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By ; Bakinam Khaled

Orange Egypt, the leading inte-
grated telecom services provider,
announced in a press conference
its new exclusive cooperation with
the Super Star Ragheb Alama in
partnership with ARPUPLUS, the
regional mobile value added ser-
vice provider. “Sing with Ragheb
Alama” new service will provide
Orange’s customers with his ex-
clusive news, songs and give them
the chance to sing with the super-
star on stage.

The press conference was held at
the Fairmont Nile City Hotel in the
presence of the Super Star Ragheb
Alama; Pierre Etienne Cizeron ,
Orange Egypt Chief Consumer
Business Unit Officer, Medhat
Karam, CEO of ARPUPLUS and
officials from both companies.
The conference also witnessed the
presence of a large group of press
and media specialists in the fields
of music and ICT sector.

Ragheb Alama was chosen for his

widespread fame, lengthy experi-
ence and special voice, with which
he managed to blend the Lebanese
taste and the Egyptian character
and produce a wide variety of
songs to his audience. Through
this collaboration, Orange aims
to foster its leading position of
culture and music platforms by
presenting modern and distinc-
tive entertainment to the Egyptian

market.

During the conference, Super Star
Ragheb Alama performed a selec-
tion of his best songs such as
Elli ba3na “. He also surprised the
audience with his new album song
“Sodfa”, presented for the first
time in Egypt and exclusively to
Orange customers on Orange’s ex-
clusive music platform ”Sing With
Ragheb Alama”.

When signing up in “S

- NIRIPY - ARIPY - /\RPp -

ARPU . ARPU - ARPY . ARPY . ARPU

Vi

ipfu A o

ing with
Ragheb Alama” service, all fans
can receive exclusive news, pho-
tos and videos from Superstar’s
daily life by calling

# 45 #. Orange customers will
also be able to get closer and meet
their beloved Super Star Ragheb,
in addition to participating in the
talent competition by showcasing
their talents in singing by record-

ARPY

service available on # 45 # or by
calling number 4504. After filter-
ing the participants, Ragheb and
his team will pick a winner to sing
with him on stage.

On this occasion, Pierre Etienne
Cizeron , Chief Consumer Busi-
ness Unit Officer at Orange Egypt
said: “We are very pleased to co-
operate with one of the leading

stars in Lebanon and the Arab
world; who is considered a great
addition to what we present to our
customers interested in music.”
“This Partnership comes in line
with our policy in providing a
unique customer experience
where Orange is always keen to
present valuable content in the
world of music. We constantly
work on approaching the com-
munity that we are honored to
service in a positive and ef-
fective way through sponsor-
ing such activities that enrich
cultural and social life”, Pierre
added.

For his part, Medhat Karam, CEO
of ARPUPLUS, said: “ ARPU-
PLUS is proud of cooperating
with Orange and the Superstar
Ragheb Alama, the talented singer
who has many fans in the Arab
World and Egypt. We look for-
ward to the success of this great
partnership and we seek to launch
more services soon.”

International Data Gorporation (IDC) indicates that spending on smart city technol-

ogy is expected to grow to $13% hillion hy 2021

By ; Adel Farig

Smart cities will deploy a network of
interactive sensors to achieve efficien-
cy and innovation. Findings of a report
by the International Data Corporation
(IDC) indicates that spending on smart
city technology is expected to grow
to $135 billion by 2021. This was re-
leased in conjunction with Future Cit-
ies Show, which concluded today. The
show was held in conjunction with the
Annual Investment Meeting, and ran
under the theme ‘Propelling Globaliza-
tion through Digital Transformation’.
This year, the show hosted several pub-
lic, private and individual entities that
displayed innovative technologies at
the show. Some of the key participants
were Exelen- a solution provider that
aims to provide high quality electronic
solutions to its customers.With key-
competenciesas System Engineering
FPGA Design Hardware/Firmware De-
velopment 3D Drawing Mechanics and
system integration, Exelen encourages

creative and innovative thinking in the
delivery of innovative Electronic Solu-
tions.

