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CyberArk Announces Availability of Tools to Secure AI Agents in the
New AWS Marketplace AI Agents and Tools Category

By : Wael Magy

CyberArk , the global leader
in identity security, today
announced that CyberArk
Secure Cloud Access (SCA)
MCP Server and CyberArk
Agent Guard are now available
in the new AWS Marketplace
Al Agents and Tools category.
Customers can now use
AWS Marketplace to easily
discover, buy, and deploy Al
agent solutions using their
AWS accounts, accelerating
agent and agentic workflow
development.

Alongside the CyberArk Secure
AI Agents solution, SCA MCP
Server and Agent Guard support
CyberArk’s commitment to
help enterprises secure the
privileged access of Al agents
and address the growing risk
of uncontrolled Al adoption.
These tools - offered as part of
the CyberArk Identity Security
Platform — enhance the security

of agentic Al workflows by
limiting credential exposure
and enforcing tighter access
controls. According to
CyberArk researchl, 68
percent of organizations lack
identity security controls for
Al Security teams struggle to
maintain visibility and control

across complex multi-cloud
environments without these
controls.

CyberAtk SCA MCP Server
is purpose-built to embed
Zero  Standing  Privileges
(ZSP) capabilities into native
developer tools at speed and
scale. It helps organizations
secure access to cloud-native
infrastructure, reducing risk
from  persistent  standing
entitlements, credential sprawl
and unmanaged Al agents.
CyberArk Agent Guard — also
available as open source —
enables developers to integrate
Al agents securely with

security

credential providers such as
AWS Secrets Manager and
CyberArk Secrets
“The promise of agentic Al can
be undermined by inadequate

Manager.

introduce risk and
the likelihood of a breach,”
said Peretz
Product Officer at CyberArk.

-

“With SCA MCP Server and
Agent Guard, organizations
can implement Zero Standing
Privileges to maintain more
secure and scalable Al-first

which  operations, helping to stop
increase  excessive  standing  access,

privileges and  permissions
Chief from  becoming  scattered

through cloud environments.

By offering them through AWS
Marketplace, organizations will
have greater access to these
critical  tools.”

Key benefits of CyberArk SCA
MCP Server Enforces Zero
Standing  Privileges  across
multi-cloud environments
Grants scoped access to Al
assistants, such as Amazon
Q and Anthropic’s Claude,
with robust audit trails and
role-based  access  control
(RBAC) enforcement , Enables
developers  to efficiently
request secure Al assistant
access directly from their
integrated development
environments (IDE) or
command line interfaces
(CLI) and Implements least
privilege controls for human
and machine identities within
CI/CD pipelines and agentic Al
workflows.

Key benefits of CyberArk
Agent Guard Monitors LLM

and tool calls in real time
,Generates  intuitive  graphs
for advanced analysis , Logs
tool inputs, arguments, and
performance data for metadata
capture , Ensures compatibility
with multiple Al frameworks ,
Populates API keys and secrets
as environment variables and
Supports  secret  providers,
including CyberArk Secrets
Manager and AWS Secrets
Manager.

With the availability of Al
Agents and Tools in AWS
Marketplace, customers
can significantly accelerate
their procurement process
to drive Al innovation,
reducing the time needed
for vendor evaluations and
complex negotiations. With
centralized purchasing using
AWS accounts, customers
maintain visibility and control
over licensing, payments, and
access through AWS.

A Market Mondays: August

Tariff Deadline, Central Bank
Uncertainty and Earnings Test

BY DANIELA SABIN HATHORN,

As the August st deadline looms, global markets are caught in a
balancing act between geopolitical tension, central bank caution, and
investor expectations during a critical earnings season. The potential
imposition of new tariffs and retaliatory measures, particularly
between the U.S. and the EU, has created a complex backdrop that
could trigger significant volatility across assets.

Tariff Tensions Escalate: The Countdown to August 1st

With only days to go before the August 1st trade deadline, the rhetoric
around tariffs is intensifying. European leaders have signalled their
intent to respond with retaliatory tariffs if negotiations fail, with
proposed duties reaching as high as 30% in some sectors—substantially
worse than earlier ECB forecasts based on 20% reciprocal tariffs. Such
measures could deliver a heavier-than-expected blow to the European
economy.

Markets, however, appear complacent. While some optimism persists,
the risks remain asymmetric. A failure to reach a resolution could
blindside investors, potentially triggering sharp market reactions.
Central banks, for their part, remain on the sidelines, constrained by
the lack of clarity.

Central Banks: Caught in a ‘Wait and See” Mode

Amid the tariff uncertainty, central banks across the globe are hesitant
to take action. The ECB is widely expected to hold rates steady in its
upcoming meeting, having already led the rate-cutting cycle earlier
this year. Despite some inflationary upticks and modest economic
improvement, the ECB appears comfortable with its current policy
stance unless trade disruptions escalate drastically.

e& opens doors to Emirati future

leaders with its 2025 AI Programme

By : Bakinam Khaled

Global technology group e& has opened applications
for its signature Al Graduate Programme in the UAE,
with 100 new roles available for Emirati university
graduates. The 12-month initiative, launching its
2025 cycle, aims to equip young UAE nationals with
the digital, technical and leadership skills needed to

shape the country’s future economy.

