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Qoredoo Group Advances Digital Transformation

with APT Management Programme, Awarded
Gold Tier in the “TM Forum “at MWC 204

By : Nahla Makled

Ooredoo Group advances its digital transformation journey with
the launch of its APl Management Programme and obtaining the
TM Forum API Gold Tier certification at Mobile World Congress
2024.

The strategic move, aimed at streamlining digitalisation efforts,
will enable Ooredoo companies to offer a seamless digital
experience for their customers by standardising open application
programming interfaces (Open APIs).

With the API Management Programme, Ooredoo customers can
leverage pre-built ‘plug and play’ capabilities, providing them fast
access to innovative products and services — including convenient
payment solutions like Direct Carrier Billing functions and a wider
range of communication services, such as SMS, voice, and data.
This will drive cost savings, agility, and faster time to market for
customers and partners, minimising integration costs with secure by
design solutions, ensuring alignment with business requirements,
and optimising ROI for all stakeholders.

Timos Tsokanis, Group Chief Technology & Information Officer,
Ooredoo, said: “The API Management Programme marks a
significant milestone in our digital transformation journey,
underscoring Ooredoo’s dedication to innovation and customer
satisfaction, and paving the way for future growth and success.
By standardising our APIs and obtaining TM Forum Gold Tier
certification, we are reaffirming our commitment to industry
standards and ensuring a seamless digital experience for our
customers.”Ooredoo APIs are designed to be secure, flexible and
scalable, catering to the diverse needs of startups and established
enterprises alike, whether they are seeking rapid growth or
expanding service offerings.

This initiative will allow Ooredoo to seamlessly integrate its
existing capabilities and extend its outreach to partners, OTTS,
and wholesalers, which will unlock new revenue streams, foster
partnerships and broaden its market presence in Qatar, Kuwait,
Oman, Palestine, Iraq, Tunisia, Algeria, and the Maldives.

New data from the Global Private Capital Association
reveals soaring Middle Fast investment to Asia

By : Sarah Noureldeen

New data from the Global Private Capital Association reveals
soaring Middle East investment to Asia Since 2020, private capital
deal value has soared over 6x to $89 billion (2016-19: $14 billion).
Diplomatic agreements have paved the way for more deals, with
infrastructure and technology deals most popular.

The full report, ‘Beyond Borders: Private Capital Between Asia
and the Middle East’, is attached. GPCA’s 300+ members manage
>US$2 trillion of assets in 130 countries.

Further highlights , China & India now import more Middle East
oil & gas than the US & Europe , 66% of the Middle East’s trade is
now with Asia & the Rest of the World

India accounts for 54% of Asia deal flow from Middle East
investors

The Middle East’s diversification from oil is shaping its SWFs’
investment in Asia

By : Ameen Kadry
A delegation from the

Mohammed  bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Knowledge
Foundation = (MBRF), led

by His Highness Jamal bin
Huwaireb, CEO of the MBRF,
visited the Arab Republic of
Egypt to explore collaboration
opportunities. The delegation
met with Dr. Ayman Ashour,
Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, and
Dr. Reda Hegazy, Minister
of Education and Technical
Education in the Arab Republic
of Egypt, at the private
education building in New
Cairo.

The meeting focused on
enhancing collaboration in
educational investment and

fostering the development of
youth capabilities and skills for
seamless integration into the
job market. Additionally, the
discussion included providing
support and guidance to
assist students in selecting
their academic paths and

appropriate university majors.
The participants also addressed
cooperation in preparing youth
to tackle future challenges,
advancements in the Egyptian
educational landscape
contributing to the knowledge
index, progress in education
investment, and its positive
impact on elevating education
quality in Egypt.

H.E. Jamal bin Huwaireb
emphasized the strong relations
between both countries,
highlighting Egypt’s leading
role in the Arab region. He also
highlighted the keen interest
of the MBRF in enhancing
collaboration with the Ministry
of Higher Education and
the Ministry of Education
and Technical Education to
improve competitiveness levels
in both the pre-university and
higher education sectors.
Meanwhile, Dr. Ayman Ashour
underscored the importance
of investing in education as
a fundamental cornerstone
for sustainable development

in Egypt. He emphasized
that such investments play a
pivotal role in honing the skills
and capabilities of the youth,
further empowering them to
seamlessly integrate into the
job market.

Dr. Reda Hegazy reiterated the
commitment of the Ministry
of Education and Technical
Education to ensure that these
initiatives result in a substantial
advancement in education in
Egypt. The goal is to cultivate
a generation of students who
are equipped to confront
challenges and contribute to
creating a brighter future for

themselves.

In the meeting, an action plan
was formulated to delineate
the essential steps to attain
the established objectives.
Emphasis was placed on
the crucial need to bolster
collaborative ~ endeavors  to
enhance the education system
in Egypt and yield optimal
outcomes for students.
As a part of the visit, the MBRF
signed a cooperation agreement
with the Ministry of Youth and
Sports in the Arab Republic of
Egypt. The signing ceremony
was held at the Ministry’s
headquarters in the New

Administrative  Capital.

