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By ; Bakinam Khaled

Global technology leader Xiaomi announced the
launch of Redmi Note 7, the latest smartphone in
the highly popular Redmi Note series. Redmi Note
7 continues the series’ tradition of featuring a large
display and excellent battery life, and pushes smart-
phone photography to a new level in this price range.
Together with Redmi Note 7, Xiaomi also launched
its latest flagship Mi 9, Redmi 7, Mi Wireless Charg-
ing Pad and Mi Compact Bluetooth Speaker 2.
Redmi Note 7 marks the greatest shift in design in
the series, sporting a new premium style with the
front and rear covered in Corning® Gorilla® Glass
5. The gorgeous 19.5:9 Dot Drop display measures
6.3 inches diagonally and has a FHD+ resolution of
2380 x 1080. The Redmi Note 7 screen’s high pixel
density and accurate colors (84% NTSC color gamut)
offers one of the finest visual experiences in its class.
Class-leading camera for amazing photos even in low
light

On the back, Redmi Note 7 sports the Samsung ISO-
CELL Bright GM1 backside illuminated CMOS sen-
sor that has 48 million physical pixels. When taking
pictures, the sensor uses Samsung’s Tetracell tech-
nology that merges four pixels to work as one large

1.6pum pixel. This greatly increases light sensitivity
and makes the resulting 12MP image much brighter
and clearer, even in low-light conditions.
Furthermore, Xiaomi couples Redmi Note 7’s cam-
eras with the latest Al features, including the night
mode photography feature that was introduced along
with Xiaomi’s flagship Mi MIX 3, as well as Al scene
detection, Al beautify and Al portraits that allow us-
ers to create amazing photos with ease.
Uncompromised performance and battery life

Redmi Note 7 is powered by the Qualcomm® Snap-
dragon™ 660 AIE SoC, with a 2.2GHz maximum
clock speed, ensuring uncompromised peak perfor-

mance when playing games and processing data.
Redmi Note 7 carries on the Redmi tradition of ex-
cellent battery life with its large 4000mAh battery,
which will last over a day for almost all users. Re-
charge via the USB Type-C port, and enjoy shorter
charging times thanks to support for Qualcomm®
Quick Charge™ 4. Redmi Note 7 also includes an
IR blaster capable of controlling numerous home ap-
pliances, such as televisions or air conditioners. In
addition, it comes with Smart PA audio for louder and
higher-quality sound.

Built to last

Redmi Note 7 is built to be reliable, designed to last
so users can use it worry-free for longer. It features
Gorilla Glass 5 on the front and back, making it less
vulnerable to damage from drops. Corners on the
chassis are also reinforced, further improving dura-
bility. In addition, buttons and ports come with water-
tight seals to lessen the impact of accidental splashes
that may occur in everyday use.

Price and availability

Redmi Note 7 will come in Space Black and Neptune
Blue. It will retail at EGP 2,999 for the 3GB+32GB
version, EGP 3,777 for 4GB+64GB, and EGP 4,222
for 128GB+4GB. Pre-order of 3GB+32GB will start

from April 1st exclusively on SOUQ, and pre-order
of 4GB+64GB version will start from April 1st on
SOUQ and Authorized Mi Store.

Redmi 7

Redmi 7 is powered by the Qualcomm® Snapdrag-
on™ 632 Mobile Platform, which comes in a Dot
Drop design with a HD+ display, as well as TUV
Rheinland certified blue light eye protection. Redmi
7 will come in Space Black, Neptune Blue, and Neb-
ula Red, and retail at EGP 2,666 for the 3GB+32GB
version, EGP 2,888 for 3GB+64GB.

Starting from April 1st, 3GB+64GB black version
will be for pre-order on Jumia and a flash sale will
be held on Jumia on April 15th. 3GB+32GB blue and
red versions will be for pre-order on April Ist.

Mi 9

Mi 9 is Xiaomi’s latest flagship, featuring an Al triple
camera, class-leading 20W wireless charging and un-
imaginable performance powered by the Qualcomm
Snapdragon 855 Mobile Platform. Mi 9 will come
in Piano Black and Lavender Violet in Egypt with
6GB+128GB version for EGP 8,888.

