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Minister of Communications inaugurates Commvault Global Center of Excellence in Cairo

By: Bakinam Khaled

Dr.  Amr Talaat, Minister
of Communications and
Information Technology,
inaugurated the Commvault
Center of Excellence, an
American company specialized
globally in cyber resilience and
data protection solutions, in
Egypt; in the presence of Eng.
Ahmed El-Zaher, CEO of the

competencies with technological
expertise and multilingual skills
to provide digital solutions that
meet the growing requirements
of its clients quickly and
efficiently. The company plans
to expand this center, which
was established according to the
highest international standards
and allows for great scalability,
as it has already contributed to
providing many job opportunities

universities to bridge the gap
between supply and demand at
the level of specialized human
cadres in this field.

For his part, Eng. Ahmed El-
Zaher, CEO of the Information
Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA),
explained that Commvault’s
new Center of Excellence is
a qualitative addition to the
Egyptian IT sector, as it enhances

“We are proud to launch our
new Center of Excellence in
Cairo, bringing us closer to our
customers in key markets and
enhancing our service delivery
capabilities in these regions,”
said Sarv Saravanan, Chief
Customer Officer at Commvault.
“By strategically leveraging
local talent, we can enable our
customers globally to benefit
more from our industry-leading

-_ A Predictions for 2025

Artificial intelligence (Al) is getting smarter every second, and in
the coming year, it promises to revolutionise the tools that travellers
and travel managers use daily.

According to SAP Concur research, 95% of business travellers
are open to embracing Al-driven automation for tasks such as visa
and documentation support, expense tracking and reporting, and

Information Technology Industry

Development Agency (ITIDA), Egypt.

The establishment
of the center comes as part of

Sanjay Mirchandani, CEO of  ¢ymmyaults efforts to enhance  such as  cybersecurity, and
Commvault, and a large number cybersecurity  resilience and  also reflects the success of the
of the company’s executives.  gpnort ts” customers in the efforts made to develop the

The company’s center in Egypt
aims to provide a variety of
technical services and manage
them in hybrid cloud systems for
the company’s clients in Europe,
the Middle East, and Africa
from Egypt, including technical
support  services,  customer
account  management,  and
customer experience services.

The new center relies on Egyptian ~ and  highly

region. Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister
Communications
Information Technology, stressed
that the decision of Commvault,
a global leader in data protection,
to choose Egypt as a destination
for establishing its center of
excellence reflects confidence
in Egyptian competencies and
skills specialized in high-value
in-depth  fields

outsourcing industry and provide
a favorable environment to
attract investments from global
companies to the Egyptian
communications and information
technology  sector;  adding
that the center will employ
specialized digital competencies
in a promising and globally
in-demand field in light of the
continuous increase in demand

and

for cyber resilience solutions;
pointing out that data protection
has become a priority in the digital
age with the increasing reliance
on artificial intelligence, as data
is the basis of this technology;
Explaining the ministry’s efforts
in preparing specialized cadres
in cybersecurity, as digital
capacity building programs vary
to include intensive education
by granting bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in cooperation
with  prestigious international

Egyptian

increases

the provision of high-value
job opportunities by focusing
on providing advanced digital
solutions such as cyber resilience
and data protection,
the capabilities of distinguished
cadres
global companies to expand their
operations in Egypt.

He pointed out that the Authority
seeks to enhance Egypt’s position
as a global center for IT services,
which supports the growth of
the outsourcing industry and
investments in a
sustainable manner.

cybersecurity solutions at scale.”
“Egypt offers a dynamic, diverse
and  multicultural ~ business
environment, making it an ideal
location for our multilingual
service  operations.  Through
this center, we are able to
provide exceptional support to
our customers in the EMEA
region, enhancing their ability to
achieve resilience and business
continuity,” said Fadi Richmani,
Vice President and General
Manager, Southeast Europe,
Middle East, Africa and Turkey,
Commvault.

reflecting

that attract

Telecom Egypt signs strategic partnership
with China Mobile International

By: Basel Khaled

Telecom Egypt, a leading provider of
telecommunications and information technology
services in Egypt and one of the largest submarine
cable operators in the region, has revealed that
it has signed a strategic commercial agreement
with China Mobile International. The agreement
was signed by Wang Hu, Chairman and CEO of
China Mobile International, and Eng. Mohamed
Nasr, Managing Director and CEO of Telecom
Egypt. The agreement aims to optimize the two
companies’ investments in submarine cable
infrastructure and share
their resources to meet the
growing demand for data
services from companies
and individuals around
the world. The partnership
also includes a range of
innovative enterprise-
level digital and business
services specifically
designed to meet the
evolving needs of organizations in Egypt and
across the region.

