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LogRhythm and MCS Partner to Deliver Cyhersecurity Solutions

By ; Basel Khaled - Mohamed Shawky (

serves 4,000 customers globally and has
been given the Customer Choice title from
the Gartner Peer Insights Customers Choice
for SIEM report.

“As digital transformation accelerates across
the Middle East and Africa, organizations
need a secure foundation for adopting new
applications and services. Together with
MCS, we are enabling them to deploy inno-
vative cybersecurity solutions with a simple
and efficient model. Our partnership is fo-
cused on helping more organizations man-
age their risk, reduce complexity and benefit
from a ‘security first’ approach,” said Mazen
A. Dohaji, Vice President, India, Middle East,
Turkey & Africa (iIMETA) at LogRhythm.
“This is an opportunity to provide cyberse-
curity in some of the most rapidly digitizing
markets in the world”

MCS will offer LogRhythm’s NextGen SIEM
platform to its new and existing customers
across the Middle East and 10 eastern and
central African countries. It combines cy-
bersecurity solutions with its suite of SD-

LogRhythm, the company powering today’s
security operations centers (SOCs), and
Mideast Communication Systems (MCS),
the leading value-added distributor in the
Middle East and Africa, have partnered
to deliver next-generation security infor-
mation and event management (NextGen
SIEM) solutions to organizations across the
Middle East and East Africa. The partner-
ship enables public and private organiza-
tions to deploy LogRhythm’s NextGen SIEM
and benefit from automation, advanced
intelligence engine, machine learning and
range of cybersecurity technologies and
techniques.

LogRhythm operates across six continents
and enables organizations to successfully
reduce risk by rapidly detecting, responding
to and neutralizing cyberthreats. The Log-
Rhythm platform combines user and entity
behavior analytics (UEBA), network traffic
and behavior analytics (NTBA) and secu-
rity automation, orchestration and response

SOAR) in a single end-to-end solution. It

WAN, cloud enablement, automation, data
management and other enterprise IT solu-
tions. LogRhythm will provide the MCS
team with technical training in its platform

to ensure seamless delivery for customers.
“Cybersecurity is a core pillar of our offering
and it adds value to all of the other solutions
that we deliver. Our partnership with Log-
Rhythm enables us to take a world-leading
platform and deliver it in rapidly transform-
ing local markets,” said, Ali Azzam, Vice
President at MCS. “We partnered with
LogRhythm because of its proven technol-
ogy as well as its commitment to partners
and end customers. It is continually evolv-
ing its technology and services to benefit a
growing number of organizations. We look
forward to growing our businesses together
and enabling the success of our customers in
a growing number of markets in the Middle
East and Africa”
Headquartered in Cairo, Egypt, MCS has
built a track record of enabling the success of
its customers across multiple African mar-
kets. In 2020, MCS launched a permanent
office in Nairobi to manage MCS operations
in eastern and central Africa. In 2023, MCS
plans to serve most of the African continent
with on the ground presence.

OPPO Eyes Android Top Spot as New Smartphone Stakes Claim on High-End Market

By ; Bakinam Khaled - Nahla Ahmed

The world-leading smart device brand
OPPO, launches its latest smartphone in
China, the Find X3 Pro, as it continues its
expansion into the high-end Android mar-
ket. The new addition to the Find X Series
includes a futuristic high-end design, in-
dustry-leading display and excellent all-
round camera system, all aimed at provid-
ing the best possible user experience.

The Find X3 Pro is the world’s first Android
phone to capture, process and display one-
billion color images, thanks to OPPO’s
Full-path Color Management System. This
innovation highlights the brand’s commit-
ment to becoming the top Android phone

«

manufacturer in the world.

Lie Liu, President of Global Marketing,
CMO of Chinese Mainland at OPPO, said:
For the past 10 years OPPO has continu-
ally set trends, created benchmarks and sur-
passed industry standards with its Find X
Series smartphones. OPPO’s designers and

engineers pour the most innovative tech-
nologies and latest product design thinking
into every one of our products. We want to
empower our users with the capability to
explore further and achieve more, and the
Find X3 Pro embodies this spirit with stun-
ning aesthetics and a human-centric user
experience.”

