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Ministers of ICT, Higher Education Attend Closing Ceremony of ‘Al Empower Egypt’ 4th Round

By: Wael Magdy

Minister of Communications and Information
Technology Raafat Hendy and Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research Abdelaziz
Konsowa have attended the closing ceremony of
the fourth round of AI Empower Egypt, at Creativa
Innovation Hub in Giza.

The initiative was launched by the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology
(MCIT) in collaboration with Dell Technologies to
build knowledge, develop skills, and foster innovation
in the field of artificial intelligence (Al).

During its fourth round, the initiative provided
specialized Al training to 1,090 students representing
10 public, private, and national universities: Cairo
University, Ain Shams University, The American
University in Cairo (AUC), the German University
in Cairo (GUC), the Arab Academy for Science,
Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT),
Egypt—Japan University of Science and Technology
(E-Just), Assiut University, Mansoura University,
Alexandria University, and Egypt University of
Informatics (EUI).

Participants delivered 445 projects focused on
creating innovative technology-driven solutions
across five key areas: smart agriculture, smart
mobility, smart government, digital healthcare, and
the smart economy.

The initiative also featured Hack for Impact, an Al
hackathon focused on developing smart solutions for

the new and renewable energy sector. The hackathon
brought together 105 students representing 21 teams
from 10 universities, with 10 teams advancing to the
final round.

In his remarks, the ICT Minister highlighted that
the expansion of the AI Empower Egypt initiative
since its launch, along with the growing number of
participating universities, reflects the success of a
model built on partnership among the government,
universities, and the private sector. He explained that
the initiative connects academic knowledge with
workforce requirements and practical applications. He
further stressed that excellence in Al lies in harnessing
Al technologies to understand challenges, develop
practical solutions, and assess their impact on people’s
lives, institutional efficiency, and economic growth.
Hendy emphasized that this approach aligns with
MCIT’s objectives under the National Al Strategy and
the efforts of the Applied Innovation Center (AIC),
which focuses on turning research and development
(R&D) into applications and solutions that serve
government sectors and society. He highlighted AIC’s
efforts in developing “Karnak,” an Arabic LLM,
along with Al applications in areas such as early
disease detection, agriculture, education, and other
priority fields. He stressed that the goal of these efforts
is not only to develop advanced technological models,
but also to build Egyptian capabilities that can create
solutions tailored to our language, culture, needs, and
national priorities.

renewable energy challenge as the hackathon’s focus
was driven by its significance as a national priority,
its potential to create promising career opportunities
for participants, and its ability to generate meaningful
social impact. He emphasized the need to develop
smart solutions that can forecast energy production
and demand, optimize grid management, promote
efficient consumption, reduce losses, and improve
resource utilization. He stressed that the next step is
to establish a clear pathway for promising projects
by connecting them with mentorship and incubation
programs, as well as with entities capable of testing
and adopting them, helping transform these ideas into
products, startups, or deployable solutions.

Hendy called on all participants to continue developing
their projects, reaffirming MCIT’s commitment to
providing the mentorship and support needed to help
turn their ideas into impactful ventures.

For his part, Konsowa expressed his pleasure
at participating in the event, commending the

collaboration with Dell Technologies, one of the
world’s leading IT companies. He also praised
students from universities and institutes across Egypt
for developing numerous innovative applied projects
that offer promising technological solutions to real-
world challenges, demonstrating the creativity and
potential of young Egyptians to lead the country’s
digital future.

Konsowa reaffirmed the Ministry’s commitment to
advancing digital transformation across the higher
education and scientific research system. He added that
the transition to smart universities is a top priority for
the Ministry of Higher Education, given the rapid pace
of advances in Al and digital technologies worldwide
and the new requirements these developments place
on higher education institutions and their graduates.

Konsowa further underscored the importance of
establishing technology parks within universities, as
hubs for translating research outcomes and innovative
ideas into industrial and economic ventures. This
can be achieved through startup support, technology
transfer and local development, and stronger industry
partnerships.