Mi Compact Bluetooth Speaker 2 will be available at
Authorized Mi Store for EGP 279, and Mi Wireless
Charing Pad for EGP 369.
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By ; Basel Khaled

In line with Egypt efforts represented
by the Ministry of Social Solidar-
ity and the launch of two major hu-
manitarian campaigns namely “De-
cent Life” and “Homeless Children”
Orange Egypt, the leading provider
of integrated telecommunications
services cooperated with “Ommar
Al-Ard” Foundation to improve the
economic and social conditions of the
most needy families in Upper Egypt
aiming to positively affect, change
and touch their lives.

Orange contribution comes as part of
“Satr & Ghata” project , which aims
to protect the most needy families
from potential life risks, refurbish
their homes and help raise awareness
on the growing crisis of unsafe living
conditions.

The cooperation entails the installa-
tion of insulating roofs for 34 houses
in 2 villages in Beni Suef, benefiting
153 members of those families.

The insulation roofs are designed to

protect families from cold weather
and any other potential -life threaten-
ing - conditions, in addition to drain-
ing excess rain water and preventing
its accumulation on rooftops.

In parallel, Orange Egypt is cooper-
ating with “Ommar Al Ard” Founda-
tion in another campaign to distribute
blankets among the most needy fami-

lies in upper Egypt villages ensuring
their protection against cold weather.

For her part, Hala Abdel Wadood,
Head of Public Relations and Corpo-
rate Responsibility at Orange Egypt,
said that “the humanitarian campaigns
launched by Orange Egypt are top pri-
ority under the company’s Corporate
Social Responsibility role by contrib-

Under the auspices of H.E. President Ahdel Fattah El Sisi

Huawei to Showcase Technological Solutions for Digital Transformation in

uting in protecting families affected
by environmental and social risks and
change their lives for the better”.
Abdel Wadood stressed that Orange
is continuously striving to be an ac-
tive participant in community devel-
opment and explore the best ways
possible to help needy families in the
community.

The company has a solid develop-
ment plan for the empowerment and
support of the community, eventu-
ally leading the Egyptian people to a
healthier life where they can feel safe
and secure. Added Abel Wadood
Orange Egypt is always adamant to
involve its employees in all commu-
nity activities through the “Employ-
ees Social Responsibility”. Orange
believes that the role of individuals is
equally important to the role of com-
panies and institutions; that is why the
management continuously strive to
foster the employees’ spirit of social
solidarity and sense for empathy.

By ; Adel Farig

Huawei, the leading glob-
al ICT solution provider,
sponsors the first edition of
Egypt’s Global Forum for
Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research (GFHS) that
will take place from April 4th
to April 6th under the aus-
pices of H.E. President Ab-
del Fattah El Sisi. The event
is hosted by the ministry of
Higher Education & Scien-
tific Research in Al Masa
New Capital Hotel. The event
is considered the first global
education initiative of its kind
in Egypt and is aligned with
the presidential decision in
naming the year of 2019 as

Egypt’'s Education System in GFHS 2019

the “Year of Education”.

“Egypt’s ancient kingdom
was the region’s capital for
Knowledge and Education. In
Huawei, we are firm believ-
ers that Egypt is regaining its
leadership role through ICT-
based education. Through
digitalizing the nation’s edu-
cation system, Egypt will be
able to boost educational dig-
ital equity, in which all stu-
dents have access to learning
resources in an efficient and
less expensive manner. And
it will also be able to pro-
vide a modular and custom-
ized learning experience that
would break the geographical
and cultural boundaries and

HUAWEI

push the learning experience
beyond the class room” stated
Vincent Sun, Huawei Egypt
CEO.

Mr. Andrew Williamson, Vice
President for Strategic Plan-
ning at Huawei Technologies
will also participate in the

“Fourth Industrial Revolution
& Emerging Technologies”
panel along with H.E. Khaled
Abdel Ghaffar, Minister of
Higher Education & Scientif-
ic Research. Huawei’s spon-
sorship originated from Hua-
wel’s commitment to support
Egypt’s vision to digitalize
the educational system and
strengthen the nation’s scien-
tific research.

