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Value of Group brand portfolio exceeds US$14 billion: . .
e& named MEA’s most valuable portfolio of telecom brands, by Brand Finance

By : Bakinam Khaled — Amir Taha
e& (formerly known as Etisalat Group)
has consolidated its position as the most
valuable portfolio of telecom brands in the
Middle East and Africa (MEA), according
to the 2023 Brand Finance Global 500
Report released at the World Economic
Forum (WEF) in Davos.

Highlighting its transformation efforts
into a global technology and investment
conglomerate, e& has achieved remarkable
business  growth and  unwavering
stakeholder confidence in 2022, with its
portfolio of brands now exceeding a total
value of US$14 billion.

This reflects the success of the Group’s
business strategy over the past year, which
has introduced further improvements in
customer service, more people-focused
products and new digital services across its
specialist business verticals.

etisalat by e&, the Group’s largest
telecom brand, also retained its position
as the strongest telecom brands across all
categories in the MEA region, achieving a
score of 89.1 out of 100 and a AAA rating,

according to the report. It was also rated
one of the top three telecom brands in the
world, due to its market reach, operational
capabilities, and outstanding customer
service record.

Hatem Dowidar, GCEO of e&, said the
Group’s endorsement by the Brand Finance
was both humbling and a worthy reflection
of the UAE’s unstinting commitment to
unlock economic growth and potential
through its investment in state-of-the-art
infrastructure and digital transformation.
“Guided by our 46-year legacy of pushing
the boundaries of technology and service
excellence, we have emerged as an
inspiring global technology conglomerate;
this international recognition makes us
extremely proud,” he said.

“We will continue to earn the trust of our
customers and stakeholders by developing
and innovating cutting-edge products and
services that meet the needs of our 162
million subscribers in 16 countries across
the Middle East, Asia and Africa,” Dowidar
added.

Dowidar said that e& had made significant

e& Group makes it big in 2023 global rankings

Transitioning into a tech-driven telecom conglomerate
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the metaverse.

“As we help usher in the next wave
of digital tech transformation, we will
continue exploring new business models
in the digital space. Our strategic priority
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is to drive new partnerships and investment
opportunities that will accelerate the growth
of all our business verticals.”

“With sustainability at the heart
of everything we do, the e& ESG
framework has become an integral part
of the Group’s business model. We have
successfully created an ecosystem in
which we operate, communicate and
deliver our products and services to
stakeholders and customers, enabling us
to be a key player in the search for clean
and green solutions. The Group’s efforts
were recently crowned by the declaration
of e&’s net zero targets by 2030,
marking a further step in confirming our
commitment to reduce carbon emissions
across our business and to step up our
efforts for global climate action.”
Etisalat Group changed its brand identity
to e& in February 2022, as part of a wider
strategy to accelerate resilient long-
term growth. Successfully aligning all
its business verticals and subsidiaries,
e& raised its brand profile globally
through impactful communications and

international  partnerships with such
admired brands as Etihad Airways,
the Abu Dhabi Formula 1 Grand Prix,
Manchester City Football Club, and
African football giants Al Ahly SC.
Commenting on e&’s ranking in this
year’s report, David Haigh, CEO and
Chairman of Brand Finance, said: “As
the telecommunication industry faces
commoditization, e& has taken bold steps
to reposition its brand identity to unlock
new opportunities. This transformation
has enhanced the competences of e&
to provide innovative digital-centric
services that add to its journey as a global
brand.”

Brand Finance is the world’s leading
independent branded business valuation
and strategy authority. Founded in 1996
and headquartered in London, it aims
to ‘bridge the gap between marketing
and finance.” Brand Finance evaluates
over 5,000 brands across all sectors and
geographies every year. The 500 most
valuable brands are included in the Brand
Finance Global 500 report.

Tabby raises $58M Series C
from Sequoia Capital India,
STV, and PayPal Ventures

H0.000 +3,000,000
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By : Wael Elhosany - Mohamed Elattar

Tabby, one of MENA'’s leading shopping and financial
services apps, has raised $58 million from Sequoia Capital
India, STV, PayPal Ventures, Mubadala Investment
Capital, Arbor Ventures, and Endeavor Catalyst in a Series
C round which values the company at $660 million. The
fundraiser will be used to expand Tabby’s product line
into next-gen consumer financial services and support the
company’s growing operations. This round makes Tabby
one of the most valuable startups in MENA and the first
in the GCC to receive funding from PayPal Ventures.
Hosam Arab, CEO and Co-Founder of Tabby, said:
“With rising interest rates and growing inflation, it has
never been more important for people to have access to
payment flexibility to stay in control of their finances.
Despite downward pressure on fintech valuations, our
business continues to sustainably scale as we lead the
generational shift towards fair and transparent financial
products in MENA.”