The strategic agreement is an important step
towards deepening the partnership between
China Mobile International, a wholly owned
subsidiary of China Mobile, known globally
for having the largest telecommunications
network and serving the largest customer base, in
addition to its leadership in terms of profitability
indicators, brand value and market ranking,
and Telecom Egypt, the leading provider of
telecommunications and information technology
services in Egypt and one of the largest submarine
cable operators in the region.

g Kong SAR

AT ML LI IAMIRY R AL AL AR

ween China Mobile International and Telecom E¢

agreement is one of the key elements of this
partnership, as it focuses on expanding the scope
of the two companies’ work around the world and
enhances their joint commitment to providing
more reliable and high-quality international
telecommunications services. It also contributes
to enhancing the diversity and flexibility of the
two companies’ networks by adding new paths
across their cable systems, ensuring the provision
of more reliable telecommunications services.
This agreement achieves significant additional
value and reflects a cost-effective approach
that confirms the two
companies’ commitment to
developing and enhancing
network infrastructure
around the world.

Under this partnership, the
two companies will work
to develop and provide
integrated digital solution
packages that aim to support
companies and institutions
in their journey towards digital transformation
by combining the advanced digital solutions
provided by China Mobile International with the
extensive operational experience extended locally
and regionally by Telecom Egypt, in addition to
its strong infrastructure. These solutions will
enable institutions to benefit from advanced
technologies that enable them to improve their
performance and enhance their operational
efficiency. The two companies will continue to
seek to benefit from their resources and expertise
to enhance the services provided to companies
and individuals around the world, accelerate the
development of the digital economy, and achieve

FDC Summit Signing a collaboration agreement to
strengthen the event’s role in industrial growth,

By : Mohamed Elkholy

During a press conference announcing the new
name of the summit, Future of Digital Countries,
the organizing committee of the FDC Summit,
the regional platform for digital industry, revealed
its vision for the 7th edition. The official opening
will be held at the Al Manara International
Conference Center from April 28 to 30, 2025,
with the exhibition and conference events hosted
at the Egypt International Exhibition Center.
At the press conference, Eng.
Tarek Shabaka, representing
the FDC Summit organizing |
committee, signed a
collaboration agreement |
Synergies for International and
Strategic  Studies, represented
by Eng. Khaled El-Sayed. The
agreement aims to define the
summit’s future development
strategy and chart a roadmap for
its regional, African, and global
expansion.

Eng. Tarek Shabaka, Chairman of the FDC
Summit Organizing Committee, stated: “We
are keenly aware of the importance of the
specialized exhibitions and conferences industry
in Egypt and its constructive role in developing
the information and communications technology
sector. This reflects our commitment to fostering
and advancing a regional platform for the digital
industry through the necessary integration with all
stakeholders to drive industrial development and
solidify Egypt’s regional position on the global
exhibitions and conferences map. Notably, the
FDC Summit serves as one of the most prominent
events contributing to projecting a positive image

market and highlights the competitive advantages
of local expertise and efforts in the digital
revolution.”

Added: “The 7th edition of the FDC Summit will
witness remarkable participation from a number
of distinguished local and international strategic
partners. This will be evident in the upcoming
edition, through numerous international
contributions and the presence of many leaders
from the telecommunications and information
technology industries, decision-
makers, companies, innovators,
investors, and entrepreneurs.”
From her side, Dr. Abeer
Shakweer, Assistant resident
representative  for inclusive
growth and innovation of
(UNDP), announced  the
outcomes of  participation
in the previous edition of
the FDC Summit. These
outcomes included the
launch of the Misinformation
and Disinformation Project, which linked
the recommendations of the high-level
panel discussion to the implementation of a
training program targeting specific groups,
including youth and media professionals. The
program involved the preparation of training
materials in both Arabic and English, as well
as the qualification of 25 trainers, 100 young
participants, and 50 media professionals to
contribute to the program’s implementation and
promote the necessary awareness. She also noted
that the upcoming edition will witness further
collaboration in this regard, the development of
the program, and an increase in the number of

identifying sustainable travel options. Meanwhile, 64% of travel
managers worldwide express a desire to see Al automate at least
part of their responsibilities.

As Al continues to impact, streamline, and enhance business travel
in 2025, predicts five key trends in travel and expense (T&E)
management:

1. Greater Investment in Digital Systems and Security

While Al streamlines T&E processes, it also increases exposure
to cyber threats, heightening the risk of sensitive business and
customer data breaches. With the average cost of data breaches
climbing each year, safeguarding personal and financial information
has become a top priority.

Striking a balance between innovation and security will define
2025. Organisations will invest in advanced tech solutions
alongside strengthened security protocols,
enhance processes while minimising risks. This dual approach is
essential to maintaining trust and thriving in an increasingly digital

world.

2. Heightened Budget Pressures and Compliance Demands

With inflation slowing, businesses are cautiously exploring ways
to maximise travel investments. In 2025, financial controllers
will face growing pressure to optimise T&E budgets without
jeopardising the organisation’s financial stability.

Compliance and visibility will take centre stage. More businesses
will adopt unified platforms to manage T&E, ensuring consistent
application of policies as travel activity increases. These systems
will protect against costly mistakes, fraud, and policy violations,
delivering greater value for every travel spend.

3. Expense Reports Evolve into Exception Reports

Al is revolutionising expense management, making processes
faster and more accurate. Business travel managers can cut research
and cost-estimation time by up to 83% and automatically itemise
expenses after trips, ensuring compliance while reducing approval
and reimbursement delays.