The agreement was formally
signed by H.E. Jamal bin
Huwaireb and Major General
Ismail Al Far, Assistant Minister
of Youth and Sports for the
Youth Sector. The ceremony
witnessed the presence of key
figures including Dr. Ashraf
Sobhi, Egyptian Minister of
Youth and Sports; Shamsa
AlBlooshi, Director of
Partnerships at the MBREF;
Salem Al Owais, Head of the
MBRF Contracts Department;
Manal Jamal, Head of the
Central ~Administration for
Youth Empowerment at the
Egyptian Ministry of Youth and
Sports; and Mustafa Magdy,
Assistant Minister for Policies
and Strategic Affairs at the
Ministry.

H.E. Bin Huwaireb said that
the  collaborative  protocol
with the Ministry of Youth
and Sports represents the
MBRF’s  commitment to
fortifying  its  partnerships
and strategic alliances. This

protocol is designed to facilitate
knowledge  sharing, drive
research, and promote scientific
advancements in the Arab
world. It aims to empower Arab
youth across diverse sectors,
particularly in  knowledge-
based domains. The protocol
also seeks to enhance their
capabilities, equip them with
the skills needed to match
the pace of contemporary
advancements, and provide
future generations with the
tools to generate sustainable
solutions.

During the visit, H.E. Jamal bin
Huwaireb visited Dr. Ahmed
Al-Tayeb, the Grand Imam
of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, at the
headquarters of Al-Azhar in
Egypt. The objective of the visit
was to engage in discussions
on the mutual collaboration
frameworks  between  the
parties, with a focus on
safeguarding intellectual
heritage ~and  contributing
to its dissemination and
documentation.

MBZUAT hosts 2024 Middle East Advancement Conference to promote advancement in education

By: Rasha Hussein
More than 50 delegates from global
educational  institutions  gathered  at

Mohamed bin Zayed University of
Artificial Intelligence’s (MBZUAI) campus
in Masdar City this week, to gain insights
on strategies to improve and advance their
institutions’ mission at the 2024 Middle
East Advancement Conference (MEAC).
Held by the Council for Advancement
and Support of Education (CASE) — a
global non-profit association for education
professionals — and taking place in Abu
Dhabi for the first time, the MEAC

examined international best practices
in alumni relations, career services,
student recruitment, marketing and

communications, to complement current
approaches in university and school
advancement efforts across the region. This
edition of MEAC was the most diverse to
date, with attendees from 11 countries.
The two-day event fostered exceptional
regional engagement, featuring an array of
educational leaders exploring insights and

leading sessions examining best practices
in advancement, the transformative
impact of mentoring in alumni relations,
staging  successful campaigns, and
developing effective international alumni
advisory boards. A special closing plenary
examined the impact of Al on advancement
professionals working in education and
the tools and resources available to shape
strategic leadership decisions.
“Through this event, CASE and MBZUAI
facilitated valuable knowledge sharing
and networking on important topics which
will empower educational institutions to
become even more effective at enhancing
value for students, alumni, and faculty,
as well as for the wider community,” Lea
Sublett, MBZUAI’s associate director
of alumni relations, CASE Laureate and
MEAC 2024 co-chair, said. “We were able
to demonstrate the cutting-edge work being
undertaken in the UAE to foster a globally
networked approach to  recruitment
and alumni relations, which supports a
burgeoning pipeline of unique talents to fill
current and future skills shortages.”

The opening leadership panel offered
insights on future opportunities and
challenges in the educational sector from
experienced industry experts, including
Professor Timothy Baldwin, MBZUAI’s
acting  provost;  Professor ~ Mariét
Westermann, NYU Abu Dhabilds vice
chancellor; Professor Tadhg OO0Donovan,
Heriot-Watt Universityds chief scientist
and deputy vice principal of Dubai
campus; and Jane Chafer, CASEOs vice
president, membership, marketing, and
communication.

Jane Chafer, CASE, said: “We are thrilled
to have this conference back in the region
as we celebrate our 50th anniversary.
The energy and excitement delegates and
speakers have brought to the conference
is amazing. Sessions have covered many
aspects of advancement, from social
media to alumni engagement. The opening
plenary set the scene, and leaders shared
their perspectives on how advancement
professionals could be successful and help
institutions achieve their strategy.”

Manutech 4th Tech, Session “Cost-Efficient

Transformation from a Traditional to a Smart Factory”

By : Bakinam Khaled

CIT is honored to invite you to the 4th Technology session
titled “Cost-efficient transformation from a Traditional to a
Smart factory”hosted by Creativa Hub in GizaOn Thursday -
7th March 2024 From 04:00 pm to 08:00 pm The session is part
of ManuTech’s Community Building Activities,

with support from our partners: ITIDA, Egypt Makes
ElectronicslSector BS, and Creativa; partnership with USAID’s
Business Egypt program, funded by USAID and implemented
by DAL

The session will be delivered by SudoTechs,an emerging
Egyptian technology development company, specialized in
building world-class products for the high-tech market.
The session will be delivered by SudoTechs, an emerging
Egyptian technology development company, specialized
in building world-class products for the high-tech market.
The session will discuss the way forward to a cost-efficient
transformation into a Smart factory. This will be followed by
another session on innovative financial tools for SMEs and
startups.