He added: “We’re excited to grow with an incredible
set of investors who believe in the opportunity to create
a healthier relationship with money for consumers in a
region that’s ripe for change.”

The company works with over 10,000 brands including
9 out of the 10 largest retail groups in MENA, and
more recently launched with noon, the region’s largest
ecommerce marketplace. Last year, Tabby crossed 3
million active shoppers, expanded its operations to Egypt
and grew 5x in revenue over the previous year.

GV Ravishankar, MD, Sequoia India, said: “We are
excited to see Tabby grow into a leading consumer focused
fintech company for the region. Over the next few years,
it has the opportunity to offer several innovative products
to its consumers to improve access while creating more
affordability. The team has done this with continued focus
on good credit quality and strong economics.”

Thsan Jawad, Partner at STV said: “We are pleased to be
doubling-down on our partnership with Hosam, Daniil
and the team on their growth journey across the region.
Backing tabby means tapping into MENA’s $95bn BNPL
market opportunity that is just getting started, and being
part of the future of financial services across the region.”

At WEF 2023:
AVEVA spotlights benefits of industrial digital

transformation for a low carbon world

By : Nahla Ahmed -
Bakianam Khaled

Peter Herweck, AVEVA CEO, will
participate in the World Economic
Forum 2023 (WEF 2023) in
Davos, Switzerland to promote
a sustainable industrial digital
transformation in support of a
lower carbon, socially just world.
“AVEVA’s software has played
an active role in accelerating
the sustainability transition for
industrial businesses for many
years. At Davos this year, |
look forward to meeting with
government, business and civic
leaders to discuss how global
partnerships — including between
the public and private sector — can
deliver systematic and sustainable
use of the world’s resources and
achieve a more equitable future
for us all,” said Peter Herweck.
At WEF 2023, where the theme

action failure as the number-one
long-term threat to lives and
livelihoods.

“Digital  transformation  has
repeatedly proved its role in
building resilience and agility for
large government organizations
and small start-ups alike. But
its capabilities go much
further.

“We are now in the
middle of what the
United Nations calls
a critical decade of
action. To achieve a
more equitable, net-zero
world, we must align
our business strategy
to the low-carbon

is “Cooperation in a fragmented
world”, Herweck will alongside
strategic ~ partner  Schneider
Electric discuss the crucial role
of digital transformation for the
energy transition and shed light
on how the industrial metaverse
will  drive  sustainable
innovation at scale. He
will also take part in
meetings  organized
by the WEF’s First
Movers Coalition and
the Alliance of CEO
Climate Leaders as
AVEVA is a member of
both initiatives.
According to the WEF’s
Global Risks

Report in 2022, transition  and
government accelerate
and business climate
leaders rank action
climate through

core business
Herweck said.
“Fourth Industrial Revolution
technologies such as artificial
intelligence,  data  sharing
and the industrial metaverse
are essential to accelerating
the development of climate-
positive industries of the future.
AVEVA’s solutions, sited at
the nexus of the digital and
sustainability revolutions, are
perfectly poised to deliver the
low-emission value chains that
are essential to capitalizing on
the green growth opportunities
ahead of us,” Herweck added.
The WEF will be held in Davos,
Switzerland from January 16 to
20, 2023. The annual meeting
brings together more than
2,000 leaders and experts from
around the world with a view to
improving the state of the world.

activities,”

Intel Launches 4th Gen Xeon Scalable
Processors, Max Series CPUs

By : Mohamed Elkholy — Basel Khaled
Intel today marked one of the most important
product launches in company history with the
unveiling of 4th Gen Intel® Xeon® Scalable
processors (code-named Sapphire Rapids),
the Intel® Xeon® CPU Max Series (code-
named Sapphire Rapids HBM) and the Intel®
Data Center GPU Max Series (code-named
Ponte Vecchio), delivering for its customers
a leap in data center performance,
security and new capabilities for Al, the cloud,
the network and edge, and the world’s most

powerful supercomputers.