Now in its fourth year, the Al Graduate Programme
has already hired and trained over 284 graduates since
2021 and recently celebrated the graduation of 25
new alumni. Its growing impact reflects e&’s strong

focus on national talent development, diversity and ;¢ »

future-readiness, in line with the UAE’s ambitions
for a knowledge-based, innovation-driven economy.
From Al and machine learning to cybersecurity,
product development, HR and business strategy,
the programme combines immersive, hands-on
experience with real-world projects across multiple
departments at e&. It also includes mentoring,
a personalised development plan, and training
in leadership and emotional intelligence. Many
graduates go on to secure full-time roles in high-
impact areas such as Al, sustainability, finance, sales,
consumer services and telecom engineering.

Ali Al Mansoori, Group Chief People Officer, e&,
said: “Our Al Graduate Programme reflects our
long-term commitment to developing future Emirati
leaders in technology and innovation. We’re not
only creating jobs — we’re building careers that align
with the country’s digital transformation goals. The
strong female participation rate, at over 60 per cent
in the last cohort, also demonstrates our commitment

transformation.”

cent since launch.

innovation sector.

to inclusion and diversity. We encourage passionate
graduates from all disciplines to apply and grow with

He added: “Through mentorship, personalised
development plans and exposure to cutting-
edge projects, this fun and engaging programme
creates a new generation of Emirati tech and
business leaders, critical for the country’s ongoing

The programme has become a cornerstone of
e&’s wider Emiratisation strategy, supporting the
national target of achieving 60 per cent Emirati
representation by 2030. In 2024, 62 per cent of
those hired through the programme were women,
with an overall female participation rate of 81 per

The UAE’s long-term national strategy focuses on
reducing dependence on oil and fostering growth in
knowledge-driven, high-value industries. e&’s Al
Graduate Programme directly feeds into this goal
by developing a skilled Emirati workforce ready to
contribute to, and lead, the digital, technology and

By : Wael Elgafary

app-powered, Roam

matters.

Virgin Connect Roam

As international travel across the GCC surges
this summer, Virgin Connect introduces a
timely, insight-led campaign for its flagship
travel eSIM product, Virgin Connect Roam
— designed not only to simplify connectivity
but to elevate the entire travel experience.
Rooted in purpose and driven by community,
Virgin Connect Roam is built to empower a
new generation of global travelers to connect,
explore, and share the world seamlessly.

Inaregion where staying connected to culture,
family, and identity is paramount, even while
abroad, Roam becomes more than a digital
solution. It becomes a trusted companion.

Available in over 190 countries and fully
replaces
roaming models with a smoother, safer, and
smarter mobile journey. No physical SIMs.
No bill shocks. No dropped connections. Just
immediate access to what matters, when it

Based on in-depth consumer behavior, the
campaign is built around a core truth: mobile
connectivity is now a travel essential, on
par with passports, accommodation, and
itineraries. Yet, many still overlook it —
often leading to last-minute stress, missed
bookings, or the inability to stay in touch
during crucial moments.

mindset, reframing connectivity as a core
travel essential, enabling travelers to feel
confident, connected, and in control wherever
they go.Through real-life scenarios, from

VIRGIN CONNECT LAUNCHES SUMMER CAMPAIGN TO
REVOLUTIONIZE GLOBAL TRAVEL CONNECTIVITY

airport arrivals to exploring new cities, the
campaign highlights how Roam delivers not
just signal, but peace of mind, freedom, and
shared experiences worth remembering.

What sets Virgin Connect Roam apart isn’t
just its best-in-class technology or competitive
pricing, it is the community-first mindset at

the heart of the brand.

they make.

outdated

mid-journey.

challenges that

Roam positions itself as the preferred choice
for Gen Z and young Millennials across the
GCC, digital natives who expect simplicity,
value, and cultural relevance in every decision

“At Virgin Connect, we are not just offering
connectivity; we are delivering flexibility,
affordability and simplicity,” said Walid
Omar, Group Chief Product Officer. “Roam
was built to amplify travel experiences,
keeping travelers connected so they can focus
on the moments that matter most.”

With a presence in over 190+ countries, Roam
offers tailored travel plans, from regional
bundles to global passes, all available and
manageable via the Virgin Connect Roam
app. Users can activate in seconds, monitor
usage, and remain in control before takeoff or

The campaign will activate across high-
summer outbound markets including Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, and Kuwait
with multilingual creative in English, Arabic,
and Spanish. A content-rich mix of AV,
mobile-first formats, and social-native assets
will ensure strong engagement across the
platforms where travel planning lives.

trend.

UAE-EU hilateral non-oil trade
in 2024 reached US$67 hillion,

which represents a growth of
24% compared to 2023,

By : Islam Tawfik

His Excellency Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al
Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of Foreign Trade,
met with His Excellency Maro§ Seftovic,
European Commissioner for Trade, to discuss
the strengthening of bilateral relations between
the UAE and the European Union. The
meeting in Brussels was also an opportunity
to review progress on the negotiations towards
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), following the first round
of discussions held in June and early July.

