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With the Regional Director of Oracle Egypt:

The Minister of Communications discusses Oracle’s plans to enhance cooperation in
digital transformation and human resource development in Egypt

By: Bakinam Khaled

Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, received Engineer
Waleed Ahmed, Vice President of Oracle Cloud
Applications for the Middle Market in the Central and
Eastern Europe, Middle East, and Africa (ECEMEA)
region at Oracle Corporation and the company’s
Regional Director in Egypt, and Engineer Tamer
Gamal, Technology Director at Oracle Egypt. The
meeting addressed the company’s plans to enhance
cooperation in the areas of digital transformation and
building digital capabilities in Egypt.

The meeting also included a review of the
most prominent projects of the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology in
the field of digital transformation, which are being
implemented in cooperation with various state
sectors, as well as the Ministry’s initiatives to build

digital capabilities aimed at young people in various
technological specializations, particularly programs
concerned with training for employment and
equipping young people with the skills required by
the job market.

The company’s initiative, currently being
implemented, to provide training grants to 150,000
young Egyptians on the latest technologies was also
reviewed. Cloud computing technologies contribute
to developing a qualified digital workforce that
supports the needs of the local and global labor
market.

Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, emphasized the
Ministry’s commitment to creating an attractive
investment environment that encourages investors
to expand their operations in the communications
and information technology sector. He explained
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that the Ministry is working to expand the
establishment of data centers and solidify Egypt’s
position as a regional hub for the data industry.
The Ministry is also encouraging investment
in advanced technologies, particularly cloud
computing, which will contribute to accelerating
the pace of digital transformation and supporting
the provision of advanced digital services that meet

the needs of various sectors of the country.
Engineer Raafat Hindi praised Oracle’s efforts in
providing specialized training for young people in
modern technologies, in line with the Ministry’s
strategy for building digital capabilities and its
commitment to qualifying youth in advanced
technologies, thus enhancing their readiness for
the local and global labor market. He affirmed
the Ministry’s readiness to support the company’s
efforts in implementing this initiative in a way that
maximizes its impact and expands its benefits.
Engineer Waleed Ahmed affirmed the company’s
commitment to supporting the growth of the
digital economy in Egypt by providing the
latest artificial intelligence and cloud computing
technologies. He added: “With By launching our
training initiative for 150,000 Egyptians in the
latest cloud computing technologies, we are also
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contributing to building a strong local talent pool
that will accelerate the adoption of cutting-edge
digital technologies by Egyptian institutions. It
was also agreed to organize a workshop to explore
potential collaboration with the company in the
areas of digital transformation, capacity building,
and cloud computing.

The meeting was attended by Eng. Mahmoud
Badawy, Assistant Minister of Communications
and Information Technology for Digital
Transformation Affairs; Dr. Heba Saleh, Head
of the Information Technology Institute; Eng.
Saad Rushdy, Head of the Central Department
for Resources and Technical Assistance and
Supervisor of the Central Department for
Technological Projects and Outsourcing at the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology; and several other ministry officials.

Freedom International Group Launches FIRSTLINE in the UAE,
Introducing a New Growth Model for Hospitality

By : Islam Tawfik

FIRSTLINE, a new hospitality technology platform designed to turn guest
influence into measurable business growth, has officially launched in Dubai,
introducing a performance based model created specifically for high end

restaurants and hospitality venues.

Launching first in the UAE, FIRSTLINE enters the market with a clear purpose
to support the hospitality industry with a smarter, more accountable model for
growth. Built at the intersection of technology, business intelligence and modern
consumer behaviour, the platform enables venues to unlock measurable revenue
through customer engagement, social influence and
loyalty mechanics that are directly tied to performance.
As customer acquisition costs rise and traditional
influencer marketing becomes increasingly inefficient
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By : Rasha Hagag

BridgeWise, the leading wealth Al
provider, announced today the release
of its inaugural State of Al for Wealth
in 2026 report, a global study of 2,100
respondents across 19 countries. The
research confirms that Al adoption has
passed a definitive tipping point, with

using Al tools for investment-related
queries, with nearly half (45.7%)
emerging as power users, consulting
Al “always” or “often” when seeking
investment information.