Book your Seat: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vSD
6taQQF4Q0Mg82yGBxFn2Kf7eN4rKL004Q8kAzsfU/
viewform?edit_requested=true

Huawei Releases National Cloud 2.0 Powered by Huawei Cloud Stack to Help Governments Achieve Digital Visions

transformation

By : Wael Elgafary digital
At MWC 2024, Huawei officially =~ As

strategies.
innovative technologies like

innovation and robust experience
driving digital transformation for

numerous global projects. Huawei
looks forward to working with

services. Applications can achieve
intra-city active-active and remote

industry, which lowers the barriers
to entry when building AI models.

released the National Cloud 2.0
solution worldwide. Huawei aims
to help government organizations
around the world accelerate national
digital transformation and promote
intelligence.

Hu Yuhai, Vice President of Huawei
Hybrid Cloud, said: “Global digital
transformation has reached a new
stage of full intelligence driven by
data and Al. The National Cloud
2.0 solution from Huawei provides
trusted cloud infrastructure,
innovative cloud services, and
extensive ndustry know-how. We
aim to help governments achieve
national digital visions faster.”
Today, more than 170 countries

Al models see more widespread
adoption, the digital transformation
of government customers is reaching
anew stage. Previously, government
customers were focused on moving
their applications to various clouds.
Now, they are seeking data- and
Al-driven industry intelligence.
They look to leverage digital and
intelligent technologies to empower
smart city governance, better
government services, and greater
economic  growth.

To help national and
governments
digitalization and intelligent
upgrade, Huawei released the
National Cloud 2.0 solution. This

regional
accelerate

customers and partners around the
world. It provides trusted cloud
infrastructure, innovative  cloud
services, and extensive industry
know-how, helping governments
achieve their national digital visions
faster:

Trusted cloud infrastructure: Huawei
has been continuously investing
in fundamental technologies of
software and hardware for years.
Huawei has established secure,
reliable, and open cloud native
infrastructure and provides green,
low-carbon IT hardware and cloud-
native infrastructure. Huawei aims to
lay a robust foundation for national
digital transformation of government

Innovative cloud services: Huawei
leverages data and Al technologies

to provide innovative cloud
services, aiming to help government
customers unleash data value and
establish data sovereignty.

Extensive  industry  know-how:
Huawei provides a series of
professional ~ services  including

high-level design, service planning,
deliveries, and implementation, all

more industry partners in the future
and to accelerating national digital
transformation ~ for ~ government
customers around the world.
Huawei National Cloud 2.0 is
powered by Huawei Cloud Stack, a
hybrid cloud solution. While being
deployed on-premises, Huawei
Cloud Stack is able to continuously
synchronize cloud services from the
Huawei public cloud. It also shares
the same ecosystem with the Huawei
public cloud. Government customers
can leverage its four innovative
capabilities to build secure, trusted,
intelligent national clouds:
Secure, reliable cloud native
infrastructure: Huawei Cloud Stack

disaster recovery without being re-
architected. SecMasterand abroad set
of security services help government
customers easily meet compliance
requirements. Fine-grained, multi-
level cloud management is tailored
to organizational structures of
governments. Also, Huawei Cloud
Stack provides an open ecosystem
that is highly compatible with
mainstream hardware and operating
systems as well as third-party
applications.

Pangu Models for one-stop creation
of tailored AI models: Huawei Cloud
Stack is the industry’s first hybrid
cloud that can be used to deploy
Al models. It provides the most

Huawei Cloud Stack also supports
cross-cloud training and multi-
cloud deployment of AI models.
In addition, Huawei Cloud Stack
provides tens of industry-specific
solutions to help government
customers quickly build their own
Al models.

A converged data lake that promotes
data sharing: Huawei Cloud Stack
provides full-lifecycle management
of government data. The data
governance efficiency will be
improved by 10 fold. Huawei Cloud
Stack uses Fusionlnsight MRS
to establish an integrated big data
platform. The platform enables real-
time import of government data into

and regions have announced

solution is backed by Huawei’s ICT

customers.

backed by extensive experience with

provides high availability for cloud

complete Al production chain in the

lakes and promotes cross-source,

Mastercard and the National Bank of Egypt announce the
launch of a UEFA Champions League Mastercard Credit Card

By : Bakinam Khaled

Mastercard, the official sponsor of the UEFA
Champions League have launched their UEFA
Champions League Mastercard Credit Card
issued by the National Bank of Egypt, the first
of its kind in Egypt, offering NBE’s cardholders’
exclusive benefits and cashback on online
purchases.

