.2 introduces fleet management workflows for BIG-IP devices,
streamlining and simplifying the software update and patching process. Operations teams
can see the software version, update readiness, and security posture of every device in their
estate, then stage and execute updates across standalone deployments, HA pairs, and fleet
segments with guided workflows designed to minimize downtime risk. Key capabilities
include Fleet-wide software lifecycle visibility: A single view of which devices are current,
which are exposed, and which require action across the entire estate , Guided update
workflows: Standardized processes to stage, validate, and execute TMOS updates and Pre-
execution readiness checks: Validation aligned to fleet and HA architectures so teams can
move fast without destabilizing production.

Global Airports Forum 2026 Elevates Business
Engagement and Industry Recognition

By : Rasha Hagag

Global Airports Forum (GAF)
2026 continues to strengthen
its position as Saudi Arabia’s
leading platform for airport
business, collaboration, and
industry innovation. This year’s
edition will feature the return of
the Airport Excellence Awards,
an enhanced VIP Buyers

Technology,

Passenger

Programme, an expanded Experience, and Sustainability
Business Engagement and Environment. The awards
Programme, and growing have grown significantly
international participation in recent years, with the
through national pavilions, previous edition attracting

reinforcing the forum’s role in ~ more than 200 nominations

opportunities that support
the future of aviation. The
Airport Excellence Awards
complement this mission by
recognizing the organizations
and  individuals  driving
meaningful progress across
the industry.”

Beyond industry recognition,
Global Airports Forum 2026
will deliver an enhanced VIP
Buyers Programme designed
to connect exhibitors with
qualified buyers, creating high-

By : Mohamed Essam
Building
performance in the first half of 2026,
with net profits reaching EGP 18.6
billion, up 23% year-on-year, QNB
Egypt, a subsidiary of QNB Group,
has continued to advance its social
responsibility agenda by expanding
a portfolio of impactful development
initiatives in collaboration with civil
society organizations and academic
institutions. These efforts underscore
the Bank’s commitment to delivering
sustainable value across

on its strong financial

education,
social protection, and
empowerment, reflecting

improving

included
classroom,

The projects
upgrades,

provide

Faculty of Dentistry at Cairo University
— the first of its kind among dental
faculties in Egypt — to strengthen
educational and research capabilities
while equipping students and researchers
with advanced technological skills.

line with its
living
underserved communities, particularly
in the most vulnerable villages, QNB
Egypt contributed to the “Housing and
Warmth” winter campaign to rehabilitate
and roof vulnerable homes in Fayoum
and Kafr El Sheikh, in partnership with
Misr El Kheir Foundation, helping
safer housing and greater
stability for beneficiary families. The

Reinforcing Its Role in Building More Prosperous Communities:

QNB Egypt Expands Its Sustainable Development Impact in H1 2026

and enhanced quality of life in Egypt.
As part of its commitment to education
and fostering safe and inclusive learning
environments, QNB Egypt supported
the development of several schools
across multiple governorates, including
the inauguration of Shohadaa Nazlet In
El Shobak Preparatory School in Giza
and Nazlet Geneidi Primary School in
Beni Suef, in partnership with Misr El
Kheir Foundation and Sonaa El Kheir
Foundation.
infrastructure
library, and laboratory enhancements,
in addition to providing school furniture
and sports facilities .

Further extending its support to higher

vulnerable households in Minya and
contributing to the rehabilitation and
extension of water networks in El Fashn,
Beni Suef, improving water quality
and health conditions for nearly 3,000
beneficiaries.

Recognizing the importance of
volunteerism as an integral part of its
corporate culture, the Bank organized
dedicated volunteer initiatives,
including a volunteer day during which
28 employees participated in roofing
four homes in El Shawashna village,
Fayoum, as well as two Ramadan
volunteering days to pack food boxes
under the “Ramadan Iftar” campaign,
in collaboration with Misr El Kheir

commitment to
standards  for

advancing the global aviation
ecosystem.

The  Airport  Excellence
Awards recognise outstanding
organisations, projects, and
individuals driving excellence
across the aviation ecosystem
through 10 award categories.
New for 2026, the Facility
Performance and Optimization
category has been introduced
alongside Air Connectivity and
Route Development, Airport
Design and  Infrastructure,
Airport Security, Airport Staff
Training and Human Capital

Development, Baggage
Handling, Ground Support
Solutions, Innovation and

and recognizing 38 winners
across 10 categories, reflecting
the  industry’s  continued
commitment to excellence and
innovation.

Commenting on the upcoming
edition, Daksha Patel, Event
Director of Global Airports
Forum, said:”Global Airports
Forum has evolved into much
more than an exhibition
and conference. Today, it
serves as a platform where
airport operators, aviation
authorities, infrastructure
developers, investors, and
solution  providers come
together to share ideas, build
partnerships, and explore

value networking, procurement healthcare,
opportunities, and strategic economic
partnerships.

The enhanced VIP

Buyers  Programme  will

bring together senior

airport decision-makers,

procurement leaders, project
owners, and government
stakeholders ~ with  active
purchasing requirements and
development responsibilities.
The initiative is designed
to create meaningful
opportunities for exhibitors

while helping buyers
identify solutions that
support airport expansion,

operational efficiency, digital
transformation, sustainability,
and passenger experience

its core belief of being “More than a
Bank” and reinforcing its role as a key
contributor to sustainable development

education, the Bank inaugurated an Al-
Driven Oral Health Research Lab at the

Bank also expanded its

supporting access to clean water for

efforts by  Foundation, further fostering a culture

of solidarity and collective impact.

Samsung is launching its first U.S. credit card with rewards tied to its own devices

By : Sarah NourEldeen

Samsung Electronics America unveiled the Samsung
Galaxy Card on Monday, marking the company’s first
credit card program in the United States. The card is
issued by Barclays U.S. Consumer Bank and runs on
the Visa $V network

he card lives inside Samsung Wallet, giving Galaxy
device owners a single place to pay and manage their
account. The wallet also holds other payment cards,
IDs, passes, and digital keys, the company said.
“For years, users have relied on Samsung products to
enhance their daily life — from staying connected with
friends, to relaxation, to productivity,” said Woncheol

Chai, executive vice president and head of the Digital
Wallet Team at the Mobile eXperience Business at
Samsung Electronics, in a statement. “Today, Samsung
Galaxy Card offers users a new way to be rewarded
every time you pay.”

Denny Nealon, CEO of Barclays U.S. Consumer
Bank, said the partnership reflects Barclays’ strategy
of building co-branded card programs with large
consumer brands. “Together, we’re creating seamless,
rewarding digital banking capabilities and products that
meet customers where they are — in their Samsung
Wallet — and fit naturally into how they live, shop and
connect,” Nealon said in a statement
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