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Al-Sisi directs the need to support programs implemented within the framework of the state’s
efforts in the fields of data protection, cybersecurlty and artificial intelligence

By : Bakinam Khaled
Today, President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi met with Prime Minister,
Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, and
Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, Dr. Amr
Talaat.

Spokesman for the Presidency,
Ambassador ~ Mohamed  El-
Shennawy, stated that during
the meeting, the President was
briefed on ongoing efforts to
implement  Egypt’s  Digital
Strategy, which aims to develop
the outsourcing industry and
encourage global companies to
expand their operations in Egypt.
The President was keen on
following- up on efforts to
improve coverage services and

the quality of communications
and the Internet, to ensure
fulfilling the citizens’ needs
for high-quality and more
efficient services. In this regard,
the President gave directives

to continue efforts toward
expanding communication
services across the country,

ensuring the delivery of high-
quality services. President El-Sisi
also emphasized the importance
of taking all necessary measures
to encourage both local and
international investment in the
fields of communications and
information  technology.

The President directed to
strengthen efforts to improve
Egypt’s position in global
telecommunications indicators, in

order to solidify Egypt’s role as a
regional hub for communications,
digital services, and information
technology.

The President was also briefed
on progress in efforts to launch
the second edition of the National
Artificial Intelligence Strategy,
which is set to be launched
soon. This strategy envisages

leveraging Al technologies to
find innovative solutions to
challenges in society across
various fields. This is in addition
to continue providing advanced
computing  infrastructure  for
government and private entities,
start-ups, as well as small and
medium-sized enterprises in this
sector, thus supporting national

economic development programs
and their objectives.

The meeting also reviewed
cooperation between the
Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology
and other ministries; projects
undertaken by the ministry in the
field of digital transformation;
the strategy to develop national
post offices; and national
efforts to expand mobile
phone manufacturing and the
localization of its production.
The President directed to
continue to work toward
transforming Egypt into an
integrated digital society, with
a focus on providing digital
services, data  governance,
and expanding training and

capacity-building in digital skills
through the expansion of applied
technology schools and Digital
Egypt Innovation Centers, thus
enabling youth to secure job
opportunities.

President El-Sisi also affirmed
the necessity to  support
programs implemented under
the state’s efforts in the areas of
data protection, cybersecurity,
and artificial  intelligence,
while stressing the importance
of attracting more specialized
international centers to operate
in Egypt in the fields of research
and development and in the
most diverse specializations
in the communications and
information technology sector.

ITIDA Wraps Up Successful Employment Fair in Alexandria’s
Borg El-Arah, Offering Over 1,350 Job Opportunities in Egypt's
Thriving ICT Sector: Key Highlights and Outcomes

By : Bakinam Khaled

The Information Technology Industry Development
Agency (ITIDA) successfully concluded its
Employment Fair at the technology park in Borg
El-Arab, Alexandria, on Tuesday, December 17.
The event aimed to connect young talent from
Alexandria and neighboring governorates with
job opportunities in Egypt’s rapidly growing
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) sector.

Marking its fifteenth edition, the
Employment Fair underscores ITIDA’s
commitment to bridging the gap between
skilled talent and the increasing demand
for ICT professionals. The initiative
plays a crucial role in driving Egypt’s
digital economy, fostering investment in
local talent, and enhancing their global
competitiveness.

The event featured over 1,350 job
opportunities in offshoring services,
including Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) and
IT services, provided by 14 leading local and MNCs
companies, such as VOIS (Vodafone Intelligent
Solutions), Concentrix, Intelcia, Teleperformance,
VXI, Arab Computers, Business Link Solutions,
ST Smart, Objects, Geidea, Tech Hive, DB Group,
Spiritude, and Rubical. Several ICT industry NGOs,
including DETGD, EITESAL, and CIT, also

and i ise.
i sessions were delivered by industry

actively participated in the event.

The event attracted significant interest, with
1,670 young professionals registering and over
350 attending in person. To ensure accessibility,
ITIDA, in collaboration with Silicon Waha—a
leading joint-stock company specializing in
developing and managing technology parks—
provided free transportation from Alexandria city
to the technology park, facilitating
participation for students, graduates,
and job seekers.
In addition to
opportunities,
specialized
guidance sessions, and professional
development activities, focusing on
essential skills such as personal
branding, language proficiency,

job-matching
the event included
workshops,  career

technical expertise. These

experts and leaders from top-tier

companies.
ITIDA remains dedicated to organinzing and
supporting employment fairs across Egypt,

leveraging the country’s rich talent pool, and
aligning local skills with global market needs. These
efforts aim to empower Egyptian youth, raise career
awareness, and drive sustainable growth in Egypt’s
dynamic ICT sector.

Orange Egypt Wins “Telecom Review Leaders’ Summit” Award as the Best
Telecom Company for “Corporate Social Responsibility” in Africa

By : Mohamed Elkholy

In an achievement that underscores its clear
commitment to community development and
highlights its distinguished efforts in environmental
protection and combating climate change in Egypt and
the region through innovative and effective initiatives,
Orange Egypt has won the Excellence Award from the
international “Telecom Review Leaders” Summit” as
the best company in “Corporate Social Responsibility
Initiative” in the telecommunications sector in Africa
for the year 2024, alongside the French consulting
firm Sofrecom, part of Orange Group.
The committee confirmed that Orange
Egypt deserved the award for its
dedication to achieving the ambitious
climate goal of reaching net-zero carbon
emissions by 2040, an impressive
decade ahead of Europe’s set deadline,
in addition to its exemplary efforts in
maintaining sustainability by integrating
environmental responsibility into its
operations, along with its innovative
and diverse initiatives for environmental
preservation, including recycling, energy
conservation, waste reduction, promoting solar
energy, and initiatives for renewing old electronic
devices.