Through the launch of this innovative product,
Mastercard and NBE will engage new customer
segments, notably young football enthusiasts,

further  strengthening  their  longstanding
partnership. This collaboration reflects both
entities’ commitment
to delivering
innovative  financial

solutions that resonate
with the passions and
preferences of the
Egyptian  people.  §
Adam Jones, Country :
General Manager, ] )
MENA Central, Mastercard said, “We are
delighted to collaborate with the National Bank
of Egypt and elevate the cardholders experience
beyond expectations. This partnership is another
testament to connecting fans with their passion.
As a UEFA Champions League Partner of more
than 25 years, the new card is gateway to a
world of unparalleled privileges, reflecting our
dedication to making every connection truly
priceless.”

Yehia Abou Al-Fotouh, NBE’s Deputy Chairman,
expressed his pride in the rewarding collaboration
between NBE and Mastercard, the official
sponsor of UEFA Champions League, one of
the world’s most featured football competitions,
in which top European teams compete, with the
highest public interest around the world. “Such
collaboration takes further the fruitful partnership

between the two parties in providing diverse,
innovative, and unique financial solutions with
exclusive benefits for football-loving customers.
This offers a unique and rich experience designed
specifically for NBE’s customers.” Abou Al-
Fotouh added.
For his part, Karim Sous, CEO of Retail Banking
and Branches at NBE, indicated that the new card
provides a rich experience for football lovers to
combine their passion for sports and benefit from
banking products and services provided by NBE.
“Customers can issue this new card with a credit
limit starting from EGP 3,000 up to a maximum
of EGP 250,000, at
the convenience of
each customer. This
motivates existing
and new customers to
use digital payments
= for their financial
transactions,  while
gaining more points
and rewards as well as other exclusive benefits,
which contributes significantly to the transition
towards a society that is less dependent on cash.”
Sous explained.
Inji Borai, Vice President and Country Manager
of Mastercard Egypt, said: “At Mastercard, our
commitment extends beyond transactions as we
strive to connect people around the world to their
passions. Celebrating over 25 years of partnership
with UEFA, we have crafted an experience that
transcends mere transactions, resonating with the
passionate love for football that pulsates within
the hearts of Egyptians. With the introduction
of this passion card, in collaboration with the
National Bank of Egypt, we invite cardholders
and fans to create unforgettable moments, enjoy
exclusive privileges, and celebrate personalized
journeys - a truly priceless experience.”

Beltone leads the way in arranging Syndicated Factoring
Facility worth EGP925 million for Redcon Properties

By : Nahal Makled

Beltone Holding (“Beltone™), one
of the fastest-growing financial
institutions, announces that its wholly
owned subsidiary, Beltone Leasing
and Factoring, has signed the first
syndicated factoring deal in Egypt
worth EGP925 million for Redcon
Properties.

The main aim of this agreement is
to provide vital financial support to
Redcon Properties, the real estate
development arm of Redcon Group.
Beltone Leasing and Factoring has
joined forces with several leading
factoring companies, contributing
EGP512.5 million to the total deal,
including Cairo Lease, Enmaa, Misr
Finance, and AUR Leasing. Beltone
Leasing and Factoring covered
EGP412.5 million. Banque Misr
acted as the escrow bank.

Tarek El Gamal, Chairman of
Redcon  Properties, commented:
“In the context of the broader real
estate sector, the signing of this
joint factoring deal holds significant
importance as it enables real estate
developers to obtain the proper
financing tools required to grow
their development portfolio. It will
enable us to accelerate the pace of
construction of the Golden Gate
project, a cornerstone commercial
development in Egypt, especially
in East Cairo. This strategic move
underscores ~ our ~ commitment
to employing diverse financial
instruments for project financing,

successful

ensuring timely and
project  delivery”.
Ahmed Abdallah, Vice Chairman of
Redcon Properties, stated: “Signing
the first joint factoring deal in Egypt
represents a milestone in the real
estate industry. It makes us the first
real estate development company to
use this non-banking financial tool
to finance our projects, opening the
door for its use by other companies
in the future to contribute to the
sustainable growth of the real estate
sector. It underscores the confidence
of the financial institutions
participating in the transaction in
our impeccable financial position,
the quality of our projects, and the
level of demand. I am grateful to the
participating financial institutions for
their cooperation in completing the
transaction in such record period,
hoping for further collaboration in
implementing other financing deals
in the future”.

Ahmed Sherif, Managing Director
and CEO of Cairo Leasing Company,
pointed out that fruitful cooperation
with financial leasing and factoring
companies, especially those with
financial solvency and appropriate
technical capabilities, is the best way
to finance various customer needs

without negatively affecting the risks
borne solely by the company and its
financial solvency. He added, “We
are working within the company to
study the market in all its aspects,
familiarizing ourselves with its
financing requirements, estimating
the size of expected growth and
associated risks, and thus providing
the necessary financing tools in
accordance with the different needs
of customers. This alliance also
supports, in particular, the real estate
development market and propels the
growth of the Egyptian economy in
general, which is one of the most
important goals of the company due
to its belief in sustainability and
continuous  development.”

