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During the opening of the fifth edition of the CAISEC 26:
Minister of Communications: 45 local companies accredited as cybersecurity service providers to enhance trust in the digital economy

Unknown,” featured more than 180 speakers and
over 5,000 participants from 22 countries.

represent one of the most important arteries of the the levels of technical readiness across various

By: Mohamed Essam

Engineer Raafat Hindi, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, affirmed that Egypt
adopts a comprehensive vision for building a secure
digital space, integrating policy development,
enhancing technical readiness, developing human
capabilities, and supporting innovation. He pointed
out that the state, through the institutional framework
of the Supreme Council for Cybersecurity,
continues to implement the second edition of the
National ~Cybersecurity ~Strategy  (2023-2027),
which represents an integrated digital framework to
enhance the protection of digital infrastructure and
raise levels of readiness and response. He added
that preliminary work has begun to prepare the third
edition of the strategy to keep pace with rapid global
developments and prepare for the challenges and
opportunities presented by modern technologies.
This came in a speech delivered by Engineer Raafat
Hindi during his participation in the opening session
of the fifth edition of the Information Security
and Cybersecurity Conference and Exhibition
(CAICEC’26), which was recently held under the
patronage of Prime Minister Dr. Mostata Madbouly
and with the support of 10 ministries. The conference,
organized by Mercury Communications under the
theme “Protecting the Future: Insurance Against the

At the outset of his speech, Engineer Raafat Hindi
expressed his gratitude to the organizers and
participating partners, praising their success in
providing a platform that brought together decision-
makers, experts, researchers, representatives of
the private sector, and academic institutions from
various countries to discuss an issue that has become
a cornerstone of the sustainability of the digital
economy and the enhancement of trust in the digital
environment.

Engineer Raafat Hindi explained that digital
technology has become an integral and pivotal
reality in the structure of modern economies
and the mechanisms of government and society,
emphasizing that data has become the most
important element in generating economic value,
supporting innovation, and making decisions. He
pointed out that cybersecurity issues are no longer
limited to protecting systems and networks, but
are now closely linked to safeguarding trust in the
digital economy, ensuring the continuity of services,
preserving digital assets, and enhancing countries’
ability to manage their data and digital infrastructure
efficiently and securely.

Engineer Raafat Hindi emphasized that protecting
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technological infrastructure and digital capabilities is
at the heart of national security issues for countries.
He explained that digital sovereignty has emerged
as a key pillar for protecting national interests and
enhancing future readiness, ensuring the continuity
of vital services and the efficiency and reliability of
digital services.

Engineer Raafat Hindi added that just as roads,
ports, and airports have been the arteries of the
traditional economy for decades, data centers today

digital economy due to their capabilities in hosting
data, providing digital services, and supporting
artificial intelligence and computing applications. He
affirmed that Egypt continues its efforts to strengthen
its position as a regional hub for data and digital
services by developing its digital infrastructure and
encouraging investments in data centers and cloud
computing, which contributes to supporting digital
sovereignty and enhancing national readiness for the
requirements of the digital economy. Engineer Raafat
Hindi addressed the challenges and opportunities
presented by emerging technologies, particularly
artificial intelligence (Al) and quantum computing.
He noted that while Al applications contribute to
enhancing cybersecurity threat monitoring and
response capabilities, quantum computing poses
future challenges related to encryption systems and
the protection of data and digital assets. Therefore,
the mandate of the National Council for Artificial
Intelligence was expanded to become the “National
Council for Artificial Intelligence, Quantum
Computing, and Emerging Technologies,” with
the aim of anticipating and preparing for future
technological transformations and maximizing the
opportunities they offer.

He emphasized that the state is working to raise

vital sectors and enhance their capacity to prevent,
respond to, and recover from cyber threats. He
pointed to the accreditation of 45 companies as
cybersecurity service providers, reflecting the state’s
commitment to developing the cybersecurity market
and supporting national companies operating in
this field. This contributes to improving service
quality and strengthening trust in the Egyptian
market. Engineer Raafat Hindi stressed that human
capital is the cornerstone of the digital security
system, reviewing national initiatives for capacity
building and professional accreditation pathways
for specialists. Foremost among these are the
“Digital Generations of Egypt” initiatives, “Digital
Pioneers,” “Cybersecurity Academy for Youth,” and
the “Mahara Tech” platform. He emphasized that the
modern concept of cybersecurity places the human
being at the heart of the digital protection system,
noting the Ministry’s launch of the “Wa’inet”
platform in cooperation with the National Council for
Childhood and Motherhood and the United Nations,
to promote awareness of digital citizenship and
online safety, and to support community awareness
efforts regarding safe and responsible technology
use practices among children, youth, and various
segments of society.