Also, present at the show was Stallion
Al that provides artificial services, so-
lutions, and products to help organiza-
tions across different industries to im-
plement Al Speaking on the sidelines
of the event, Samer Obeidat, Managing
Director said, “Al machines can read
and understand documents, recognize
images, and analyze massive amount
of data to capture patterns, produce
insights, and predict the future. It is
creating a huge economic impact in the
region by reducing uncertainties and
helping companies and governments
take the right decisions. It helps them
function smoothly and seamlessly, get
fast and accurate feedback on products
and services, interact better with cus-
tomers and the public, and arrive at
smart solutions. In fact, there is a USD
180 billion impact on the UAE alone,
because of Artificial Intelligence (AI).

Al is the future, it is now, and it is big.”
The event this year also witnessed
the presence ofKeo International and
Taiger Singapore - which specialise in
Knowledge Work Automation™ so-
lutions. Also present at the event was
Finesse FZ LLC - a global system inte-
gration company.

“We are highlighting Qlikr, an end-to-
end data management and analytics
platform built to transform your entire
business for the digital age. Qlikr helps
enterprises around the world move
faster, work smarter and lead with an
end-to-end solution for getting the most
possible value out of data. Our plat-
form is the only one in the market that
allows for open-ended curiosity-driven
exploration, giving everyone at any
skill level, the ability to make discov-
eries that lead to transformation.Dubai
is one of the fastest growing markets in
the world, and is very quickly adapt-
ing to the global digital scenario. It
is a competitive market out here, and

technology offerings need to truly dif-
ferentiate themselves, to stay ahead of
competition. We are very pleased that
we had an opportunity to participate in
this show, and look forward to partici-
pating again,” said Tanya Jain, Com-
munication and Marketing Manager,
Finesse FZ LLC.

Other important exhibitors at the show
included companies as Overdrive, a
true ToT platform, targeting smart de-
vices and sensors on the move, and
Parsons- a digitally enabled solutions
provider with a focus on making the
world safer, smarter, healthier, more
sustainable, and more connected.

This year, Future Cities Show focused
on five leading future city solutions,
namely Al, blockchain, smart infra-
structure, smart mobility, and sustain-
ability. It also provided a platform to
ensure that the latest technological
projects will have the opportunity to
secure medium- to large-scale invest-
ments.

By ; Nally Ali

F5 Networks is rapidly growing its
cloud-native application services port-
folio with solutions that address a broad
range of modern application develop-
ment use cases with consumption mod-
els that resonate no matter where cus-
tomers may be in their cloud migration
journey. Today, the company extends its
portfolio with a new delivery model that
leverages the AWS SaaS Enablement
Framework for its market-leading ap-
plication services.

F5® Cloud Services provide high-avail-
ability, self-service, and fully managed
SaaS solutions that are easily provi-
sioned and configured within minutes
on AWS. As enterprise-grade offerings,
they are designed to support modern
deployment scenarios such as cloud-
native applications, microservices, and
container-based environments. Con-
sumed as a utility through a pay-as-you-
go model in the AWS Marketplace, F5
Cloud Services offer predictable pric-
ing, flexibility, and the ability to auto-
scale to meet application workload de-
mands.

F5 Cloud Services also deliver founda-
tional security capabilities and will of-
fer additional protections through future
services that allow companies to config-

ure and automate defenses for multiple
attack vectors. Offering F5 capabilities
through a SaaS delivery model provides
an extensible framework to deliver ad-
ditional services as needed over time,
and throughout an application’s devel-
opment and production lifecycle.

The news chimes with recent survey
results from market research agency
Think Positive, which claim that C-
level executives and business leaders in
Egypt overwhelmingly agree on cloud
computing’s positive and transforma-
tive impact.