This award tops Orange Egypt’s environmental and
climate efforts, which succeeded in reducing the
company’s carbon emissions by 18% in 2023 by
enhancing green sustainability practices across its
networks, data centers, buildings, headquarters, and

branches, as well as installing solar panels in 150
locations, in addition to a historic power purchase
agreement with the New and Renewable Energy
Authority and launching the first green store in the
Middle East and Africa in Sharm El Sheikh.
Moreover, Orange’s sustainability efforts hold
a special position among telecommunications
companies in the region due to its effective role
in the Switch to Circular Economy Value Chains
pilot project (SWITCH2CE), aimed at transitioning
to a circular economy for value chains, led by the
United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), which seeks to
reduce the carbon footprint of electronic
and electrical equipment through the
concept of “a new life for every device.”
This pilot project aligns with Egypt’s
National Climate Change Strategy
(NCCS 2050) and the Orange Group’s
commitment to reducing its carbon
footprint. Through this project, Orange
aims to build capacities and skills
through integrated recycling programs
designed to empower youth, technicians,
and workers in the informal sector to acquire new
skills and implement innovative practices.
Orange Egypt's CEO, Yasser Shaker, said that
“Orange believes in the importance of harmony
between economic growth and environmental
protection, ensuring we meet the needs of current
generations without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”.

Huawei Cloud Partners with GB Corp to Accelerate Digital Transformation Across the Organization

By : Basel Khaled

Huawei Cloud, a leading global cloud
service provider, announced a strategic
partnership with GB Corp, a market
leader famous for its reputable service
offerings, aiming to drive GB Corp’s
digital transformation journey by
migrating its business operations to
Huawei Cloud. This comes in line with
Huawei Cloud’s commitment to driving
innovation, security, and efficiency
in the cloud services landscape by
providing comprehensive services that
empower businesses to achieve new
heights.

advanced technologies and solutions,
GB Corp will significantly enhance its
operational efficiency, scalability, and
reliability. This strategic move will
enable GB Corp to gain a competitive
edge utilizing a multitude of benefits,
including enhanced scalability,
improved agility, reduced costs, and
increased  security.

Through Huawei cloud, GB Corp will be
utilizing the below solutions: One-stop
Solution: ELB, ECS, and VIP solutions
provide comprehensive security and
high availability for network traffic,
both internal and external.

update applications for cloud-based
environments, streamlining operations,
and establishing a flexible development
approach.

Cloud Transformation:
allows the deployment of applications

this solution

enhance user experience by simplifying
operations and improving efficiency.

“Today, we’re taking another step
toward our goal of becoming the
region’s leading cloud-native
technology provider. This collaboration
aligns with our mission to provide
innovative and reliable technology
solutions to businesses of all sizes.
By harnessing the power of cloud
technology, we’re enabling businesses
to accelerate their digital transformation
and achieve unprecedented growth.
Through Huawei cloud’s extensive
knowledge and cutting-edge solutions,

in the digital age. Huawei will continue
to strive for high standards with Huawei
Cloud to ensure safety and security for
businesses and institutions across the
region”, said Jo Xu Huawei Cloud CEO
Egypt. ) )

Kamal Khafagy, Chief Information
Technology Officer at GB Corp said:
“We are thrilled to announce our
strategic  partnership with Huawei
Cloud. By leveraging Huawei Cloud’s
innovative solutions, we are poised to
elevate our business to new heights. We
are confident that this collaboration will
accelerate our growth and solidify our

Travel
AQ CARVALHO,

g ,'} From Chaos to Clarity: How
o 2 Al Transforming Business

Business travel has long been a cornerstone of global success,
driving client relationships, team collaboration, and professional
growth. Yet, despite its importance, planning and managing
business trips often feels like a maze —complex, time-consuming,

and riddled with setbacks.

That recent data from SAP Concur reveals that 82% of business
travellers say their company requires pre-trip approvals for their
business trips, and 67% have seen an increased focus on these
processes at their company in 2024. “Balancing efficiency with

compliance remains a challenge for many organisations.”

“The traditional travel approvals process can burden employees
and managers alike, demanding hours of research to meet
preferences, company guidelines, and budgets,”. “Even then,
plans can be rejected by approvers with a clearer view of policies,

causing delays and frustration.”

that Al is revolutionising how companies manage travel logistics.
“By automating time-consuming processes and ensuring policy
compliance, Al is transforming the experience for both travellers
and managers. From planning itineraries to capturing expenses,
these tools are reshaping the business travel landscape, saving
time, and putting the focus back on the benefits of travel.
By leveraging Al-powered assistants, travellers can create a
seamless booking process that reduces planning time from days

to minutes.”

With this in mind, he unpacks three ways Al-powered assistants

are simplifying travel planning:
1. Supporting itinerary development

Travel planning can feel like assembling a complex puzzle.
Coordinating key elements such as flight times, hotel bookings,
transport, and personal preferences requires thoughtful attention
to detail. For travel managers, this process can be time-consuming
and prone to errors, with the risk of overlooking important

aspects.
Al can identify potential conflicts, missing details, or
inconsistencies, enabling planners to make smarter, more

informed decisions. By eliminating inefficiencies, Al ensures
a more accurate and streamlined planning experience, saving

valuable time and resources.
2. Ensuring compliance with company policies

Once an itinerary is submitted for review, it often undergoes
multiple compliance checks, leading to adjustments that can

delay bookings.