Working alongside its customers and partners

with 4th Gen Xeon, Intel is

differentiated solutions and systems at scale
to tackle their biggest computing challenges.
Intel’s unique approach to providing purpose-
built, workload-first acceleration and highly
tuned for

optimized  software
workloads enables the company

the right performance at the right power for

efficiency,

delivering  optimal overall total cost of ownership.
More: 4th Gen Xeon Scalable Processors
(Press Kit) | Intel Introduces 4th Gen Xeon
Scalable, Max Series (Event Replay)
Additionally, as Intel’s most sustainable data
center processors, 4th Gen Xeon processors
deliver customers a range of features for

managing power and performance, making the

specific
to deliver

optimal use of CPU resources to help achieve
their sustainability goals.

“The launch of 4th Gen Xeon Scalable
processors and the Max Series product
family is a pivotal moment in fueling Intel’s
turnaround, reigniting our path to leadership
in the data center and growing our footprint
in new arenas,” said Sandra Rivera, Intel
executive
manager of the Data Center and Al Group.
“Intel’s 4th Gen Xeon and the Max Series
product family deliver what customers
truly want — leadership performance and
reliability within a secure environment for
their real-world requirements — driving
faster time to value and powering their pace
of innovation.”

Unlike any other data center processor on the
market and already in the hands of customers
today, the 4th Gen Xeon family greatly
expands on Intel’s purpose-built, workload-
first strategy and approach.

vice president and general

Intel announces the 13th
(en Intel® Core™ mobile
processor family,

By : Basel Khaled - Mohamed Elkholy

At CES, Intel announced its 13th Gen Intel® Core™
mobile processors that bring superior performance and
experiences to mobile platforms. Intel introduced 32 new
13th Gen Intel Core mobile processors with a rich suite of
features and capabilities for all laptop segments.

“The 13th Gen Intel Core mobile processor family
delivers unrivaled, scalable performance for leadership
platforms across all laptop segments,” said Michelle
Johnston Holthaus, executive vice president and general
manager of the Client Computing Group at Intel. “With
our industry-leading technologies and unmatched global
partner ecosystem, people can expect a high-caliber
mobile experience in new and unique form factors - so
they can game or create from anywhere.”

13th Gen Intel Core H-series Processors Deliver Industry-
LeadingPerformance

Intel continues to push the boundaries of performance
and expand computing possibilities for gamers and
creators with the launch of the 13th Gen Intel Core
H-series mobile processors, which includes the first 24-
core processor for a laptop. When combined with unique
features like support for both DDR4 and DDR5 memory,
best in class connectivity and PCle Gen 5, 13th Gen
HX processors deliver the world’s best mobile gaming
platform.2

The new processor family offers Up to 5.6 gigahertz
(GHz) turbo frequency —the highest clock speed available
for the laptop market — delivering up to 11% faster
single-thread performance3 and 49% faster multitask
performance over the previous generation.4

Up to 24 cores (8 Performance-cores, 16 Efficient-cores),
32 threads and enhanced Intel® Thread Director and Full
memory support of up to 128 gigabyte (GB) total for
DDRS5 (up to 5,600 megahertz) and DDR4 (up to 3,200
MHz) and Intel® Killer™ Wi-Fi 6E (Gig+) for up to
6x faster internet speeds with no legacy Wi-Fi channel
interference.5

The latest in Bluetooth connectivity with Intel® Bluetooth
LE Audio and Bluetooth 5.2 supporting up to 2x faster
speeds and multiple device connections with lower power
consumption.

With demand declining by 16.2% in 2022:

The Sovereign Fund of Egypt and

By : Rasha Hussein
- Sameh Saeed

The Sovereign Fund
of Egypt (TSFE) and
Etisalat ~ Egypt by
e& have partnered
together to launch the
new company Erada
Microfinance with
the goal of providing
access to a wide range
of financial services
to micro and small
enterprises. The
partnership is in line
with  Egypt’s Vision
2030 of supporting
financial inclusion and
creating — opportunities
for the youth through
providing  innovative
financial services
and digitally enabled
lending  products.
The founders and
shareholding  structure
of Erada in addition
to TSFE and Etisalat
Egypt by e&, includes
Mr. Amr Abouelazm,
an industry veteran in
the area of non-banking
financial services who
has also been appointed

as Vice Chairman &
Chief Executive Officer
of Erada.