It is worth mentioning that
Huawei has always been sup-
porting the nation’s plan for
digital transformation and
had several successful stra-
tegic projects that was devel-
oped in the educational sector
in Egypt. Huawei developed

a state-of-the-art technologi-
cal infrastructure for the Uni-
versity of Canada campus in
Egypt’s new administrative
capital. Huawei managed to
make the institution a bea-
con for smart campuses from
around the world using Hua-
wei’s AgilePOL solution.
Huawei is also the Egyptian
Ministry of Education strate-
gic partner in its digital trans-
formation plan for Egypt’s
schools. Huawei succeeded
in developing the ICT infra-
structure for 147 schools in
a time frame of one month.
The schools were located in
three governorates which are
Cairo, Aswan and Sharqia.

By : Ahmed Soluman
Kaspersky Lab has uncovered a new
advanced persistent threat (APT)
campaign that has affected a large
number of users through what is
known as a supply chain attack. Our
research found that threat actors be-
hind Operation ShadowHammer have
targeted users of the ASUS Live Up-
date Utility, by injecting a backdoor
into it at least between June and No-
vember 2018. Kaspersky Lab experts
estimate that the attack may have
affected more than a million users
worldwide.

A supply chain attack is one of the
most dangerous and effective infec-
tion vectors, increasingly exploited in
advanced operations over the last few
years — as we have seen with Shad-
owPad or CCleaner. It targets specific
weaknesses in the interconnected sys-
tems of human, organizational, ma-
terial, and intellectual resources in-
volved in the product life cycle: from
initial development stage through to
the end user. While a vendor’s infra-
structure can be secure, there could
be vulnerabilities in its providers’
facilities that would sabotage the sup-
ply chain, leading to a devastating and
unexpected data breach.

The actors behind ShadowHammer
targeted the ASUS Live Update Util-
ity as the initial source of infection.
This is a pre-installed utility in most
new ASUS computers, for automatic
BIOS, UEF], drivers and applications
updates. Using stolen digital certifi-
cates used by ASUS to sign legitimate
binaries, the attackers have tampered
older versions of ASUS software,
injecting their own malicious code.
Trojanized versions of the utility were
signed with legitimate certificates and
were hosted on and distributed from
official ASUS update servers — which
made them mostly invisible to the
vast majority of protection solutions.

While this means that potentially eve-

ry user of the affected software could
have become a victim, actors behind
ShadowHammer were focused on
gaining access to several hundreds of
users, which they had prior knowl-
edge about. As Kaspersky Lab’s re-
searchers discovered, each backdoor
code contained a table of hardcoded
MAC addresses — the unique identi-
fier of network adapters used to con-
nect a computer to a network. Once
running on a victim’s device, the
backdoor verified its MAC address
against this table. If the MAC ad-
dress matched one of the entries, the
malware downloaded the next stage
of malicious code. Otherwise, the
infiltrated updater did not show any
network activity, which is why it re-
mained undiscovered for such a long
time. In total, security experts were
able to identify more than 600 MAC
addresses. These were targeted by
over 230 unique backdoored samples
with different shellcodes.

The modular approach and extra pre-
cautions taken when executing code,
to prevent accidental code or data
leakage indicates that it was very im-
portant for the actors behind this so-
phisticated attack to remain undetect-
ed, while hitting some very specific

targets with surgical precision. Deep
technical analysis shows that the arse-
nal of the attackers is very advanced
and reflects a very high level of devel-
opment within the group.

The search for similar malware has
revealed software from three other
vendors in Asia, all backdoored with
very similar methods and techniques.
Kaspersky Lab has reported the issue
to Asus and other vendors.

“The selected vendors are extremely
attractive targets for APT groups
that might want to take advantage of
their vast customer base. It is not yet
very clear what the ultimate goal of
the attackers was and we are still re-
searching who was behind the attack.
However, techniques used to achieve
unauthorized code execution, as well
as other discovered artefacts suggest
that ShadowHammer is probably re-
lated to the BARIUM APT, which
was previously linked to the Shadow-
Pad and CCleaner incidents, among
others. This new campaign is yet an-
other example of how sophisticated
and dangerous a smart supply chain
attack can be nowadays,” said Vitaly
Kamluk, Director of Global Research
and Analysis Team, APAC, at Kasper-
sky Lab
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The activities of “Eduack” will be held
to bring creative ideas to Students in
the field of education .. on April 23 next