He also emphasized the importance of leveraging
Al applications to support the transformation of
Egyptian universities into smart institutions and
harnessing Al capabilities to enhance education and
support university services. He pointed to the need
to strengthen links between academia and industry,
bridge the gap between educational outcomes and

labor market needs, and promote applied scientific
research.

For her part, Advisor to the ICT Minister for
Technology Talent Development Hoda Baraka
emphasized that AI Empower Egypt has become a
pioneering model of effective partnership between
MCIT, Egyptian universities, and the private sector to
cultivate a new generation of talent capable of leading
the future of Al in Egypt. She noted that the initiative
is implemented within the framework of the National
Al Strategy (2025-2030), which prioritizes capacity
building and national talent development, reflecting
the government’s belief that human capital is the
cornerstone of innovation and that investing in youth
represents the most sustainable investment.
Furthermore, Senior Vice President for Central Eastern
Europe, Middle East, Turkey and Africa (CEEMETA)
at Dell Technologies Mohammed Amin underscored
that as Al transitions from experimentation to real-
world implementation, talent has become the most
critical factor in driving innovation. He added that
the company is celebrating students who leveraged
advanced Al skills to address challenges across
Egypt’s most vital sectors.

Through its collaboration with MCIT, Amin stated,
Dell Technologies is committed to preparing the next
generation of Al leaders by equipping them with the
skills and expertise needed to advance Egypt’s digital
transformation and contribute to long-term sustainable
economic growth.

«NTI» Marks New Milestone

with Graduation of 100

By ; Islam Tawfik

180kW Benchmark: Raya Smart Buildings and Sungrow Double Down
on Electra as Egypt’s Fastest EV Charging Network
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has already been built. Both sides used

Wazeefa-Tech Trainees

By : Rasha Hagag

The National Telecommunication Institute (NTI) has hosted a
graduation ceremony for 100 trainees forming the latest cohort
of Wazeefa-Tech Initiative, run in collaboration with Next
Academy. Held at NTI’s premises in the New Capital, the event
drew representatives from NTI, the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (MCIT), Nasser Social Bank
(NSB), private sector partners, university presidents and deans,
and other ICT sector leaders.

The latest round was designed for recent graduates from
faculties specializing
in commerce, business
information systems,
computer and
information sciences,
and artificial intelligence
(AI). Trainees received
in-depth  training in
enterprise resource
planning (ERP) systems
using Oracle and Odoo

WU

Wazeefa Tech

\QB |Ti Pl

platforms, while also
R developing their soft

skills and professional

competencies.

During the event, several

companies were honored
for hiring graduates of the initiative. The ceremony also featured
inspiring success stories, as graduates from the latest cohort
shared their training experiences, the skills they gained, and how
the initiative helped them land promising career opportunities.
Wazeefa-Tech is a national initiative launched by MCIT in
partnership with the Ministry of Social Solidarity, represented
by NSB, to prepare young Egyptians for local and international
job markets through specialized training.
The initiative runs on an innovative financing model, “Learn Now,
Pay Later,” allowing trainees to repay costs through interest-
free installments over three years, after securing employment.
This model broadens access to training while removing upfront
financial barriers and reflects the government’s commitment to
upskilling Egypt’s youth to advance the Digital Egypt vision.

Raya Smart Buildings, a subsidiary of Raya
Holding for Financial Investments, recently
hosted a strategic session with Sungrow,
the global leader in renewable energy and
power-conversion technologies, marking a
significant milestone in the partnership that
powers Electra — Egypt’s fastest-growing
EV charging brand.

The session brought together Thompson
Meng, Group Vice President of Sungrow
Power Supply Co., Ltd. and President of
the OSKA Center & MEA Region, Ahmed
Khalil, Group CEO of Raya Holding
for Financial Investments, and Ahmed
Ibrahim, CEO of Raya Smart Buildings.
The visit signals a deepening of the bilateral
relationship, with both organizations
reaffirming  their =~ commitment to
accelerating Egypt’s transition toward
sustainable electric mobility.