Raya Technology: Al is Reshaping Cybersecurity... and We’re Establishing a

Osama Kamal at the CAISEC 2026 Opening:

Specialized Company to Secure Digital Infrastructure Regionally

By: Rasha Hagag

Raya Information Technology’s
participation in CAISEC 2026
comes at a time of significant
expansion in its investments
and services, supported by the
decision to establish a company
specializing in cybersecurity
and strengthen its presence in
the Gulf and African markets.
Eng. Hisham Abdel Rasoul,
CEO of Raya Information
Technology, presented the
company’s vision for the
future of cybersecurity, the
role of artificial intelligence in
confronting evolving threats,
and expansion and growth plans
that reinforce Raya’s position
as a trusted regional partner
for digital transformation and
cybersecurity.

In partnership with Cisco, Raya
has been a key participant in
the KAISC exhibition since
its inception. Our participation
in this event throughout its
various editions reflects our
commitment to supporting

the Egyptian and regional
cybersecurity ecosystem,
especially as cybersecurity

represents a sovereign pillar
guaranteeing the sustainability
of the digital economy and
the essential driver enabling
the confident adoption of
artificial  intelligence  and
cloud computing. Without it,
transformation falters, and the
strategic assets of countries and
institutions are exposed.

He added that the objectives
of this year’s participation
revolve around our solutions
and services aimed at leading
the shift towards proactive
defense solutions. This is based
on our long-standing strategic
partnership
with  Cisco to
provide  robust
infrastructure,
while also
empowering
institutions to
adopt secure
artificial
intelligence as a
crucial tool for
risk management
and  protecting
digital assets, keeping pace
with the rapid technological
advancements regionally and
globally.

Regarding the most important
themes of Raya’s participation,
he noted that our participation
focuses on pivotal strategic
issues that define the future
of cybersecurity. At the
forefront of these priorities
is artificial intelligence (Al)
security, given the increasing
reliance of organizations on
Al applications and the need
to secure their operational
environments and  protect
associated data. The company
also prioritizes governance
and regulatory compliance,
including keeping pace with
evolving requirements such as

the Central Bank of Egypt’s
cybersecurity directives and the
Personal Data Protection Law.
Through this participation,
Raya aims to showcase its
comprehensive portfolio
of solutions and services,
strengthen
collaboration
with clients
and technology
partners, and
highlight
its growing
capabilities in
Al as a key
driver reshaping
the future of
cybersecurity
globally.

Regarding the company’s vision
for supporting the Egyptian
government’s  cybersecurity
initiative, Abdel-Rasoul stated,
“Our vision is to be an active
national partner in building a
more secure and trustworthy
digital environment, supporting
the Egyptian government’s
digital transformation goals
and enhancing the readiness
of various sectors for a
future  increasingly  reliant
on technology and AL We
believe that supporting the
government’s efforts to build a
secure digital economy requires
more than just providing
technological solutions.
It necessitates building an
integrated system that enhances
the preparedness of public and

private institutions to confront
escalating  cyber threats,
ensuring business continuity
and protecting data and digital
infrastructure.

“ Regarding addressing the
challenges facing vital sectors
using artificial intelligence,
he said, “Cyber threats are
evolving at an un precedented
pace, especially 1 n critical
sectors such as i n dustry,
telecommunication s , and
financial service s . At Raya
Information Tech n ology, we
rely on Al-power e d security
solutions and ad v anced
consulting services that help
organizations pr o actively
detect and respond to threats.
We also continue to invest
in future techno 1 ogies.
The group establ i shed
Raya Digital to e xpand its
automation and A services
and solutions, e n hancing
our ability to s u pport
organizations in accelerating
digital transfor m ation and
improving operat i onal
efficiency while maintaining
the highest levels of security
and digital res i lience. A
specialized cyb e rsecurity
company is currently being
established und e r the Raya
Information Tec h nology
umbrella, refle c¢ ting the
group’s commit m ent to
strengthening its investments
in one of the most important
and fastest-growing sectors.”