In Egypt, the number of
beneficiaries who have
received microfinance
loans is on the rise, with
a 46% annual growth
rate according to the
end of September 2022,
reaching approximately
EGP 35.5  billion,
and 3.8 million
beneficiaries, of which
60%  were women
amounting to 2.3
million  beneficiaries,
and 64% were youth.
H.E. Dr. Hala H. ElSaid,
Egypt’s Minister of
Planning and Economic
Development and
Chairperson of
TSFE said that the
establishment of Erada
is in alignment with
the Government of

Egypt’s directives to
facilitate  small and
micro enterprises’

access to financing and
creating additional job
opportunities  for the
youth.

£
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ElSaid noted that fintech
enabled businesses
with strong financing
facilities support
Egypt’s national agenda
of digital transformation
and financial inclusion
across all vital economic
sectors to  achieve
Egypt’s Vision 2030
as well as the United
Nations Sustainable
Development  Goals;
namely SDG 5: Gender
Equality; and SDG
8: Decent Work and
Economic  Growth.

Mr. Ayman Soliman,
Chief Executive Officer
of TSFE, said that
the launch of Erada
is carried out through
TSFE Financial
Services and Fintech
Subfund in partnership
with  Etisalat Egypt
by e&, and Mr. Amr
Abo El Azm, in line
with TSFE’s strategy

Q
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Etisalat Egypt Together Launch ‘Erada’ Microfinance

Gartner; 63.3 million PC market size collapses ater the “Covid-19” bubble

process through  and consolidate

partnerships with  financial inclusion

strategic investors. mechanisms to support By: Pakinam Khaled — Nally

Eng. Hazem Metwally, the economic growth | Abdelhamid

Chief Executive in line with Egypt’s | Total shipments of personal
of maximizing value Officer of Etisalat Vision 2030, and that computers around the world
through private sector Egypt praised the isalsoinline withe&’s | reached 65.3 million units during
partnerships and partnership with TSFE;  agenda, which services | the fourth quarter of 2022,
partnering with industry ~ and the launching of exist in 16 countries recording a decline of 28.5%
veterans. He further Erada, noting that worldwide. compared to the same period in
added that having it will be managed Mr. Amr Aboelazm, | 2021, according to preliminary
Etisalat Egypt as a throughanindependent Cofounder, CEO, and | estimates issued by the research
partner enables Erada board of directors. He  Vice Chairman of Erada company, Gartner. This is the
to immediately launch added that Etisalat said that the company highest rate of quarterly decline
a full suite of innovative ~ Egypt’s  investments is collaborating with | i shipments since Gartner began
lending products that have reached over the full ecosystem and monitoring shipments of the PC

are catered to market

and customer needs. the span of 15 years, banks, corporates
Soliman noted that and that it strives and entrepreneurs; to
Egypt is well positioned ~ towards empowering provide a gateway to
for an immediate and MSMEs through  innovative products to | compared to 2021,
full launch of its digital —access to  finance support this vital sector
economy in line with and tech-enablement in Egypt allowing
TSFE’s Financial in  Egypt through access to finance,
Services and Fintech Erada as a result of creating jobs and
Subfund’s strategy ~ the partnership with  additional income. He
of creating value and TSFE and the experts added that the company
returns  across  all in the industry of has finalized the

sectors and specifically
the financial services

and fintech sectors, Eng Metwally also Authority (FRA) and
stimulating economic  stated that Etisalat obtained the license
growth and accelerating ~ Egypt aims to enhance  to operate in record
the transformation ~ the business sector timing.

EGP 70 billion over

non-banking financial
services.

beneficiaries including

requirements with the
Financial Regulatory

market in the mid-1990s. Annual
shipments recorded approximately
286.2 million units during 2022,
representing a decline of 16.2%
which is
the worst annual rate of decline
in shipments in the history of
Gartner’s statistics for PC markets.
Mikako Kitagawa, director of
analysts at Gartner, said: “The
impact of expectations of sluggish
markets, high inflation rates, and
higher interest rates is clearly
reflected in the levels of PC
demand. In addition to the fact
that most users have relatively new
computers purchased during the
pandemic, the lack of affordability

that outweighs any incentives to
buy has contributed to consumer
demand for a PC falling to its
lowest level in years.

She added that the corporate PC
market was also affected by the
economic slowdown. Demand
levels for the personal computer
at the corporate level began to
decline since the third quarter of
2022, but it has recently moved
from a slowdown to a significant
decline recently. As companies
extended the life cycle of personal
computers and postponed their
purchases, which means that
markets will not return to recording
growth rates before 2024.

At the same time, the high stock
of PC units has been piling up
since the first quarter of 2022 and
has become a hurdle for the PC
markets. Also, weak PC supplies
caused by high demand and supply
chain problems during 2021
quickly turned into oversupply
levels once demand began to
decline significantly.