According to the study, 97% of sur-

veyed Egyptian respondents believe
the cloud can have a positive impact
on market share and help to displace
competitors. 92% also stated that it can
improve brand perception, 92% said it
had a positive impact on the customer
experience, and 89% praised its capac-
ity to improve innovation. Similarly,
decision-makers were keen to highlight
the cloud’s likely starring role in driving
major government-led transformation
initiatives. For example, 97% believe
cloud will be integral to Egypt’s ongo-
ing Vision 2030.

“Customers are increasingly looking for
easy-to-consume, advanced SaaS-based
application services for security and
application delivery,” said Venu Arava-
mudan, SVP and General Manager of
F5 Cloud Services. “F5’s advanced ap-
plication delivery and security capabili-
ties will now be delivered as modern,
DevOps-centric SaaS solutions aligned
with AWS best practices.”

“Using the AWS SaaS Factory and
AWS SaaS Enablement Framework, we
were able help F5 architect, develop,
and deploy their new Cloud Services
platform on AWS,” said Terry Wise, VP,
WW Partners at AWS. “Customers can
now consume F5 solutions in a SaaS
model, while enabling developers to in-

novate without having to worry about
managing infrastructure or the underly-
ing code.”

By introducing F5 Cloud Services to the
market in a continuous fashion, F5 is
prioritizing a repeatable framework that
delivers new SaaS offerings as quickly
and seamlessly as possible. Second-
ary DNS Cloud Services are launching
today in the AWS Marketplace, with a
global server load balancing offer avail-
able in preview, and new security ca-
pabilities—including web application
security protections designed to defend
against existing and emerging applica-
tion threats—coming soon.

F5 Cloud Services also represent a new
way of delivering capabilities to a wide
range of companies that are looking
to conveniently layer application ser-
vices as needed, taking its cues from
the same types of agile development
methodologies favored by modern ap-
plication developers. Expanding on the
preview introduced at last year’s AWS
re:Invent conference, today’s announce-
ment continues a strategic shift for F5
around innovative offerings best suited
for how organizations, from start-ups
to large enterprises, are deploying and
consuming applications and services in
the cloud.

AIM Startup 2019announces five winners for the third edition

By ; Ahmed Soluman

The third edition of AIM Startup, which was
organised in conjunction with the Annual In-
vestment Meeting (AIM), named Winnon, Zero
Prime Technology, Dhonor Healthcare, Grintafy
and Aviotron as the winners of the Startup com-
petition. Following a continuous series of pitch
competitions, the announcement was made on
the final day of the international meet.

While Winnon was awarded a prize in the Growth
category, Zero Prime Technologysecured a win in
the Social Impact category.Dhonor Health Care
was declared a winner for the early pre-launch
category, while Grintafy and Aviotron won the
competition in the early post launch category.
Winners were awarded with USD 10000 each for
their participation and encouraging ventures.

UAE’s Ministry of Economy has established
the National Program for Small and Medium
Enterprises with the aim of empowering SMEs
and developing general frameworks and guide-
lines aimed at providing the necessary expertise,
technical and managerial support and training for
SMEs. This emphasis was shared at the third edi-
tion of AIM Startup, which was hosted in part-
nership with the National Program for Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises.

Dr.Adeeb Al-Afifi, Director of the National Pro-
gram for SMEs and Projects, said, “AIM Startup
represents this year’s emerging companies in
Dubai and in MENA, in a forum that links invest-
ment opportunities and investors from around the
world. AIM Startup is a platform where we can
showcase the economic developments the UAE

has achieved, as well as its economic diversifica-
tion, which has opened the door even wider for
a range of investment opportunities, making it a
top destination for investment.”

According to Dr. Al-Afifi, that the number of reg-
istered SMEs has reached 98% of the total regis-
tered companies, and 89% of which are into trade
and service sector, accounting to 49% contribu-
tion to UAE’s non-oil GDP, a fine reflection of
the country’s attraction of investment. The total
number of SMEs in the country as a whole, and
specifically those registered in Dubai, is increas-
ing.

