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In the presence of Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications :

Strategic agreements between Telecom Egypt and Orange Egypt to enhance strategic cooperation between them

By: Wael Magdy

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, witnessed the signing of a
group of strategic agreements between Telecom Egypt
and Orange Egypt to enhance strategic cooperation
between them, ensuring that Orange Egypt is able to
improve technological services in a manner that meets
the needs of its customers, reflecting the increasing
technological investments in Egypt, and the interest in
enhancing the digital infrastructure in the country and
expanding the provision of advanced services.

The agreements were signed by Eng. Yasser Shaker,
CEO and Managing Director of Orange Egypt, and
Eng. Mohamed Nasr, Managing Director and CEO of
Telecom Egypt, in the presence of Eng. Raafat Hindi,
Deputy Minister of Communications and Information
Technology  for  Technological  Infrastructure
Development and Digital Transformation, and Eng.
Mohamed Shamroukh, CEO of the National Telecom
Regulatory  Authority.

The agreements included extending the messaging
services agreement between the two companies for an
additional three years until 2032, with an increase in
the messaging capacities provided by Telecom Egypt to

Orange.

It also included a new agreement to deliver fiber optics
to Orange’s mobile sites (FTTS) for three years, the
term of the agreement, as well as the attached service
level agreement that enhances Orange Egypt’s ability
to consolidate its position as a leading provider of
telecommunications services and ultra-fast mobile
internet to its customers, as well as its readiness to
provide fifth-generation mobile services.

The agreements also include amending fixed internet
service agreements in a way that improves the
economics of services in the market and contributes to
enhancing Orange Egypt’s ability to provide the best
offers and prices to its customers through more capable
business models that provide the highest packages to
end customers at more appropriate prices. The extended
partnership between the two companies has contributed
to creating a distinguished climate for exceptional
business relations within the Egyptian market, ensuring
its development and achieving optimal benefit for all
parties.

The Minister of Communications and Information
Technology stressed the ministry’s keenness to improve
the telecommunications services provided to citizens;
pointing out that the recent period has witnessed many

initiatives and agreements that have been mainly
reflected in improving telecommunications services,
the most prominent of which were the agreement to
launch fifth generation services, launching integrated
SIM services (eSIM), launching Wi-Fi Calling, and the
agreement between the National Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority and mobile companies to develop
the oversight system so that financial resources related to
oversight activities are directed to projects that reflect on
the quality of services provided to citizens; pointing out
that the coming period will witness the launch of more
initiatives and agreements for further improvement in

services.

Dr. Amr Talaat added that over the past three years,
there has been fruitful cooperation between the National
Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA) and mobile
companies to increase mobile towers and spread them
throughout the country, whether in urban or rural areas;
explaining that by the middle of this year, it is planned
to complete covering the villages of a decent life with
mobile towers for the three phases of the project at a cost
of up to 9 billion pounds, as well as covering all fully
constructed highways with mobile services; thanking
the NTRA and the two companies for the efforts made
to complete the agreements; expressing his aspiration
for more agreements that aim to improve the quality of
services provided to citizens.

Eng. Yasser Shaker, CEO and Managing Director of
Orange Egypt, expressed his happiness with the new
partnership with Telecom Egypt, in addition to the
rest of the existing agreements that will contribute to
increasing operational capacity, improving efficiency,
and consolidating Orange’s position in Egypt as aleading
provider of telecommunications and mobile internet
services; He stressed that the presence of the Minister
of Communications and Information Technology to sign
these agreements represents a great incentive for the
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two companies to enhance their strategic cooperation,
which contributes to providing more advanced services
to customers and supports the competitiveness of the
Egyptian market in the communications and technology
sector.

For his part, Eng. Mohamed Nasr, Managing Director
and CEO of Telecom Egypt, said: “We are pleased
to sign these long-term agreements with one of our
most important customers in the Egyptian market,
Orange Egypt, which supports it in achieving growth
and providing the best services to its customers, by
continuing our efforts to expand the deployment of the
fiber optic network, and reaching more than a thousand
of Orange Egypt’s mobile sites, as well as supporting
them in expanding the provision of high-speed fixed
internet services.”

He added: “These long-term agreements confirm the
great confidence in the strong infrastructure and great
technical expertise that Telecom Egypt possesses, which
made it the preferred partner for operators wishing to
develop their businesses and meet the requirements
of their customers,” stressing that these agreements
will contribute to maximizing the return on our strong
investments that we have implemented over the past
years to develop our infrastructure.”

Huawei Cloud Signs an MOU with BM
Consumer Finance (Souhoola) to accelerate
Digital Transformation in Fintech in Egypt

By : Rasha Taha

Huawei Cloud announced the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with BM Consumer Finance (Souhoola),
with the aim of supporting digital payment services through the latest
Huawei Cloud services.

As part of this strategic partnership, BM Consumer Finance (Souhoola)
began leveraging Huawei Cloud services in collaboration with its
certified business partner, DO for Information Technology (DOIT).
This agreement marks a significant milestone in BM Consumer
Finance (Souhoola)’s digital transformation journey, as Huawei Cloud
enhances the company’s technological capabilities and optimizes
its overall performance, while also representing an important step
in providing cloud services to companies across the fintech sector,
ensuring full compliance with Egyptian laws and regulations.

The MOU was signed by Mr. XU Fuqiu JO, CEO of Huawei
Cloud Egypt, and Ahmed El-Shanawany, Managing Director of
BM Consumer Finance (Souhoola). By employing Huawei Cloud’s
advanced technologies and leading cloud solutions, Souhoola will be
able to enhance the customer experience, streamline operations, and
boost financial inclusion across Egypt. Through the development of
an integrated digital platform, customers will be able to manage their
financial affairs easily and safely. With a shared vision for digital
innovation, both companies are poised to lead the rapid transformation
of the fintech landscape in Egypt.