The top three manufacturers
maintained their PC rankings
unchanged during the last quarter
of 2022, with Lenovo maintaining

its lead in PC shipments.
Lenovo maintained its market
share of about 24%, as the
company recorded the largest rate
of decline since Gartner began
monitoring the PC market. PC
shipments declined in all regions
except Japan, with 30% declines in
EMEA and Latin America.
HP and Dell also recorded record
decline rates. HP was hit hardest
in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa, with shipments declining at
an annual rate of 44%. As for Dell,
weak demand in the major business
sector affected its shipments in the
second quarter of 2022.
Kitagawa added: “Total PC
shipment levels in 2022 were
close to pre-COVID levels, with
2019 totals below 300 million
units. The PC industry has
seen extraordinary fluctuations
over the past eleven years. And
after it succeeded in recording
extraordinary ~ growth  rates
between 2020 and 2021 due to the
conditions of the pandemic, the
markets began to trend downward
significantly, and it is a trend that
is expected to continue until the
beginning of 2024.



Abdullah Obiekan in his interview with “Alam Rakamy *;
The best time for digital transformation is the time of crisis to provide
innovative solutions to develop the competitiveness of enterprises

No. 765 - 17™ Year SUN - 22 January 2023

epared for publication: Pakinam Khaled
- Wael Al-Husseini
Eng. Abdullah Obeisant, CEO and member of the
Board of Directors of the Obeisant Investment Group,
confirmed in his interview with “ Alam Rakamy “ that
the relationship between Egypt and Saudi Arabia is
historical and a sustainable partnership, especially in
light of the political directions of the Saudi leadership
to promote investment in Egypt. We have 30 years
in Egypt and we seek to enhance investment. You
saw us in the Egyptian market, where we work in the
production and development of about 30 products
and commodities in the field of consumer products,
food, medicine and glass, in addition to technological
solutions.
He added that understanding the investment
opportunities available in the Egyptian market in the
future must be based on realizing and understanding
the history and geography of Egypt in order to create
new opportunities commensurate with the nature and
needs of the Egyptian market, which has about 110
million consumers and is one of the most important,
largest and most developed markets in the region.
This came during the launch of the Obiekan
Investment Group headquarters of the Obiekan
Digital Solutions Company for the first time in the
Egyptian market, stressing that the group’s decision
to expand in the Egyptian market came with the
aim of achieving a real addition to the Egyptian
technological scene and providing digital services
and solutions for several service and industrial fields
and supporting the needs of the business sector
and companies in Egypt within the framework of
its strategy To map the digital transformation of
companies in the Arab region as the leading trading
partner in digital transformation in the business,
education, manufacturing and supply chain sectors.

4 tracks to qualify and train human cadres and develop their skills to
keep pace with the requirements of the Fourth Industrial Revolution

The best time for digital transformation is the
time of crisis, as it is not adding a financial cost to
institutions, but rather new investments to reduce
costs, as “technological transformation” may need
costs, but digitization can present better opportunities
and solve problems for institutions.

Dollar crisis
O e ?
- He pointed out that the fluctuations in the exchange
rate of the Egyptian pound and the current economic
challenges generate investment opportunities, but
for serious investors who seek to devise solutions to
contribute to solving these problems by presenting
unconventional ideas.
Obiekan explained, “We are witnessing the volume
of business and projects and the remarkable
development in brotherly Egypt and the efforts
made by His Excellency President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi. Therefore, the expansion in Egypt was of great
privacy to us and in line with what the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia is doing in terms of advancement
in various fields, especially the technological field
that it undertook The state made tremendous efforts
in that regard under the leadership of His Highness
King Salman and his Crown Prince, His Highness
Prince Muhammad bin Salman.”
O ?
- We plan that the Research Development Center in
Cairo, which currently includes 65 engineers and is
located in the Fifth Settlement in Cairo, will be one

of the largest development centers for the group in
the region, with doubling the number of employees
to develop innovative solutions to quality problems
and reduce the total cost at the same time. This is
the equation that forms the secret The success of the
technological solutions provided by the group, and
we seek to consolidate them in the Egyptian market.
Obiekan added that the launch of the company’s
business in Egypt comes as part of our commitment
to the Egyptian market and the consolidation
of our deep belief in the enormous potential
it enjoys in the field of digital solutions and
digital transformation. Egypt and Saudi Arabia
have common ties at all levels in various fields,
especially investment, within the framework of
bilateral relations. The close relationship between
the two countries, which prompted the group to
expand and start investing in Egypt through the
Obiekan Digital Solutions Company, which has
become a milestone in service technology and
industries, and because the country enjoys great
and promising investment opportunities in digital
transformation and in line with Egypt’s Vision
2030,
Rehabilitation of human competencies