Tarek Fouad El Fayoumy, CEO
and Managing Director of Enmaa,
said: “We are thrilled to collaborate
with Beltone Leasing and Factoring,
joining  the  syndication  for
Redcon Properties, the real estate
development arm of Redcon Group.
This emphasizes our commitment
to serving diverse sectors in the
Egyptian market”.

Ahmed Deif, Managing Director of
Misr Finance, commented: “We are
pleased to join this first syndicated
factoring deal in Egypt to finance
Redcon Properties. Together with
our partners, we're committed to
supporting business growth, and
injecting liquidity into our clients.
We look forward to replicating such
innovative deals with other clients”.

[HS Towers Expands Partnership
With Airtel Africa by Renewing and
Expanding Contract in Nigeria

By : Mostafa Ibrahim

IHS Nigeria and related entities, which are
subsidiaries of IHS Holding Limited (NYSE: IHS)
(“IHS Towers”), one of the largest independent
owners, operators, and developers of shared
communications infrastructure in the world by
tower count, and Airtel Nigeria, a subsidiary of
Airtel Africa Plc (LSE:AAF), one of the largest
MNO’s on the African continent, have today
announced a commitment for Airtel Nigeria to
take 3,950 tenancies over the next five years
(with the majority expected over 2024/2025) and
extended the term of its existing tenancies covering
approximately 6,000 tenancies until December
2031.

The agreement includes 2,500 colocations in
addition to 5G amendments and build to suit sites
to be owned and operated by IHS Nigeria.

In line with Airtel Africa’s sustainability strategy
launched in October 2021, and IHS Towers’ plans
to pursue its Carbon Reduction Roadmap aimed at
reducing IHS Towers’ intensity metric by 50% by
2030, both companies have agreed to cooperate on
new green initiatives on the collective sites going
forward.

Sam Darwish, Chairman & CEO, IHS Towers,
said “The expansion and renewal of our
relationship with Airtel Nigeria is a testament
to our continued commitment to serving our
customers and the connectivity demands of
Africa. Airtel Nigeria, as well as Airtel Africa who
we serve in other markets in Africa, has been a
long-term partner of IHS, and I am delighted that
we continue to strengthen our collaboration to
help facilitate mobile connectivity in our largest
market, supporting our customers in rolling out
new sites throughout Nigeria.”



With Women’s Day celebrations:

Talaat inaugurates the activities of the “The Future of Women’s
Empowerment in the Age of Digital Transformation” Forum

By: Sarah Nour El-Din

Dr. AmrTalaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, opened
the activities of the annual forum of the
“Qudwa.Tech” initiative for women’s
empowerment (The Future of Women’s
Empowerment in the Age of Digital
Transformation), which was organized
by the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology under the slogan:
Role Model. Tech: Advanced digital
solutions towards a sustainable impact” in
conjunction with the international and local
celebrations of Women’s Day during the
month of March each year.

In his speech during the forum: Dr. Amr
Talaat emphasized that the success of
the communications and information
technology sector lies in its ability to adapt
modern technologies to achieve a societal,
economic and developmental impact in
various sectors of society. Pointing to
the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative launched
by the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology to enable Egyptian
women to use modern technological means
to develop their projects and reach target
markets.

Dr. Amr Talaat explained that the
celebration in March of the 5th anniversary
of the launch of the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative
coincides with the events concerned with
honoring women, whether at the local
level through Egyptian Women’s Day or
at the level of celebrating International
Women’s Day. Praising the success stories
of women and girls who benefited from
the initiative, which represent shining
examples for many women who were
able to adapt technology to achieve

their goals. Emphasizing the keenness
of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology to ensure
women’s participation in all initiatives,
whether related to training or those aiming
to create job opportunities, and to follow up
on indicators of participation rates.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that the
percentage of women’s participation in
the communications and information
technology sector in general reaches 45%.
He expressed his aspiration to increase
this percentage. He thanked the work team
responsible for implementing the initiative.
He also thanked the United Nations
Development Program and the partners in
implementing the initiative from entities
and civil society.

The Qudwa.Tech initiative has provided
digital support to more than 11,000 women
and entrepreneurs, by graduating 55 training
groups from all governorates of the Arab
Republic of Egypt in the craft and service
fields by building their skills in digital
marketing using social networking sites, in
addition to holding more than 70 advisory
sessions and awareness seminars were held
on topics supporting e-commerce, artificial
intelligence applications, production of
visual digital content and advanced digital
solutions. Digital awareness of sustainable
development issues was also raised for
women craftsmen and knowledge pioneers
who transferred their expertise to more than
3,000 women in their local communities in
the various governorates.

The initiative also had a prominent societal
impact, represented by role models in
local communities, which reflects the
sustainability of the training programs of

the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative, and the broad
scope of its ability to reach and penetrate
all women’s communities in various
governorates, especially the areas most
in need, by targeting multiple and new
training paths characterized by flexibility.
Innovation and integration to develop
the skills of craftswomen to use new and
advanced technological solutions to keep
pace with the rapid transformations of
digital society.