As UAE-EU bilateral relations continue to
strengthen, the UAE-EU CEPA is anticipated
to play a vital role in enhancing trade ties,
fostering investment opportunities, and
driving economic growth between the two
parties. Both parties expressed optimism
about the progress and potential benefits of
the agreement. In 2024, non-oil trade between
the UAE and the EU reached US$67 billion,
reflecting a 2.4% growth over the previous
year. The EU continues to be a significant
trade partner for the UAE, accounting for
8.3% of its total non-oil trade.

HE Al Zeyoudi remarked, “Our continued
dialogue with the EU is essential in navigating
the evolving global trade landscape. The
European Union is a highly valued trade
and investment partner for the UAE, with
ties that continue to deepen across a range
of sectors. This growth in trade is aligned
with our mutual interests and highlights the
importance of collaboration in areas such as
energy transition, advanced technology, and
food security.”

The meeting served as a platform for both
parties to discuss strategies for increasing
investments  in  high-growth  sectors,
including renewable energy and advanced
manufacturing. The UAE has already
established significant partnerships with EU
nations, reinforced by ongoing projects in
solar energy and innovative technologies.
The UAE delegation to Brussels included
His Excellency Mohamed Al Sahlawi, UAE
Ambassador to Belgium, the European Union
and Luxembourg, and His Excellency Juma
Al Kait, Assistant Undersecretary at the UAE
Ministry of Foreign Trade.

The U.S. Federal Reserve, too, finds itself in a bind. Inflation, while
showing signs of easing, remains above target. The reappearance of
price pressures—partly due to early signs of tariff pass-through in
goods pricing—has constrained the Fed’s ability to cut rates. Markets
are still pricing in multiple rate cuts by year-end, but that assumption
may prove fragile if inflation trends upward again.

Amidst economic uncertainties, concerns have surfaced over the Fed’s
independence. Recent rumours about political interference —including
discussions around removing Chair Jerome Powell —sparked volatility
in the U.S. dollar. Though these claims were quickly dismissed, they
added another layer of uncertainty. While Powell’s tenure is nearing
its end and any real threat to his position seems remote, the situation
underscores the fragile political-economic climate.

Tesla and Tech Earnings in the Spotlight

As earnings season unfolds, Tesla’s report stands out. With both revenue
and earnings expected to decline, the electric vehicle maker becomes
a litmus test for investor sentiment. While Tesla’s fundamentals face
challenges—from cost pressures to reputational hits in key markets
like Europe—technical charts suggest a constructive setup. If the
company manages even a modest beat, a relief rally could follow.
More broadly, the tech-heavy “Magnificent 6” (excluding Tesla)
continue to dominate market performance. Their ability to beat
earnings estimates, sustain strong guidance, and announce share
buybacks has underpinned the Nasdaq and S&P 500’s strength. Last
earnings season saw EPS growth among these giants surge to around
27%, far exceeding expectations.

Despite global friction, U.S. equities have outperformed peers in
Europe and Asia. Indices like the S&P 500 and Nasdaq continue to
notch record highs, fuelled by resilient corporate earnings and investor
confidence in tech’s growth story. Even as RSI indicators hint at
overbought conditions, buyers remain engaged, supporting the bullish

Investors now face the question: what could reverse this momentum?
For now, U.S. resilience seems unmatched, but cracks could appear if
earnings disappoint or if trade tensions erupt.

Conclusion: Walking the Tightrope

With the August 1st deadline rapidly approaching, markets are treading
cautiously. Tariffs, inflation, political risk, and earnings all converge
to shape a potentially volatile landscape. Investors will need to keep
a close eye on central bank decisions, inflation data, and corporate
performance —especially from key players like Tesla and the tech elite.
Whether markets continue to climb the “wall of worry” or get
blindsided by geopolitical shocks will depend heavily on developments
in the coming weeks. For now, the message from policymakers and
markets alike is clear: watch, wait, and prepare.

senior market analyst at Capital.com

I3 Research Finds Most Enterprises Still Fall Short in AI Readiness, Face Security and Governance Issues Blocking Scalability

By : Mohamed Elkholy

F5 (NASDAQ: FFIV), the global leader
in delivering and securing every app and
API, today unveiled its 2025 State of Al
Application Strategy Report, revealing
that only 2% of global organizations
are highly ready to scale Al securely
across operations. The report compiles
insights from 650 global IT leaders and
additional research with 150 Al strategists,
representing organizations with at least
$200 million in annual revenue.

The report unveils stark truths about the
state of Al readiness for enterprises today
and their ability to adapt at sufficient speeds
to keep pace with new innovations. The
most notable findings of the report reveal
that while 77% of companies demonstrate
moderate Al readiness, most lack robust
governance and cross-cloud security,
exposing them to risks. Meanwhile, 21%
of companies fall into the low-readiness
category, limiting their competitive edge
as Al transforms industries.

F5’s research reveals trends illustrating
the rapid expansion of Al use by today’s
enterprises. All told, 70% of moderately
ready organizations have generative Al
in active use, and virtually everyone else
is working on it. Additionally, 25% of

apps, on average, use Al. Highly ready
organizations typically use Al in a much
higher percentage, with portfolio-wide
saturation  expected. = Low-readiness
organizations use Al in less than one-
quarter of their apps, typically in siloed or
experimental settings. Moderately ready
organizations currently have Al present in
about one-third of applications.