Start-ups were judged on the uniqueness of their
idea and othertraditional criteria like the ability
to scale, the existence of product market fit and
the skill set and preparedness of teams.

During the meetings of the Board of Directors
of the Universal Postal Union of Switzerland:
Egyptian Post signs cooperation agreement

With Cameroonian e-commerce

By ; Basel Khaled

Ezzam Al Saghir, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Egyptian Post and Pierre Caldak, Gen-
eral Manager of the Cameroon Post, signed a pro-
tocol on cooperation in the field of e-commerce to
allow Cameroonian mail customers to shop from
the United States, England and China through the
Cairo Logistics Center.

Ezzam Al Saghir, Chairman of Egypt Post, said
that the agreement will use the Egyptian Post Of-
fice at Cairo International Airport in e-commerce
so that customers of e-Cameroon can e-shopping
from the USA, UK and China with ease. Cairo Lo-
gistics Center and then to Cameroon, which reduc-
es freight costs and increases the level of service.
Issam Al-Sagheer added that the protocol aims at
strengthening cooperation between the Egyptian
Post and the Cameroon Post, and opens new ho-
rizons for cooperation between Egypt and Cam-
eroon to benefit from the postal capabilities of
the two countries to provide e-commerce services
with high quality and competitive prices to obtain
citizens’ confidence and fair share of the electronic
commerce market. It is the international shipping
companies.

Meet Genesis - the underground e-shop with
tens of thousands of digital doppelgangers for
sale to bypass financial anti-fraud solutions

By ; Wasem Emam

Kaspersky Lab has published the results of an inves-
tigation into Genesis - an e-shop that is trading over
60,000 stolen and legitimate digital identities, mak-
ing successful credit card fraud that much easier to
conduct. This marketplace as well as other malicious
tools involve abusing the machine-learning based
anti-fraud approach of ‘digital masks’: a unique,
trusted customer profile based on known device and
behavior characteristics.

Every time we enter our financial, payment and per-
sonal information in an online transaction, advanced,
analytic, machine learning anti-fraud solutions
match us against something called a digital mask.
These masks are unique to each user and combine
the fingerprints of devices and browsers commonly
used to make payments/bank online (like screen and
OS information, a range of browser data like head-
ers, time zone, installed plugins, window size etc.)
with advanced analytics and machine learning (the
individual user’s cookies, online and computer be-
havior, etc.). That way, the financial organizations’
anti-fraud teams can determine whether it is truly us
entering our credentials, or a malicious carder trying
to buy goods using a stolen card, and either approve
or deny the transaction, or send it on for further anal-
ysis.

However, the digital mask can be copied or cre-
ated from scratch, and Kaspersky Lab’s investiga-
tion has found that cybercriminals are actively us-
ing such digital doppelgangers to bypass advanced
anti-fraud measures. In February 2019, Kaspersky
Lab research uncovered the Genesis Darknet mar-
ketplace — an online shop selling stolen digital
masks and user accounts at prices ranging from $5
to $200 each. Its customers simply buy previously
stolen digital masks together with stolen logins and
passwords to online shops and payment services,
and then launch them through a browser and proxy
connection to mimic real user activity. If they have
the legitimate user’s account credentials, the attacker
can then access their online accounts or make new,
trusted transactions in their name.




By : Adel Freig

President Abdul Fattah Al-Sisi called on the
President of the Republic to continue to develop
the ICT sector and infrastructure as one of the
pillars of economic and social development in
the country, in addition to his important role in
providing the best services to citizens.