Electra, the EV charging brand operated by
Raya Smart Buildings, was established as
the product of this strategic partnership —
bringing Sungrow’s world-class charging
technology to the Egyptian market and
combining it with Raya’s deep knowledge

ITI Hosts Talent Summit 2026, Connecting Graduates with Industry

By : Mohamed Essam

The Information Technology Institute (ITT)
is organizing Talent Summit 2026 from
July 28 to August 13 at its premises in
Smart Village, under the theme “From Al
Hype to Al-Ready Talent.”

The event connects ICT companies with
graduates of ITI programs across more
than 30 specialized training tracks, most
notably AI, data science, cybersecurity,
cloud computing, fintech, computer vision,
and digital media.

The summit provides an opportunity for
assessing candidates and conducting on-

business

local
infrastructure network, and
ecosystem. Today’s meeting underscored
that this is not a transactional supplier
relationship, but a long-term collaboration

of the environment,

customer

built on shared values: innovation,
sustainability, and the conviction that
Egypt’s electric mobility transformation
must be matched by infrastructure that is
fast, reliable, and scalable.

With Electra now operational across New
Alamein City — including some of Egypt’s
first 180kW ultra-fast charging stations
— and an expanding network across
Cairo and major intercity corridors, the
roundtable went beyond reviewing what
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site interviews through a structured process
supported by the Business Development
team at ITI.

the meeting to align on the next phase of
the partnership: developing innovative,
disruptive solutions that address the real
barriers holding back Egypt’s EV market.
Chief among these is the challenge of
grid infrastructure — a constraint that
limits where and how fast charging can be
deployed at scale. Raya Smart Buildings
and Sungrow committed to tackling this
head-on, with a shared roadmap focused
on introducing new products and solutions
designed to overcome grid limitations and
make high-quality, high-speed charging
accessible across a far wider range of
locations. These upcoming innovations are
intended to cement Electra’s position not
just as Egypt’s current benchmark for EV
charging, but as the brand that continues to
define the category.
AHMEDIBRAHIM,CEO,RAYASMART
BUILDINGS “What we have built with
Sungrow goes far beyond a commercial
agreement — it is a partnership rooted in a
shared belief that Egypt’s electric mobility
future deserves world-class infrastructure,
and that we are the ones to build it.

This year’s edition brings together more
than 90 technology companies and over
2,000 qualified graduates across more
than 160 job profiles, reflecting ITI’s
commitment to equipping graduates with
the skills needed to meet the evolving
demands of the ICT sector.

ITIis one of the training arms of the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology (MCIT). It prepares young
Egyptians for the job market through
specialized training programs, professional
certifications, events, and competitions, in
direct support of the Digital Egypt vision.

standards,

MCIT Website Enhances
Digital Inclusion with Advanced
Accessibility Tools

By : Bakinam Khaled

The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
(MCIT) has introduced a comprehensive suite of accessibility
tools to its official website, giving users the ability to customize
their browsing experience according to their individual needs.
The move reflects the Ministry’s ongoing efforts to ensure
equitable access to digital services for all members of society,
with a particular focus on empowering persons with disabilities
(PwDs).

This step comes within the framework of the Digital Accessibility
for Government Websites presidential initiative. Led by the
National Academy of Information Technology for Persons
with Disabilities (NAID), an MCIT affiliate, the initiative
works to enable PwDs to access government digital services
independently and efficiently by promoting accessibility
standards across government websites.