The data reveals a redrawn global map
where institutions in even the most
highly regulated financial markets
must move quickly to keep pace with
existing demand and user expectations.

The report also introduces the “edge.”

more accountable and performance driven alternatives.
FIRSTLINE responds to this shift by offering a model
where marketing, loyalty and revenue are directly
connected.Positioned as a next generation loyalty and
. visibility layer, FIRSTLINE sits seamlessly on top of
\ a venue’s existing ecosystem, connecting guests, their

networks and venues into a closed loop ecosystem
where value circulates continuously, from spend to rewards to repeat visits,
without leaking outside the network. Unlike traditional marketing or loyalty
tools, FIRSTLINE does not introduce additional cost layers. Loyalty is funded
through existing revenue allocation, and when redeemed, is processed back as
revenue within the venue, creating a self sustaining economic loop.

78% Now Use Al for Investment Information,
BridgeWise Global Study Finds

Global Wealth Al Optimism Index, a
proprietary benchmark that evaluates
the 19 included countries through
four weighted pillars: Adoption (Al
usage frequency), Confidence (trust
in Al accuracy), Edge (perceived
competitive advantage when using Al
for investing), and Momentum (intent
78.3% of respondents globally already ~ to  replace traditional
research with Al).

The Middle East emerged as the
top-ranked region globally, coming
ahead of APAC, North America,
and Europe in both current adoption
rates and future momentum. LATAM
also outperformed these established
markets, ranking first in the world C
for reported confidence and the belief | Day, held during GITEX
that Al provides a definitive strategic

investment

e Bidding Conditions:
Commissioned by Egypt-TEDA
SEZONE Development Company,
Urban Hive Office) conducted a
public tender for The Expansion
Area 6 Km2 - Construction Works
for TEDA PLAZA Phase 1

* Project Overview and Bidding
Scope:

* Project Overview: The Expansion
Area 6 Km2 - Construction Works
for TEDA PLAZA Phase 1, the
main construction content includes
five apartments building concrete
structure, fire water tank, electricity
sub-station, fence and gates and
outside facilities.

* Construction site: The project is
located in The Expansion Area 6
Km?2 of 3rd sector of north-west Gulf
of Suez Economic Zone, TEDA, Ain
Sokhna Industrial Zone, Suez Canal
Economic Zone, Egypt.

e The planned construction period
requirements: (12) months after the
winner get the construction order
from the owner (Final construction
period will be confirmed in the
contract).

By : Amir Taha

Visa, a global leader in digital
payments, invite  Fintech
innovators based in Affrica to

Africa Fintech Accelerator. The
deadline for applications is May

This announcement comes on
the back of a spotlight on 18
high-growth fintech startups
from 10 African countries
at the Visa Africa Fintech
Accelerator Cohort 5 Demo

Africa in Marrakech. Marking
a major milestone for the

program, Visa also announced
that the accelerator has now
supported more than 100 sector,  with
startups across the continent
apply for Cohort 6 of the Visa since launch, underscoring
its growing role in advancing
innovation, expanding access
17, 2026 on to digital

ecosystem.

The Cohort 5 Demo Day brought
together founders, investors,
corporate partners, and industry
leaders to celebrate the latest
class of startups completing the
accelerator’s intensive three-
month program. The cohort

¢ Project quality requirements: meet
the Egyptian acceptance standards.
¢ Contractor Qualifications:

The contractor (or a party to the
contractor consortium) must have
the construction qualification issued
by the Egyptian Federation of
Construction  Contractors.

e Deadline for Announcement and
Acquisition of Bidding Documents
(Egyptian Time):

e The bidding announcement of this
tender project will be published from
19/04/2026 to 25/04/2026.

e The deadline for obtaining the
tendering documents for this bidding
project is: 25/04/2026.

* The deadline for submission of the
bidding documents for this bidding
project is: 11/05/2026.

* The tenderer will not accept any
bidder who fails to receive the
bidding documents within the time
limit.

e The Control Price should be:
5,461,177.76 ~ USD.