Find X3 Pro sets a new standard in smart-
phone excellence with its billion-color ca-

By : Saber Mohamed - Nahla Makled

A new survey by PwC in 19 countries, including
four across the GCC, reveals that the way people
work and the expectations they have for their
employers has seen significant shifts in light of
COVID-19. Reflecting the speed at which or-
ganisations needed to accelerate and develop
their digital upskilling programmes to keep up
with the change technology has presented.
The survey titled “Hopes & Fears -Insights from
the GCC” found that despite the pandemic,
GCC workers sentiment about the future is posi-
tive, with 61% of workers saying they are excited
or confident about what the future holds, while
only 27% say they are worried. Additionally, as
a result of the accelerated digital transforma-
tion caused by the pandemic, 71% believe that
technology provides more opportunities than
risks, while 40% claimed to have improved their
digital skills during this time.However, there is
a growing concern that many jobs will become
obsolete in the next 5 years due to technological
advances, says 58% of the survey respondents.
Commenting on the findings Randa Bahsoun,
Partner, New world.
New skills. Leader at PwC Middle East said:
“While enabling digital transformation and
growing the digital economy has been a pillar of
national reform agendas in the GCC, COVID-19
has accelerated this along with the evolving be-
haviors of a young, tech-savvy population.” It
has been evident that employers that provided
the necessary skills and technology during the
migration to online and remote work were able
to provide a seamless transition into this new
way of working, while others were forced to play
catch-up. And, although remote working is here

Middie East survey
A\

to stay for the time being, 72% of employees said
that they prefer a mixture of in-person and re-
mote working, with only 9% stating theyd like
to go to the office full-time, and 19% wanting to
remain fully remote.

As more digitally savvy Millennials and Gen Z’s
dominate the workforce in a time of crisis and
uncertainty, digital learning has become more
important than ever. As a matter of urgency,
young people need digital skills to embrace this
digital world and workforce. This is widely ac-
cepted, with 86% of people surveyed stating that
they are confident they can adapt to new tech-
nology entering their workplace. With around
60% of respondents in the 18-to-34 age group,
this cohort is made up of “digital natives”, fa-
miliar with constant online interaction in their
working and private lives and accustomed to
rapid technological change. With a large part of
their careers ahead of them, the survey findings
show that when this group looks to the digitised
future, they see employment prospects which
they fully intend to seize.

pability. Featuring true billion color pho-
tography and display, impossibly-curved
futuristic design, flagship Qualcomm® pow-
er and best-in-class VOOC Flash Charging
technology. With a quad-camera system
created to capture worlds within worlds,
Find X3 Pro can record everything, from
all-encompassing wide-angle landscapes to
microscopic detail within detail.

“We’re excited to support OPPO as they
launch their next generation flagship Find
X3 Pro based on our latest Snapdragon 888
5G Mobile Platform,” said Alex Katouzian,
SVP and President, Mobile, Compute, and
Infrastructure, Qualcomm Technologies,
Inc. “Qualcomm Technologies and OPPO
share a long-standing vision to deliver the

best-in-class mobile experiences to con-
sumers and the Find X3 Pro is designed to
do just that”

RAYA Contact Center Services IS Among the Top 100
Outsourcing Companies Around the World

By : Mohamed El Kholy - Adel Farig

Consistent  with
its strategic vi-
sion that aims to
strengthen brand
equity of busi-
nesses ambitious-
ly attempting to
satisfy customers,
RAYA  Contact
Center (RCQ)
announced that
it has been se-
lected by the
International As-
sociation of Outsourcing Professionals
(IAOP), based in the USA, to join the
2021 Global Outsourcing 100 list, as one
of the world’s best outsourcing service
providers. This acknowledgement is a
substantial achievement globally and
it further builds on RAYAs significant
contributions to the outsourcing indus-
try worldwide.Honoring RAYA Contact
Center with this recognition comes as a
crown of its great progress, as one of the
key players in the field of outsourcing
globally. The company offers top-notch
customer support and technical solu-
tions in 25 different languages across
high-tech global sites spanning three
continents. In 2020, RCC has achieved
a new customer growth rate of nearly
150%, which is consistent with the crite-
ria of the ranking, determined by a panel
of JAOP members with extensive expe-
rience in selecting the best outsourc-

ing service providers.Choosing RAYA

Contact Center
for this recogni-
tion in 2021 was
based on four
judging catego-
ries;  including
customer refer-
ences and satis-
faction with the
service rendered.
Already, RCC
has received
great praise from
customers  for
the service pro-

vided; Awards and Certifications won
by the company, which recognizes the
company’s contributions to this prom-
ising sector; the technology used by the
company,
experiences, chatbots, and robotic pro-
cess automation (RPA); and finally, the
assessment process considered corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR) in RCC
and how it contributes to achieving
sustainable development goals, through
providing sustainable employment op-
portunities in addition to training and
qualifying university students to meet
the requirements of the labour market.
“Choosing the right partners is more im-
portant than ever”, said Debbie Hamill,
CEO of IAOP. Therefore, the inclusion of
RAYA Contact Center to the list of the
world’s best outsourcing service provid-
ers is a sign of customers’” confidence in
the company.