We believe that the human element and technical
cadres constitute one of the most important wealth
of the group, so we have an integrated strategy
to continuously train and develop its capabilities

through 4 basic tracks, the first of which is the
partnership and entrepreneurs track with the Arab
Academy of Technology, and the second track
for training is the partnership with the “Industry
Modernization” Center in the Egyptian Ministry
of Industry. The third is represented in cooperation
with international companies such as “Siemens”
to qualify our human cadres on the latest
technologies, and finally the path of supporting the
human cadres present in the Cairo Development
Center to improve their capabilities to innovate
and develop new solutions.
Fourth Industrial Revolution

Ghalia explained that the countries of the Middle
East and Africa, unfortunately, were consumers in
light of the three industrial revolutions, “steam,
electricity and computing”. Therefore, the Obiekan
Group decided to be among the main players in
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, which relies on
digital transformation based on mixing a number
of technologies, including Artificial intelligence,
mobile communications, the Internet of things
and cloud computing, where industrial assets have
become possible to generate new products based
on the knowledge economy.

O ?

- We know the importance of the electronics industry
as it is the backbone of many industrial sectors,
but it falls within the framework of talking about
technological development. However, the interest
of the Obiekan Group at the present time is focused
on developing digital transformation solutions, and
we are convinced that the field of digitization is an
opportunity for countries such as Egypt to keep pace
with global developments And the catch-up with
development

ESG REMAINS A STRATEGIC LONG-TERM PRIORITY IN ENTERPRISE

TECH DESPITE RECENT ‘BLACK SWAN’ EVENTS, SAYS GLOBALDATA

Will AI make us
< 'more secure?

By : Nahla Makled — Ali Eldeeb

Despite recent ‘Black Swan’ events* such as the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war, the pandemic, and trade disputes, GlobalData
analysis finds that Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
remains a long-term strategic priority for tech service providers
to enterprises.

According to research conducted by the leading data and analytics
company, ‘Black Swan’ events have affected businesses’ short-
term priorities, alongside broader changes to global trade and the
ongoing digital transformation of enterprises.

Robert Pritchard, Senior Analyst at GlobalData, said: “ESG
progress during 2022 in enterprise tech was solid, with a tangible

LG unveils January promotions to provide
its Egyptian customers the best value

By : Ali Eldeeb — Mohamed
Elatter

-LG TVs have up to 36% discount in
addition to free 3 months’ subscription
to Shahid & Apple TV

By : Bakinam Khaled

LG Egypt reveals today its New
Year sale in January, 2023. Offering
Egyptian customers special discounts,
for Home Entertainment products and
Home Appliances in addition to Audio/
Video bundles and free three months’
subscription to Apple TV & Shahid.

move towards delivering results following previous hype. Most
leading service providers now actively track and report on their
ESG targets. Tech service providers remain committed to long-
term targets across ESG as part of their corporate ethos and
strategies, dating out as far as 2030, 2040 and beyond.”

ESG is now all about tech companies delivering results for
enterprise customers. Product and service innovations can deliver
operational efficiency, enhance productivity, and ultimately
improve customers’ bottom lines.

Pritchard adds: “It’s not just the enterprise customer that benefits.
Tech service providers can create new revenue streams with new
services that address the ESG market, both with new products
— sometimes co-created with customers — and in providing

By: Amir Taha - Nahla Ahmed
British price comparison site cable.
co.uk revealed the list of countries
with the lowest cost of mobile
internet in the world, by analyzing
5,292 mobile data packages across
233 countries.

Israel came first in terms of the
cheapest mobile internet packages
in the world, costing an average of

platforms to help report on areas such as sustainability and
energy usage along the supply chain to meet Scope 3** targets.”
Progress will continue due to the United Nations COP program,
but driven also by customer demand, regulation (in the EU in
particular), government interventions, and the influence of
stakeholders such as investors and talent.

Pritchard concluded: “The climate crisis is evident around the
world — and many challenges need addressing in the social and
governance fields. But it is not all gloom and doom: genuine
progress is being made to address the climate crisis, and tech
ESG solutions can deliver new revenue streams, and cement
longer-term customer relationships at a time when many legacy
products and services continue to commoditize.”