. How to Obtain
Documents?
Bidders should obtain the bidding

Bidding

payments, and

companies
billion. ~ Through

commercial

reflects the dynamism and
diversity of Africa’s fintech  Visa’s global network, the
participating
startups operating across 28
markets and building solutions
that address a wide range of
commerce and financial services
needs across the continent.

strengthening Africa’s fintech  Since its launch,
Africa Fintech Accelerator has
supported 104 startups across
five cohorts, with participating
representing  a
combined valuation of $1.4

mentorship, strategic guidance,
engagement

Announcement of Construction Tender

documents from the consultant office
from 12 o’clock to 5 o’clock (PM)
Egyptian Time.

e Submission of tender documents:
Refer to the tender document (Very
Important Condition).

e Contact:

Consultant: Urban Hive Office
Representative: Mr. Ahmed
Mohammed Magdy Mohammed
Mortada  “office  manager”
Office Address: 24 D south academy
— District 5 — New Cairo - Cairo
Phone: +2-01007122732 -
0225373760

Email: Ahmed_magdy309 @hotmail.
com , Reham.Urbanhive@outlook.
com

Owner: Egypt TEDA SEZONE

Development Company
Representative: Eng. Ahmed Abd El-
Baky

Office Address: 3rd sector of

North-West Gulf of Suez Economic
Zone, TEDA, Ain Sokhnah Phone:
01066652311

Email: a.abdelbaky @egyteda.com

Visa Opens Applications in Egypt for Cohort  for the Visa Africa Fintech Accelerator

opportunities, and access to

program helps fintech founders
scale their businesses, strengthen
their product offerings, and
unlock new growth pathways.
Beyond startup acceleration,
the program continues to foster

the Visa meaningful collaboration
between  alumni,  strategic
partners, and Visa. This

approach is essential  for
accelerating the growth of
participating companies,
providing them with access to
new business opportunities and
scalable  support.

tailored

DataFlow Group Integrates AI-Powered
Verification Solutions into DIFC Courts’
Formally Established Notary Service

By : Mohamed Essam

Following the formal establishment of the Dubai
International Financial Centre (DIFC) Courts’ Notary
Service under Dubai Law No. (2) of 2025, DataFlow
Group confirms its integration of Al-powered
verification technology into the service, reinforcing
the UAE’s standing as a global leader in digital
governance and secure legal services.

The Notary Service was established under the
legislative framework issued by His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
which governs the DIFC Courts and defines their
independent jurisdiction.

Resolution No. (4) of 2025, issued by His Highness
Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, First Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance of the UAE,
and President of the Dubai International Financial
Centre (DIFC), further approved the Certificates,
Authentication and Attestation Regulations, granting
Notary Officers powers to administer oaths, witness
declarations, and certify true copies of original
documents.

The first-of-its-kind service in the UAE, the Notary
Service covers English-language documents and
offers three access channels: an automated self-
service option, a live virtual system, and an in-person
service. Documents eligible for notarisation include
affidavits, commercial contracts and agreements,
powers of attorney, birth and marriage certificates,
identity documents, and other official records.
DataFlow’s integration delivers two core capabilities.
Al Document Tampering Detection uses artificial
intelligence to analyse documents for forgery or
manipulation within seconds, before notarisation
is completed. Primary Source Verification (PSV)
confirms document authenticity through direct
verification with the original issuing authority,
providing the highest level of legal reliability and
protection.

His Excellency Justice Omar Al Mheiri, Director,
DIFC Courts, said: “The DIFC Courts is committed
to deploying advanced technology in service of
Dubai’s growing business community and the
individuals who rely on our legal services. The
formal establishment of the Notary Service under the
2025 legislative framework marks a significant step
in expanding access to secure, efficient, and legally
recognised services.

Games for Change and Tencent Games launch
programme to encourage positive play in video games

By : Wael Magdy

Games for Change, in partnership with Tencent
Games, today announced the launch of a new
programme that builds on the Raising Good
Gamersinitiative,designed to help families engage
more confidently with the role video games play in
young people’s lives.