This came during a meeting with President Sisi,
today, a meeting with Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister
of Communications and Information Technol-
ogy, in the framework of following up the ex-
ecutive position of the national projects related

By ; Nelly Ali

Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa
Madbouli held a meeting on
Wednesday to follow up the
government’s strategy for the
settlement of the automobile
and electric bus industry in
Egypt, in the presence of the
Ministers of Military Produc-
tion, Local Development,
Trade and Industry, the Public
Sector and Transportation.
During the meeting, Medbouli
stressed the state’s interest in
keeping up with the global
technological development in
the direction of manufacturing
electric cars due to the eco-
nomic return of electricity use
instead of conventional fuel.
The environmental benefit of
reducing carbon emissions is
the use of gasoline and diesel.
He said that there is a mandate
from President Abdel Fattah
Al Sisi to work towards the
localization of the electric car
industry in Egypt, considering

that it is the future of the auto-
motive industry in the world.
Therefore, the government has
sought to establish cooperation
with international companies
engaged in the manufacture
of electric cars. Of the latest
technologies reached by these
companies, so that Egypt be-
comes a regional center for the
manufacture of electric cars
and export to the Arab and Af-
rican countries.

For his part, Advisor Na-

der Saad, spokesman for the
Presidency of the Council of
Ministers, that in the light of
the increasing demand from
car manufacturers and electric
buses to explore the opportu-
nities available in Egypt, and
sought to establish partnerships
and investments in the field of
electric car industry, the Prime
Minister to form a committee
includes Ministries of Mili-
tary Production, Local Devel-
opment, Trade and Industry,
Public Works, Transport, Elec-
tricity, Petroleum, Higher Edu-
cation, Interior, Tourism, Arab
Organization for Industrializa-
tion, Federation of Industries
and a number of other con-
cerned parties. Offers from in-
ternational companies working
in the field of manufacturing
cars and electric buses, in order
to choose the best offers that
make maximum use of Egypt,
according to the needs of the
Egyptian market of buses and

to the ICT sector.

Ambassador Bassam Radhi, Spokesman for
the Presidency of the Republic, confirmed that
Sisi’s meeting with the Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology was part of
the follow-up of the executive position of the
national projects related to the ICT sector, espe-
cially the Artificial Intelligence Strategy.
Bassam Radhi said that the meeting of the Syr-
ian president with the Minister of Communica-
tions comes within the framework of the min-
istry’s plans to participate in the state’s efforts

to build Egyptian human rights, in addition to
contributing to the government’s plan for digital
transformation and automation of government
services.

Radi pointed out that the Minister of Commu-
nications presented during the meeting of Presi-
dent Sisi the executive position of a number of
projects being implemented by the Ministry
in the ICT sector within the framework of the
comprehensive State Development Plan which
included the preparation of the Artificial Intel-
ligence Strategy, .

electric cars, and taking into
account future export plans.
He stressed the need to pay
attention to local companies
engaged in the production of
buses, and support to be able to
keep abreast of technological
developments in the manufac-
ture of buses powered by elec-
tricity.

The prime minister added that
Egypt is a promising market
for cars and buses, as well as
buses and cars operating in
natural gas, in light of the es-
tablishment of the state of sev-
eral new cities belonging to the
cities of the fourth generation,
and the consequent need to run
environmentally friendly vehi-
cles in those cities.

He stressed that the govern-
ment should have an ambitious
plan to replace all the old and
dilapidated buses operating
in diesel, including buses and
tourism schools, other buses
working with natural gas or

electricity over the next five
years, especially as this will
achieve a significant economic
cost by saving expenses for the
purchase of diesel , As well as
the positive return for the op-
eration of new buses work effi-
ciently to replace the old buses.
In the same context, Dr. Mo-
hammed Al-Assar, Minister of
State for Military Production,
presented the measures already
taken by the Ministry to imple-
ment the duties of the President
of the Republic to seek the set-
tlement of the automobile in-
dustry and electric buses. The
ministry negotiated with 12
international companies. The
results of the negotiations con-
cluded that a Chinese company
is ready to manufacture And
the details of the Chinese offer
will be forwarded to the com-
mittee set up by the Prime Min-
ister for consideration in all as-
pects, in preparation for further
implementation procedures .