The report provides a snapshot of the
latest trends in enterprises grappling
with embracing Al Nearly two-thirds
of survey respondents (65%) use two or
more paid models and at least one open-
source model. The average organization
uses three models, and the use of multiple
models correlates with deployment in
more than one environment or location.
The majority of models in use today are
paid models such as GPT-4, but open-
source alternatives are also popular. The
top open-source models cited are Meta’s
Llama variants, Mistral Al variants, and
Google’s Gemma.

“As Al becomes core to business

strategy, readiness  requires  more
than  experimentation—it  demands
security, scalability, and alignment,”

said John Maddison, Chief Product and
Corporate Marketing Officer at FS. “This

.

report highlights actionable steps for
organizations to operationalize Al with
confidence. Al is already transforming
security operations, but without mature
governance and purpose-built protections,
enterprises risk amplifying threats.”

The report highlights critical cybersecurity
concerns as organizations scale Al
capabilities, revealing concerning trends
about enterprises’ ability to tackle the
complexity of securing Al workloads. Key
cybersecurity trends identified in the report
include Organizations see Al as a viable
cybersecurity asset: 71% of all respondents
already use Al to augment security , Al-
specific protections are lacking: Only
18% of moderately ready organizations
have deployed an Al firewall, with 47%

aiming to have done so within a year ,
Data governance weaknesses: Just 24%
of organizations practice continuous data
labeling, indicating reduced transparency
and increased risks of adversarial attacks
, Cross-cloud inconsistencies: Hybrid
environments create governance gaps,
leaving workflows and data exposed
to vulnerabilities and Expanded attack
surface: The use of diverse Al models
exacerbates risks without proper control
frameworks for open-source tools.
The report introduces the Al Readiness
Index, a framework measuring six factors
of operational maturity, including security
and infrastructure alignment, F5 outlines
key actions for enterprises to enhance
Al scalability and security, including
Diversify Al models: Use both paid and
open-source Al tools while improving
governance to mitigate risks , Expand Al
use across workflows: Move beyond pilots
and embed Al in operations, analytics, and
security for enterprise-wide transformation
and Integrate Al-specific security: Deploy
protections like Al firewalls and formalize
data governance processes, including data
labeling, to safeguard workflows.
Organizations with high AI readiness
can scale effectively, mitigate risks,

and leverage innovation strategically.
Those without maturity frameworks
face operational bottlenecks, compliance
challenges, and stifled growth. The Al
Readiness Index serves as a roadmap
for enterprises to benchmark progress
and implement actionable changes for
secure scalability. Download the 2025
State of Al Application Strategy Report to
benchmark your readiness, identify gaps,
and accelerate secure Al scaling.
“The research in the State of Al
Application Strategy Report aligns with
what we’re observing across the Middle
East, where many organizations are
increasingly integrating Al into their
operations, often without all the necessary
levels of governance or safeguards in
place,” said Mohammed Abukhater,
RVP for the Middle East, Turkiye, and
Africa at F5. “While most companies
demonstrate moderate Al readiness, they
still need to ensure robust governance
and comprehensive cross-cloud security
to avoid exposure to significant risks. In
line with the report’s Al Readiness Index,
we are committed to empowering our
customers to embed Al in their operations
for seamless application delivery and
security.”

Kuwait City Reimagined Through the World of Cyberpunk 2077 with NVIDIA RTX Technologies

By : Amir Taha

Kuwaiti  gaming influencer,

neon lighting to add a cyberpunk
effect and give them a futuristic

GeForce RTX 50 GPU. DLSS 4
enables gamers to multiply the

“Cyberpunk 2077 offers a
unique glimpse into the future.

Khaled Al-Mutairi, also
known as “Gamer Snack”,
and filmmaker Mohamed Al-
Roz collaborated to visualize a
metropolitan city into a virtual
game world. The creators
teamed up to turn Kuwait
City into a mirror of Night
City from Cyberpunk 2077,
blending the two worlds into
one video. NVIDIA GeForce
RTX 50 GPUs made the project
possible, powering both gaming
and content creation.

Mohamed Al-Roz explored
the Kuwait City landscape and
captured real-life footage. The
videos were retouched with

setting. Gamer Snack, on the
other hand, captured in-game
footage  from  Cyberpunk
2077 with DLSS 4 with Multi
Frame Generation and Full
Ray Tracing in 4K to merge
both worlds, which captured
stunning visuals thanks to
NVIDIA’s  technologies.

The game was praised for its
realistic visuals made possible
with Full Ray Tracing. This
made the in-game footage
indistinguishable from real-
world footage. Adding to the
lifelike graphics was NVIDIA’s
DLSS 4, enabled at 4K
resolution using an NVIDIA

games’ performance by more
than 8X while preserving top-
tier visual quality, resulting in
smooth and immersive visuals.
The videos were edited on
an NVIDIA GeForce RTX
50 platform, providing high
responsiveness while managing
both types of content. NVIDIA
Studio  platform accelerated
the editing process using Al on
Adobe Creative Suite.