During the event, Alessandro Fracasetti,
Resident Representative of the United
Nations Development Program in Egypt,
gave a speech in which he pointed to the
program’s commitment to supporting
Egypt’s plan to achieve sustainable
development, and enhancing the ability to
overcome economic and social challenges,
by working on the main areas of
sustainable development, comprehensive
growth, and strategic innovation. And
digital transformation. He also praised
the partnership with the Ministry of

e Lred) P LC

Communications and Information
Technology in the field of digital
transformation for sustainable development
and the promotion of financial inclusion
and economic empowerment for women,
stressing the role of the program in raising
awareness of the opportunities available to
women in the digital economy sector, in
light of the efforts made at the international
level to Social and economic empowerment
of women, and engaging everyone digitally
to achieve gender equality.

The forum activities highlighted the
effective role of the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative
in investing in women’s creative abilities to
open the way for women craft and service
business owners to help them catch up on
the path of digital transformation within the
efforts of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology to respond to
the requirements of digital empowerment
for women in Egyptian society, through
programs. New training aims to improve
the technological skills of craftswomen
and entrepreneurs, and works to spread
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awareness of the importance of adopting
modern technological solutions that support
the economic and social empowerment of
women, based on the ministry’s strategy
towards building people and developing
their skills in using technological solutions
and applications, activating their role in
the digital transformation system, and
supporting the enterprise sector. Small and
craftsmanship.

For her part, Engineer Hoda Dahrouj,
Advisor to the Minister of Communications
and Information Technology for Digital
Community Development, and Director of
the Digital Transformation for Sustainable
Development Project in Egypt, gave a
presentation that included following up on
the activities that have been implemented
by the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative in the digital
empowerment of craftswomen through
marketing training programs. Digital
and e-commerce, artificial intelligence
applications, and the most important
opportunities provided by the initiative for
Egyptian women to confront economic
challenges by creating new opportunities
in the fields of craft work and marketing
for small projects using information and
communications technology.

As part of the efforts made to establish
institutional partnerships in the business
sector;  Training programs were
implemented within the framework of
the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative for female
workers at the Holding Company for
Tourism and Hotels, which includes 10
tourism companies, to train them on
electronic marketing for their companies.
On his part; Abdel Fattah Safwat, Marketing
and Business Development Advisor at the

Holding Company for Tourism and Hotels,
pointed out that the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative
hlghhghts the state’s approach to supporting
and empowering Egyptian women in the
era of digital transformation. Praising the
efforts of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology in advancing
society and developing the skills of women
entrepreneurs and handicraft owners
through the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative;
Stressing the company’s keenness to have
the largest number of female workers
participate in marketing and sales activities
in companies and hotels within the
electronic marketing training program,
which is carried out with the utmost
professionalism by those in charge of it.
During the forum activities; Dr. Amr
Talaat and Alessandro Fracasetti handed
over certificates of honor to a number
of successful role models, including
entrepreneurs and craftswomen, who have
benefited from the initiative during previous
years, and who have contributed to creating
an economic and social impact in their local
communities in the various governorates,
and in increasing digital job opportunities
for women in Society, and achieving
optimal use of artificial intelligence
applications and digital marketing solutions
to achieve a sustainable economic and
social impact.
They also handed over certificates of honor
to representatives of a number of partner
agencies of the “Qudwa.Tech” initiative,
and individual experts and specialists, for
their role in building and enhancing the
digital skills of the initiative’s beneficiaries,
women owners of handicrafts and heritage,
and women entrepreneurs.

Basata Holding for Financial Payments S.A.E. and

NTRA and NTA 51gn Jomt cooperatlon protocol

SAP appoints anew CEQ in the UAE

Jordan Kuwait Bank announce the acceptance
of their binding offer to acquire a 30% stake in

Madfoatcom for Electronic Payment
By : Ghada Helmy

Basata Holding for Financial Payments S.A E. (formerly Ebtikar
for Financial Investment S.A.E, “Basata”) and Jordan Kuwait
Bank have submitted their binding offer for the acquisition of a
30% stake in Madfoatcom for Electronic Payment, the leading
bill processing and payment provider in Jordan (“Madfoatcom”).
The offer was accepted by Madfoatcom’s shareholders and is
pending the Jordan regulatory approvals necessary to proceed

with finalizing the transaction.
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both companies,”

“We believe that
the partnership
between
Basata and
Madfoatcom is
poised to yield
substantial
synergies  for

said Mr. Aladdin Saba, Chairman of Basata.

“We are excited to be part of this unique transaction which will
enhance regional cooperation between Jordan and Egypt” said
Mr. Haethum S. Buttikhi, CEO of Jordan Kuwait Bank.

“The fruitful collaboration between Basata and Madfoatcom is
positioned to add considerable value, as we recognize a strong
alignment of our respective business strategies,” added Mr.
Nasser Saleh, Chairman and Co-Founder of Madfoatcom.