as multi-channel customer

talabat expands into dark Stores, launches 30-minute grocery delivery service in Egynt

By ; Bakinam Khaled - Adel Faeig

Talabat announced the launch of
talabat mart in Egypt today. ta-
labat mart is the company’s Quick
Commerce (q-commerce) concept,
delivering groceries to customers
within 30 minutes, 24 hours a day.
The dark stores concept (also
known as virtual or delivery-only
stores) will deliver groceries to
customers’ doorstep in less than 30
minutes, talabat claimed in a press
conference earlier today.

“We have expanded into grocery
deliveries recently using a market-
place model. But with the launch of
dark stores, which is the first of its
kind in the region, talabat is bet-
ting big on grocery delivery. We
aim at making the life of the Egyp-

tian consumer easier by providing
services, that is not available in the
market which is the consistency of
the delivery time, a wider variety
and a seamless ordering experi-
ence”” stated Hadeer Shalaby, Tala-
bat Egypt’s Managing Director.

talabat already launched over 20
dark stores all over Greater Cairo.
talabat mart dark stores are pow-
ered by cutting-edge technology,
designed to enable order prepa-
ration efficiently by the talabat’s
in-store team. Each store is also
strategically located across the city
to guarantee the best delivery ra-
dius is achieved in order to deliver
in under 30 minutes. The range
of products features sold through
talabat mart include grocery, de-
tergents, fresh food, butchery and

ready meals products and more
- offered at affordable price points,

and with unbeatable convenience.
“Our customers are our main focus,

and we are proud to be able to tack-

talabat[[IE%]

le their everyday grocery shopping
challenges. With talabat mart the
Egyptian consumer’s household
needs are just 2 clicks away, and
the order will be received within

an unprecedented delivery time
of under 30 mins. as we lead the
charge in the Q-commerce space
to become the go-to online store
for customers all over Egypt,” add-
ed Ahmad Yousry talabat mart’s
General Manager.

talabat mart is starting with gro-
ceries but will very quickly expand
into other verticals. This Mother’s
day we are introducing new items
like Blenders and Kettles among
other kitchen equipment for those
who need saving with a last minute
gift.

talabat is Egypt’s favorite online
food ordering platform, and one
of the biggest in the Middle East &
North Africa. It originally started
in Egypt in 1999 as “oltlob” when
online

-
) Connecting future ports with
private cellular networks

Bu: Taimur Lodhi,

(Erategic Marketing Director, Ericsson )
Increases in global development and international
populations have put bigger demands on trade
and in turn, ports and shipping. To manage the
boom, ports are improving operations and effi-
ciency with automation, powered by 5G-ready pri-
vate cellular networks. For our newest report, we
collaborated with experts to detail the connected
future of ports and develop five use cases that illus-
trate how to surf the rising tide.According to the
World Bank, trade represented more than 60% of
the global gross domestic product (GDP) in 2019.
And 90% of the world’s trade is facilitated by the
shipping industry, according to the International
Chamber of Shipping. The vast importance of fu-
ture ports to shipping makes them a vital element
for the function of the global economy.According
to statistics data from the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade Development, of the four main
types of shipping vessels (oil, bulk cargo, general
cargo, and globally standardized containers), the
container vessels carry most of the world’s non-
bulk items. Many marine terminal operators are
seeking new ways to optimize operations through
automation. However, container ports have made
the most strides in automation to date. This is
primarily due to the consistent and standardized
nature of the cargo.In the past, ports operated in-
dependently from their peers and exhibited little
international collaboration. With a globally stan-
dardized container, ports were able to form global
container alliances, creating more scalable and au-
tomated processes. As smart, connected facilities
document additional gains and efficiencies, port
operators are increasingly interested in deploy-
ing new solutions. However, the high density of
devices in a mature smart port presents new chal-
lenges and connectivity requirements to manage.
Ericsson’s latest research shows that future ports
can create new cost reductions—with an ROI of
178% - as well as increased port worker safety and
more responsible environmental impact.The fu-
ture of ports: an ocean of opportunity

The shipping industry is set to grow over the next
decade. Cargotec, in its Investor presentation
(2020), indicated a compound annual growth rate
(CARG) of 3.6% for the global container through-
put from 2013 to 2024. To handle the growth and
increased traffic, future ports will need to adopt
smarter and more efficient operations.