Mr. XU Fugiu JO, CEO of Huawei Cloud Egypt, commented, “Since
launching Huawei Cloud services in Egypt, we’ve been dedicated to
empowering businesses in their digital transformation journeys. In
today’s cloud-driven world, we leverage our advanced cloud solutions
to help enterprises achieve significant operational efficiencies. This
partnership with Souhoola aims to enhance payment solutions and
accelerate digital transformation within the fintech sector. We are
committed to being the trusted partner for businesses navigating this
dynamic landscape”.

Ahmed El-Shanawany, Managing Director of BM Consumer Finance
(Souhoola), said, “We are proud to partner with Huawei Cloud, as this
agreement marks a pivotal moment in Souhoola’s journey to innovate
and expand our financial services across Egypt. By utilizing Huawei’s
secure and scalable cloud technologies, we are enhancing our ability to
provide accessible, efficient financing options to individuals and small
businesses. This collaboration will accelerate our digital transformation
while playing a vital role in advancing financial inclusion, ensuring
that all Egyptians can access the services they need to improve their
lives.”Sameh Kandil, CEO of DO for Information Technology (DO
IT), said that this partnership represents an important milestone in the
fintech sector, marking the company’s inaugural venture in this field
and laying the foundation for even greater successes. It’s also the start
of a promising journey in collaboration with BM Consumer Finance
(Souhoola) and other industry leaders, driving innovation and growth
across the sector.

By: Bakinam Khaled

Under the auspices of Dr. Ayman Ashour, Minister
of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Cairo
University organized the first entrepreneurship
summit in its history, to honor 10 of its graduate
entrepreneurs who founded leading startup
companies in various technological and innovative
sectors and succeeded in reaping financial
investments worth more than $150 million, most
of which came from sources of foreign direct
investment, reflecting global confidence in the
capabilities of Egyptian startups, as it provided
thousands of job opportunities and contributed to
the development of vital sectors in line with Egypt’s
Vision 2030.

This came during a celebration at Cairo University
in the presence of Dr. Hossam Othman, Deputy
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Dr. Mohamed Sami, President of Cairo
University, Dr. Ghada Abdel Bari, Deputy for
Community Affairs, and Dr. Mahmoud Saeed, Vice
President of the University For Postgraduate Studies
and Research Affairs, and Dr. Mohamed Ragab,
Vice President of the University for Education and
Student Affairs. The summit also witnessed a large
attendance of more than a thousand students and
graduates under the dome of Cairo University, in
an event that is the first of its kind within Egyptian
public universities.

Supporting the Entrepreneurship System

For his part, Dr. Hossam Othman, Deputy Minister
of Higher Education for Innovation Affairs,
expressed his pride in the achievements of Cairo
University graduates, noting that they represent
an inspiring model for Egyptian youth. Stressing
the government’s commitment to supporting
the entrepreneurship system by providing the
necessary funding and facilities for the growth of
emerging companies, in addition to training and
qualifying human resources programs, in addition
to implementing research and development
projects in cooperation with industry to produce
competitive commercial products, in addition to
launching competitions to discover innovators and
entrepreneurs.

He added that the national policy for sustainable
innovation will be implemented for the first time in
the history of higher education and scientific research

in Egypt, through four main axes represented
in providing talents, transferring technology,
providing funding, and finally improving the work
environment, in parallel with three main axes, the
first of which is building research and development
capabilities, secondly, reducing the gap between
scientific research and innovation, and finally
building innovation capabilities.
Cairo University and supporting
its graduates

For his part, Dr. Mohamed
Abdel Sadek, President of Cairo
University, praised the pivotal role
played by entrepreneurs in driving
economic and social development,
stressing the university’s
commitment to supporting its
graduates who own emerging
projects and providing the ideal
environment for the growth of
their companies, noting that
Cairo University graduates have
succeeded in establishing some of
the largest emerging companies in
Egypt and the region, which have
received significant investment
support and contributed to
creating wide job opportunities.
These companies include in the recruitment
and educational technology sector (EdTech &
Employment Tech): BasharSoft (owner of Wuzzuf
and Forasna platforms)

Sprints, Orcas, Praxilabs , Health Tech: Chefaa, O7
Therapy

FinTech: Khazna, Nowpay

B2B Software: Instabug, PoultrySync

In the field of journalism and media, the newspaper
and platform *“ Alam Rakamy “ and the platform
“Follow ICT” were honored

Honoring Entrepreneurs

The list of honored entrepreneurs at the summit
included Amir Sharif - Founder of BasharSoft
(Wuzzuf & Forasna), journalist Khaled Hassan,
Founder and Editor-in-Chief of “ Alam Rakamy
“ newspaper “www.alamrakamy.com”, Dr. Rasha
Rady - Chefaa Founder, Tamer Emam - Follow
ICT Platform Dr. Khadija Al-Badawihi - Praxilabs
Founder, Ashraf Bakhit - O7 Therapy Founder,

Hossam Taher - Orcas Founder, Israa Saleh - Super
Abla Founder In addition to honoring those in
charge of entrepreneur support centers and startup
incubators, including Prof. Dr. Shahinaz Gamal and
Prof. Dr. Sahar Fadlallah, in appreciation of their
efforts in supporting and guiding entrepreneurs
within the university.

Towards a Promising Entrepreneurial Future

This summit is the first of its
kind in the history of Cairo
University, and it is an ambitious
step towards promoting the
culture of entrepreneurship
among its students and
graduates. The university looks
forward to organizing more of
these events in the future, to
celebrate more entrepreneurs
who leave their mark in Egypt
and the world.