By: Nelly Ali

Eduhow will organize the “EduHack” competition
on April 23 and 24 at the IT Institute, Smart Village,
Egypt-Alexandria Desert Road, in cooperation
with the “Your Company Idea” program, which is
48 hours of continuous work to bring out creative
ideas in the field of education Through technol-
ogy, these ideas are developed and conceptualized
as their primary purpose is to build the capacity of
university students, employees and those interested
in teaching and learning, and teach them how to
produce creative ideas that help in the process of
education through modern technology methods.
“We are seeking to create software and devices
that can be used to enhance and improve the edu-
cational process. Participants will be able to cre-
ate an effective product at the end of the event,”
said Mahmoud Reza, Chairman of Eduvation. “The
event focuses primarily on software and technol-
ogy, Based on different programming languages,
operating systems and mobile applications, and the
use of advanced technologies such as virtual reality
technology, enhanced reality, artificial intelligence,
Internet objects and large databases.

He added that the field of education is one of the
areas that need creative ideas to develop and im-
prove its quality, particularly in Egypt. Education
is the basis of youth and the basis of construction,
so we thought about setting up the competition. The
target groups are the groups of at least 5 members,
To 35 years of age, working in various disciplines,
such as marketing, business management and tech-
nology.

“EduHack” tracks include VR, Virtual Real-
ity Technology, AR Enhanced Reality Technology,
10T Internet Objects, Al Artificial Intelligence, and
finally Big Data,

The jury said it would comprise a committee of 20
experts working in major companies and institu-
tions in various fields, such as education, technol-
ogy, business administration, marketing and other
disciplines. On how the judging process will be
conducted, Mahmoud will divide the participants
into teams, each of whom will present a project
idea focusing on the development of education
through technology. A dedicated steering team will
be available to assist teams throughout the competi-
tion. The assessment will be based on a set of pre-
defined criteria, Team, idea feasibility, appropriate
business plan, idea innovation, and other criteria.
The best teams will then be selected to the “box-
ing” stage where teams will compete with their
ideas and presentations. The jury will determine the
best teams to qualify for the final stage. To select
the top three centers to be embraced, guided and
supported. To qualify for the “EduHack” competi-
tion, participants must have a team of at least 5 and
no more than 10 members. The team must have an
innovative, technology-based learning idea that is
between 18 and 35 years old. , That the team have
the ability to participate in the competition for 48
full hours on 23 and 24 April and finally that the in-
novative idea was not already implemented or start
implementation under the name of any company.
As for how to apply at EduHack, the application
form was opened on March 25th to provide teams
of at least 5 members aged 18-35 years, working
in different disciplines such as marketing, busi-
ness management and technology. The door will
be closed on April 15 at 12 pm , And will not ac-
cept any other requests to submit after this time,
for the Committee to sort out the applications for
preference and to select the best 200 applicants to
participate in the competition and on 18 April, the
200 persons selected by the Committee will be in-
formed of all details of the competition.

To apply: https://eduvation.typeform.com/to/
KxKxle
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By ; Basel Khaled

Minister of Communications
and Information Technology,
Dr. Amr Talaat and Secretary
General of the International Tel-
ecommunication Union (ITU),
HE Dr. Houlin Zaou, signed
the agreement to host Egypt for
WRC-19 and RA-19, which will
be held under the auspices of
the President of the Republic in
Sharm El-Sheikh from 21 Octo-
ber to 26 November 2019 with
the participation of about 3500
experts and government officials
representing about 160 coun-
tries from around the world, as
well as the participation of more
than 80 international companies
and international organizations
working in the field of commu-
nications and information tech-
nology.

The World Radiocommunication
Conference (WRC) of the ITU
Radio Sector is one of the most
important international forums
organized by the ITU, which is
attended by most of the heads

LE 280,000 for 21 projects under the “Innovation 2018” pro-

Minister of Communications with the Secretary General of “ITU":
Egypt to host World Radiocommunication Conference next Octoher .. Sponsorship of President Al Sisi

of regulatory bodies around the
world and the key players in
spectrum management. In the
world of communications and
in particular wireless communi-
cations, mobile phone industry,
digital broadcasting systems and
the satellite industry.

It is also decided to allocate a
5G mobile frequency spectrum
which will spark the launch of the
5G generation services around
the world, with the development
of Internet technologies, cloud
computing and artificial intel-
ligence, which will be the fifth
generation of mobile phones.
To work together to push all the
countries of the world towards
digital  transformation.  The
member states of the Conference
also recognize the International
Convention on Radio Communi-
cation around the World, which
is the Radio Regulations which
establish any modern wireless
communications technology. To
work around the world.