“To me, beauty isn’t in the place
itself, but how you visualize
it. I try to view things through
emotion, not just through their
form,” said Mohamed Al-Roz,
talking about his experience.

It presents a vision of life similar
to our own but from an entirely
new perspective. The game is
stunningly beautiful, and with
NVIDIA technologies like
DLSS 4.0 and ray tracing, it
transforms into something truly
extraordinary,” said Gamer
Snack.The project showcases
the power of GeForce RTX 50
GPUs and how they are ideal
choices for gaming and content
creation. It sets a benchmark for
immersive experiences, blurring
the line between virtual and real
worlds and opening the door for
similar collaborations across
different ftitles.

Capgemini to Acquire WNS in $3.3B Deal, Strengthening
Leadership in Al-Powered Intelligent Operations

By : Islam Tawfik

position as a global leader

unmatched scale and

Capgemini, a global in Agentic Al-powered innovation potential. The

business and technology Intelligent  Operations  deal is expected to be

transformation  partner, by combining WNS’s accretive to Capgemini’s

announced it has sector-specific platforms — normalized EPS by 4% in

entered into a definitive aqdhautomatlgn expertise 2026 and 7% in 2027 post-
. wit apgemini’s  synergies.

agreement {0 acquire consulting-led pil and T}lllis gmilestone further

WNS, a leading digital
business process services
(BPS) provider, in an all-

cloud

together

capabilities.
The combination brings
Capgemini’s

solidifies ~ Capgemini’s
leadership in Al-driven
business transformation,

cash transaction valued at  copgulting-led digital empowering enterprises
$3.3 billion ($76.50 per  transformation expertise ~ with intelligent
share). and WNS’s industry- automation and next-
This strategic acquisition leading  Digital BPS  generation process
strengthens Capgemini’s  capabilities, creating innovation.
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(NTRA) confirms the continuation of exemptions for mobile phones imported by
passengers from abroad as part of the Mobile Governance System.

By: Wael El-Gafary

In light of recent social media rumours
regarding the retroactive suspension of
mobile devices imported by passengers
from abroad and the suspension of
existing exemptions,

the  National = Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority (NTRA) confirms
the continuation of the exemption for

mobile phones imported by passengers
through customs during the trial period
announced with the launch of the Mobile
Governance System.

It is worth noting that the number of
devices exempted by passengers from
abroad is estimated at approximately
650,000 since the beginning of the year.
In light of the regular monitoring of the
Mobile Governance System, a number

of cases of tampering and fraud have
been detected in this regard, resulting
in the suspension of approximately
60,000 devices due to suspicion of
not being eligible for the exemption.
These devices have been suspended
pending the completion of inspection
procedures. The Authority has studied
and analyzed these cases over the past
few days, confirming the existence of

tampering and fraud involving 13,000
devices
illegally and in violation of the relevant
regulatory procedures. This requires
the continued
devices. Furthermore, the legality of the
exemption entitlement of 47,000 mobile
devices has been verified, and these
devices have been restored.

that obtained exemptions

suspension of these

Flend Raises $3m in Seed Round to Scale Digital SME Finance Across Egypt

By : Bakinam Khaled

Egyptian fintech startup Flend has raised $3
million in a seed round combining equity and
debt financing to expand its fully digital, Financial
Regulatory Authority (FRA)-licensed lending
platform targeting small and medium enterprises
(SMEs). The round underscores growing investor
interest in Egypt’s burgeoning SME finance
sector, as startups race to bridge a persistent credit
gap estimated at over $50 billion.

The equity portion of the round was led by Egypt
Ventures, with participation from Camel Ventures,
Sukna Ventures, Plus VC, Banque Misr, and a
number of prominent family offices, including El
Sewedy and Baalbaki Group, along with strategic
corporate bankers. On the debt side, Flend secured
facilities from the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise Development Agency (MSMEDA)
and additional local banking partners.

Flend describes itself as Egypt’s first fully digital,
FRA-regulated SME financing platform. The
startup integrates directly with digital platforms
serving Egypt’s real economy—logistics
networks, agri-distributors, e-commerce
platforms, and payment systems—to embed
working capital financing at the point of business
operations.

In late 2024, Flend became the first Egyptian
company to be licensed by the FRA as a Digital
Non-Banking Financial Institution (Digital
NBFI) focused on SME lending. This regulatory
status allows Flend to issue legally binding loans
entirely online, using e-signatures and digital
contracts—a significant departure from Egypt’s
historically paper-heavy and relationship-driven
lending environment.

“The FRA’s recognition reflects Egypt’s
commitment to building a modern, inclusive,

and digitally enabled financial system—and
Flend is a direct beneficiary of that vision,” said
Nehal Helmy, Co-Founder and Chief Strategy
Officer at Flend. “We’re not just digitising old
processes—we’re creating new rails for finance
that are faster, fairer, and built for scale.”