Ericsson’s report, “Connected Ports - A guide to
making ports smarter with private cellular tech-
nology,” details the challenges that ports face.
We examined how private cellular networks —
typically 4G and 5G — will play a critical role in
overcoming these by delivering high-speed con-
nectivity, low latency, and strong performance in
environments with high device density. Further,
the report features a deep-dive analysis of five
high-value use cases that illustrate how 5G-ready
networks address specific pain points and offer a
path to the future.To map the connected ports op-
portunities, Ericsson collaborated with researchers
from Arthur D. Little and experts from ifm elec-
tronic GmbH, a global leader in sensor technology
and the Industry 4.0 journey. Navigating stormy
seasThe increasing international populations and
economic development are also causing consumer
and industrial trade demands to grow, and so too
must container shipping adapt to keep up. The
swell in activity ahead puts more pressure on ports
to be more efficient and sustainable while offering
more competitive pricing to keep attracting major
shipping lines. Port operators are turning to auto-
mation and digital transformation to manage any
growing pains or choppy waters ahead.The report
details the key challenges faced by ports and how
digital transformation can help companies inno-
vate around risky and time-consuming operations
to reap returns. For example, if ports adopt remote
control or automation for cranes or other equip-
ment, they reduce the risk of harm to onsite hu-
man operators and improve efficiency.Addition-
ally, the report shares the path necessary to bridge
the connectivity gaps in future ports. Since previ-
ous automation and digital transformation efforts
relied on communication technologies that can
no longer handle the density, bandwidth, and la-
tency required today, teams need a new approach.
For instance, automated guided vehicles navigate
throughout the ports as driverless forklifts and
other materials handling vehicles. These moving
vehicles require ample bandwidth and a reliable
connection.5G-ready private cellular networks en-
able mission-critical communication services, like
voice and data services. In the future, this will help
prevent injury, minimize economic impact dur-
ing disasters or emergencies, and decrease future
financial or economic risk.5G also means smooth
sailing in the future when it comes to positioning
accuracy, reliable connectivity for moving objects,
as well as using only one backhaul for all services.
This ensures port operators can streamline the ap-
proach instead of installing several pieces of net-
work equipment on a crane, for example.Charting
the courseTo test the value in connected ports,
we devised a baseline port with ifm electronic
GmbH. The baseline port represents one of the
top 100 container ports in the world with approxi-
mately 4 million TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent
units) per year, generating roughly USD 400 mil-
lion in revenue.We analyzed 5 use cases according
to their potential for generating strong value, as

\_well as their feasibility. J
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PC Shipments in EMEA Countries Jumped to 82.3M Units in 2020, En-
tire Market to lirow hy Another 17%in 2021

By : Basel Khaled - Nahla
Makled

The ongoing COVID-19
lockdown continues driv-
ing a surge in demand for
PCs allowing billions of
people to work, study or en-
tertain at-home.As one of
the fastest-growing regions
globally, Europe, the Middle
East and Africa (EMEA)
witnessed an impressive PC
unit shipments growth last
year. However, 2021 is set to
deliver a new record.

According to data presented
by Finaria.it, PC shipments
in the EMEA countries
jumped by almost 10 million
units and hit 82.3 million in
2020. This figure is forecast
to grow by another 17% and
rise to 96.4 million units in
2021.Ultraslim  Notebook

Shipments to Surge by 37%
YoY to 42.6 Million Units

As a reaction to the pan-
demic, the demand for PCs
in the EMEA region, includ-
ing notebooks and desktop
PCs, continues to be very
strong across all commer-
cial sectors and in the con-
sumer space, revealed the
IDC surveyln 2019, 72.7
million PCs were shipped
across the EMEA region.
However, due to remote
working, home entertain-
ment, and distance learning
amid an ongoing pandemic,
consumer demand for PCs
drove the market momen-
tum, with the number of
shipped units rising by 13%
in 2020.The IDC survey
shows this figure will rise
by another 16 million in
2021. However, after a peak

in 2021, PC shipments in
the region are expected to
drop in the next two years
reaching 86.5 million units
by 2025.Statistics show that
2021 is expected to witness
a surge in demand for ultra-
slim notebooks in Europe,
the Middle East and Africa,
with the number of shipped

units growing by 35% YoY
to 42.6 million. By 2025,
this figure is forecast to rise
to 46 million.Traditional
notebook shipments are
forecast to slightly increase
to 25 million units in 2021.
However, the IDC predicts
this number to plunge to
15.4 million by 2025.