Dr. Amr Talaat stressed that

Egypt’s hosting of this major
international event - held for
the first time outside the head-
quarters of the International Tel-
ecommunication Union (ITU)
20 years ago - is an affirmation
of the confidence of interna-
tional organizations in Egypt’s
regulatory capacity for all major
international events, To develop
mechanisms to correspond with
the changes taking place in the
international arena in various
sectors.

Egypt’s hosting of this confer-
ence provides an opportunity to

enhance the status of thﬁgyp-
tian telecommunications sector
at the regional and international
levels, especially for the spec-
trum issues of an important po-
litical and economic dimension.
The host country will also lead
the conference, which will have
a positive impact on the role of
Egypt. A number of important
issues related to digital broad-
casting systems, the telecom-
munications system, the satellite
industry and the scientific defini-
tion of the fifth technology and
the frequency space. It will end

Organized by the “Tiec” Genter for students:

with the adoption of an interna-
tional agreement to be named
Sharm EI-Sheikh 2019.

Talat explained that the confer-
ence is held under the auspices
of the President of the Republic
and in the presence of more than
3000 participants from around
the world, stressing that Egypt
is determined to come out of
the World Conference in a way
that suits the status of Egypt and
meet the aspirations of the mem-
ber countries of the International
Telecommunication Union; All
necessary measures and organi-
zational, service and security
preparations.

For his part, praised the Secre-
tary General of the International
Telecommunication Union of
the efforts of the Egyptian gov-
ernment in preparation for host-
ing the World Radiocommuni-
cation Conference in Sharm El
Sheikh. He stressed that Egypt’s
hosting of this global conference
stems from the confidence of
the International Telecommuni-

cation Union in Egypt’s ability
to provide the required support
The conference will discuss the
spectrum of fifth-generation
technology, which is of great
importance in the development
of modern technologies based
on Ha services.

For his part, Mario Manevich,
Director of the ITU Radiocom-
munication Bureau, explained
that the World Conference to be
held in Sharm EI Sheikh would
decide on the International Con-
vention on Radio Frequency
Spectrum Regulation, which
will manage communication be-
tween institutions, people and
smart devices, which will help
develop digital services in vari-
ous fields Industry, Economics
and Service Activities.

The signing ceremony was at-
tended by Eng. Mustafa Abdel
Wahed, Acting Chief Executive
Officer of NTRA, and a num-
ber of leaders of the Ministry of
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology.

$ 3.1 hillion: Uber acquires Careem to
expand its regional car rental business

By ; Peter Nabil

gram to support graduation projects

By ; Nelly Ali

ITIDA’s Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center (Tiec) or-
ganized the closing ceremony of the
Innovation 2018 program, which
aims to support graduate projects for
students of specialized colleges in en-
gineering, computers and information
technology and to spread the culture
of creativity and entrepreneurship
among university youth.

The Ebtikar competition is an annual
competition to support outstanding
graduation projects in a number of
strategic technology areas, focusing
on 8 technology domains, including
embedded systems, Internet objects,
wearable smart devices, mobile ap-
plications, and emerging technologies
(cyber security-data science-reality).
Default and enhanced-block Qin),
communication, integrated circuit de-
sign, artificial intelligence, machine
learning.

The ceremony was attended by Dr.
Hala al-Gohary, Acting Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Dr. Hossam Oth-

man, Head of the Center and Vice
President, Dr. Dalia Jamal, Director
of Innovation Support Department
and Director of the Competition. And
sponsors of the program.

The competition was sponsored by
a number of local and international
companies operating in Egypt, such
as Si-ware, Microsoft, Huawei, Dell
EMC and NTRA.

During the closing ceremony, the

winning teams were awarded the best
graduation projects for 2018, winning
21 projects from 9 different universi-
ties out of a total of 185 projects from
47 universities out of a total of 22.

The universities of Cairo, Ain Shams
and Helwan topped the list of univer-
sities that submitted graduate projects
that were accepted. The same three
universities also topped the list of uni-
versities that were awarded by gradu-

ate projects.