A Mission to “Meet SMEs Where They Do
Business”

Flend was founded by a team of veterans from
banking, development finance, and digital policy.
Its core value proposition is to replace traditional
lending bureaucracy with real-time data and
machine learning-powered credit decisions. By
embedding financing into the platforms SMEs
already use, Flend claims it reduces customer
acquisition costs while improving credit risk
profiling through richer transaction-level data.
Since launching, Flend says it has served SMEs
in over 15 sectors and formed partnerships with
more than 20 digital platforms. Approval times for
credit have reportedly been reduced by 95%, with
loan disbursement now measured in days rather
than months.

“We’re proud to be backed by some of the most
forward-looking investors in the region,” said
Ahmed Zaki, Co-Founder and CEO. “This
funding will help us deepen our embedded

lending infrastructure, expand our team, and
work toward our goal of injecting EGP 1 billion
into Egypt’s SME economy within our first
year.”

Investors see Flend as an early leader in the
wave of embedded finance platforms expected to
reshape access to capital for underserved business
segments across MENA.

“Flend’s mission to digitally transform SME
financing will be critical to unlocking value across
industries,” said Abdelrahman Mansour, CEO of
Egypt Ventures. “The team’s regulatory foresight
and technological execution make them a standout
in the Egyptian fintech ecosystem.”

Hasan Haider, Managing Partner at Plus VC,
added: “Access to SME financing remains one
of the most stubborn constraints on economic
growth in the region. We back founders solving
high-impact problems with scalable, tech-driven
solutions—and Flend exemplifies that approach.”
While Flend’s core strategy is to embed lending
directly into supply chain platforms, the company
also operates a direct lending model in sectors
aligned with Egypt’s national development
goals—such as healthcare distribution, agri-food,
light manufacturing, and export-driven SMEs. By
combining a regulated digital framework with
sector-specific risk analysis, Flend hopes to offer
a more efficient and scalable model for working
capital lending.

Egypt’s SME sector accounts for approximately
80% of total employment but continues to suffer
from underfinancing due to perceived risk and
outdated underwriting methods. As larger banks
struggle to cost-effectively serve smaller clients,
digital-first lenders like Flend are stepping in to
offer shorter approval cycles, lower friction, and
data-based pricing models.

e& and 4iG Group partner to advance
cross-regional digital infrastructure

By : Rasha Hagag

e& and 4iG  Group, the
leading provider of integrated
telecommunications services
in Hungary and the Western
Balkans, have signed a strategic
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to explore collaboration
across key areas of digital
infrastructure.

Hatem Dowidar, Group Chief
Executive Officer, e&, said: “Our
strategic partnership with 4iG is
an important step in strengthening
cross-regional digital infrastructure
that supports economic growth,
resilience, and innovation. Rooted
in purposeful innovation and a
belief in the power of infrastructure
to unlock human potential, we see
this collaboration as a platform
for long-term projects that bridge
continents, empower communities,
and accelerate inclusive digital
transformation across the Middle
East, North Africa, and Europe.”
Gellért Jaszai, Chairman, 4iG
Group, said: [OPartnering with
e& opens new avenues for
collaboration across fast-growing
digital corridors that link Europe
with the Middle East and Africa.
By combining our regional strength
with e&Os global reach, we are
building a strategic alliance focused
on unlocking long-term value
through innovation, infrastructure

and shared
opportunities.C]

development,
investment

The MoU sets the framework for
future cooperation between e& and
4iG in the planning, development,

and operation of advanced
connectivity and data infrastructure.
This includes potential joint
initiatives in subsea and terrestrial
networks, large-scale data centres,
and other strategic projects that
enhance digital interconnection
between the Middle East, North
Africa, and Europe.

The preliminary scope also
includes a jointly developed data
centre in Albania to support subsea
data traffic, and the potential
development of other digital
infrastructure in Hungary via e&
PPF Telecom. Furthermore, the

partnership will aim to cooperate
on planning, implementation and
operation of Subsea cable projects
connecting primarily Middle East,
North Africa and Europe. This will
support the digital needs of tens of
millions in the region, supporting
global trade and economic
development.

By combining e&’s global expertise
in telecom infrastructure and
network development with 4iG’s
regional leadership and decades
of experience in transit networks
across the Western Balkans, the
partnership lays the groundwork
for scalable digital infrastructure
projects and increased cross-border
collaboration.

This agreement is part of a broader
set of strategic MoUs signed by 4iG
Group with leading UAE entities,
including EDGE Group and
Mubadala Investment Company.
Together, these partnerships reflect
a shared ambition to deepen
economic ties between Hungary
and the UAE, while advancing
cooperation in priority sectors
such as digital infrastructure,
defence technologies, and strategic
investments. This also sets the path
for future trade alliances: flexible,
strategic, and built on common
pillars of sustainable development,
innovation, and economic
cooperation.

Enhancing Social Impact: Schneider Electric and Hassan Allam Holding
Partner to Advance Smart and Sustainable Agriculture in Egypt

By : Wael Magdy

Schneider Electric, the global leader in digital
transformation of energy management and
automation, announced a strategic partnership
with Hassan Allam Holding, a regional leader
in engineering, construction, investment, and
development. This partnership aims to develop a
sustainable and integrated model to enhance the
“Water-Energy-Food” Nexus within Egyptian
villages by incorporating the latest smart solutions
and digital sustainable technologies. The initiative
marks a strategic step toward improving quality of life
in underserved communities and supporting national
efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals.