It’s Time for Africa and the Arab World to Lead Global Digital Development
in Cooperation with All Leadlng Parties and Countries

By: Islam Tawfik

Osama Kamal, C hairman of Mercury
Communications , the organizer of the
CAISEC 2026 conference and exhibition,
affirmed that technology was once an
independent sector, but today it has become
the primary driver and infrastructure for
all sectors. He added that the CAISEC
Cybersecurity Conference was launched
five years ag o, specifically in 2022,
coinciding w ith the Russian-Ukrainian
crisis and its subsequent repercussions,
which direct ly impacted the global
cybersecurit y landscape.

During his o pening remarks at the fifth

edition of t he CAISEC Information
Security and Cybersecurity Conference, he
explained that the period from the Russian-
Ukrainian cr isis to the current regional
challenges h as proven that crises create
opportunities and drive the necessity and

inevitability of development. He noted that
it is time for Africa and the Arab world to
actively participate in leading the global
development process, in cooperation with
various stakeholders and leading countries
in this field.

He emphasized that the digital sovereignty
of Arab and African countries is no less
important than sovereignty over land and
airspace, which necessitates keeping pace
with all the rapid developments in the fields
of cybersecurity and information security.
He explained that these issues will be at the
forefront of the topics to be discussed at the
CAISEC 2026 conference and exhibition
during its fifth edition.

Cisco: Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity are Two Sides of the Same Coin and
Require Broad Partnerships to Address Rapidly Evolving Risks

By: Wael Magdy

Mohamed Kam el, General Manager of
Cisco in Egypt, Libya, and Sudan, affirmed
that cybersecurity and artificial intelligence
have become inextricably linked and
cannot be addressed in isolation, given the
rapid development of digital technologies
and the increasing scale and complexity of
cyber threats.

In his addr ess during the opening
session of the fifth CAISEC Information
Security an d Cybersecurity Conference,
he explaine d that artificial intelligence
applications now play a pivotal role in data
analysis, i dentifying different systems,
and monitor ing potential threats. This
contributes to enhancing organizations’
ability to protect their digital assets and

manage risk s more effectively.
He emphasiz ed that Cisco believes
digital trust is a cornerstone of successful

digital ~ tra  nsformation,
noting that the company
collaborate s with various
entities an d institutions to
help them s trengthen their
cybersecuri ty readiness and
increase th eir resilience
against sop histicated
attacks pow ered by artificial
intelligenc e technologies.
He added th at addressing
current cyb  ersecurity
challenges requires enhanced
cooperation

and partnerships between

the cyberse curity community, through a
shared comm itment to building a digital
environment that combines innovation and

security.
He noted that the rapid
advancements in artificial

' intelligence are opening up
vast horizons and exceptional
opportunities for growth and
i development, expressing his
{ optimism about the future
and the ability of various
stakeholders to utilize these
technologies responsibly,
contributing to the creation
of more opportunities and
well-being and sustainable

enhancing
governments , industry, academia, and development for all.

Mastercard Cyber Pulse Report reveals how strengthening

digital esilence supports economic continuity
By : Wael Magdy

Mastercard released its inaugural Cyber Pulse report,

Dubai Future Foundation and IBM global study shows

UAE ahead of peers in Al governance adoption

By : Rasha Hagag
Dubai Future Foundation (DFF), in collaboration with

eFinance Launches a Comprehensive Suite of Advanced
Solutions to Enhance Cybersecurlty and Protect Digital Services

By: Bakinam Khaled eFinance’s sponsorship of operational readiness for information security and

IBM Institute for Business Value, has launched a new | eFinance, the technology the CAISEC 2026 Summit, organizations. E-Finance cyber resilience. offering a comprehensive view of the evolving cyber
global study examining the growing importance of | company specializing  its largest edition ever, is also highlighting the use  Ibrahim Sarhan, Chairman | threat landscape across Eastern Europe, the Middle
artificial intelligence governance and its role in enabling | in  operating  financial —underscores its ongoing of modern technologies and Managing Director | East, and Africa (EEMEA) over the last year.