Al simplifies this process by integrating cost estimates directly
into their itineraries and ensuring alignment from the start. By
considering trip duration, destinations, and additional services, Al

reduces approval times and prevents unnecessary delays.

Nearly all business travellers (95%) are open to using Al for
booking, and with the right training, these tools can significantly
enhance planning efficiency. Al’s automated compliance checks
and cost estimations enable quicker, more accurate decisions.

3. Capturing and reporting expenses

Al-powered assistants can now accurately estimate travel
costs,track and report on travel expenses and populate expense

reports with accuracy and speed.

If the total matches the original estimate, Al platforms can auto-
approve expenses, saving time for managers and finance teams

and ensuring fast reimbursement.

This feature resonates with many business travellers. According
to the SAP Concur survey, 37% of business travellers are
considering using Al-powered automation to support capturing

and reporting expenses.
‘What’s next for thoughtful automation

Businesses are continuously bombarded with news of how Al
will ‘change the game’ and revolutionise industries in the future,
but in the field of business travel, employees are already feeling

the benefits of thoughtful automation.

Future iterations of Al assistants will likely offer personalised
travel recommendations based on past preferences and more

reliable cost estimates informed by industry benchmarks.

“As Al continues to evolve, its integration into travel planning
tools will deepen. Slowly but surely, sector leaders are paying

Middle East, and Africa

attention, and business travel is being put back on the map .
Managing Director of SAP Concur in Southern Europe,

By leveraging Huawei Cloud’s

Cloud Native: this

solution helps

closer to end-users to reduce latency and

we are empowering businesses to thrive

position as leaders in the industry.”

Flend Achieves Milestone with FRA Digital NBFI License, Becoming Egypt’s
First Fully Regulated Digital SME Finance Platform

By : Amir Taha

Flend, Egypt’s first tech enabled, data driven financing solutions
platform dedicated to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) has
announced today, that it has become the first platform to have secured
the Financial Regulatory Authority (FRA) Digital Non-Bank Financial
Institution (NBFI) license for SME Finance. As the country’s first fully
licensed digital NBFI for SMEs, Flend aims to transform the SME
financing landscape. By introducing innovative digital contracts and
e-signatures, Flend is revolutionizing how SMEs access financing,

setting a new standard in the
industry.

This reflects the FRA’s forward-
thinking vision and commitment
to fostering innovation within the
non-banking financial sector. By
recognizing the transformative
potential of digital technology,
the FRA is paving the way for a
more efficient, transparent, and
inclusive financial ecosystem.

Their support highlights the critical role of regulatory bodies in
enabling a modernized financial landscape that addresses the evolving
needs of businesses and promotes sustainable economic growth.

Being fully licensed empowers Flend to deliver unparalleled value to
SMEs. The license ensures highest standards of governance, strong
legal recourse on borrowers, access to affordable local bank funding,
and the ability to offer competitive financing rates. It also enables
the use of legally binding digital contracts, streamlining the process
and enhancing trust. These advantages make Flend’s model not only
scalable and sustainable but also uniquely positioned to bridge the

SME financing gap effectively.

“We are delighted to be the first to secure the Financial Regulatory

Authority (FRA) Digital Non-Bank Financial Institution (NBFI) license,
with a focus on SME Finance” said Nehal Helmy, Co-Founder at Flend.
“Our strategy at Flend is to transform the SME financing landscape
by addressing critical need for fair, fast and flexible SME financing,
leveraging proprietary technology to provide seamless onboarding,
advanced risk assessments, and efficient loan disbursements. We are
confident by obtaining this license we can replace the cumbersome
paperwork with digital contracts and e-signatures, cut approval

times from weeks to days, and
ensure a transparent and efficient
experience tailored to SMEs.”

Egypt’s SMEs face a financing
gap exceeding $50 billion,
according to IFC estimates, and
Flend is positioned to bridge this
critical shortfall. Its innovative
digital solutions provide growth-
oriented businesses with the
capital they need to scale.

Through a data-driven infrastructure, Flend streamlines operations,
reduces customer acquisition costs, enhances loan servicing, and
forms strategic partnerships with key digital players,
marketplaces, e-commerce platforms, payment service providers, and
logistics companies. This technology-driven approach enables Flend
to contribute in closing the SME financing gap and drive sustainable
economic growth.With backing from Plus VC, Banque Misr, Digital
Finance Holding, and prominent family offices in the region, Flend
delivers agile, reliable, and customized financing solutions that
empower SMEs to thrive, drive sectoral innovation, and accelerate

including

economic growth across vital industries.

Ben(QQ Middle East Launches First
ZOWIE Experience Centre in the Region

By : Mohamed Elkholy

BenQ Middle East has officially inaugurated
the region’s first-ever ZOWIE Experience
Centre at the prestigious Royal Focus Store
in Dubai, UAE. This milestone marks a
significant step forward for the esports
community, offering enthusiasts and
professionals a dedicated space to experience
the latest in gaming innovations.