Under the Memorandum of Understanding, the two
companies will collaborate on a pioneering project
located in the village of El Nouras, located in south of
Port Said, in Egypt’s northern Nile Delta region. This
rural agricultural community, home to around 12,000
people, relies on El-Salam Canal for irrigation, a
vital component of Egypt’s water infrastructure that
channels Nile water to reclaimed lands in Sinai. The
project highlights the joint commitment of Schneider
Electric and Hassan Allam Holding to improve the

The partnership focuses on the “Water, Energy,
and Food” Nexus, leveraging Schneider Electric’s
EcoStruxure technology to deploy innovative,
sustainable solutions that improve energy efficiency,
support responsible water use, and enhance
agricultural productivity. At the heart of the initiative
is the installation of a solar-powered, climate-
controlled greenhouse designed to cultivate variety
of plants and yield around 20 tons of vegetables
annually. These interventions directly address local
challenges such as limited access to good irrigation
water quality and low crop productivity due to
climate change impact which have long prevented
farmers from cultivating vegetables and achieving
food self-sufficiency.

Fully powered by solar energy, the system aligns
with Egypt’s Integrated Sustainable Energy Strategy
2035 & Updated National Determined Contributions
in 2023 of generating 42% of its electricity from
renewable sources by and cutting electricity carbon
emissions by 37% by 2030, which are commitments
outlined in both the Paris Agreement and Egypt
Vision 2030. Beyond reducing dependence on fossil
fuels in irrigation like diesel pumps, the project
represents a major step forward in empowering rural

the farmers’ productivity, and expanding access to
sustainable technologies in resource-limited areas.
It also underscores the mutual commitment of
Schneider Electric and Hassan Allam Holding to
accelerating sustainable transformation, integrating
environmental solutions with economic and social
empowerment to deliver long-term, meaningful
impact.

Sebastien Riez, CEO of Schneider Electric Northeast
Africa and the Levant, stated: “This initiative reflects
our deep commitment to supporting and empowering
local communities through our innovative solutions

we believe that access to clean, reliable energy is a
basic right and key development driver.” He added:
“Our partnership with Hassan Allam Holding is a
true example of how cross-sector collaboration can
turn sustainability ambitions into tangible impact for
a greener, more inclusive future. We are improving
livelihoods in local communities and contributing to
Egypt’s Vision 2030 and global climate goals.”
Merette Elsayed, Chief Commercial Officer of
Hassan Allam Holding, stated: “Hassan Allam
Holding is committed to developing underserved
communities through sustainable solutions that
address water, food, and energy challenges in an
integrated framework. Our collaboration with
Schneider Electric in the Port Said project exemplifies
this commitment through the implementation of
smart, clean technologies that make a real impact on
improving quality of life. We believe innovation and
sustainability are the foundations for building more
just and resilient communities.”

The project goes beyond technological innovation
to address the broader dimensions of sustainable
development. It reflects the joint efforts Schneider
Electric and Hassan Allam Holding and to promote
local partnerships that transform lives through

create new job opportunities for both women and
men, build capacity for local operations, and support
long-term financial resilience. The project also
reinforces the role of the private sector in delivering
community-based, holistic solutions that address
infrastructure gaps in rural areas of Egypt, where
many still lack accesses to reliable electricity, clean
water, and proper sanitation services.

The partnership between Schneider Electric and
Hassan Allam Holding was announced during
“Innovation Day: Buildings of the Future” event
organized by Schneider Electric in Cairo, sets
a new benchmark for sustainable development,
demonstrating how smart and sustainable
infrastructure can uplift communities and drive
real, measurable progress toward both national and
global development goals. Schneider Electric’s
solutions help reduce projects’ carbon footprint,
improve resource management, and create healthier,
more productive living and working environments
by utilizing advanced technologies in smart energy
management and automation systems. This aligns
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals and
Egypt’s ambitious vision for a greener and more

livelihoods of local communities.

communities by enhancing food security, boosting

and advanced technologies. At Schneider Electric,

sustainable initiatives that boost local productivity,

prosperous

future.

Uber launches Senior Accounts and
Simple Mode across the MENA region

By : Ghada Helmy

Uber today announced the launch of
Senior Accounts across the MENA
region, a new feature designed to
make the Uber app easier and more
accessible for older adults. Whether
it’s heading to a doctor’s appointment,
visiting family, or doing grocery
shopping, the new product is aimed
at helping older people move around
with greater ease, while offering peace
of mind to their loved ones.

Senior Accounts and Simple Mode
are now rolling out across the MENA
region — in the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan and
Lebanon. Importantly, the older adult
and family organiser do not need to
live in the same location.

Available through Uber’s Family
Profiles, Senior Accounts present
a streamlined version of the Uber
app, featuring larger text, simplified
screens, and the option for a trusted
family member to offer remote
support. For older adults who prefer
to ride independently, Simple Mode
can be switched on via the app’s
accessibility  settings.