Smart cities predicted to deliver more than USD 20 trillion in additional

economic henefits by 2026

By ; Basel Khaled

Findings of a report titled ‘Role
of Smart Cities for Economic
Development’ estimate that
the smart city concept has the
potential to boost the economic
development of global cities
by over 5 percent and deliver
at least USD 20 trillion in ad-
ditional economic benefits by
2026.

The numbers were released as
discussions on the economic
impact of smart cities have
gained momentum amidst con-
tinued exponential technologi-
cal advancements and innova-
tions. These dialogues will take
the centre stage anew at the
upcoming Future Cities Show,

which will take place from 8th
to 10th of April at the Dubai
World Trade Centre under the
theme ‘Propelling Globaliza-
tion through Digital Transfor-
mation.’

“We know of the substantial
savings we can generate out

of connected infrastructures
and intelligent devices, espe-
cially in terms of energy and
water consumption as well as
maintenance and other support
costs. In addition, we expect
to witness many environmen-
tal sustainability benefits such

as reduced carbon footprint
-- thereby enhancing public
satisfaction and the quality of
life of the people. All these
make investing in smart cities
a valuable and worthy endeav-
our,” said Dawood Al Shezawi,
President of Strategic Market-
ing and Exhibitions, the organ-
iser of the Future Cities Show,
the only event that unites lead-
ers to discuss solutions for a
smart sustainable future.

The Internet of Things (IoT),
a fundamental component of
most smart cities, has, in par-
ticular, a potential economic
value of USD 3.9 trillion to
USD 11.1 trillion annually by
2025 as per the estimates of

the McKinsey Global Institute.
In the GCC region, a separate
report conducted by A.T. Kear-
ney showed that the value of
the ToT solutions market dur-
ing the same year will amount
to USD 11 billion, creating a
potential economic value of al-
most USD 160 billion.

“With the highest economic
potentials of IoT and other
technologies, the main force
behind the economic perfor-
mance of smart cities, there is
a need to come up with prac-
tical models and strategies to
fully realize these benefits as
well as achieve unprecedented
economic growth,” Al Shezawi
added.

Over 20 speakers to present on investment opportunities in their countries

By ; Wasem Emam

Al Rajhi Bank, Saudi Arabia’s second
largest bank and the world’s largest Is-
lamic bank, reported a growth rate of
8 percent during 2015- 2018, with 8.9
percent increase in operating income
and a 27 percent expansion in the num-
ber of mortgages in 2018. Additionally,
its current accounts grew 6.6 percent in
2018 amid the rising Singapore Inter-
bank Offered Rate (SIBOR) environ-
ment, the international benchmark in-
terest rate. The bank has been playing
a visible and active role in enticing for-
eign investors to Saudi Arabia.

The bank made the announcement
ahead of the upcoming Annual Invest-
ment Meeting (AIM) 2019, the latest
edition of the world’s leading platform
for FDIs, which will take place in Dubai
from 8th to 10th April under the theme
‘Mapping the Future of FDI: Enrich-
ing World Economies through Digital
Globalization’. Al Rajhi Bank’s Chief
Executive Officer, Steve Bertamini, is
one of AIM’s conference and workshop
speakers this year.

Bertamini pointed to the bank’s ro-
bust financial performance, industry
standing, and proactive and sustained
engagement with regional and global
investors as the main catalyst to create
investor interest in the Kingdom, which
will then generate more foreign direct
investments (FDIs).

In addition to Al Rajhi Bank, Annual
Investment Meeting (AIM) 2019, will
also witness the participation of Mario
Cimoli, Deputy Executive Secretary,
Economic Commission for Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Chile.
Latin American economies have shown
an uptick in growth and it is estimated
that the economy is set to grow by 1.7
percent in 2019. According to ECLAC,
medium-size economies are reaching
better growth performances, with Co-
lombia, Chile and Peru estimated to

grow 2.7, 3.9 and 3.8 percent, respec-
tively. In addition, Central America’s
economy is anticipated to grow by an
estimated 3.2 percent.