At the heart of the Experience Zone are the
Newly launched ZOWIE X1L.2586X 540Hz &
ZOWIE X1.2566X+ 400 Hz Esports Gaming
monitors, designed to provide unrivaled
smoothness, clarity, and responsiveness
for competitive gaming. This cutting-edge
monitor redefines performance benchmarks
and sets the stage for a new era of eSports.
The latest addition to ZOWIE, X1L.2566X+
Esports Gaming Monitor, featuring Fast-TN
and DyAc 2 technology

The monitor includes a 24.1-inch Full HD
Fast TN display with a 400 Hz refresh rate
and DyAc 2 technology, delivering sharper
images, superior motion clarity, and reduced
blur. It offers clearer visuals than QHD panels
at popular FPS resolutions like 1280x960 for
CS2 and 1920001080 for VALORANT.
According to BenQ, the Fast TN panel
enhances liquid crystal response, reducing

ZOWIE

ghosting and crosstalk while improving color
performance for better enemy detection.
The XL2566X+ utilizes DyAc 2 technology
with dual backlights, providing effective
motion  blur reduction and  ghosting
minimization, along with a softened light
output for eye comfort during extended
sessions.

The launch event, hosted by BenQ Middle
East, brought together a vibrant mix of gaming
partners, café owners, and gamers, celebrating
the thriving eSports community in the region.
Manish Bakshi, Managing Director of BenQ
Middle East, expressed his excitement: “The
opening of the ZOWIE Experience Zone is a
pivotal moment for BenQ in the Middle East.
Our collaboration with Royal Focus Store
reflects our shared passion for empowering

the gaming community. With the launch of our
groundbreaking XL.2566X+ 400 Hz monitor
and plans for introducing more models in
2025, we are solidifying our commitment to
providing gamers with the ultimate tools to
succeed. We believe the new XL-X series
from ZOWIE will redefine the way athletes
compete in the esports arena. *

As the Authorized Distributor for ZOWIE
XL Monitors across the UAE, Royal Focus
is dedicated to delivering the best gaming and
esports solutions to the region.

Sheikh Muhammad Imran, Entrepreneur and
CEO of Royal Focus, stated with enthusiasm:
“Collaborating with BenQ to launch the
inaugural ZOWIE Experience Zone in the
UAE is a milestone we are exceedingly
proud to achieve. This strategic partnership
allows us to present cutting-edge technology
and a dynamic platform where gamers can
converge and experience the pinnacle of
ZOWIE’s innovations. Together, we are
cultivating a community that flourishes on
both performance and passion.

The ZOWIE Experience Zone is more than
a showcase for BenQ’s flagship gaming
monitors; it serves as a vibrant hub where
gamers can fully immerse themselves in the
latest breakthroughs in eSports technology.”

BKN301reveals advancement plans for 2025 with focus on Al and global expansion

By : Rasha Haussein

BKN301 Group, a London-based Banking-as-a-Service
technology provider dedicated to empowering the
financial industry, revealed its ambitious strategic plans
for 2025. These plans include: To establish itself as a
global operator and to integrate artificial intelligence
(Al) into its innovative BaaS Orchestrator solution.
This move is expected to enhance efficiency across its
offerings, solidifying the Group’s leading position in the

fintech industry.

As part of this new journey, BKN301 Grouprecently
attended the MENA Fintech Festival 2024in Qatar to
set the stage for its future global expansion.The event

provided a valuableoccasionfor the Group to engage
with key stakeholders, explore partnership opportunities
in both regional and international markets and highlight
its modular Banking-as-a-Service platform, BKN301

BaaS Orchestrator.

solution for financial institutions worldwide.

BKN301’s BaaS Orchestrator platform, designed for
traditional banks, fintech, neobanks, and digital banks,
has been continually offering robust capabilities,
including core banking, payment processing, digital
wallet and card issuing, API decoupling, cross-border
servicesand open banking. With the integration of Al,
the platform will now offer advanced features in data
analysis and fraud detection, making it a transformative

Stiven Muccioli,

global audience”.

Founder and CEO at BKN301
Group said:“The MENA Fintech Festival provided
an excellent opportunity to showcase how our BaaS
Orchestrator can drive operational efficiency and
cost savings for financial institutions. Additionally,
we explore the broader applicability of our services
across regional and international markets, reflecting
our ambition to broaden our horizons and cater to

Muccioliadded: “The financial landscape is evolving
rapidly, driven by payment processors,
and Al-powered solutions reshaping domestic and
global markets. Al-ready infrastructure enhances data
management with unmatched agility and scalability. To

fintechs,

stay competitive and lead innovation, we are integrating
Al into our platform to handle diverse data efficiently
and drive growth”.

The Al in Fintech market is projected to grow rapidly,
from USD 14.79 billion in 2024 to USD 43.04 billion
by 2029, at a CAGR of 23.82%. Likewise, the MENA
Fintech market is expected to expand from USD 1.51
billion to USD 2.40 billion by 2029, growing at a
CAGR of 9.71%. With over 250 fintech startups in
the region and the potential for more than 45 fintech
unicorns by 2030, the MENA region is becoming
a key player in the global fintech landscape. These
trends reflect the region’s growing entrepreneurial
spirit and the increasing role of fintech in addressing

local financial challenges.Amid this evolving market,
BKN301’s continued focus on integrating advanced

technologies into its solutions ensures that it meets

the growing demand for smarter, more efficient
financial services, reinforcing its commitment to
driving financial innovation globally.