With 3.3 billion people playing video games
worldwide, video gaming is now a central part
of everyday life - reinforcing the need for more
informed, evidence-based and balanced dialogue
around play.This is particularly relevant in fast-
growing digital markets such as the Middle East,
where tens of millions of
players across Saudi Arabia,
the UAE and Egypt are part
of one of the world’s most
engaged gaming audiences,
with the majority under the
age of 35.

The Raising Good Gamers
partnership brings together
industry, researchers, and
nonprofit experts to advance
a growing movement around |
positive play in video games.
One of the first outputs is a
new white paper ‘Raising Good Gamers: What
Families Need to Know About Video Games
and Well-Being’, authored by Games for Change
Research Director, Dr Rachel Kowert. Drawing on
new global research across15 countries, including
the Middle East, and seven languages , alongside
a review of existing studies and interviews with
parents and game developers, the paper provides
evidence to support more informed and balanced
conversations among  families, educators,
policymakers and industry.

Building on this research, Raising Good Gamers
will deliver practical, accessible, family-facing
tools and resources to schools and community youth
organizations to support parents in engaging with
video gaming more confidently and constructively.
Developed by Games for Change Chief Programme
Officer Arana Shapiro, the materials - including

workshops, conversation guides - are designed to
help parents engage with video gaming alongside
their childrenand support healthy gameplay. This
includes grounding discussions about positive play
in everyday practice, from respectful behaviour
and communication to community participation
and shared values.

Following a successful pilot workshop in the US
in March, the roll-out of the programme is planned
for the US and UK in September, with the ambition
of broadening internationally including the Middle
East next year as part of a sustainable movement
to help change the culture of video gaming for

data, behavioural science and the voices of
families themselves to help address the questions
parents have and give them the tools to engage
with gaming in a more informed, confident and
constructive  way.”

Danny Marti, Head of Public Affairs at Tencent,
added: “Video games are an enriching and widely
enjoyed partof modern life, yet public debate around
games is too often shaped by narrow or incomplete
narratives. Raising Good Gamers reflects a belief
that positive play is a shared responsibility, one
that benefits from collaboration across industry,
researchers, educators, policymakers, and families.
By grounding the conversation in evidence and
practical experience, this partnership aims to
support more informed decision-making and a
more balanced understanding of the role video
games play in young people’s lives.”

By : Wael Elgafry

everyone.
Susanna Pollack, President,
Games for Change, said: “For
many parents, video games
are a meaningful part of their
children’s lives, but one they
don’t always feel equipped
to navigate. As gaming
continues to evolve, families
are increasingly looking for
balanced, practical support.
Through this partnership
and accompanying research,
we're  bringing  together

infrastructure.

advance together.

Epson to Seek Sustained Growth by
Redesigning Its Business Portfolio and
Focusing Resources on Growth Domains

Seiko Epson Corporation (TSE: 6724, “Epson”) has unveiled
ENGINEERED FUTURE 2035, a long-term corporate vision
that maps out the company’s strategy to 2035, along with a new
mid-term business plan (2026-2028) that represents the first phase
of work under the vision. In line with this plan, Epson will use
Return on Investment Capital (ROIC) as a management metric
to optimise capital allocation, redesign its business portfolio, and
focus resources on strategic growth domains. By transforming the
earnings base and leveraging precision technologies to expand
in growth domains, the company aims to sustain corporate value
growth.Epson sees the next decade as one in which volatility
is the norm. Environmental and geopolitical risks will rapidly
change, resources and energy will be increasingly constrained, and
demographic changes will result in labor shortages worldwide.
Meanwhile, emerging economies face critical challenges to
develop foundational capabilities such as skills, education and

Epson will deliver new value to the world by combining its
technologies with designs optimised for real-world uses. From
industry and across learning, working, and living, the company
will enhance productivity and reliability and expand the world’s
possibilities. Simultaneously Epson will raise both social value
and corporate value so that people and the planet can continue to

Epson’s Mid-Term Management Plan, Phase 1 (2026-2028),
is the first stage of the company’s journey toward realising the
ENGINEERED FUTURE 2035 long-term vision.