According to Cimoli, an increase in
venture capital investments in Latin
America as the number of unique global
investors in this part of the world more
than doubled between 2013 and 2017.
Major targeted sectors were financial
technology, market places, logistics and
distribution, and transportation. Silicon
Valley’s largest players were some of
the key investors.

At the upcoming Annual Investment
Meeting, Dr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary
General, United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
Switzerland, will also underscore the
need to make critical investments in
digital development strategies and other
technological advances.

He stated that foreign investments in
developing countries accelerated by 3
percent, reaching a value of USD 694

billion in 2018 and bringing their share
of total global flows to 58 percent.

In his opinion, the adoption of digital
technologies has the potential to trans-
form the international operations of
multinational enterprises (MNEs) and
the impact of foreign affiliates on host
countries. The impact of digital MNEs
on host countries is less directly visible
in physical investment and job creation,
however, their investments can have im-
portant indirect and productivity effects,
and contribute to digital development.
Investment in digital development strat-
egies will be among the key topics of
discussions at AIM 2019. It is also one
of the focused areas of UNCTAD’s
World Investment Report on ‘Invest-
ment and the Digital Economy,” which
was released to help boost investments
in developing countries.

This year’s AIM will witness the pres-
ence of over 80 speakers from countries
as Brazil, UK, Republic of Tatarstan,
Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria,

Kenya, Ethiopia, UAE, Turkey, Cyprus,
Germany, Canada, China, Sweden,
France, Ghana, Ukraine, Hong Kong,
South Africa, Kuwait, Bahrain, Repub-
lic of Namibia, Mauritius, Russia, Italy,
Republic of Togo, Sierra Leone, and
countries from Latin America. The fo-
rum will also witness 20 speakers high-
lighting potential investment opportuni-
ties in their countries.

In addition to countries around the
globe, AIM this year will also shed light
on the importance of free zones in at-
tracting FDIs. Free zones are now pre-
sent in more than 80 percent of states
in the world, including emerging coun-
tries, and comprise nearly 30 percent
of global trade. Asia region consists
of the largest number of free zones in
the world, followed by North America,
South America and the Middle East.
With 160 free zones (7.3 percent), the
Middle East is the fourth largest host re-
gion in the world with Dubai compris-
ing of 30 percent of the free zones.

r--------

Adequate information about IVF pregnan-
cy is key toa successful conception

By ; Ahmed Soluman

For couples who’ve been struggling to conceive for
a long time, a successful round of In-Vitro Fertilisa-
tion (IVF) is a major achievement. However, most
patients are of the opinion that an IVF pregnancy
is different from natural conception, which can
lead to complications and challenges as the gesta-
tion continues. In the opinion of Prof. Dr. Human
Fatemi, Medical Director, IVI Middle East Fertility
Clinic, UAE, an IVF prenatal period is the same as
a regular conception.

“Every pregnancy is different, be it normal or
through Assisted Reproductive Techniques. It is
recommended that patients should seek adequate
information from their doctors to be able to transi-
tion from the three trimesters smoothly,” said Prof.
Dr. Human Fatemi.

IVF is the process of removing the eggs from the
ovaries of the woman, fertilizing with the hus-
band’s sperm in a laboratory (in vitro) and then
transferring the resulting embryo back into the
uterus to achieve a successful pregnancy. In an IVF
pregnancy, patients remain under the care of the
fertility clinic as they have to be closely monitored
compared to patients who conceive naturally. Reg-
ular ultra sounds, every one or two weeks is com-
mon with an IVF gestation, but it is always recom-
mended to have regular prescribed ultrasounds in a
natural conception as well. In addition, doctors opt
for regular blood tests to monitor hormonal levels.

“An IVF conception includes all symptoms of a
normal pregnancy. From morning sickness to crav-
ings, increased urination and mood swings, most
women go through the same indications,” added
Dr Desislava Markova, the Fetal Medicine expert
at IVL

While gestation achieved through IVF is similar to
a natural conception, it is to be noted that the pro-
cedure might take longer than required. Some cou-
ples will see success over one to three cycles, while
others may take long. Also, a woman’s chance of
becoming pregnant through IVF depends on many
factors, including the proficiency of the doctor or
clinic performing the procedure, her infertility di-
agnosis and her age.