Concluding a milestone year, in line with its innovation-
driven approach, BKN301, in partnership with Finastra,
recently won the Most Innovative Cloud Deployment
award for Best Tools and Practices at the sixth edition
of the IBSi Global FinTech Innovation Awards. This
accolade reflects the Group’s ongoing efforts to shape
the future of global financial services through cutting-
edge technology.



By: Basel Khaled

Journalist Khaled Hassan - Editor-in-Chief of * Alam
Rakamy ““ newspaper confirmed that qualified human
minds, on a global level, in the field of information
technology and electronics represent the strategic
nucleus that will enable Egypt to join the procession of
the Fourth Industrial Revolution based on maximizing
the benefit from information, especially artificial
intelligence technologies. Therefore, it is important
to reconsider all educational curricula in all Egyptian
colleges and universities in a manner that is consistent
with this major qualitative change in the future of
humanity.

He added: “We are currently witnessing a qualitative
loss in the recovery of investment and new funding
directed at local technology startups, which gives them
the ability to grow their business size and the possibility
of forming strategic partnerships with global companies.
This flood of new money being pumped into the Middle
East and North Africa region heralds the beginning of
a new era of acquisitions from startups to startups, and
the unification of efforts to accelerate expansion and
development of services.” This came during the fourth
symposium within the activities of the nineteenth session
of the Alam Rakamy newspaper initiative “Creativity..
Your Path to Success”, which was organized by
the “ Alam Rakamy “ newspaper at the Faculty of
Commerce, Alexandria University, under the auspices
of the “ITIDA” Authority, affiliated with the Ministry
of Communications and Information Technology,
and the “Creativa” Digital Egypt Creativity Centers,
in conjunction with the “IN OUR LIVES ICT” Data
Science Conference, which was organized by the Faculty
of Commerce, Alexandria University The symposium
was held under the auspices of Dr. Abdel Aziz Qansouh,
President of Alexandria University, and journalist Mr.
Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of the “ Alam Rakamy
“ newspaper, who moderated the symposium, with
the participation of Dr. Ghada Al-Khayat, Executive

Director of the Educational Innovations Unit at the
University and Head of the Data Science Conference,
and Dawaa Magdy, the representative of the Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center “TIEC”,
Alexandria Branch.

Hassan pointed out that the current generation is living
a very important period in the future of creativity,
whether at the level of interest of all state agencies,
starting with the President of the Republic and passing
through a number of ministries, headed by the Ministry
of Communications and Information Technology, the
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
the Ministry of Investment, as well as the Ministry of
Industry, in addition to the Ministry of Planning, by
launching a variety of initiatives and projects that aim
to provide full support to innovators in the field of
information and communications technology.

He explained that one of the university’s priorities is to
focus on developing the competitive capabilities of all
its students in line with the requirements of the labor
market, especially in the great interest that the political
leadership pays to developing the role of universities
in building the Egyptian person and developing the
education and scientific research system, and continuing
to work diligently to complete the path of excellence and
success and implement the strategic plan to improve the
scientific status of Egyptian universities and strive for
global competition.

He added that creativity requires a stimulating
environment to learn innovation, the first of which is
the student’s keenness to participate in workshops and
seminars that talk about technological development in
general, and secondly, determining the specialization, in
the field of technology, that suits the students’ tendencies
and capabilities. Thirdly, search more accurately
through what the Internet or the Egyptian Knowledge
Bank provides about the specialization that the student
has settled on so that he can fully understand all the
dimensions of this specialization and follow everything

new and think about achieving real added value. This is
what the Faculty of Computers and Information seeks to
localize the culture of innovation, thinking and creativity
among its students.

Hassan pointed out the importance of university students
participating in annual competitions organized by local
and international technology and communications
companies, as these competitions provide a set of
benefits for students, the first of which is that they help
them in the process of interaction, the ability to express
and work as a team and get to know the ideas of others,
and thus come out to what is better, provided that they
desire and are determined to succeed. It also helps them
develop innovative thinking among students by working
to find solutions to the specifications included in the
competition. It also constitutes a type of knowledge
for various students in technological fields, through
which they can identify the priorities and needs of
technological labor markets, which are not linked to a
specific place or market, but are almost uniform in all
markets of the world.

He pointed out that Egypt and the Arab region have

about 20 venture capital funds, seed funding funds, and
individual investors who actively invest in local startups
specialized in information technology, where the
funding provided by these funds can exceed hundreds
of millions of dollars for each company according to the
company’s assessment and the extent of its financing
needs, explaining that Egyptian technology startups
succeeded in attracting about $800 million in foreign
investments during 2024.

The editor-in-chief of “ Alam Rakamy * added that
Egypt has become the focus of many international
entities and companies to use the services of our human
cadres specialized in the field of information technology
and open software development centers in Egypt
through the 23 Egyptian Centers for Digital Creativity
“Creativa” that were opened in 2024 at universities in all
governorates, and 5 other centers are being established
and are expected to open during 2025 with a total
investment exceeding 5 billion pounds, to provide the
appropriate environment for localizing creativity and
technology and training in modern technologies such
as artificial intelligence, machine learning, robotics,
computing, and big data analysis.

Journalist Khaled Hassan confirmed that there are
many governmental and non-governmental entities
that currently have programs to finance and support
creative ideas for university students, including the
Information Technology Industry Development Agency
(www.itida.gov.eg) and the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center (www.tiec.gov.eg), affiliated
with the Ministry of Communications. There is also
the Academy of Scientific Research (www.asrt.sci.
eg) through the programs of the Office for Supporting
Innovation, Transfer and Marketing of Technology
(TICO) and a group of programs for the Creativity
and Innovation Development Agency and the “Cairo
Innovates” competition.