This edition of the competition wit-
nessed the development of several
axes, the most important of which
was the increase in the number of
graduation projects that submitted the
competition, as well as the number
and quality of the projects that were
accepted by a 53% increase over last
year. The prizes for the winning stu-
dents were doubled to become the first
prize for each team from each tech-
nological field. Egyptian pounds, the
second prize is 10 thousand pounds
and the third is 6 thousand pounds,
so the total prize money for the win-
ning projects is about 280 thousand
pounds.

The competition also allows the win-
ners to join a free training program
that promotes and builds the ability of
entrepreneurs to turn ideas into suc-
cessful start-ups for 3 months through
the Center’s “Emerging Business Ac-
celerator” program, which is spread
across 5 governorates: Cairo, Alexan-
dria, Assiut, Mansoura , And Minya.

Cairo University Launched the “Critical Thinking” Competition and $ 285 for Winners

By: Basel Khaled

Cairo University launched the “Criti-
cal Thinking” competition for the first
time under the patronage of Dr. Mo-
hamed Othman Al Khasht, President
of the University, on three tracks. The
first track includes students in bach-
elor’s, bachelor’s or graduate studies.
The second track includes university
employees and graduates. Includes
faculty members and supporting staff.
The president of Cairo University
stressed that the critical thinking com-
petition that has been put forward
includes a number of areas in which
the competition revolves around solv-
ing a single or general problem using
the critical rational approach or pre-
senting a research paper that aims at
defining the importance of thinking
in general about student life and criti-
cal thinking in particular. Or a literary
work (such as a short story, poetry,
etc.) that highlights the importance of
critical thinking in general and critical
thinking in particular.

He added that the areas of the com-
petition include the presentation of

any artistic or literary product that
highlights the importance of critical
thinking in the formation of the Egyp-
tian mind and conscience, a rational
critical analysis of a published literary
and cultural book, or an analysis of
Egypt’s vision for sustainable devel-
opment 2030.

The university began to teach critical
thinking to its students as a univer-
sity requirement in the pursuit of its
enlightenment vision on the develop-
ment of the Egyptian mind and build-
ing the personality of the university
student to be able to face the challeng-
es and deal with the issues and prob-
lems that can face him in his scientific
and practical life.

Cairo University has set the value of
the prizes for the winners of the com-
petition, where the first winner gets
the amount of 50 thousand pounds, the
second on the amount of 40 thousand
pounds, and the third on the amount
of 30 thousand pounds, and the fourth
on the amount of 25 thousand pounds,
and the fifth on the amount of 20
thousand pounds, and the sixth to the

a2

tenth on The amount of 10 thousand
pounds for each winner, the winner
of the eleventh to fifteenth amount of
5 thousand pounds per winner, along
with 15 other financial awards in each
of the three tracks in addition to cer-
tificates of appreciation.

The conditions of the competition in-
clude the need to adhere to the sub-
ject of critical thinking in the fields in

question. The work should be of sci-
entific, literary or artistic importance.
It should not have been awarded an
award. The work should not be a mas-
ter’s thesis or a previously published
scientific research. . The university
also stressed the need to adhere to sci-
entific honesty and ethics and rules of
scientific research.

The work for the Department of Cul-
tural Activity under the auspices of
the youth at the university until 1-9-
2019, accompanied by a copy of the
College Carnegie for the students for
the current academic year 2018/2019
and its national ID number, and the
graduates are accompanied by a copy
of the national number and the photo
of the graduation certificate. And a
copy of the national number. The fac-
ulty members and the supporting body
shall provide a statement of the state
of employment of the college and the
picture of the national number. It shall
take into account the non-reliance on
any scientific, technical or literary
material available on the Internet in
an anonymous manner.

On the sidelines of the first edition of the Dell Technologies Forum in Cairo:

ITIDA Signs MoU with Dell EMC to Support Emerging Companies and Raise Awareness of New Technology Fields

By ; Wasem Emam

ITIDA signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Dell EMC, one of Dell’s global com-
panies, to stimulate the incubator environment for
innovation and entrepreneurship and to enhance the
capabilities of Egyptian entrepreneurs and emerg-
ing companies in emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence and the Internet. And Block
Qin, during the first edition of the Dell Technolo-
gies Forum in Cairo on March 25, 2019.