By ; Bakinam Khaled

The National
Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority of Egypt
(NTRA) signed today a joint
cooperation protocol with the
National Training Academy
(NTA) to exchange expertise
in advanced technologies and
training programs, which aim
to polish the skills of future
leaders.  The  cooperation
protocol signed between both
sides also entails executing
ad-hoc training as well as
awareness  programs  for
trainees in telecommunication
and information technology, as
well as cybersecurity, in a step
which represents NTRA and
NTA’s intention to strengthen
cooperation, coordination
and integration ties in order
to improve human capacities
in alignment with modern
techniques.

Furthermore, the cooperation
protocol signed between both
entities aims to provide a
unified vision and run joint
training programs designed by

experts and professionals from
both sides.

It also intends to prepare
specialized capacities capable
of fulfilling the market
requirements as per the State’s
strategy to achieve inclusive
digital transformation.

The agreement was signed by
NTRA’s Executive President,
Eng. Hossam El-Gamal, and
NTA’s Executive Director, Dr.
Rascha Ragheb, post a number
of meetings held between
both sides during which many
common topics were agreed on.
Furthermore, this partnership
would reflect on improving
human capacities and result in
running high quality ad-hoc

training courses by experts and
professionals from both sides in
cybersecurity, digital services
and advanced technologies such
as, Internet of Things (IoT) and
Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Itwould also help with preparing
professional calibers capable of
finding pragmatic solutions to
take on the challenges faced by
Egypt’s telecom market.
NTRA’s Executive President,
Eng. Hossam  El-Gamal,
pointed out that the cooperation
protocol signed with NTA
aligns with NTRA’s aim to
establish strategic partnerships
with the leading scientific and
professional organizations
on the topics of training and

digital development of young
leaders. It would also ensure
raising the awareness level
of the opportunities of, as
well as challenges to, digital
transformation process that is
rapidly adopted by the State,
added Eng. Hossam.
Meanwhile, NTA’s Executive
Director, Dr. Rascha Ragheb,
started off with congratulating
Eng. Hossam El-Gamal for being
chosen as a member of the ITU-
Digital Innovation Board in its
first form approved by ITU last
February. Dr. Rascha also valued
the cooperation with NTRA
stating that such a protocol
would foster digital skills and
reduce cyber risks in Egypt,
through providing many as well
as diversified training programs
to fulfill the market requirements.
She also said the protocol adds to
NTA’s plan which entails signing
many cooperation agreements
that integrate with NTA’s vision
evolving around investing in
human capacities, our most
significant non-depletable
resource.

By : Nahla Makled

SAP has appointed Marwan Zeineldin as the new CEO of its
business in the UAE. Zain Al-Din has more than 24 years of
experience in the technological and digital sector, and previously
held senior positions in the company since 2012. In his new
position, he will focus on supporting digital transformation and
employing artificial intelligence technologies in companies
operating in the Emirates.

On this occasion, Sergio Macota, Senior Vice President of SAP,
Middle East and Africa Region, said: “The UAE is a very important
market for SAP, and I am confident

that Marwan Zeineddine is the

ideal person to support us.” Public

and private sector organizations

during this exciting period of

rapid digital transformation and

the development of artificial

intelligence for business, which will have a huge impact on all
sectors.Marwan has a good understanding of market requirements
thanks to his practical experience in all areas of our business, from
software development and project management to coordination
with sources. External and Sales, making him an inspiring leader
for the team he will work with.”

Before assuming the new position, Marwan Zeineddine served
since 2019 as CEO of the Strategic Industries Sector in the United
Arab Emirates at SAP, and before that, he held senior regional
positions at LinkedIn and BHS. . He holds a bachelor’s degree
in computer science from the American University of Beirut.
During his work with various technology companies, he held
several leadership positions, supervising project management,
application development, and systems analysis.

Telecom Egypt WE conducts the first successful call
in North Africa using Open RAN technology

By ; Bakinam Khaled
Telecom Egypt, the first
integrated telecommunications

operator in Egypt, announced
its success in conducting the
first trial call with Open RAN
technology in North Africa, on
the sidelines of the Barcelona
International Mobile
Networks Exhibition MWC
2024. The call was made in
cooperation with Rakuten.
Japan’s Symphony, Cisco,
and the global TIP initiative
to develop communications

infrastructure, which
represents a new historic
achievement for Telecom

Egypt, achieved as a result
of continuous planning, solid
determination, and dedication
to pushing the boundaries
of communication. It also
emphasizes the pioneering role
of Telecom Egypt in shaping
the future of communications
and information technology in
the region, by dismantling and
converting basic base units
(BBU) into virtual central units
(vCU) and virtual distributed
units (vDU) to rely on cloud
computing and accelerate the
digital transformation process.
This step is a practical example
of the smooth transition from
traditional systems to modern
solutions in accordance with
the strategic directions of
Telecom Egypt in laying
strong foundations for the

digital future in light of the
accelerating global pace of
adopting and supporting Open
RAN technology to spread
networks more widely, thus
enhancing the position of the
Egyptian company. Telecom
as a leading company in the
field of communications
industry and demonstrates its
contribution to developing
Open RAN  technology
efficiently that allows it to
meet the different needs of its
customers.