With the introduction of Senior
Accounts and Simple Mode, Uber

is enhancing mobility to be more
accessible and inclusive for older
adults. These features reflect the
company’s ongoing efforts to make
the Uber app a platform that works for
the entire family, from teens to seniors.
Building on the success of Teen
Accounts, Uber is bridging another
important gap in the mobility space. In
the MENA region, where strong family
ties and intergenerational support are a
way of life, this offering will help older
adults stay independent and connected,
with the reassurance that loved ones
are always just a tap away.

Senior Accounts offer a simpler way
to ride, with larger text, fewer steps,
and easy-to-tap buttons. Riders in
the MENA region can save favourite

places, use flexible payment options,
and let loved ones track trips in real
time. Family members can also book
or manage rides remotely, making
travel more accessible for older adults.
How it works A family member sets
up a Family Profile in the Uber app
and invites an older adult to join as
a senior , The older adult receives a
text message with a link to download
the app and create their account and
Once set up, they can request trips
independently or allow a family
member to assist when needed.
Even for older adults not added to a
Family Profile, Simple Mode can be
enabled via the app’s Accessibility
settings, offering a  simplified
experience with full account control.
With access to public transportation
for seniors being difficult sometimes
in the region due to distance, frequency
limitations and also high temperatures,
Uber’s new solution bridges this gap
and supports families at every stage of
life. Developed with input from older
riders and accessibility advocates,
these new features are part of Uber’s
ongoing mission to make technology
more inclusive and remove barriers to
mobility.

Palo Alto Networks Completes Acquisition of Protect Al

By : Sarah Noureldeen

Palo Alto Networks® (NASDAQ:
PANW), the global cybersecurity
leader, today announced it has
completed its acquisition of
Protect Al, an innovative leader
in securing Artificial Intelligence
(Al) applications and models.
The acquisition accelerates Palo
Alto  Networks’  commitment
to securing the next generation
of technology infrastructure, a
landscape increasingly defined by
the rapid proliferation of Al. The
result is a single company to meet
the demand from organizations
across every major industry—
from finance, government, and
healthcare to manufacturing and
retail—all of whom are leveraging
Al to innovate, establishing Palo
Alto Networks as the definitive
standard for comprehensive Al
security.

The integration of Protect Al’s
forward-thinking technology
and its team of experts will be a
cornerstone of Palo Alto Networks’
Prisma® AIRSO, the industry’s
most comprehensive Al security

platform.  Organizations  are
increasingly  building complex
ecosystems of Al  models,
applications, and agents. This

creates a dynamic new attack
surface with risks that traditional
security approaches cannot address.
The combination of Protect Al
and Palo Alto Networks brings
together model scanning, posture
management, Al red teaming,
runtime protection, and Al agent
security, enabling Prisma AIRS
to help businesses confidently
deploy Al-driven innovation while
ensuring a formidable security
posture from development through
runtime.

Anand Oswal, SVP and GM
of Network Security, Palo Alto
Networks,  said:

“The promise of Al is immense,
but so are the security risks. Our
customers are moving quickly
to adopt Al and are asking for a
partner who can secure their entire
Al ecosystem at scale. Protect
AT’s capabilities are a powerful
complement to our innovative
Prisma AIRS platform, and scales
our ability to provide both depth
and breadth in Al security to
deliver protection across the entire
Al lifecycle.”

Protect AI CEO Ian Swanson joins
Palo Alto Networks as VP, Product,
Prisma AIRS, comments:

“Joining forces with Palo Alto

Networks propels our team and Al
security platform into a new era of
scale and impact. Our vision has
always been to make Al secure,
safe, and trustworthy for everyone.
With  Palo Alto  Networks’
global reach, deep cybersecurity
expertise, and commitment to
innovation, we can accelerate
this vision exponentially. We are
thrilled to integrate our capabilities
into Prisma AIRS and continue
innovating to empower a broader
set of customers to build and
deploy Al bravely.”

Innovation and  technology
leader Leidos, a strategic partner
to both companies, is already
demonstrating safe Al acceleration

for government customers
with Prisma AIRS, reflecting
the anticipation of hundreds

of organizations for a single,
comprehensive security platform.
Eric  Moore, CTO, Digital
Modernization Sector at Leidos
said:

“Securing AI—from the model file
to runtime behavior—requires a
holistic, platform-based approach.
With Protect Al now part of Palo
Alto  Networks, organizations
can rely on a single vendor to
address end-to-end Al  risk,

including model vulnerability
scanning, automated red teaming,
and runtime protection. This is
especially critical in regulated
industries and national security
environments where the adoption
of Al is accelerating and the risks
are uniquely high. The acquisition
represents a leap forward in
delivering Secure Al By Design—
from code to mission-critical
deployment. As one of the early
adopters of Protect Al, Leidos is
proud to help the most advanced
government and industry users
build, deploy, and manage secure
Al systems aligned with national
security  objectives.”

For TELUS Digital, a leading
digital services provider at the
forefront of AI transformation,
securing new Al tools is a top
priority.

As an early customer of Prisma
AIRS, Steve Jablonski, CISO,
TELUS Digital, shares:

“What we’re excited about with
Prisma AIRS is the ability to see
how API calls are being made. We
can look at malicious detections
that are being performed by Al
tools across the board.”
Showcasing Al Security Innovation
at Black Hat USA 2025
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