The scope of the cooperation between the two sides
includes the transfer of the company’s internation-
al expertise to the Egyptian youth and the owners

of the start-up companies by providing a network

of mentors and experts in the latest technological
fields, including automation, effective methods of
software development, artificial intelligence tech-
nology, Internet of things, cyber security, Devovs .
The terms of reference of the mentors include ad-

aging digital files.

vice to entrepreneurs and startups on business mod-
els and strategies, enterprise readiness standards,
technological infrastructure, project and application
sustainability, and methods for archiving and man-

=chnologies

The MoU was signed by Eng. Hala Al Gohary, Act-
ing Chief Executive Officer and Eng. Mohamed
Amin, Senior Vice President for Middle East, Tur-
key and Africa.

The Memorandum of Understanding stipulates
that the company, in cooperation with the Author-
ity, will organize a number of workshops to raise
awareness among young Egyptian cadres of the
latest technologies, including artificial intelligence,
Block Qin and cloud computing in the governorates
of Cairo, Alexandria and Assiut. To provide a range
of discounted products to startups as part of the Dell
EMC Global Entrepreneurship Program.

The MOU included the organization of a compe-

tition for start-up companies in cooperation with
ITEC and the ITEC Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship Center (ITEC), during which a visit will be ar-
ranged to the emerging companies of the Dell EMC

World headquarters.

Five years ago, Uber launched in Dubai. It was
the start of an incredible journey, with millions
of riders and drivers finding new ways to move
and work in a dynamic region that’s become so
important to Uber. Now Pakistan is one of our
fastest-growing markets in the world; women are
now driving with Uber across Saudi Arabia; and
we chose Cairo to launch our first Uber Bus prod-
uct late last year. Today we are taking the next
step in this journey—well, it’s more like a leap,
and a big one: in a few minutes, we’ll announce
that we’ve agreed to acquire Careem. Important-
ly, we intend to operate Careem independently,
under the leadership of co-founder and current
CEO Mudassir Sheikha. I’ve gotten to know both
co-founders, Mudassir and Magnus Olsson, and
what they have built is truly extraordinary. They
are first-class entrepreneurs who share our plat-
form vision and, like us, have launched a wide
range of products—from digital payments to food
delivery—to serve consumers. | expect many
of you will ask how we arrived at this structure,
meaning allowing Careem to maintain an inde-
pendent brand and operate separately. After care-
ful consideration, we decided that this framework
has the advantage of letting us build new products
and try new ideas across not one, but two, strong
brands, with strong operators within each.

By:
Tomas Foltyn
security writer at ESET

Flaws in smart car alarms exposed 3
million cars to hijack

Two smart alarm systems for cars have plugged
critical security holes that put three million vehi-
cles globally at risk of being hijacked, research
by Pen Test Partners reveals.
If exploited, the vulnerabilities would have ena-
bled anyone to turn the alarm off, as well as track
and unlock the car fitted with it. In some cases,
the researchers were also able to snoop on in-car
conversations through a microphone that is built
into one of the alarm systems, and even to start
the car’s engine or cut it off while the car was
moving.
The flaws affected alarm systems that enable
control of connected cars via associated smart-
phone apps and that are made by two companies
— Pandora, from Russia, and Viper, based in the
United States (and branded as Clifford in the
United Kingdom). The former had even touted
its products as “unhackable”, according to Pen
Test Partners.
The researchers found that both apps’ APIs (ap-
plication programming interfaces) failed to prop-
erly authenticate some requests, notably requests
to change the password or email address. This
paved the way for a full-on account takeover.
“Simply by tampering with parameters, one can
update the email address registered to the ac-
count without authentication, send a password
reset to the modified address (i.e. the attacker’s)
and take over the account,” they wrote. With the
account in their hands, the ethical hackers were
also able to seize control of the car linked to the
account.
Additionally, while the researchers actually
bought the alarm systems for the sake of “a full
proof of concept”, they said that anyone could
simply set up a test account to compromise a
genuine account. “Both products allow anyone
to create a test/demo account. With that demo
account it’s possible to access any genuine ac-
count and retrieve their details,” according to
Pen Test Partners, who called the flaws “easy to
find, easy to fix”.
To their credit, the two companies acknowl-
edged the bugs and patched them within days of
receiving alerts from the white hats .
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