There is also the Science and Technology Development
Fund affiliated with the Supreme Council for Science

and Technology (www1.stdf.org.eg) through financing
a number of research projects, as well as the role of
investment funds in newly established, small and
medium-sized technology companies, in addition to
the role of civil society organizations and participation
in competitions organized by information technology
companies and some local and international institutions
and bodies to gain experience in interaction and exchange
the information necessary to manage and make our ideas
successful and transform them into projects, which is
known as entrepreneurship, and learning how to present
our ideas in a good way...not to mention benefiting from
the value of financial prizes to translate our ideas into
tangible products.

Hassan confirmed that one of the appropriate sources
of funding is electronic crowdfunding platforms, in
addition to venture capital funds, to support innovative
ideas and creative products that can provide new
services to the end user. They were created about 15
years ago, and through them thousands of ideas have
succeeded in raising hundreds of millions of dollars
to be able to transform into tangible products. The
editor-in-chief of “Alam Rakamy ” added that there
are many crowdfunding platforms, the most famous
of which are “KickStarter, Indiegogo, RocketHub,
Peerbackers, Eureeca, Grow VC, Microventures, Angel
List, and CircleUp.” As for the Arab level, the idea of
crowdfunding sites has begun to spread through some
websites, including sites such as Bedaea “https://bedaea.
com” and the site “Zoomaal” “http://ar.zoomaal.com”
and the site “Wamda” “http://ar.wamda.com/.” These
platforms aim to support entrepreneurs in obtaining the
necessary funding to transform their ideas into products,
as the owner of the idea determines the value of the
investments required for his idea and it is announced
through these platforms. Indeed, many ideas have
succeeded in raising much more money than expected
and have turned into successful companies.

Ghada El-Khayat: “Innovation” must be linked to developing new solutions to Societal problems

By: Bakinam Khaled
Dr. Ghada El-Khayat, Executive Director of the
Educational Innovation Unit at the University
and Head of the Data Science Conference “IN
OUR LIVES ICT” at the Faculty of Commerce
at Alexandria University, confirmed that the
conference witnessed a large attendance from
all segments of the university community from
inside and outside Alexandria University, and
the industrial community, and was a
great opportunity for networking and
creating new projects in cooperation
between the university and the
industrial community, explaining that
several training sessions were held
on the sidelines of the conference on
entrepreneurship in medical specialties |
and life sciences, creating a digital
identity for university students and

World” newspaper at the Faculty of Commerce,
Alexandria University, under the auspices of the
“ITIDA” Authority, affiliated with the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology, and
the “Creativa” Digital Egypt Creativity Centers,
in conjunction with the “IN OUR LIVES ICT”
data science conference, which was organized by
the Faculty of Commerce, Alexandria University.

noting in this regard that educational methods
abroad depend on interactive training, through
students and each other and the Internet, in addition
to achieving the maximum possible benefit from
professors, and then qualification and interaction in Dr
the field of specialization. .
Alexandria University confirmed that it achieves
annual progress in the field of information and

Unit

El-Khayat, Executive

the University, honored

The symposium was held under the auspices of

Dr. Abdel Aziz Qansouh, President of
Alexandria University, and journalist
Mr. Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of
the *“ Alam Rakamy *“ newspaper, who
moderated the symposium, with the
participation of Dr. Ghada Al-Khayat,
Executive Director of the Educational
Innovations Unit at the University and
Head of the Data Science Conference,

- and Dawaa Magdy, the representative

of the Technology Innovation and

communications technology in line with the
information revolution and the knowledge economy,
whether at the level of developing the concept of
education in general or at the level of educational
curricula and applied materials that are taught to
students or at the level of computer labs, programs,
and specialized training courses in the field of
information and communications technology that
are launched through the Educational Innovations
and Distance Learning Unit of the university in
coordination with the Information Technology
Institute.

professors to better access the labor ¥
learning &

market, and training in
management systems and the use
of artificial intelligence to develop
educational content and activities.

She added that the most important thing that
distinguishes the Faculty of “Commerce” is that
we pin many hopes on it to achieve breakthroughs
in the field of information and communications
technology, but it is necessary to develop the
technical skills of students and reduce the gap with
the needs of the labor market and university outputs.
This came during the fourth symposium within the
activities of the nineteenth session of the Digital
World newspaper initiative “Creativity.. Your Path
to Success”, which was organized by the “Digital

Entrepreneurship

Alexandria Branch.
She pointed out that there are basic
stages to join the list of innovators in the field of
information technology, the first of which is training,
learning, and acquiring communication, language,
and soft skills, followed by the qualification and
specialization stage in a specific field within the
communications and information technology sector,
and finally the determination and will to achieve the
specific goal on the part of young people, stressing
the need to develop various skills during the study
period in addition to the field of engineering
specialization, and to work continuously on training
and qualification and trying to remove obstacles,

Center  “TIEC”,

society.