In 2025, Al will further refine this process by replacing traditional
expense reports with exception reports. These reports flag only
deviations from T&E policies, enabling travel managers to conduct
precise audits, detect fraud, and eliminate errors with ease.

4. A Collaborative Approach to AI Adoption

AT’s role in corporate travel is shifting from novelty to necessity.
In 2025, its integration will focus on enhancing efficiency and
personalisation while preserving the human touch.

Capabilities such as pre-trip cost predictions and policy-aware
itinerary recommendations
organisations optimise expenses and compliance. Business
travellers and managers will explore AI’s broader potential
to streamline workflows,
disruptions with agility.
This thoughtful adoption underscores Al’s position as a strategic
ally rather than a replacement for human oversight.

5. Growing Demand for Superior User Experiences

As business travel rebounds, expectations for seamless traveller
experiences are rising. Advanced technology is driving demand
for real-time updates on disruptions, cancellations, and safety

concerns.

Al-powered T&E systems are stepping up to meet these needs,
offering improved duty-of-care solutions and enabling organisations
to support employees in unpredictable travel scenarios.

“After years of buzz around Al, 2025 marks a shift towards practical
implementation. Companies must find the right balance between
innovation, security, and cost efficiency to stay competitive in the
evolving T&E landscape. Perfecting this equilibrium will be the
ornerstone of success in the year ahead,” Carvalho concludes.

] Five Travel and Expense
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This international infrastructure commercial — greater economic and social benefits. that attracts global investments to the Egyptian ~ beneficiaries.
Gal The First Step T ds True AI C '
alaxy... The First Step Towards True ompanion
By : Wael Elgafary personalization prioritizes both  Electronics is giving biometric data. And as an languages. various apps. Throughout their

In the era of mobile Al, the
freedom to focus on what
matters most to users isn’t a
dream, it’s reality — and it’s
coming soon to Galaxy devices.
A few weeks ago, Samsung
Electronics launched the One
UI 7 beta program. It marked
the start of a new era with the
first Al-integrated operating
system, a true Al platform
that vastly improves mobile
experiences for users through
unprecedented personalization.

privacy and the protection of

personal  information.
Samsung Electronics
understands that users have

diverse needs based on their
lifestyles.  Accordingly, the
company focuses on launching
Al-powered mobile devices
tailored to these individual
preferences, ensuring there is
no compromise on privacy or
the risk of misuse of personal
data.

In anticipation of the next

Galaxy wusers greater peace

of mind alongside greater
personalization. That’s why
the company has created

the Personal Data Engine, a
powerful privacy advancement
that ensures on-device, cross-
app personal data protection.
Personalized data is stored
in a secure space, carefully
safeguarded by an encryption
key that’s managed by Knox
Vault. That’s the same trusted
platform used to secure the

Galaxy’s approach to Al

standard-setting ~ Galaxy S
series smartphones,

Samsung

most sensitive information on
smartphones,

such as users’

added layer of protection, post-
quantum cryptography (PQC)
future-proofs  the  security
of users’ data against rising
quantum computing threats.
One defining element of One
UI 7 is Now Bar, which gives
personalization a new meaning
by seamlessly integrating
users’ everyday actions and
most-used apps into their lock
screen. It’s where users control
their entertainment, time their
next personal best workout, get

Users traveling long distances,
such as from Seoul, Korea, to
San Jose, California, can rely
on their Galaxy devices for
seamless support throughout
their journey. While packing,
the device prompts the creation
of a quick-access apps folder
for convenience, reminds
users of their flight time, and
even provides a curated travel
playlist tailored to enhance the
mood during the long flight.
With a single swipe, users can

trips, they will be able to capture
the magic of each moment, and
as each day winds down, they
can relive the highlights.

Morning and night, Galaxy Al
will keep users both informed
and inspired with actionable tips
and recommendations uniquely
tailored to their life. Game-
changing personalization with
privacy users can always trust.

directions to their next meeting
or start communicating in other

access the weather forecast
— no need to search or check

HUAWEI WATCH D2 Introduces Advanced Heart Rate
Monitoring for Enhanced Health Insights

By : Sarah Noureldeen
HUAWEI has announced today
the availability of the HUAWEI
WATCH D2, HUAWETI’s first wrist-
based ambulatory blood pressure
monitoring (ABPM) smartwatch .
This sleek and compact smartwatch
allows wusers to conveniently
monitor their blood pressure
wherever they are with just a
touch. During the day, users can set
smart reminders for blood pressure
measurements,  enabling  them
to measure their blood pressure
effortlessly by simply raising their
wrist. The watch automatically
measures blood pressure during
sleep with minimal disturbance —
ensuring an uninterrupted night’s
rest. The HUAWEI WATCH D2
is compatible with both iOS and
Android.