This  strong  partnership
between the three companies
and the global TIP initiative
has resulted in building an
integrated cloud platform,
and this leads to revealing the
true potential of Open RAN

technology in transforming
wireless availability
networks into fully open and
interoperable networks, in
contrast to traditional closed-
door networks. Middleware:
Open RAN technology relies
on software, and operates
on easily accessible cloud
servers. Network updates
are easily performed through
software, ensuring continuous
organization between various
units and automatic control
of all parts of Open RAN
systems.

Engineer Mohamed Nasr,
Managing Director and CEO
of Telecom Egypt, said: “This
achievement has exceeded
the limits of technological
excellence, and has become

a testament to our dedication
to innovation and providing

everything new in the
field of communications,
and it also confirms our
loyalty to our customers,”
adding, “We continue to
implement strategies.”

The company’s visions are
determined and  steadfast
to shape a strong future for
the telecommunications
industry while maintaining the
distinguished service standards
we provide to our customers.”
For his part, Rabie Dabboussi,
Chief  Business Officer
of  Rakuten  Symphony,
praised the pioneering role
of Telecom Egypt regarding
the transformation process
in the North  African
region, which began to
exploit the technological
capabilities and innovation
in its communications
infrastructure. He added: “We
are proud to support Telecom
Egypt in providing the first
successful call.” With the
fourth generation Open RAN
technology in North Africa,
we look forward to supporting
Telecom Egypt and mobile
network operators around the
world to use Open Interfaces
technology and automation
capabilities that allow the
provision of new innovations
in telecommunications
services.”

CEO of “IT ZAIN” announces its inaugural participation
in the international “LEAP 2024” Tech Conference with
the aim of expanding in the Saudi Arabia’s market

By : Ghada Helmy

offers efficient work mechanisms and a

“IT ZAIN”, a leading digital service
provider, announced its inaugural
participation in the upcoming third edition
of the LEAP conference scheduled to take
place from 4th to 7th March in Riyadh,
the capital of Saudi Arabia, at the Riyadh
International Exhibition and Convention
Center (RICEC). This event is organized
by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology and the
Saudi Federation for Cybersecurity,
Programming, and Drones. During the
Conference, “IT ZAIN”will showcase its
cutting-edge software products powered
by artificial intelligence.

IT ZAIN’s inaugural participation in this
global technology event, under the theme
“Al-backed Digital transformation,” will
demonstrate the impact of its innovative
solutions and highlight their role in
driving the steady digital transformation
process witnessed in Saudi Arabia.
IT ZAIN will exchange knowledge
and experiences to establishing new
standards for service quality and
reliability by leveraging applications
of digital transformation and artificial
intelligence.

Eng. Ahmed Omar, CEO of “IT ZAIN”,
expressed his delight in participating for
the first time in the International LEAP
2024 Tech Conference. This conference
serves as a strategic platform for the
company to showcase its cutting-edge
solutions to both institutional and
corporate clients across various sectors.
The event draws over 172,000 visitors
from more than 180 countries, along

with 1,000 experts, specialists, decision-
makers, and thought leaders. As a result,
it stands as a leading global event for
staying updated on the latest technology
trends and shaping the digital future.

Omar explained that “IT ZAIN” aims

to showcase its latest cutting-edge
software solutions, keeping up with the
rapid development of the Saudi Arabia’s
market. The goal is to provide a simplified
solution that connects various sectors and
institutions with the Al-powered zakat
and income system. This solution serves
multiple categories, including B2B and
B2C, and specifically targets companies,
organizations, and factories in need of
e-invoicing to integrate it with the Zakat
and Income Tax system managed by the
Zakat and Tax Authority. This system

direct link to zakat and income in both
stages.

“IT ZAIN” previews the workflow
automationsoftware designed specifically
to enhance electronic communication
and collaboration among different
departments, eliminating the need for
paper-based processes. This software is
designed to cater to the needs of large
companies seeking digital transformation
and staying up-to-date with advanced
technology. By converting manual
workflow steps into automated ones, “IT
ZAIN” demonstrates its commitment to
providing top-notch services that align
with the highest standards of quality
and efficiency to meet the aspirations of
partners. These efforts are in line with
the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030 and
the Digital Transformation Program.
The CEO of “IT ZAIN” highlighted
that the company plans for substantial
expansion in the Saudi market during
the upcoming period. This expansion

includes collaboration with private
companies,  factories, = government
sectors, and institutions. “IT ZAIN”

also aims to provide Al-powered digital
and technological solutions. The CEO
emphasized that the Saudi market is one
of the most significant markets in the
region with regard to information and
communications technology products
and services. According to recent
international reports, the anticipated
expenditure in this sector is projected to
surpass $34.5 billion in the Kingdom by
2024.
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