The new tools support a wide range of users, including persons
with visual, hearing, motor, and cognitive disabilities, as well as
senior citizens and anyone seeking a more personalized browsing
experience. Features include Screen reader compatibility for
users with visual impairments , Keyboard navigation for users
unable to use a mouse , Text size adjustment for improved
readability , High-contrast and color customization options,
including settings for different types of color vision deficiencies
, Font and spacing adjustments to support users with dyslexia
and other reading difficulties , Reading guide and reading
mask features to help maintain focus ,Animation controls to
pause moving content and reduce visual distractions , Cursor
enhancement options for easier navigation, Link highlighting
and other visual aids that simplify browsing and Additional
interface customization tools tailored to individual accessibility
needs

These tools are available on every page of the Ministry’s website
and can be activated via the Accessibility icon.

By adopting internationally recognized digital accessibility
MCIT continues
transformation agenda while ensuring government information
and services remain accessible to all. The Ministry remains
committed to enhancing its digital platforms in collaboration
with NAID, reinforcing the principle that digital transformation
must be inclusive and leave no one behind.

to advance Egypt’s digital

IS integrates F5 Al Guardrails with NVIDIA NeMo Guardrails to

MCIT Introduces First DECI Self-Learning Program

By : Sarah Noureldeen

English during the previous academic year.

extend runtime security for enterprise Al applications

By : Mohamed Essam

F5 (NASDAQ: FFIV), the global leader in
delivering and securing every app and API,
today introduced F5 Al Guardrails integrated
with NVIDIA NeMo Guardrails, an Al-
native solution that brings F5’s enterprise-
grade Al security capabilities to production
Al applications.

Security remains a primary reason
enterprises struggle to move Al from pilot
to production. Organizations adopting
multiple Al models and frameworks across
hybrid multicloud infrastructures face
fragmented security controls, inconsistent
policy enforcement, and governance gaps
that widen with every new Al application.
Most Al frameworks include basic safety
checks, but those controls are embedded
inside individual applications rather than
enforced centrally. Security and compliance
teams are left stitching together visibility
across tools and applications with no single
place to inspect Al traffic, apply policy, or

audit what happened.

F5 AI Guardrails integrated with NVIDIA
NeMo Guardrails brings centralized,
consistent security and governance across
Al applications by separating security
enforcement from the Al framework.
Organizations can standardize
on NVIDIA NeMo Guardrails
while F5 Al Guardrails handles
security inspection of prompts
and LLM responses, applying
enterprise  policies  centrally
without requiring changes to
Al applications. The result is a
layered architecture where the
framework library, microservices,
orchestration, and security each do
what they do best and evolve independently.
“Enterprises do not have a shortage of
Al applications. They have a shortage of
consistent security and governance across
them,” said Kunal Anand, Chief Product
Officer at F5. “As Al moves into production,

fragmented controls create risk, complexity,
and delay. This integration gives security
teams a unified point to inspect Al traffic,
enforce policy, and govern Al applications
across their environments, while giving
developers the freedom to keep building.”
This approach eliminates the
tension between development
speed and security requirements,
enabling Al platform teams
to move fast on orchestration
while security teams maintain
independent control over
inspection, policy, and governance.
With this solution, neither must
wait for the other.

“NVIDIA NeMo  Guardrails
provides an open, programmable framework
for applying safety and security policies to
Al applications,” said Ash Bhalgat, Senior
Director of Al Networking and Security
Solutions, Ecosystem and Marketing at
NVIDIA.

The Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology (MCIT) has
launched the first Self-Learning Program
under Digital Egypt Cubs Initiative (DECI),
aimed at developing technological skills
among preparatory and secondary school
students.

Delivered entirely online, the program
enables Egyptian students, both within
the country and abroad, to access training
content at any time and from any location,
thereby extending the initiative’s reach.
Launched in May 2022 as part of the Digital
Egypt Generations (DEG) initiatives, DECI
has trained more than 168,000 students
during the first half of this year alone.