The HUAWEI WATCH D2 is now
available for purchase through
HUAWED’s online store and
select retailers. To enhance your
experience, HUAWEI offers the
HUAWEI Care Service, which
allows you to extend the original
warranty for an additional 6, 12, or
24 months. This service not only
provides peace of mind by covering
repairs at no extra cost for a longer

period but also ensures that your
device remains protected against
unexpected issues.

HUAWEI WATCH D2 brings 24-
hour blood pressure monitoring to
users’ wrists. It uses an inflatable
airbag to measure blood pressure at
set intervals, with reminders during
the day and automatic readings at
night. The watch supports various
measurement scenarios, including
standing, sitting, or reclining during
the day, and performs automatic
measurements during sleep.
ABPM is recognised as the gold
standard for diagnosing and managing
hypertension. It’s recommended by
major health guidelines, including
the ISH 2020 Global Hypertension
Practice Guidelines, the 2017 ACC/
AHA Blood Pressure Guidelines,
and the 2018 ESC/ESH Guidelines
for the management of Arterial
Hypertension.

The HUAWEIWATCH D2isdesigned
for comfort and convenience. It is
compact and lightweight, making it
ideal for continuous wear to monitor
blood pressure throughout the day.
Boasting a 1.82-inch large screen
with a new colourful user interface
and a 2.5D floating design. It’s also
much smaller than traditional upper-

arm monitors, with an ultra-narrow
26.5mm airbag.

Available in Black and Gold, the
watch features a sweat-resistant, skin-
friendly fluoroelastomer strap with
TPU soft rubber, ensuring all-day
comfort.

The HUAWEI WATCH D2 offers

comprehensive  health  tracking,
including beat-by-beat ECG
analysis, SpO2 monitoring, pulse

wave arrhythmia analysis, heart rate,
stress levels, and skin temperature
monitoring. With a single tap, users
can measure nine body indicators and
generate a Health Glance report that
highlights potential health risks. This
includes measurements for heart rate,
blood pressure, blood oxygen, stress,
body temperature, ECG, vascular
elasticity, pulse wave arrhythmia,
and sleep breathing awareness.
Additionally, the HUAWEI WATCH
D2 is the first Huawei smartwatch to
feature blood pressure analysis in the
Health Glance function.

It also brings features such as over
80 exercise modes, with daily task
tracking around exercise, diet, sleep,
weight, and stress, to help users
develop habits that form a healthy
lifestyle to support blood pressure
management.

A New Era in Digital Content Creation; Egypt’s Top Industry Leaders Launch the “Content Player Awards”

By : Amir Taha

A groundbreaking initiative is set to revolutionize
the digital content landscape as the Content
Player Awards (CPA) launches in April 2025.
This trailblazing event aims to celebrate and
advance the digital content industry, ushering in
a new era for creators, brands, and media leaders
across Egypt and the Middle East.

The CPA is a collaboration between three
powerhouse organizations, each bringing distinct
expertise:

Tayarah: Egypt’s pioneering content hub,

renowned for fostering creativity and innovation
among content creators in the region.
Ievents: The masterminds behind iconic events
such as the Gouna Film Festival (GFF) and the
Egypt Entrepreneurship Awards (EEA), ensuring
that the CPA is immersive and impactful.
DigiSay Group: The region’s leading digital
media group, leveraging global expertise and
platform access to amplify the CPA’s reach.
The CPA kicks off with “The Playground”, a
two-day interactive event featuring workshops,
panel discussions, and networking opportunities.

This dynamic forum will showcase cutting-
edge tools in digital content creation while
fostering collaboration and innovation among
participants.

The celebration will culminate in the Content
Player Awards Ceremony, where the region’s
top content creators, brands, and influencers
will be honored for their contributions to
digital storytelling. Industry leaders, media
professionals, and celebrities will gather to
recognize the power of content in shaping the
future.

Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence
launches Master in Applied Artificial Intelligence degree

By : Rasha Hussein

Mohamed bin Zayed University of
Artificial Intelligence (MBZUAI)
has launched a Master in Applied
Artificial Intelligence (MAAI)
degree to train the next generation
of innovators and leaders in the
application of artificial intelligence
(Al) — equipping them with the
tools to solve organisational and
societal problems.

The MAAI is designed for
working professionals and is
expected to appeal to government
and large organisations that
require  highly  skilled, in-

with

critical

house AI practitioners to drive
transformation. The course will
be taught by MBZUAI’s faculty
and international guest speakers,
the aim of developing
participants’
technology adaptation in industry,
research, and development, and in
government
The programme offers a balanced
mix of fundamental Al knowledge,
practical projects,
experience,
access to MBZUAI’s cutting-edge
research community and facilities,
as well as a lifetime alumni network.

opportunities ~ with
skills in advanced
and assess

functions.
of MBZUALI, said:

and industry

and gives students

Students on the MAAI course
can study full time or part time
and will benefit from networking

professionals and an AI industry
placement where they will apply
Al concepts
theories in practical settings.

Professor Eric Xing, President
“The Master
in Applied Artificial Intelligence
aims to equip students with the
essential knowledge and skills
they need to advance Al in industry
and government, while supporting
the UAE’s Al strategy and vision

for innovation, economic growth
and diversification.