institutions to scale AI adoption with confidence, | institutions  within  the commitment to supporting and artificial intelligence of E-Finance Group for | The report combines regional threat intelligence

resilience, and long-term impact. eFinance Group for Financial ~ the cybersecurity to develop early threat Financial and Digital | from Mastercard’s Cyber Insights platform with
The study titled ‘Orchestrating Al at scale for sovereignty | and Digital Investments, ecosystem and digital detection capabilities and Investments, stated: | organizational cyber health assessments from
and resilience’ highlights the UAE’s strong global | announced its participation —transformation in Egypt. improve incident response  “Cybersecurity is a | RiskRecon, a tool which allows companies to evaluate
positioning in adopting Al orchestration platforms, where | in the fifth edition of the This commitment aims speed, supporting the fundamental pillar for | the level of security of their internet-facing assets.

to bolster confidence in
the digital infrastructure,
a cornerstone of digital

CAISEC 2026 Information
Security and Cybersecurity
Conference and Exhibition.

it outpaces global peers. Around 20% of organisations in
the country are currently implementing Al governance
platforms, compared to 12% globally, the data reveals.

transition to more proactive
and efficient cybersecurity
models for dealing with

the sustainability of the
digital economy, especially
given the rapid evolution

This also includes advanced threat intelligence from
Recorded Future - acquired by Mastercard in December
2024 - which continuously analyzes data to identify

Based on insights from more than 1,000 senior executives | As the official sponsor of economy growth. eFinance advanced  cybersecurity evolving  risks. of digital threats and | emerging cyber threats and risk patterns.

across 20 countries and 23 sectors, the study explores | the conference for the fifth plays a vital role in solutions. These include E-Finance is also the increasing reliance | With visibility across evolving threat activity and the
how organisations are evolving their approaches to | consecutive year, eFinance managing and operating Management, Detection, participating in several on electronic services. | practical impact on businesses and governments, the
Al governance to enhance performance, improve | will showcase its latest digital  platforms and and Response (MDR) panel discussions and Therefore, we continue to | report translates cyber risk into insights that matter
adaptability, and strengthen operational resilience | solutions, technologies, — government payment  services, Digital  specialized events within invest in developing our | for operational resilience, economic continuity, and
amid accelerating global change. Notably, 98% of | and specialized services in  services directly linked to  Forensics and Incident the summit, showcasing its ~ security capabilities and | long-term trust in the digital economy.

UAE executives acknowledge they must now factor | the field of cybersecurity, critical —sectors, making Response (DIR) services, expertise and experience in  solutions to keep pace | Global research underscores just how material cyber
sovereignty into their business strategies, compared to | contributing to strengthening ~ cybersecurity an essential ~and  digital  platform  cybersecurity and digital ~with these rapid changes | risk has become for businesses in our region. Analysis
93% globally. the protection of digital element in the design and  solutions, all within an infrastructure protection, and enhance the ability of | cited IBM cost of data breach report 2025 shows that
Organizations in the UAE report slightly lower levels of | infrastructure and enhancing ~ operation of these services.  integrated framework as well as contributing to institutions to protect their | the average cost of a data breach in the Middle East is
concern than global peers when it comes to managing Al | the readiness of institutions During the conference, designed to strengthen discussions on the most digital assets and ensure the | nearly US$7.29 million per incident - 64% higher than
complexity. For example, 48% of UAE executives say | to face the growing cyber the company will  digital infrastructure  prominent challenges and  continuity of their services | the global average - reinforcing why cyber resilience
they struggle to manage the complexity resulting from | threats. showcase a range of its protection and enhance future trends related to efficiently and reliably.” | today is firmly a leadership and board-level concern.

too many Al assets, compared to 52% globally.