The list of honored graduates at
the first summit includes:
Bashar Soft

Mr. Amir Sherif graduated from
the Faculty of Engineering,
Department of Communications
and Electronics in 2004 and
holds a Master’s degree in
Computer Engineering from the same faculty in
2008. He founded BasharSoft, which owns the
two websites Wazeef.com and Forasna.com are the
largest online job platforms in Egypt. Companies
use the sites to advertise jobs in all fields and the
platforms use the latest technology to connect job
seekers with suitable opportunities. Wazeef.com and
Forasna platforms have served more than 7 million
job seekers and more than 50 thousand companies.
They have succeeded in employing more than one
million people in Egypt and the Arab world. The
company has succeeded in attracting more than $
12 million from the largest international investment
funds in the field of technology.

“Alam Rakamy” Newspaper and Platform

Khaled Hassan Sayed, who holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Economics and Political Science 1993
“Economics Department” from Cairo University,
is a pioneer in establishing specialized journalism
in the field of information and communications

technology in Egypt and the Arab region and raising
awareness of its importance in building a better
future for society. He was chosen to conduct press
interviews, representing Egypt and the Middle East,
with most of the heads of global technology and
communications companies, including Bill Gates,
CEO of “Microsoft”, and Larry Ellison, CEO of
“Oracle Ginny Rometty, CEO of IBM, Roland
Busch, CEO of Siemens, Michael Dell, CEO of
Dell Technologies, Christian Klein, CEO of SAP,
Steve Jobs, CEO of Apple, and other CEOs.
Founder, Chairman and Editor-in-Chief of “Alam
Rakamy “ newspaper, the first Egyptian and Arab
newspaper specialized in the field of information
and communications technology, affiliated with
the Supreme Council for Media Regulation,
which has been published in Arabic and English
since 2007 until now, and which has succeeded
in raising funding worth 10 million pounds, and
is published in Arabic and English, with the aim
of participating in preparing a new generation
of youth capable of creativity and excellence
in the field of information and communications
technology and for us to have a tangible and
positive role in localizing innovation and
technological creativity and enriching the world of
local entrepreneurship, whether through the paper
newspaper that is published weekly, every Sunday,
or through its website “www.alamrakamy.com” or
through its mobile application “Digital World”
on both the “i0S” store or the “Android” store,
as well as its TV channel “Online” in addition to
“Online” radio, as well as through its application
for people with special needs.

* Alam Rakamy *“ newspaper has received a large
number of international, regional and local awards
through the participation of the newspaper’s
journalists in many competitions related to the
awareness-raising sector in the field of information
and communications technology, the Egyptian
Journalists Syndicate competitions and the Arab
Journalism Award.

“ Alam Rakamy “ newspaper has been honored
by a number of international and local universities,
including Berkeley, Cairo, Ain Shams, Alexandria,
Mansoura, Assiut, Aswan, Kafr El-Sheikh, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid University of Artificial
Intelligence and the Arab League.”.

Flow48 Secures $69M Series A Funding to Expand into Saudi Arabia and Scale Operations

By : Bakinam Khaled

With this new funding, Flow48 is set to

even further,” said Idriss Al Rifai, CEO

smarter decision-making and

risk-based

growth across the region, with recent capital

region,” added Idriss.

Flow48, a leading fintech transforming SME
lending across emerging markets, is excited
to announce today the successful close of
its $69 million Series A funding round. The
round, which is a combination of debt and
equity, was led by Breega and has seen further
investments from 212, Speedinvest, Daphni,
Endeavor Catalyst, Evolution Ventures, and
Plus VC, among others. This milestone marks
amajor step forward in the company’s mission
to redefine access to capital for underserved
SME:s across the Middle East and Africa.

further expand in its two key markets, and
replicate its solution in Saudi Arabia, the
largest economy in the MENA region, with a
sizable yet underdeveloped SME ecosystem.
The company will also continue to add new
features to enhance its platform capabilities,
leveraging alternative data sources and
advanced risk assessment tools to deliver
tailored financial solutions to SMEs.

“We’ve seen tremendous progress in the
SME lending landscape, and this additional
funding allows us to enhance our services

& Co-Founder of Flow48. “SMEs are the
backbone of every economy. They create 90%
of jobs and contribute to 50% of GDP, yet
they remain under-supported. We’re deeply
committed to bridging this gap and fostering
sustainable growth.”

Beyond lending, Flow48 is centralizing
critical data insights in a region where
SME operational data is fragmented. By
aggregating data on payments, operational
behaviors, and sector-specific performance,
Flow48 is building a robust foundation for

lending.

Aligned with government goals to diversify
regional economies beyond oil, gas, and
real estate, Flow48 is playing a pivotal role
in empowering SMEs to drive economic
transformation. The company has also seen
significant interest from traditional financial
institutions and fintechs seeking partnerships
to distribute SME lending solutions,
underscoring Flow48’s position as a leader in
the sector.

“The SME lending space is seeing rapid

raises demonstrating the sector’s enormous
potential,” said Idriss. “This is a tide that raises
all boats. Every success in this space benefits
the sector as a whole, and we’re thrilled to
contribute to this momentum while working
to be the leader in the region.”

The company is deeply grateful for the support
of its investors, including Breega, who led this
round. “Having knowledgeable investors on
board who bring not only capital but also deep
expertise is critical to achieving our vision of
becoming the leading SME lender across the

Ben Marrel, CEO & Founding Partner at
Breega, added:”It’s an honor to lead Flow48’s
Series A. The team’s ability to consistently
deliver on their ambitious roadmap is
remarkable, demonstrating both vision and
execution. Their innovative approach to SME
financing is reshaping the lending landscape
in the GCC, unlocking capital for businesses
that are the backbone of the region’s economy.
We are proud to support Flow48 in scaling
their impact and driving financial inclusion
across the market.”