“The programme recognises the
growing need for experts who
understand the broad potential of
Al in its various forms and how
to apply it in specific scenarios to
deliver solutions that are accurate,
effective, safe and ethical.
The MAAI further expands
MBZUAI’s scope and ability to
develop the next generation of Al
practitioners capable of delivering
Al solutions with the potential
to improve society and people’s
lives.”

industry

and
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President of Damanhour University: Students of the Faculty of Computers are the spearhead for building a diverse digital economy and achieving sustainable development

By: Bakinam Khaled

Dr. Elhamy Trabis - President of Damanhour
University - stressed that based on the directives
of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, President of the
Republic, on the necessity of enhancing the skills of
students and graduates of computer colleges with the
latest digital skills in the field of artificial intelligence
to keep pace with the requirements of the labor
market, the Faculty of Computers and Information
at the university is the spearhead for qualifying and
training its students on these modern technologies, in
addition to providing practical training opportunities
in cooperation with the college’s partners from
government agencies and global and local
technology companies, considering that these human
cadres are a strategic nucleus for building a strong
and diverse technological economy for the Egyptian
state, to compete in the global market and towards
building the new republic, noting that the whole
world is now moving towards artificial intelligence
and digitization.

This came during the hosting by the Faculty of
Computers and Information Nubaria at Damanhour

University of the activities of the third station of
the train for the nineteenth version of the initiative
“Creativity.. Your Path to Success 2024” CWS
2024”, which is organized annually by the “ Alam
Rakamy “ newspaper in Egyptian universities,
under the auspices of the “ITIDA” Authority,
affiliated with the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, and the “Creativa” Digital
Egypt Creativity Centers, in conjunction with the
first technology forum, organized by the Faculty
of Computers and Information Nubaria, where
the symposium was held under the auspices of Dr.
Elhamy Trabis - President of Damanhour University,
and the journalist Mr. Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief
of the “ Alam Rakamy “ newspaper, who moderated
the symposium, with the participation of Dr. Maged
Shala, Vice President of the University for Education
and Student Affairs, Dr. Mona El-Sayed, Acting Vice
President of the University for Community Service
and Environmental Development Affairs, Dr. Manal
Mustafa - Acting Vice President of the University
for Graduate Studies and Research, Eng. Hossam
Eid - Secretary General of Damanhour University,

Dean of Damanhour Computers :

and the supervision of Dr. Amr Abu Hani, Acting
Dean of the Faculty of Computers and Information
at Nubaria University, Damanhour “Chairman of the
Forum”, Dr. Saber Shehata, Vice Dean of the Faculty
“Forum Rapporteur”, in the presence of Faten El-
Kholi, Executive Director of the “Creativity is
Your Path to Success” Initiative, Mohamed Ashour,

Representative of the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center “TIEC”, and Engineer
Ahmed Salem, Representative of the Information
Technology Institute “iTi”, and a group of faculty
members and assistants, and a distinguished elite of
companies and institutions specialized in the field of
technology, including representatives of GATEIN
Technology, Origin, ZeroSploit, AHBS, in addition
to a group of academic experts and companies active
in the labor market, and those interested in the field
of technology.

The President of Damanhour University expressed
his great happiness with the organization of the first
technology forum by the Faculty of Computers and
Information, stressing that the organization of the
first technology forum by Damanhour University,
thanking the journalist Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-
Chief of “ Alam Rakamy *, for the newspaper’s
initiative “Creativity.. Your Path to Success”,
which constitutes a bridge of communication
between universities as laboratories for unloading
technological human cadres, and represents the
supply side in the labor market, and between global

and local information technology companies, as they
represent the demand side in the labor market, calling
on students to maximize the benefit from training
opportunities and develop digital skills provided by
the initiative in a way that helps build a distinguished
“brand name” for students and graduates of
the Faculties of Computers and Information at
Damanhour University.

Dr. Elhami Trabis, President of Damanhour
University, pointed out that the goal is not to increase
the number of college graduates, but rather the
quality of the graduate and his fulfillment of global
efficiency standards, adding that the forum comes
within the framework of the university’s targeting
of integrating university graduates into the labor
market and developing students’ competitive abilities
and preparing them for practical life, stressing the
university’s constant keenness to develop the skills of
young people in order to keep pace with scientific and
technological development in The local and global
labor market that relies on artificial intelligence and
computer science, within the framework of the state’s
orientations to build the new republic.

Vice President of the University :
We aim to enhance the professional skills of our students in line

Dr. Amr Abu Hani explained that the

sustainability of facilities. Innovative

Our goal is to build bridges of cooperation with technology companies to develop the digital skills of our students

By: Rasha Hussein

Dr. Amr Abu Hani, Acting Dean of the
Faculty of Computers and Information
at Nubaria University, Damanhour,
“Chairman of the Forum”, confirmed that
the conference aims to achieve a set of
main objectives, most notably, enhancing
the necessary skills for our students and
graduates to meet the renewed needs of
the local and global labor market in the
fields of computer science and artificial
intelligence, laying the foundations for
building companies for these young
people, enhancing communication
between the college and the cooperating
companies to train graduates and enhance
their skills, and providing assistance to
college graduates by providing a set of
qualification and training opportunities
and facilitating their communication and
meeting with specialized companies and
employers and exchanging experiences
and expertise.