According to a British study:
Egypt is the eighth Arab country in the list of
countries with the lowest cost of mobile internet

b

Many of the cheapest countries
to use the Internet, according
to Consumer Communications
Analysts, have excellent fixed and
mobile broadband infrastructure
that allows service providers to offer
large amounts of data on the cheap.
In some countries, difficult economic
conditions dictate the price, which
must remain low in order for people
to be able to afford it.

LG’s January promotions will last until
January 15.

During January Promotions, LG’s TVs
will have up to 36%, in addition to a
3 months free Shahid subscription and
a 3 months free Apple TV subscription
for selected models. LG Washing
Machines will have up to 12% discount
during January Promotions, LG will
also provide its customers with free
installation for selected models.

“We are excited to announce January
promotions to make our products more
affordable and bring our customers
the greatest value” said Billy Kim,
Managing Director, LG Egypt. “LG’s
Egyptian customers are tech savvy and
it’s amazing to have this time of the year
to provide them with the latest released
technologies in a more affordable price
with our valuable promotions during
the month of January”

$0.04 per gigabyte of data. Italy
ranked second in the global ranking,
with a low cost of $0.12 per 1GB.
India is third, at $0.17 per 1GB.
France and China ranked fourth
and fifth, with $0.23 and $0.41 per
gigabyte, respectively.

In the Arab world, Egypt came in
eighth place at a price of $0.93 per
1GB, while Algeria ranked first for
the cheapest mobile data package

3
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(29th globally), at an average cost of
$0.48 per 1GB, followed by Libya at
$0.61 (39th globally). Then Jordan
with $0.63 (41st globally). Somalia
came in fourth place at $0.63 per
1GB of mobile data (42nd globally),
and Iraq came in fifth with a cost of
$0.68 (44th globally).

However, some of the more
expensive data packages are found
in remote island nations in Africa
and South America. For example, the
Falkland Islands ranks 232nd with
$38.45 per 1GB of internet, while
the same amount of mobile data in
Saint Helena, a British territory in
the South Atlantic, costs an average
of $41.06.

T0 CREATE AND DEVELOP A PLATFORM FOR THE EDUCATION SYSTEM:
“E-FINANCE” COOPERATES WITH “EDUCATION”TO MANAGE FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

By: Bakinam Khaled - Wael Al-Husseini

Ibrahim Sarhan, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
“e-Finance” Group for Financial and Digital Investments, and
Ahmed Daher, Deputy Minister of Education, in the presence of
Dr. Mohamed Maait, Minister of Finance and Dr. Reda Hegazy,
Minister of Education, signed a cooperation protocol between
the Ministry of Education and the e-Finance Investments
Group regarding Management and operation of an integrated
system for educational institutions, where an advanced financial
services platform was created and developed for the pre-
university education system to reduce administrative burdens
on parents and simplify procedures in order to achieve effective
management and delivery of services in the fastest time, within
the framework of the state’s strategy towards financial inclusion
and the development of government financial services provided
for citizens.

According to the cooperation protocol, the “e-finance” group
manages and operates an integrated system of non-bank financial
services in cooperation with several national institutions and
entities to serve pre-university education, including electronic
payment platforms for school expenses, tuition fee installment
services, and hosting and operating advanced educational

platforms to serve the student and the comprehensive education
system with accreditation. On the secure and encrypted
technological infrastructure of the e-finance company and the
availability of several electronic channels to accept school
proceeds and tuition and provide other services.

The “e-Finance” group also allows the process of integration with
the electronic payment and collection center of the Ministry of
Finance, which is managed by the e-Finance company by linking
with the financial network of the Egyptian government, and the
possibility of providing hosting services on the infrastructure

of the “E-Finance” company, and providing e-wallet services
to teachers and the public of dealers and employees. Various
educational institutions, electronic payment of school fees and
tuition fees installment services.

For his part, Dr. Reda Hegazy, Minister of Education and
Technical Education, said that the strategic vision for education
until 2030 includes making education and training available to all
with high quality without discrimination, within the framework
of an efficient, sustainable and flexible institutional system, and
that it be based on the teacher and learner who is able to think and
is technically competent. technically and technologically, and to
contribute to building an integrated personality and unlocking its
potential to the fullest extent for a citizen who is passionate about
building the future of his country and is able to compete with
regional and global entities.