Al-Khayat explained that the conference included
many sessions, including hosting the “Creativity...
Your Path to Success” initiative, which is organized
annually by the “Alam Rakamy ” newspaper at
the university and managed by journalist Khaled
Hassan, editor-in-chief of the newspaper. The
initiative sheds light on how to develop digital
skills and competencies for college students and
provide them with the technological skills required
by the labor market, especially in light of the
digital transformation process, as creativity must
be represented in developing products and services
that can be used to benefit society, solve part of its
problems, and meet real needs and problems in

>

journalist Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-
Chief of “Alam Rakamy *“ newspaper,
for his continuous efforts in spreading
the culture of technological creativity
and entrepreneurship among Egyptian
university ~ students to  provide
innovative solutions to many of the
challenges facing society and increase
awareness of opportunities and training
programs that aim to develop students’
technological skills, during the study
period, in the latest technological
specializations and in line with the
needs of the labor market.

This came during the fourth
symposium within the activities of the
nineteenth session of the Digital World
newspaper initiative “Creativity.. Your
Path to Success”, which was organized
by the “Digital World” newspaper at
the Faculty of Commerce, Alexandria
University, under the auspices of the
“ITIDA” Authority, affiliated with
the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, and the
“Creativa” Digital Egypt Creativity
Centers, in conjunction with the “IN

Honoring “Alam Rakamy * newspaper by “Alexandria University”
during the “Creativity.. The Path to Success” initiative

By: Wael Elgafry
Ghada
Director of the Educational Innovations

and Dawaa Magdy, the representative
of the Technology Innovation and

Entrepreneurship  Center “TIEC”,
Alexandria Branch.
Journalist Faten EI-Kholi, Editor-

in-Chief of the “Alam Rakamy”
newspaper and General Supervisor of
the “Creativity... Your Path to Success”
initiative at Egyptian universities,
was also honored. The initiative has
been held in more than 100 Egyptian
universities, both public and private,
over the past 18 years across all
governorates in cooperation with a
number of its partners concerned with
spreading the culture of technological

OUR LIVES ICT”

Data Science
Conference, which was organized by
the Faculty of Commerce, Alexandria
University. The symposium was held
under the auspices of Dr. Abdel Aziz
Qansouh, President of Alexandria
University, and journalist Mr. Khaled

Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of the
Alam Rakamy “ newspaper, who
moderated the symposium, with the
participation of Dr. Ghada Al-Khayat,
Executive Director of the Educational
Innovations Unit at the University and
Head of the Data Science Conference,

creativity and entrepreneurship, most
notably the Information Technology
Industry Development Agency and
some global and local technology
companies.

This is to encourage young people
and university students to start their
professional careers at an early age
by developing their capabilities and
learning about the needs of the local
and global labor market, and benefiting
from the concept of freelancing as well
as the training courses provided by
the Ministry of Communications and
Information = Technology.

Duaa Magdy: “TIEC” launches a set of programs to develop digital and intellectual skills with training to develop them

By: Rasha Hussein

Duaa Magdy, representative of
the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship ~ Center  “TIEC”
Alexandria branch, affiliated with
the ITIDA “at the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology, confirmed that the
university is one of the most universities
that work to support creative ideas and
innovative projects, whether from
students or faculty members, which
reflects positively on the university’s
position  worldwide.

She added that the center, which was
established in 2010 and is affiliated
with the authority, provides a set
of training programs and financing
initiatives to spread the culture of
entrepreneurship ~ and  emerging
companies through 5 stages, the first
of which is developing “digital skills”,
followed by the stage “Support your
idea”, then the third stage “Start your
company”, while the fourth stage is
“Develop your company”, and the fifth
stage is “Participate in the creativity
community”.

This came during the fourth
symposium within the activities of the
nineteenth session of the Digital World
newspaper initiative “Creativity.. Your
path to success”, which was organized
by “Digital World” newspaper at the
Faculty of Commerce, Alexandria
University, sponsored by “ITIDA”,
affiliated with the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology, and the Egyptian Digital
Creativity Centers “Creativa”, in
conjunction with the “IN OUR
LIVES ICT” data science conference,
organized by the Faculty of Commerce,
Alexandria University. The symposium
was held under the patronage of Dr.
Abdel Aziz Qansouh, President of
Alexandria University, and journalist
Mr. Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief
of “Alam Rakamy” newspaper, who
moderated the symposium, with the
participation of Dr. Ghada Al-Khayat,
Executive Director of the Educational
Innovations Unit at the University and
Head of the Data Science Conference.
The Technology Innovation and

Entrepreneurship Center explained that

it has succeeded in helping hundreds
of emerging technology companies
benefit from venture capital funds and
obtain funding, the latest of which was
the e-commerce platform “Maksab”,
which received funding worth $40
million, as well as the “Trella” platform
for transportation, which also received
$40 million, and the “SwvI” company,
which became the first Egyptian
emerging technology company and its
value currently exceeded $1.5 billion.
It is one of the emerging technology
companies that graduated from
the Technology Innovation Center
programs. He added that the first phase
“Skills Development” includes two
programs: the first is the program for
building the capabilities of students
and graduates in the field of creativity
and entrepreneurship, InnovEgypt,
which is a unique program for building
capabilities in the field of creativity and
entrepreneurship.

The program is considered a training
opportunity for university students and
graduates in the fields of information
and communications technology. The

program targets young people who
wish to become entrepreneurs in the
future, either by establishing start-
ups or by acquiring entrepreneurship
skills, according to the requirements
of local and international companies.
The program includes 3 main
units:  “Innovation and Technology
Management”, “Idea Design” and

“Entrepreneurship”.
The second program s the “Technology
Innovation  Center =~ Ambassador”

program, as the Technology Innovation
Center Ambassador program aims to
promote the culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship and spread it among
university students and graduates.
The representative of the Technology
Innovation and  Entrepreneurship
Center “TIEC” Alexandria branch
explained that the second phase
“Support Ideas” includes 3 programs,
the first of which is the “Pre-
Incubation” program, which aims to
support start-ups in their early stages
and help them achieve growth through
education and guidance.