He added that the activities of the first
technology forum were launched to
discuss several topics related to artificial
intelligence and technology through
several sessions and seminars during
the forum, including: a digital world
seminar, entitled “Creativity is your
path to success”, generative artificial

intelligence, the future of artificial
intelligence, opportunities and challenges
for innovators in the era of artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, a journey
in artificial intelligence, the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology (ITI) grant for university
students and graduates.

The session concluded with a
competition between students to
support the spirit of competition
among them by providing free training
opportunities for the distinguished
among them, and the session received
great interaction from the students.

second session of the forum witnessed
areview of the ITI grants for university
students and graduates provided by
the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, which help
students face the labor market in various
fields of information technology, by
developing the skills and knowledge
necessary for the challenges of the
labor market.

The session addressed the scientific
specializations offered by the ITI grant,
the conditions for registering students
and graduates with the grants provided
by ITI, how to prepare to obtain a grant
after graduation, and how to choose the
appropriate field of study at ITIL

The experiences of a group of young
people who received the scholarship
were presented and they transferred their
experiences to the students, explaining
the role of the scholarship in helping
them change their lives and build their
career future.

Eng. Mustafa Hassan, General Manager
of Origin, discussed during the seminar
the growing role of artificial intelligence
within modern buildings, and how to
employ itto achieve efficiency in resource
management, improve the performance
of smart systems, and enhance the

solutions were presented to clarify
the impact of artificial intelligence on
construction and operation technologies,
starting from energy management to
enhancing the user experience within
buildings.

The seminar also touched on the most
important practical applications in this
field, and the future challenges and
opportunities to develop a smarter and
more effective infrastructure.
During a session titled “Generative Al:
The Next Revolution in Creativity and
Technology,” Eng. Mohamed Lotfy,
an expert in generative Al, pointed out
the nature of generative Al (GenAl),
which enables machines to create
creative content such as images, texts,
music, and even software. Lotfy also
reviewed the most important current
and future applications of Al, the
differences between traditional Al and
generative intelligence, explaining the
mechanism of generative Al, the most
important tools and technologies of
GenAl such as ChatGPT and DALL
E, the steps to enter the field of Al and
the most important sources of learning,
the required market skills, and the
role of generative intelligence in the
technological revolution.

with the requirements of the local and global labor market
M

By: Ibrahim Ahmed
Dr. Mona El-Sayed, Acting
Vice President of the University

for Community Service and
Environmental Development
Affairs, confirmed that the

university is rich in professional
cadres and leaders that graduates
and students can exploit to
market themselves and enhance
their professional skills in the
digital and technological labor
market, including the Professional
Development Center and the
Entrepreneurship Center, especially
since artificial intelligence has
become a fundamental component
in all fields, not only professional,
but has extended to include
scientific research, appreciating the
efforts of the Faculty of Computers
and Information family in
advancing the educational process.
Damanhour  University — added
that it encourages such important
events that seek to shed light
on the initiatives launched by
many ministries, especially the
Ministry of Communications and

== ;
Information Technology and the
Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, to support and
qualify students and entrepreneurs,
in addition to introducing students
to the most important sources
of funding available to support
students’ graduation ideas and
projects to transform from mere
ideas into tangible projects on
the ground that are capable
of competing and providing
innovative technological solutions

to many of the challenges facing
society.

She added that the university works
to graduate technological and
technical cadres and provide them
to the labor market, encourage
innovation and creativity in
various research and practical
fields, work to find solutions
to community issues and the
surrounding environment, and link
practical and research colleges
to the surrounding environment
to implement projects that serve
bodies and help development in
various research fields, and link
them to the fields of environment,
energy, software and artificial
intelligence.

On the sidelines of the forum, the
President of Damanhour University
inspected the exhibition held
under the sponsorship of Origin
and GATEIN Technology. The
President of the University also
honored the students who won the
problem solving competitions for
the second level, and programming
for first-level students.

Editor-in-Chief of *“ Alam Rakamy : . L . L
Human resources are the most important advantages of localizing the technology industry and attracting mvestments

By: Ghada Helmy

Journalist Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of “ Alam
Rakamy “ newspaper, confirmed that trained young
cadres are one of the most prominent competitive
advantages that Egypt enjoys in the field of information
technology, communications and electronics industry,
and one of the most important elements that attract
global companies to establish centers in Egypt to export
services in all fields of artificial intelligence, cloud
computing, information security, integrated software or
electronic design and other high-value specializations, as
our initiatives “Creativity.. Your Path to Success” seek to
educate, support and qualify students, spread the culture
of entrepreneurship, develop the educational process
and the necessity of qualifying students to increase their
competitive ability to obtain suitable job opportunities
through the concept of freelance work.