For his part, Ibrahim Sarhan, CEO and Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the “e-Finance” Group for Financial and Digital
Investments, said that the group puts all its capabilities in serving
the digital development of education in Egypt, as it is the main
nucleus of sustainable development and economic growth in the
near future. Al-Bishri to graduate educational cadres keeping
pace with all technological developments after obtaining the best
advanced digital educational services.

BY: MONICA ORAVCOVA

Following the hype around ChatGPT, the race is now on between
OpenAl’s Chat GPT and Google’s LaMDA to be the market leading
NLP search tool for users and corporations moving forward. OpenAl
is a newbie with $1B in funding and a $20B valuation, as opposed to
Google’s towering $281B revenue. However, Google must rapidly
innovate and adapt or risk being left behind, an example being TikTok
and Meta, with the short format of TikTok leading the zeitgeist to
become the most downloaded app, beating Facebook in 2022. Google is
taking this seriously, having announced a ‘code red’ to develop a new Al
based search engine product to counter OpenAl’s land grab. Ironically,
ChatGPT uses the same conversational Al platform developed by
Google’s engineers in 2017.

How this will affect cybersecurity in the future is unknown, but there are
some assumptions.

In the long term, this will be a net positive for the future of cyber security
if the necessary checks and balances are in place. In the short term, Al
will expose vulnerabilities which will need to be addressed, as we could
see a potential spike in breaches.

Al that writes and hacks code could spell trouble for enterprises, systems
and networks. Current cybersecurity is already failing with exponential
rises in hacks across every sector, with 2022 reportedly already 50% up
on 2021.

With Al maturing, the use cases can be positive for the enterprise security
and development workflow, which will increase the defence capabilities
above the current (existing) security standards. Naoris Protocol utilises
Swarm Al as part of its breach detection system which monitors all
networked devices and smart contracts in real time.

Al can help organisations improve their cybersecurity defences by
enabling them to better detect, understand and respond to potential
threats. Al can also help organisations respond to and recover from
cyberattacks more quickly and effectively by automating tasks such as
incident response and investigation. It can free up human resources to
focus on more high-level, strategic tasks.

By analysing large volumes of data and using advanced machine
learning algorithms, Al could (in the future) identify patterns and trends
that may indicate a cyberattack is imminent, allowing organisations to
take preventative measures before an attack occurs, minimising the risk
of data breaches and other cyber incidents.

The adoption of Al could help organisations stay one step ahead of
potential attacks and protect their sensitive data and systems. By
integrating Al into an organisation’s production pipeline to create
smarter and more robust code, with developers instructing Al to, write,
generate and audit (existing programming) the code.

Al currently cannot replace developers as it cannot understand all of the
nuances of systems (and business logic) and how they work together.
Developers will still need to read and critique the Als output, learning
patterns, looking for weak spots. Al will positively impact the CISO
and IT team’s ability to monitor in real time. Security budgets will be
reduced, cybersecurity teams will also reduce in numbers. Only those
who can work with and interpret Al will be in demand.

However, bad actors can increase the attack vector, working smarter and
a lot quicker by instructing Al to look for exploits and vulnerabilities
within existing code infrastructure. The cold hard truth could mean that
thousands of platforms and smart contracts could suddenly become
exposed leading to a short term rise in cyber breaches.

As ChatGPT and LaMDA are reliant on large amounts of data to function
effectively, if the data used to train these technologies is biassed or
incomplete, it could lead to inaccurate or flawed results, e.g. Microsoft’s
TAY Al turned evil within hours. Naoris Protocol uses Swarm Al only
to monitor the metadata of the known operational baselines of devices
and systems, ensuring they have not been tampered with in any way.
Therefore, the Naoris Protocol Al only detects behavioural changes to
devices and networks, referencing known industry baselines (OS &
firmware updates etc) rather than learning and forming decisions based
upon diverse individual opinions.

Another issue is that Al is not foolproof and can still be vulnerable
to cyberattacks or other forms of manipulation. This means that
organisations need to have robust security measures in place to protect
these technologies and ensure their integrity.

It is also important to consider the potential ethical implications of
using ChatGPT and LaMDA for cybersecurity. For example, there may
be concerns about privacy and the use of personal data to train these
technologies, or about the potential for them to be used for malicious
purposes. However, Naoris Protocol only monitors metadata and
behavioural changes in devices and smart contracts, and not anyj
kind of personal Identifiable Information (PII).
COO & Co-Founder Naoris Protocol
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