Nagaty and Shehata Lead “Foras” in a New
Digital Revolution, aiming A $20 million
investments in Digital Media and Games

By : Wael Elgafary

In the midst of the digital revolution reshaping the future of media and
entertainment, “Foras,” a leading investment and innovation company,
announced the launch of four new digital media products targeting diverse
audience segments. This ambitious plan aims to invest $20 million in digital
media and gaming sectors.

This announcement comes after “Foras” surpassed one billion views across
all social media platforms, reshares, and screen records in 2024, through its
first two products: “El Kabsoola,” in partnership with Victory Link, and “El
Mal El Halal,” in collaboration with Digisay.

The new products are part of Foras’s strategy to bolster investments in
fast-growing technological sectors and support startups offering innovative
solutions in digital media and games.

As part of its strategic expansion, “Foras” announced the addition of
Egyptian-Swedish entrepreneur Magdy Shehata as a strategic investor and
board member. Shehata will lead the investment arm in games and digital
media, alongside Sherif Karim, the board member responsible for investment
and growth.

Shehata is one of the most prominent names in entrepreneurship and digital
technologies. He was the first Egyptian, Arab, and African to list a gaming
company on the Nasdaq Stock Exchange in Sweden in 2021. He is also the
founder of Soderhub, a Swedish consulting firm that connects fast-growing
Nordic companies with promising business opportunities in the Middle East
and North Africa, focusing on market entry, strategies, capital raising, and
talent development.

Mohamed Aboulnaga Nagaty, CEO of “Foras,” affirmed that this partnership
reflects the company’s commitment to supporting digital transformation in
the Arab world, providing content that resonates with younger generations
and children.

vivo Strengthens Local Manufacturing in Egypt and
Unveils Latest Smartphones with Advanced Features

By :Mohamed Elkholy

vivo, a global leading technology
company specializing in smartphone
manufacturing, announces the expansion
of its investments and industrial
operations in Egypt, alongside the launch
of its new locally manufactured Y29
smartphone from its advanced factory
in the 10th of Ramadan City. This move
aims to strengthen vivo’s presence in
the Egyptian market, reinforcing its
commitment to innovation and local
manufacturing in Egypt.

This expansion enhances Egypt’s
position as a regional manufacturing
hub, creating 1,500 direct and indirect
job  opportunities. The factory’s
production capacity can reach up to
500,000 “Made in Egypt” smartphones
per month, contributing to the local
economy and boosting the Egyptian
market’s  capabilities.

By manufacturing smartphones locally,
vivo provides Egyptian consumers with
a key competitive advantage, as devices
produced within Egypt are exempt from
additional taxes, making them more
affordably priced without compromising
quality or specifications. This initiative
aligns with vivo’s strategy to deliver
cutting-edge technology at accessible

prices while enhancing its distribution
network and after-sales services, which
currently include 11 service centers
across the country.

Alex Zhan, CEO of vivo Egypt,
commented: “Local manufacturing is
more than just an operational expansion;
it reflects our deep commitment to
the Egyptian market by bringing the
latest technologies and innovations
that meet consumer aspirations, with
a special focus on the youth segment.
This expansion is part of an ongoing
approach, as we have been developing
and producing our smartphones locally
since vivo Egypt was established in
2018. Our team consists of over 1,500
employees nationwide, including more
than 600 skilled workers. The vivo Egypt
factory adheres to the highest quality
standards, earning ISO 9001 certification
and membership in the Authorized
Economic Operator (AEO) program,
enhancing supply chain efficiency and
transparency.”

Islam Adam, Marketing Director at
vivo Egypt, added: “Today’s Egyptian
consumer seeks a comprehensive
experience that goes beyond technical
specifications to include manufacturing
quality, fast availability, and strong after-

sales support. With local manufacturing,
we can meet these expectations with
greater  flexibility ~while offering
more competitive prices thanks to tax
exemptions. Additionally, expanding
production  within  Egypt allows
us to streamline supply chains and
provide faster, more efficient support,
strengthening long-term customer trust in
our brand. In line with the government’s
ambitious plans for this sector.”
vivo’s expansion in local manufacturing
aligns with the ICT sector’s plans to
boost local production and increase
digital exports, with the government
aiming to raise their value to $9
billion by 2026. This move is part of a
broader vision to localize industries and
reduce reliance on imports, supporting
the goal of increasing Egypt’s total
exports to over $146 billion by 2030.
Local ~ smartphone  manufacturing,
including the Y29, is a key step toward
strengthening Egypt’s position as a
regional hub for technological industries
and advancing the state’s plans to raise
the ICT sector’s contribution to GDP
from 5.8% in 2023/2024 to 8% by 2030,
reflecting the country’s ability to attract
foreign investments and drive economic
growth.

Basata solidifies its presence in Jordan with the acquisition of an
additional stake in Madfoatcom with a conortium of prominent

Jordanian banks and the Social Security Investment Fund
By ; Basel Khaled

Basata Holding for Financial Payments S.A.E, a leading fintech company
specializing in digital payments, has reinforced its position in Jordan by
increasing its stake in MadfoatCom, the country’s foremost electronic payment
provider, to 25%. This strategic acquisition further strengthens Basata’s role
in accelerating digital financial inclusion across the region and enhancing the
digital payments infrastructure in Jordan. The investment was executed in
collaboration with a consortium of key Jordanian financial institutions, including
Jordan Kuwait Bank (JKB) and the Social Security Investment Fund (SSIF),
underscoring a collective commitment to advancing the fintech ecosystem and
supporting Jordan’s digital transformation agenda.