Findings indicate that organisations adopting structured
Al governance frameworks are better positioned to scale
Al deployment effectively, generate stronger business

Egyptian Talents Shine on the Global Stage at Huawei ICT Competition 2025-2026 Global Finals

The findings show that cybercrime across the region
increased in early 2026 following a period of geopolitical
instability, underscoring the need for organizations to
move beyond awareness and towards sustained cyber

First Prize for their Manetho
app, an Al-powered translator
specifically designed to decode
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs in
real-time. While the Network Track
team of Rami Khalid Kamal El Din
Moharam (Arab Open University),
Kerolos Magdy Lotfy Habib
(Assiut University), and Mohamed
Khaled Eid Youssef (Future
Higher Institute of Engineering in
Fayoum) secured Second Prize.
Further  highlighting ~ Egypt’s
contribution to the competition,
Dr. Mohamed Maher, Faculty of
information systems and computer
science, October 6 University,
was recognized among only 16
instructors globally to receive the
Most Valuable Instructor Award,
reflecting the important role of

By : Islam Tawfik

Egyptian teams have achieved a
remarkable milestone at Huawei
ICT Competition 2025-2026 Global
Finals, held in Shenzhen, China,
by winning two Grand Prizes in
Computing and Cloud, securing first
place in the Innovation track, and
second place in the Network track.
In addition, Dr. Mohamed Mabher,
Faculty of Information Systems
and Computer Science, October 6
University, was recognized as The
Most Valuable Instructor at the
global level.

Egypt’s Cloud and Computing
Track teams both secured Grand
Prizes at the competition. The
Cloud Track team — Abdelrahman

Abd El Latief Talha (Beni Suef
National University), and Mohamed
Salaheldin Abouelkhir (Mansoura
University) — were recognized
for their outstanding performance
in cloud technologies and practical
problem-solving, while the
Computing Track team — Mahmoud
Ahmed Alameldin (King Salman
International  University), Ahmed
Omar Nawara (Arab Academy for
Science, Technology and Maritime
Transport), and Karim Gamal (Ain
Shams University) — were awarded
for their advanced expertise in
computing  technologies.

In the Innovation track, students
Ibram Anwar, Beshoy Magdy
Botros, and Ahmed EI-Khouly

educators in developing the next
generation of ICT professionals.
The Global Final concluded the
largest edition in the competition’s
history, attracting more than
220,000 university students and
faculty from over 2,000 higher
education institutions across more
than 100 countries and regions.
Following national and regional
rounds, 177 teams from 49
countries and regions advanced to
the Global Final.

William Zheng, Director of Business
Environment Affairs at Huawei
Egypt, stated: “The achievements of
Egyptian teams at this year’s Huawei
ICT Competition Global Final
reflect a long-term commitment to
talent development and knowledge
transfer.

outcomes, and achieve higher returns on investment.
However, only 13% of organisations in the UAE currently
apply comprehensive Al governance frameworks across
all initiatives, highlighting a key opportunity for further
development.

His Excellency Khalfan Juma Belhoul, CEO of the
Dubai Future Foundation, said: “This report underscores
the importance of empowering both the public and
private sectors to adopt advanced Al applications and
expand their use in line with best governance practices.
This aligns with our ongoing efforts to deliver the
objectives of the ‘Dubai Universal Blueprint for Artificial
Intelligence’, launched by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown
Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defence, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Dubai Future Foundation, and implemented by the
Dubai Centre for Artificial Intelligence in collaboration
with government entities and leading local and global L . . ! ]
technology companies, to further strengthen Dubai’s | Adel ~Elbahrawy (Ain Shams from Misr University for Science infrastructure are the primary targets for attackers,
leadership in this critical future-focused sector.” University), Ahmed Mohamed and Technology (MUST) earned accounting for 66% of all targets.

readiness and resilience. The report also identifies that
financially motivated and disruptive activity accounts
for 71% of observed cybercrime across EEMEA,
reinforcing the need for stronger cyber readiness across
sectors.

“Cyber resilience is synonymous with business
resilience and operational wellbeing. Our first Cyber
Pulse report highlights the importance for organizations
adopting a proactive and integrated approach to
cybersecurity alongside consistent vigilance. At
Mastercard, we are committed to empowering our
partners and customers with the intelligence, tools,
and expertise they need to navigate the complex cyber
landscape, secure their digital assets, and build a more
secure digital future for everyone who engages in the
digital economy,” said Selin Bahadirli, Executive Vice
President Services, EEMEA, Mastercard.

The Mastercard Cyber Pulse Report notes that
business systems, customer information, and physical
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