The IT localization industry requires huge investments
and scientific and skill capabilities, pointing out the
keenness of the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA), affiliated with
the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, to qualify young people for the labor
market in this industry within the framework of the
initiative to launch a number of initiatives, including
“ITAC”, which includes 6 axes, one of which is to grant
30 thousand pounds to help students in the faculties of
engineering, computers and information in developing
and implementing their graduation projects, in addition
to its support for summer training programs for students
in cooperation with the National Telecommunications
Institute (NTI) and also a number of global technology
companies such as Cisco and Huawei.

He added that the entities affiliated with the Ministry
of Communications launched the “Tech Job” initiative
in cooperation with Nasser Social Bank and the “Tech
Skill” initiative as the first electronic platform to provide
training videos in Arabic on the latest technological
specializations, including artificial  intelligence
and cybersecurity. Students are granted certificates
accredited by the Information Technology Institute “iTi”

in addition to launching the “Egypt Makes Electronics”
initiative through the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center “TIEC” by refining students
with an array of technical skills and personal qualities
to enhance their competitive capabilities in regional
and international labor markets, adding that there is
interest in focusing on preparing specialized skills in
integrated software in the field of self-driving cars, as
this specialization is witnessing increasing interest and
demand in the global labor market.

He pointed to the interest of all state agencies, starting
with the President of the Republic, through a number of
ministries, headed by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, the Ministry of
Investment, as well as the Ministry of Industry, in
addition to the Ministry of Planning, by launching a
variety of initiatives and projects that aim to provide
full support to innovators in the field of information and
communications technology.

Creativity depends on two main wings, the first of which
is the availability of new innovative ideas capable of
providing creative solutions to our societal problems,
and the second wing is providing easy financing to
bring these ideas to light, instead of remaining locked
in drawers, to become tangible products, explaining that
there are many governmental and non-governmental
entities “which exceed about 20 entities, currently
have programs to finance and support creative ideas
for university students, including the Information
Technology Industry Development Agency “www.itida.
gov.eg”, at the Ministry of Communications, through
initiatives to establish 23 Egypt Centers for Digital
Creativity with investments exceeding 8.5 billion
pounds, as the initiative aims to support and qualify
emerging companies and owners of ideas in the field
of information technology within an integrated plan to
establish a center in every university in all governorates,
bringing the total number of centers to 28 centers.
Journalist Khaled Hassan called on students to learn
about and benefit from the “ITAC” initiative, which is

organized annually by the “ITIDA” Authority, affiliated
with the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, to obtain funding worth 30 thousand pounds
for graduation projects for students of the faculties of
computers, information, engineering and sciences, as
the door is opened for applications at the end of January
until the end of February of each year.

It also helps you transform your idea into a commercial
project, starting with funding for the graduation project
for students during university, followed by income to
the financing stage before establishing the company
and funding through technology incubators with a value
starting at about 360 thousand pounds. In addition, the
Authority has a program to develop technology products
and it is possible to reach 5 million pounds if there is
a research project in cooperation with the university
through one of the axes of the “ITAC” initiative as well.
The Technology Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center
(TIEC) of ITIDA www.tiec.gov.eg organizes periodic

competitions to discover innovators and entrepreneurs,
support the development of prototypes, provide funding,
incubate start-ups, provide mentorship, provide co-
working spaces, entrepreneurship incentives, awareness
and communication through a program to support
creativity, incubators, training and entrepreneurship.
The editor-in-chief of “Alam Rakamy” explained that
there is also the Academy of Scientific Research “www.
asrt.sci.eg” through the programs of the Office for
Supporting Innovation and Technology Transfer and
Marketing “TICO” and a group of programs for the
Creativity and Innovation Development Agency and the
“Cairo Innovates” competition.

There is also the Science and Technology Development
Fund affiliated with the Supreme Council for Science
and Technology “www]1.stdf.org.eg” through financing
a number of research projects, as well as the role of
investment funds in newly established, small and
medium technology companies, in addition to the
role of civil society organizations and participation
in competitions organized by information technology
companies and some local and international institutions
and bodies to gain experience in interaction and
exchange of information necessary to manage and make
our ideas successful and transform them into projects,
which is known as entrepreneurship, and learning how
to present our ideas in a good way...not to mention
benefiting from the value of financial prizes to translate
our ideas into tangible products. One of the appropriate
sources of funding is crowdfunding platforms, in
addition to venture capital funds, to support innovative
ideas that can provide new services to the end user.
They were established about 15 years ago, and through
them thousands of ideas have succeeded in raising
hundreds of millions of dollars to be able to transform
into tangible products. He explained that there are many
crowdfunding platforms, the most famous of which
are globally “KickStarter, Indiegogo, and in Arabic
the Zomal website” http://ar.zoomaal.com/ “as these
platforms aim to support entrepreneurs in obtaining the
necessary funding to transform their ideas into products.

The editor-in-chief of “ Alam Rakamy * also called
on students to benefit from the annual periodic
competitions organized by civil society organizations,
as well as to participate in competitions organized
by global information technology companies and
some local and international institutions and bodies
to gain the experience of interaction and exchange of
information necessary to manage and succeed our ideas
and transform them into projects, which is known as
entrepreneurship, and to learn how to present our ideas
in a good way... not to mention benefiting from the value
of the financial prizes to translate Our ideas into tangible
products.