The acquisition was officially announced during a meeting at the Central Bank
of Jordan, attended by the Governor of the Central Bank and key stakeholders.
In addition to Basata, the new investors joining MadfoatCom include the Social
Security Investment Fund (7%), Arab Bank, Housing Bank for Trade and
Finance, Jordan Islamic Bank, and Jordan Kuwait Bank. With this transaction,
the banking sector now collectively holds over 50% of the ownership in
MadfoatCom, further solidifying its role as a key player in Jordan’s financial
ecosystem.

Basata’s investment in MadfoatCom aligns with its long-term vision
of expanding digital financial services across the region. By leveraging
MadfoatCom’s deep market expertise and infrastructure, Basata aims to
introduce innovative payment solutions that enhance accessibility, efficiency,
and financial inclusion for both businesses and consumers. The partnership
will also focus on expanding digital payment services, including online and
mobile transactions, money transfers, and bill payments. Additionally, a key
emphasis will be placed on supporting small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) by providing digital financial tools that drive operational efficiency
and growth.
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Hassan: The presidential initiative “Digital Pioneers” represents a golden opportunity for technological
training and preparing a distinguished generation of cadres capable of competing globally

By: Wael Magdy
Journalist Khaled Hassan, editor-in-chief of “Digital
World” newspaper, confirmed that the launch of the
“Digital Pioneers” initiative by the President of the
Republic represents a qualitative leap in the field of
technological training, as it aims to qualify a large
group of young people for free through scholarships
in various fields of communications and information
technology, in order to help them enter the labor
market in this promising sector by providing technical
and practical training in major companies, in addition
to building personal skills, including languages, in
addition to the specializations that the initiative will
include, which include artificial intelligence, data
science, cybersecurity, software development, networks
and digital infrastructure, digital arts, electronic circuit
design and building integrated systems.

He added that trained young cadres are one of the most
prominent competitive advantages that Egypt enjoys in
the field of information technology, communications
and electronics, and one of the most important elements
that attract global companies to establish centers
in Egypt to export services in all areas of artificial
intelligence, cloud computing, information security,
integrated software or electronic design and other high-
value specializations, as our initiatives “Creativity...
Your Path to Success” seek to educate, support and
qualify students, spread the culture of entrepreneurship,
develop the educational process and the necessity of
qualifying students to increase their competitive ability
to obtain suitable job opportunities through the concept
of freelance work. This came during the activities of the
19th session of the Creativity Initiative.. Your Path to
Success, which was organized by the “Digital World”
newspaper for the 19th consecutive year at universities,
and was managed by journalist Khaled Hassan, Editor-
in-Chief of “Digital World”, under the patronage of Dr.
Adel Zein El-Din, President of Taiba Technological
University in Luxor, and attended by Dr. Mohamed
Abdel Moneim Raslan, Vice President of the University,
Dr. Hamouda Dardeer, Dean of the Faculty of Industrial
and Energy Technology at the University, and Zainab
Fawzy, Representative of the Center for Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Luxor Branch.
Graduation Projects

He explained that the information
localization industry requires huge

technology
investments

and scientific and skill capabilities, pointing out the
keenness of the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA), affiliated with
the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, to qualify young people for the labor
market in this industry within the framework of the
initiative to launch a number of initiatives, including
“ITAC”, which includes 6 axes, one of which is to grant
30 thousand pounds to help students in the faculties of
engineering, computers and information in developing
and implementing their graduation projects, in addition
to its support for summer training programs for students
in cooperation with the National Telecommunications
Institute (NTI) and also a number of Global technology
companies such as Cisco and Huawei.

He added that the entities affiliated with the Ministry
of Communications launched the “Tech Job” initiative
in cooperation with Nasser Social Bank and the “Tech
Skill” initiative as the first electronic platform to provide
training videos in Arabic on the latest technological
specializations,  including artificial  intelligence
and cybersecurity. Students are granted certificates
accredited by the Information Technology Institute “iTi”
in addition to launching the “Egypt Makes Electronics”
initiative through the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center “TIEC” by refining students
with an array of technical skills and personal qualities
to enhance their competitive capabilities in regional
and international labor markets, adding that there is
interest in focusing on preparing specialized skills in
integrated software in the field of self-driving cars, as
this specialization is witnessing increasing interest and
demand in the global labor market.

The Golden Age

He pointed to the interest of all state agencies, starting
with the President of the Republic, through a number of
ministries, headed by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, the Ministry of
Investment, as well as the Ministry of Industry, in
addition to the Ministry of Planning, by launching a
variety of initiatives and projects that aim to provide
full support to innovators in the field of information and
communications technology.

Creativity depends on two main wings, the first of which
is the availability of new innovative ideas capable of
providing creative solutions to our societal problems,

and the second wing is providing easy financing to
bring these ideas to light, instead of remaining locked
in drawers, to become tangible products, explaining that
there are many governmental and non-governmental
entities “which exceed about 20 entities, currently
have programs to finance and support creative ideas
for university students, including the Information
Technology Industry Development Agency “www.itida.
gov.eg”, at the Ministry of Communications, through
initiatives to establish 23 Egypt Centers for Digital
Creativity with investments exceeding 8.5 billion
pounds, as the initiative aims to support and qualify
emerging companies and owners of ideas in the field
of information technology within an integrated plan to
establish a center in every university in all governorates,
bringing the total number of centers to 28 centers.
Transforming ideas into projects

Journalist Khaled Hassan called on students to learn
about and benefit from the “ITAC” initiative, which is
organized annually by the “ITIDA” Authority, affiliated
with the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, to obtain funding worth 30 thousand pounds
for graduation projects for students of the faculties of
computers, information, engineering and sciences, as
the door is opened for applications at the end of January
until the end of February of each year. It also helps you
transform your idea into a commercial project, starting

with funding for the graduation project for students
during university, followed by income to the financing
stage before establishing the company and funding
through technological incubators with a value starting
at about 360 thousand pounds In addition, the Authority
has a program to develop technology products and it is
possible to reach 5 million pounds if there is a research
project in cooperation with the university through one of
the axes of the “ITAC” initiative as well.