The Self-Learning program reflects the
government’s broader commitment to
human development, equipping Egyptian
youth with digital and technological skills,
strengthening the capabilities of future
generations, and reinforcing MCIT’s
efforts to cultivate a highly capable talent
pool positioned to explore new horizons

in the ICT sector. In doing so, the initiative
contributes to the realization of the national
vision while keeping pace with future
requirements.

To be eligible, students from the first year of
preparatory school through the second year
of secondary school must have achieved
scores between 70% and 89% in English,
mathematics, and science. Egyptian
students residing abroad are subject to a
distinct requirement: a minimum score of
70% in each of mathematics, science, and

Each level follows a structured five-
month timeframe, within which students
may complete their training according
to their own schedules. Specific criteria

govern continued participation, with
disqualification applied in cases of
insufficient commitment.

The program further includes three live
sessions per training period, allowing
students to engage directly with expert
instructors to raise questions and discuss
course material.The Self-Learning program
is one of three programs offered under
DECI. The others are the Basic Program,
which spans six months during the academic
year, and the Summer Program, which runs
for two to three months during the summer
break; each follows a distinct methodology
and set of admission criteria.

Training is structured across five levels,
covering contemporary technology tools
and foundational concepts. The first level
provides an introduction to computer
science and information technology.

Egypt Elected Chair of AI Governance, Quantum Computing Working Groups at Arab Permanent Committe for Al Emerging Technologies

By : Islam Tawfik

Egypt has been elected chair of the AI Governance
Working Group and the Quantum Computing
Working Group of the Arab Permanent Committee for
Al and Emerging Technologies, operating under the
Arab Telecommunications and Information Council
of Ministers (ATICM).

The committee aims to strengthen Arab cooperation
and integration in the fields of artificial intelligence
(AI) and emerging technologies while driving digital
transformation. It also contributes to fostering an
innovation-driven,  knowledge-based ~ economy
powered by advanced technologies, advancing
sustainable development across the Arab region,
and shaping a unified Arab position in regional and
international  forums.

The elections took place during the second founding

meeting of the Arab Permanent Committee for
Al and Emerging Technologies, held in Tunisia,
with the participation of representatives from Arab
countries, as well as Arab, regional, and international
organizations and unions serving as observers.
ATICM established the committee under a resolution
adopted during its 29th Session, held in Egypt in
January 2026. Its mandate includes developing
regional policies and strategies for Al and emerging
technologies;  advancing  innovation,  digital
transformation, and economic development across
various sectors; strengthening capacity building in
modern technologies; and facilitating the exchange
of information, expertise, and best practices among
member states.

Its responsibilities also extend to monitoring global
advancements in emerging technologies, analyzing

their implications, supporting scientific research and
development in future technologies, and periodically
reviewing and evaluating the implementation and
impact of recommendations.

Further tasks include developing  strategic

frameworks and public policies for the adoption of
emerging technologies, proposing draft regional
and international agreements and memoranda of
understanding  (MoUs), establishing specialized
working groups to study emerging technologies,
defining terms of reference (ToR) for studies and
research while overseeing their implementation,
examining referred matters and devising decision-
implementation mechanisms, coordinating among
member states in international forums, reviewing
proposals submitted by member states and relevant
stakeholders, and formulating a unified Arab stance
on international technical issues.

Four specialized Al working groups fall under the
committee’s structure: Al Governance, Capacity
Building and  Partnerships, Innovation and
Technological Solutions, and Data and Digital

Infrastructure, in addition to working groups on
Quantum Computing and Emerging Technologies.
The committee’s membership includes representatives
of member states, while relevant organizations and
entities participate as observers. Each working group
elects a chair and two vice-chairs from among the
member states.

Egypt hosted the committee’s first founding meeting
at the headquarters of the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (MCIT) last May.

The AI Governance Working Group is tasked
with developing a guiding Arab framework for Al
governance, creating technical governance tools,
designing an advisory mechanism to operationalize
the Arab Charter for Al Ethics, and promoting the
exchange of expertise and Arab coordination in
international ~ forums.
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