Epson will transform the earnings base and focus resource
allocation on growth domains. Management will emphasise capital
efficiency. By exercising disciplined ROIC-based management,
Epson will aim to achieve a ROIC of 8% by fiscal 2028, and build
a solid foundation for sustainable growth.

Epson will review its fixed cost structure and asset efficiency,
redesign global operations and the supply chain, and strengthen
sales in emerging markets. It will simultaneously expand and
enhance recurring business and solutions. These efforts will
enable Epson to reduce invested capital while enhancing the
earning power of its businesses. At the same time, the company
will prioritise the allocation of the cash generated to future growth
domains, accelerating the transformation of its business portfolio.
Capital will be optimally allocated, with investment and business
decisions made based on disciplined ROIC.

LG webOS and WATCH IT EXPAND PARTNERSHIP WITH
DIVERSIFIED ARABIC CONTENT PORTFOLIO

By : Basel Khaled

LG Electronics (LG) is announcing a significant
expansion of its strategic partnership with
WATCH IT, the region’s leading Arabic
streaming platform. The enhanced collaboration
introduces eight new Arabic channels to LG
Channels service in the UAE and extends
WATCH IT’s app availability to LG webOS
home screens across Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq
and Jordan, expanding the platform’s regional

footprint.

Since establishing its initial partnership with
WATCH IT in Egypt, LG has recognized the
strong demand for premium Arabic content
among its Smart TV users. Through this
expanded strategic collaboration, LG Channels
now delivers free access to high-quality Arabic

entertainment powered by
WATCH IT’s rich content
library, while the dedicated
WATCH IT app provides
comprehensive — streaming
experiences across four new
markets in the region. LG
TV’s users can easily access
both  offerings directly
from the LG webOS home
screen.

The inclusion of additional

Arabic channels on LG Channels reflects the
joint commitment of both LG and WATCH IT
to delivering culturally relevant, locally curated
content. The integration provides seamless access
to diverse Arabic programs, from drama series to
entertainment shows, all available for viewers
in the UAE. This expansion strengthens LG
Channels’ growing portfolio of regional content

partnerships across its global footprint.

The WATCH IT app integration brings
advanced streaming capabilities to LG webOS
users, featuring HD content delivery, adaptive
streaming technology, and multi-language
support with Arabic and English interface
options. The app leverages LG webOS’s robust
platform infrastructure to deliver personalized

content recommendations tailored to regional
viewing preferences and cultural interests.
To celebrate this partnership expansion, LG and
WATCH IT are offering an exclusive 6-month free
subscription to the WATCH IT app for qualifying
users. This limited-time offer is available on
selected LG TV models until the end of April,
providing new subscribers with comprehensive
access to WATCH IT’s premium content library
during the promotional period.
“We’reproudtoaccelerateourstrategic partnership
with WATCH IT as they drive unprecedented
expansion across the Middle East and unlock new
possibilities within our webOS ecosystem,” said
Phil Jung, CEO of LG Electronics Middle East
& Africa. “This collaboration demonstrates our
unwavering dedication to delivering world-class,
- culturally  authentic
* entertainment that
truly resonates with
Middle Eastern
audiences. Together,
we’re redefining what
premium  streaming
means for this
dynamic  region.”
“This expanded
partnership with LG
represents a pivotal
moment in our mission to bring authentic Arabic
storytelling to every home across the Middle
East,” said Nashwa Gad, Chairperson and and
CEO of WATCH IT. “By integrating WATCH
IT deeper into the LG webOS ecosystem and
expanding across four new markets, we’re not
just delivering content — we’re preserving and
celebrating our cultural heritage while embracing
the future of premium entertainment technology.”
LG webOS continues enhancing viewing
experiences  through  strategic  content
partnerships and platform innovations, helping
viewers discover and enjoy thoughtfully curated
content that reflects their cultural preferences and
entertainment interests. Stay connected with LG
Newsroom for the latest news and updates.
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