He pointed out that the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center at “ITIDA” www.tiec.
gov.eg organizes periodic competitions to discover
innovators and entrepreneurs, support the development
of prototypes of initial products and provide funding,
incubate start-ups, mentor, provide co-working
spaces, entrepreneurship incentives, awareness and
communication. Through a program to support
creativity, incubators, training and entrepreneurship.
Funding bodies

The editor-in-chief of “Digital World” explained that
there is also the Academy of Scientific Research “www.
asrt.sci.eg”, through the programs of the Office for
Supporting Innovation and Technology Transfer and
Marketing “TICO” and a group of programs for the
Creativity and Innovation Development Agency and
the “Cairo Innovates” competition. There is also the
Science and Technology Development Fund affiliated
with the Supreme Council for Science and Technology
“wwwl.stdf.org.eg” through funding a number of
research projects, as well as the role of investment funds
in emerging technology companies, in addition to the
role of civil society organizations and participation in
competitions organized by information technology
companies and some local and international institutions
and bodies to gain experience in interaction and
exchange of information necessary to manage and make
our ideas successful and transform them into projects,
which is known as entrepreneurship, and learning how
to present our ideas in a good way...not to mention
benefiting from the value of financial prizes to translate
our ideas into tangible products.

One of the appropriate sources of funding is
crowdfunding platforms, in addition to venture capital
funds, to support innovative ideas that can provide new
services to the end user. They were established about 15
years ago, and through them thousands of ideas have
succeeded in raising hundreds of millions of dollars to

be able to transform into tangible products. He explained
that there are many crowdfunding platforms, the most
famous of which are globally “KickStarter, Indiegogo,
and in Arabic the Zomal website” http://ar.zoomaal.
com/ “as these platforms aim to support entrepreneurs
in obtaining the necessary funding to transform their
ideas into products. Annual Competitions The editor-
in-chief of “Digital World” also called on students to
benefit from the annual periodic competitions organized
by civil society organizations, as well as to participate
in competitions organized by global information
technology companies and some local and international
institutions and bodies to gain the experience of
interaction and exchange of information necessary to
manage and succeed our ideas and transform them into
projects, which is known as entrepreneurship, and learn
how to present our ideas in a good way.. not to mention
benefiting from the value Financial awards to translate
our ideas into tangible products.

Khaled Hassan, editor-in-chief of the “Digital World”
newspaper, confirmed that the “Venture Capital” fund
and seed funding funds represent one of the sources of
funding for emerging technology companies, as there
are about 20 “VC” funds operating in Egypt, and there
are about 80 funds in the Middle East and Africa region
and about 250 funds worldwide, as the funding provided
by these funds ranges from hundreds of thousands
to hundreds of millions of dollars for each company
according to the company’s evaluation and the extent of
its funding needs.

He added that a number of emerging technology
companies have succeeded in obtaining funding
from these funds, including the “Trella” platform,
which specializes in providing transportation services
using transport vehicles, and “Maksab”, the Egyptian
emerging company specialized in e-commerce,
“Maksab”, obtained $40 million, and recently “Hala”
obtained $250 million, bringing the total funding it
received to about $450 million.

Journalist Khaled Hassan pointed out that one of the
most important financing mechanisms available to
innovators is angel investors, whether in the form of
individuals or companies, who actively invest in the field
of local startups specialized in the field of technology
by providing non-refundable financing in exchange for
obtaining a fixed return from the startups that are funded
or obtaining the products or services they provide.

Adel Zein El-Din: Taiba University aims to prepare a student who

Dardir, Dean of the Faculty of Industrial

Vice President of the University: We aim to enhance

possesses digital tools to develop innovative community solutions

By: Rasha Taha
Dr. Adel Zein EI-Din Mohamed
Moussa, President of Taiba

Technological University in Luxor,
confirmed that the university
supports all initiatives that would
enhance the experiences and
skills of students, especially
those related to entrepreneurship,
in light of the state’s interest in
digital transformation and creating
and preparing human cadres in
various technological fields, which
contributes to providing new job
opportunities and empowering
students with the skills and
requirements of the future.

He added that the College
of  Industrial and  Energy
Technology is considered one
of the distinguished colleges in
its administration and faculty
members, and this is reflected in its
students and graduates. The college
is keen to qualify and prepare
graduates by organizing training
courses in the fields of computers
and information systems,
calling on students to invest this
opportunity to acquire more digital
skills that are compatible with the
requirements of the local and Arab
labor market.

This came during the activities of
the 19th session of the Creativity
Initiative.. Your Path to Success,
which was organized by the

\

“Digital World” newspaper for
the nineteenth consecutive year
at universities, and was managed

by journalist Khaled Hassan,
Editor-in-Chief of “Digital World”
under the patronage of Dr. Adel
Zein El-Din, President of Taiba
Technological University in Luxor,
and attended by Dr. Mohamed
Abdel Moneim Raslan, Vice
President of the University, Dr.
Hamouda Dardeer, Dean of the
Faculty of Industrial and Energy
Technology at the University, and
Zainab Fawzy, Representative
of the Center for Technological
Innovation and Entrepreneurship,
Luxor Branch.

He explained that we seek through
these activities to qualify university
students for the labor market and
link students to the labor market by
inviting major companies working
in the fields of computer science
and various information systems to

give lectures on their need for skills
and tools that must be available in
the graduate to easily obtain a job
opportunity.