The program provides an intensive and
rapid education process to contribute
to accelerating the life cycle of
innovative companies, as it provides
the equivalent of years of learning
by practice in just a few months.
The program is organized entirely
online, and targets entrepreneurs with
innovative ideas and technological
proficiency in all governorates of the
Republic. The second program is the
“She is a Pioneer” program, which is a
program designed by the Technology

Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Center with the aim of supporting
Female entrepreneurs who are
novices in the ICT sector, who own
technology products or who use
information technology in the process
of marketing their products. Through
the program, female entrepreneurs in
all governorates of Egypt are trained
on the methodologies and concepts
of startups and small projects, while
the third program is the “Metaverse
Innovation Hackathon at Egypt’s
Digital Creativity Centers” which is
a series of interactive competitions
that are implemented through online
events across the country with
the aim of promoting the use of
various technologies that contribute
to building and developing the
“Metaverse” world, which supports
the creation of many applications and
solutions directly, such as GameFi,
SocialFi, NFT, DAO, DAC, and GPT,
or indirectly (any product or service
based on emerging technologies, with
direct use in enhancing the Metaverse
experience).

Thethirdphase,““Start Your Company”,
also includes 3 programs, the first
of which is “Startup Launchpad”,
where ITIDA, in cooperation
with the American University in
Cairo Business Incubator, offers
the “Startup Launchpad” program
with the aim of stimulating the
technological innovation environment
in Egypt by building the capacities
of entrepreneurs and owners of
emerging projects in the fields of
technology, and helping them launch
their projects.

The program extends over eight weeks
and provides a certificate accredited
by the Authority and the Business
Incubator for successfully passing the
program stages and specializing in the
field of entrepreneurship. The second
program is the “Start IT Incubators
Program”, where the center organizes
the technology incubators program
with the aim of supporting young
entrepreneurs, owners of modern
startups or those who wish to
transform their ideas into successful
companies.

Alexandria and Damanhour Universities Sign Cooperation Protocol in Higher Education, Scientific Research, Community Service, Environmental Development, Health Services, Training and Quality Fields

By : Mohamed Elkholy

Dr. Mohamed Ayman Ashour, Minister of

and to work with Damanhour University
to establish the Faculty of Medicine, the

national strategy of the Ministry of Higher
Education and Egypt’s Vision 2030, within

Higher Education and Scientific Research,
witnessed the signing of the cooperation
protocol between Alexandria and Damanhour
Universities, where Dr. Abdelaziz Konsowa,
President of Alexandria University, and Dr.
Elhamy Tarabis, President of Damanhour
University, signed the joint cooperation
protocol between the two universities in
the fields of higher education, scientific
research, community service, environmental
development, as well as health services,
training and quality. This comes within
the framework of Alexandria University’s
keenness to contribute to achieving
comprehensive  cooperation ~ with  the
universities of the Northern Alliance region,

University Hospital and the Faculty of
Dentistry to serve Beheira Governorate, a
turning point in providing medical services in
the governorate.

This came in the presence of Dr. Mustafa
Refaat, Secretary of the Supreme Council of
Universities, Dr. Sami Hashem, Chairman
of the Education and Scientific Research
Committee in the House of Representatives,
and members of the Supreme Council of
Universities.

Dr. Konsowa pointed out after signing

the protocol that this cooperation comes
within the framework of Alexandria
University’s work with the universities of
the northern region in accordance with the

the framework of regional alliances between

public, private, civil and
technological universities,
civil society, local
development agencies and
the industrial community,
to contribute to achieving
comprehensive

development  in  all

geographical regions
across the country, and
to enhance scientific and
research cooperation
between universities and

the industrial and business community in
its comprehensive concept. He explained

that the protocol between the two sides will
include the exchange of experiences and

universities to provide consultations, teaching
and scientific research, and to prepare a

holding seminars and workshops to discuss
societal problems in both governorates,

cooperation to develop and set regulations,

curricula and study
plans for the Faculty
of Medicine and the
Faculty of Dentistry
at Damanhour
University, and
to evaluate the
quality of medical
study programs
and develop them.
It will also include
joint cooperation
to  develop the

capabilities of faculty members, the exchange
of faculty members

between the two

distinguished training matrix to raise the
efficiency of the administrative apparatus
at the Faculty of Medicine, the University
Hospital and the Faculty of Dentistry at
Damanhour University, and also to exchange
study materials, published research and other
scientific and technological information, and
to implement joint research projects within
the framework of achieving the mission of
both  universities.

Dr. Konsowaadded that this will alsoinclude
cooperation in the field of projects related
to community service and environmental
development of the Alexandria and Beheira
region, organizing and sponsoring scientific
conferences, seminars and workshops,

exchanging medical, academic and
clinical expertise and consultations
regarding the establishment, equipping,
furnishing and accreditation of university
hospitals,  exchanging  administrative
expertise regarding the administrative
and service apparatus of university
hospitals, organizing mutual visits to
increase awareness and participation in the
university hospital management system,
developing a joint training matrix to qualify
university students for the labour market,
and exchanging expertise between the
two universities in the field of quality and
accreditation of medical and educational
institutions.
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