“While most procedures in an IVF and a natural
pregnancy are same, it is important that patients
improve the in-take of a nutritious diet and main-
tain a healthy weight. Their diet should include
whole grains, legumes, such as beans, chickpeas
and lentils in their daily diet. Healthy fats, such as
avocado, extra-virgin olive oil, nuts and seeds can
also be included in the diet plan. It is suggested that
pregnant women avoid the in-take of meat, sugar,
refined grains, and other highly processed foods,
for increasing the chances of a successful IVF preg-
nancy,” concluded Dr. Fatemi.

Studies indicate that obesity is a key factor that
leads to decreased success with IVF. It is, there-
fore, recommended that individuals opting for IVF
maintain an ideal weight, with a BMI of less than
30kg/m2 to avoid harming the quality of eggs and
increase the success rate for live births.

With an excellent team of over 300experts IVI de-
livers a success rate of over 70 percent, the highest
in the Middle East. IVI Fertility has three clinics in
the Middle East — Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Muscat,
which strive to offer patients fertility treatments
that are honest, transparent and customised to their
medical conditions coupled with the best clinical
practices.

LG6's ThinQ technology signifies a future of greater flexibility and convenience for the region

By ; Wasem Emam

This Spring, LG will be showcasing its
revolutionary ThinQ technology and the
power of Al to an exclusive audience at
InnoFest 2019.

An annual event, InnoFest gives distribu-
tion and retail partners, as well as media
the opportunity to gain hands-on experi-
ence with LG’s latest technologies. This
year, LG is placing key focus on commu-
nicating the power of smart technology to
make life simpler and more efficient, with
its array of Al-equipped appliances.

Over the past few years, LG has been fine-
tuning its research and design, introducing
a range of products that have truly rede-
fined how consumers navigate their daily
lives. For the kitchen, the LG InstaView

refrigerator aims to be a complete life-
style aid. From weather forecasts for the
day ahead to compiling shopping lists,
the InstaView is designed with the whole
family in mind. When a cook is unsure
of what to make for dinner, they simply
need to select an item from the refrigerator
and choose a recipe using its touch-screen
interface. For those with entire integrated
smart kitchens, ThinQ technology can also
enable the chosen recipe to communicate
with an LG smart oven and set it to the
correct pre-heating temperature.

LG’s TWINWash washing machines pro-
vide users with the ability to clean their
clothes with greater speed, using two
cycles simultaneously. With the use of
LG’s Smart ThinQ mobile application,

homeowners can operate their washing
machines from the comfort of their sofa,
or even whilst on-the-go. When heading
to the shops, they can also see detergent
levels and ensure they are always in full
supply.

LG ThinQ technology brings deep learn-
ing to everyday household products. Ap-
pliances are enabled with the ability to
learn a user’s habits and tastes over time,
for better integration and peace-of-mind.
LG ThinQ identifies when its user has
scheduled a morning run into their calen-
dar and can communicate with the TWIN-
Wash to programme the washing machine
to the ‘gym clothes’ setting upon their ar-
rival.

Also on display at InnoFest will be the LG

PuriCare air purifier. With its Clean Boost-
er technology, it can remove dust up 74%
faster than conventional air purifiers and
introduce clean air up to 7.5 meters away.
The purpose of the PuriCare is to not only
provide a feeling of cleanliness, but to also
absorb pollutants and fine dust in order to
create healthier environments. The Smart
ThinQ application can also provide live
updates on overall air cleanliness to help
users recognize when their home needs a
refresh.

LG ThinQ technology also provides appli-
ances with a self-diagnosis platform. This
means that appliances are able to notify
users well in advance and also relay key
information to a local call center for faster
repairs.
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