Dr. Adel Zein El-Din, President
of the University, confirmed his
happiness to hold this important
seminar on  entrepreneurship,
which aims to introduce students to
the grants and initiatives provided
by the Ministry to support and
qualify students and entrepreneurs,
which contribute to spreading
innovative awareness in the field
of technology Localizing the
culture of entrepreneurship as one
of its most important roles within
the concept of social responsibility,
especially among students and
student groups.

Thanks to the “Digital World”
newspaper for its efforts in
cooperation with its partners from
information and communications
technology companies to
communicate continuously
with students of the Faculty
of Computers and Information
and to introduce training
programs and governmental and
community initiatives that aim
to develop students’ digital skills
as well as to spread the culture
of entrepreneurship and help
owners of innovative ideas to
establish emerging technology
companies.

Technology: Qualifying our cadres on the latest

technologies through practical training programs

By: Amin KadrY

Dr. Hamouda Dardir, Dean of the Faculty of Industrial
Technology and Energy at Taiba Technological University in
Luxor, confirmed that the college seeks to enhance partnership
with the industrial community, whether in Luxor or in the Upper
Egypt region, by identifying the needs of industrial facilities
for human competencies, which the college undertakes to
prepare through training programs and study courses to
train and increase students’ skills in the latest specializations
using modern technology, noting that training programs have
already been organized in factories, as practical study at the
technological university exceeds about 60%.

This came during the activities of the 19th
session of the Creativity Initiative.. Your
Path to Success, which was organized by
the “Digital World” newspaper for the
nineteenth consecutive year at universities,
and was managed by journalist Khaled
Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of “Digital World”
under the auspices of Dr. Adel Zein El-
Din, President of Taiba Technological |
University in Luxor, and attended by Dr.
Mohamed Abdel Moneim Raslan, Vice
President of the University, Zeinab Fawzy,
Representative of the Center for Technological Creativity and
Entrepreneurship, Luxor Branch.. He added that it is concerned
with education through competencies and not ordinary academic
education, so that the graduate is able to carry out the tasks
assigned to him and is able to achieve the greatest benefit or not,
and this is what distinguishes technological universities, and
this is what led to the high turnout at technological universities
this year. He explained that we look forward to presenting many
ideas and projects of students to all companies participating
in the initiative with the aim of providing support for these
projects or adopting them from one of these companies,

the professional skills of our students in line with the
requirements of the local and global labor market

By: Sarah Nour El-Din

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Moneim
Raslan, Vice President of Taiba
University of  Technology
in Luxor, confirmed that the
university is rich in professional
cadres and leaders that graduates
and students can exploit to
market themselves and enhance
their  professional  skills in
the digital and technological
labor market, including the
Professional Development
Center and the Entrepreneurship
Center, especially since artificial
intelligence has become a
fundamental component in all
fields, not only professional, but
has extended to include scientific
research, appreciating the efforts
of the Faculty of Computers and
Information family in advancing
the educational process.

This came during the activities of
the 19th session of the “Creativity...
Your Path to Success” initiative,
which was organized by the
“Digital World” newspaper for
the 19th consecutive year at
universities, and was managed
by journalist Khaled Hassan,
Editor-in-Chief =~ of  “Digital
World” under the patronage of

|

Dr. Adel Zein El-Din, President of
Thebes Technological University
in Luxor, and attended by Dr.
Hamouda Dardir, Dean of the
Faculty of Industrial Technology
and Energy at the University,
and Zainab Fawzy, representative
of the Center for Technological
Innovation and Entrepreneurship,
Luxor Branch.

He added that the university
encourages  such  important
events that seek to shed light
on the initiatives launched by
many ministries, especially the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology and the
Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, to
support and qualify students
and entrepreneurs, in addition to
introducing students to the most

important sources of funding
available to support students’
graduation ideas and projects to
transform from mere ideas into
tangible projects on the ground
that are capable of competing
and providing innovative
technological solutions to many
of the challenges facing society.
The Vice President of the
University expressed his great
happiness in hosting the “Digital
World”  newspaper initiative
“Creativity... Your Path to
Success”, which  constitutes
a bridge of communication
between universities As
laboratories ~ for  unloading
technological human cadres, and
representing the supply side of the
labor market, and between global
and local information technology
companies, as representing the
demand side of the labor market,
calling on students to maximize
the benefit from the training
opportunities and develop the
digital skills provided by the
initiative in a way that helps
build a distinguished “brand
name” for students and graduates
of the faculties of computers and
information at the university.

Zainab: “Creativa” launches a program and initiatives that start with developing technological skills and reach financing start-ups

By: Ghada Helmy
Zainab Fawzy, representative of
the Egypt Digital Creativity Center

“Creativa”, affiliated with the
Information ~ Technology Industry
Development Agency “ITIDA” at

the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, confirmed
that the center, which was established
in 2010 and is affiliated with the
agency, provides a group of training
programs and financing initiatives to
spread the culture of entrepreneurship
and start-ups through 5 stages, the first
of which is developing “digital skills”,
followed by the stage “Support your
idea”, then the third stage “Start your
company”, while the fourth stage is
“Develop your company”, and the fifth
stage is “Participate in the creativity
community”.