Khaled Hassan, editor-in-chief of the “ Alam Rakamy
”” newspaper, confirmed that the “Venture Capital” fund
and seed funding funds represent one of the sources of
funding for emerging technology companies, as there
are about 20 “VC” funds operating in Egypt, and there
are about 80 funds in the Middle East and Africa region
and about 250 funds worldwide, as the funding provided
by these funds ranges from hundreds of thousands
to hundreds of millions of dollars for each company
according to the company’s evaluation and the extent of
its funding needs.

He added that a number of emerging technology
companies have succeeded in obtaining funding
from these funds, including the “Trella” platform,
which specializes in providing transportation services
using transport vehicles, and “Maksab”, the Egyptian
emerging company specialized in e-commerce,
“Maksab”, obtained $40 million, and recently “Hala”
obtained $250 million, bringing the total funding it
received to about $450 million.

Journalist Khaled Hassan pointed out that one of the
most important financing mechanisms available to
innovators is angel investors, whether in the form of
individuals or companies, who actively invest in the field
of local startups specialized in the field of technology
by providing non-refundable financing in exchange for
obtaining a fixed return from the startups that are funded
or obtaining the products or services they provide.

Creativa Representative: Launching a program and initiatives starting with developing technological skills and reaching financing startups

By: Basel Khaled

Mohamed Ashour, representative of the Egypt
Digital Creativity Center “Creativa”, affiliated with
the Information Technology Industry Development
Agency “ITIDA” at the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, confirmed that the
center, which was established in 2010 and is affiliated
with the agency, provides a set of training programs
and financing initiatives to spread the culture of
entrepreneurship and startups through 5 stages, the first
of which is developing “digital skills”, followed by the
stage “Support your idea”, then the third stage “Start
your company”, while the fourth stage is “Develop
your company”, and the fifth stage is “Participate in the
creativity community”’.

He added that the first stage “Skills Development”
includes two programs, the first is the program for
building the capacities of students and graduates
in the field of creativity and entrepreneurship, Info
Egypt “InnovEgypt”, which is a unique program

for building capacities in the field of creativity and
entrepreneurship. The program is considered a training
opportunity for university students and graduates in the
fields of information and communications technology.
The program targets young people who wish to become
entrepreneurs in the future, either by establishing start-
ups or by acquiring entrepreneurship skills, according to
the requirements of local and international companies.
The program includes 3 main units: “Innovation
and Technology Management”, “Idea Design” and
“Entrepreneurship”. The second program is the
“Technology Innovation Center Ambassador” program,
as the Technology Innovation Center Ambassador
program aims to promote the culture of innovation
and entrepreneurship and spread it among university
students and graduates. The second phase, “Support
Ideas”, includes 3 programs, the first of which is the
“Pre-Incubation” program, which aims to support start-
ups in their early stages and help them achieve growth
through education and guidance.

The program provides an intensive and rapid education

process to contribute to accelerating the life cycle of
innovative companies, as it provides the equivalent
of years of learning by practice in just a few months.
The program is organized entirely online, and targets
entrepreneurs with innovative ideas and technological
proficiency in all governorates of the Republic. The
second program is the “She is a Pioneer” program,
which is a program designed by the Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center with the aim

of supporting female entrepreneurs who are novices
in the information and communications technology
sector, who own technological products or who They
use information technology in the process of marketing
their products.

Through the program, female entrepreneurs in all
governorates of Egypt are trained on the methodologies
and concepts of startups and small projects, while the
third program is the “Metaverse Innovation Hackathon
at Egypt’s Digital Creativity Centers” which is a series
of interactive competitions that are implemented
through online events across the country with the
aim of promoting the use of various technologies that
contribute to building and developing the “Metaverse”
world, which supports the creation of many applications
and solutions directly, such as GameFi, SocialFi, NFT,
DAO, DAC, and GPT, or indirectly (any product or
service based on emerging technologies, with direct use
in enhancing the Metaverse experience).

The third phase, “Start Your Company,” includes three
parts: the first is “Startup Launchpad,” where ITIDA,

in cooperation with the American University in Cairo
Business Incubator, offers the “Startup Launchpad”
program with the aim of stimulating the technological
innovation environment in Egypt by building the
capacities of entrepreneurs and owners of emerging
projects in the fields of technology, and helping them
launch their projects.

The program extends over eight weeks and provides a
certificate accredited by the Authority and the Business
Incubator for successfully passing the program stages
and specializing in the field of entrepreneurship.

The second program is the “Start IT Incubators
Program,” where the center organizes the technology
incubators program with the aim of supporting young
entrepreneurs, owners of modern startups, or those who
wish to transform their ideas into successful companies.
The program consists of several stages and includes
providing financial support and in-kind services,
in addition to providing mentors and the necessary
programs and devices during the incubation period,
which lasts for one year.
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