This came during the activities of
the 19th session of the Creativity
Initiative.. Your Path to Success,
which was organized by the “Digital
World” newspaper for the nineteenth
consecutive year at universities, and
was managed by journalist Khaled
Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of “Digital
World”, under the patronage of Dr.
Adel Zein El-Din, President of Thebes
Technological University in Luxor,
and attended by Dr. Mohamed Abdel
Moneim Raslan, Vice President of the
University, Dr. Hamouda Dardir, Dean
of the Faculty of Industrial Technology
and Energy at the University, and

Zeinab Fawzy, Representative of the
Center for Technological Innovation
and Entrepreneurship, Luxor Branch.
InnovEgypt

She added that the first phase “Skills
Development” includes two programs,
the first of which is the program for
building the capacities of students
and graduates in the field of creativity
and entrepreneurship, Info Egypt
“InnovEgypt”, which is a unique
program for building capacities in the
field of creativity and entrepreneurship.
The program is considered a training
opportunity for university students
and graduates in the specializations
of information and communications
technology. The program targets
young people who wish to become
entrepreneurs in the future, either by
establishing start-up companies or
by acquiring entrepreneurship skills,
according to the requirements of
local and international companies.
The program includes 3 main
units “Innovation and Technology
Management” and “Design Ideas and
Entrepreneurship The second program
is the “Technology Innovation Center
Ambassador” program, which aims to
promote the culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship and spread it among
university students and graduates.
3 programs to support ideas

Zainab explained the second phase
“Support Ideas” as it includes 3
programs, the first of which is the

“Pre-Incubation”  program, which
aims to support start-up companies
in their early stages and help them
achieve growth through education and
guidance. The program provides an
intensive and rapid education process to
contribute to accelerating the life cycle
of innovative companies, as it provides
the equivalent of years of learning
by practice in just a few months.
The program is organized entirely
online, and targets entrepreneurs with
innovative ideas and technological
proficiency in all governorates of the
republic. He pointed out that the second
program is the “She is a Pioneer”
program, which is a program designed
by the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center with the aim
of supporting female entrepreneurs
who are novices in the information
and communications technology
sector, whether they own technological
products or use  information
technology in the process of marketing
their products. Through the program,
female entrepreneurs are trained
in all governorates of Egypt on the
methodologies and concepts of start-
ups and small projects, while the third
program is the “Metaverse Innovation
Hackathon at Egypt Digital Innovation
Centers”, which is a series of interactive
competitions that are implemented
through online events throughout the
republic with the aim of enhancing
the use of various technologies that

contribute to building and developing
the “Metaverse” world, which supports
the creation of many applications and
solutions directly, such as GameFi,
SocialFi, NFT, DAO, DAC, and GPT,
or indirectly (any product or service
based on emerging technologies, with
direct use in enhancing the Metaverse
experience). Building the capacity of
entrepreneurs

The representative of the “Creativa”
Center confirmed that the third phase
“Start Your Company” includes 3, the
first of which is “Startup Launchpad”,
where ITIDA, in cooperation with
the American University in Cairo
Business Incubator, offers the “Startup
Launchpad” program with the aim
of stimulating the technological
innovation environment in Egypt by
building the capacity of entrepreneurs
and owners of emerging projects in
the fields of technology, and helping
them launch their projects. The

program extends over eight weeks and
provides a certificate accredited by the
Authority and the Business Incubator
for successfully passing the program
stages and specializing in the field of
entrepreneurship.

As for the second program, it is the
“Start IT Incubators Program”, where
the center organizes the technology
incubators program with the aim
of supporting young entrepreneurs,
owners of modern startups or those
who wish to transform their ideas into
successful companies. The program
consists of several stages and includes
providing financial support and in-
kind services, in addition to providing
mentors and the necessary programs
and devices during the incubation
period, which lasts for one year. The
incubation package includes support
worth 250 thousand Egyptian pounds,
directed to marketing services, human
resources, legal and technical services,
access to local and international
exhibitions, in addition to providing
technical, objective and commercial
consultations and guidance. As for the
third program, it is “Breakfast with
an Investor”, which Organized by the
center on a monthly basis with the aim
of connecting incubated companies
and graduates of incubation programs
with global investors, in addition to
helping investors choose startups to
provide support.

Develop Your Company

Zainab pointed out that the fourth
phase is “Develop Your Company”,
which includes 6 programs, the first
of which is the “Access to Skills
Program”, which is a series of technical
challenges organized by the center to
facilitate companies’ access to skilled
and talented people efficiently and
effectively. As for the second program,
it is the “Huawei Spark Program”,
which was launched by “ITIDA”, in
partnership with “Huawei”, to enable
emerging technology companies to
access new markets, expand their
activity, increase the size of their
customer base, innovate, and facilitate
companies’ access Promising startups
specialized in the fields of artificial
intelligence, data management, digital
games and e-commerce, for cloud
services provided by Huawei. The
third program is “Consulting Service”
and the center provides individual
advisory sessions for startups in
many different commercial and
technical fields, including financial
management, e-marketing, sales,
business development, intellectual
property and legal affairs.
Co-working Spaces

The fourth program is “Co-working
Spaces”, the center provides co-
working spaces for entrepreneurs
in the field of communications and
technology, investors and technicians,
to work, learn and hold meetings. The
fifth program is “Building Innovation

Capabilities in Companies” and is an
advanced version of the InnovEgypt
Industry program. It was designed
to spread and enhance the culture of
innovation within small and micro
Egyptian companies and build their
capabilities in how to generate and
implement innovative ideas in order
to build a better future for them.
The sixth program is the Digital
Egypt Innovation Centers, which
currently number 23 centers across
the governorates. Creativity Egypt
Platform

The representative of the “Creativa”
Center indicated that the fifth phase
“Share the Creativity Community”
includes the “Creativity —Egypt
Platform”, which is an electronic
platform for innovation, providing a
source of inspiration, education and
communication for innovators and
entrepreneurs. The platform provides
inspiring educational content, practical
tools, models and an opportunity to
enter networks of innovation hubs and
centers around the world. The platform
aims to highlight Egyptian innovators
locally and globally, create meeting
points between them, and build
collaborative communities between
representatives  of the Egyptian
innovation and  entrepreneurship
environment, in addition to educating
innovators, startups and entrepreneurs
about technology and innovation
management.
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