Convertible notebooks are
also expected to witness an
increasing trend, with the
number of shipped units
rising to 9.2 million in the
next four years, up from 7.7
million in 2021.Traditional
PC sales are forecast to wit-
ness the biggest drop, with
the number of shipped units
falling from 15.6 million in
2021 to 12.1 million in 2025.
Lenovo’'s and Dell’s PC Sales
Rose in 2020, HP’s Market
Share Dropped Down

The IDC data also revealed
that Lenovo remained the
market leader in the EMEA
region. In the fourth quarter
of 2019, the Chinese tech
giant had a 25.5% market
share, with 5.3 million ship-
ments.In the fourth quar-
ter of 2020, the number of
shipped units jumped to

6.2 million, while its market
share slightly increased to
25.7%.

As the second-largest PC
vendor in Europe, the Mid-
dle East and Africa, HP hit
5.5 million shipments in
the fourth quarter of 2020,
down from almost 5.9 mil-
lion in Q4 2019. Statistics
also show its market share
dropped from 28.3% to
23.2% in this period.

The IDC data show that
Dell’s market share, as the
third-largest PC vendor
in the region and globally,
rose from 13.8% in Q4 2019
to 14.7% in Q4 2020. The
US computer technology
company also witnessed an
increase in PC shipments,
with the figure rising from
2.86 million in Q4 2019 to
3.54 million in Q4 2020.

EGYPTAIR Tourism and Duty Free Go. lamls Cloud Contract with IBM

By: Basel Khaled - Mohamed Al-

Khouly of the continuity of its pivotal and
pioneering role as one of thelargest
Engineer Adel Hamed, Manag- and oldest telecommunications ser-

ing Director and CEO of Telecom
Egypt,received a high-level delega-
tion from the Libyan International
Telecommunication Company,
headed by Engineer Adel Abu Faris,
Chairmanof the Board of Direc-
tors of the company, where the del-
egation isvisiting Telecom Egypt to
discuss ways of joint cooperation
in thefield of international commu-
nications and the transfer ofcom-
munication traffic between the two
countries The visit comes as anaffir-
mation of the great confidence that
Telecom Egypt enjoys in the

CEO of Telecom Egypt,

for internationalconnect

proving the performance

cations services, and an affirmation-

vice providers in the world.The two
sides discussed means of joint co-
operation in internationalconnec-
tivity, including international data
and voice services.Engineer Adel
Hamed, Managing Director and

emphasized that raising the efficien-
cy of the trans-boundaryterrestrial
network is of strategic importance

neighboring countries, and that this
cooperationwill be reflected in im-

tionaltelecommunications services

ivity with

of interna-  Egypt.

tureextending around the world for
the submarine cables of Telecom

And the transfer of international

that the coming period will witness
the provision of morecommuni-
cation services that serve the two
peoples in the first placeand the

cially after the companysinitiative
to plan the HARP maritime system,
which will link theentire African
continent with Egypt and Europe.
For his part, Eng. Adel Abu Fares,
Chairman of the Board of Director-
sof the Libyan Company for Inter-
national Communications, said that
thisvisit comes within the frame-
work of exchanging experiences
between thetwo companies and
opening horizons for joint coopera-
tion in the fieldof communications
and technology, explaining that
the LibyanInternational Telecom-
munication Company is looking
forward to morepartnerships with
Telecom Egypt to provide services
Advancedtechnology in the two

field of international telecommuni-

and benefiting from the infrastruc-

traffic to Libya, Hamed alsostressed

African continent in general, espe-

countries.

Ericsson USA 9G Smart Factory recognized as ‘Glob-
al Lighthouse’ by the World Economic Forum

By : Bakinam Khaled - Saber Mohamed

Ericsson’s USA 5G Smart Factory in Lewisville, Texas, has
been recogmzed by the World Economic Forum as a global |
front runner in the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). The |
Forum has awarded the site with its prestigious “*Global
Lighthouse” designation in recognition of Ericsson’s deploy-
ment of next-generation technology at the site and its subse-
quent impact — including an impressive 2.2 times improved
output per employee when compared to a similar site with-
out the automation and 4IR improvements.

The site is the first Ericsson factory to receive this recogni-
tion by the Forum for adoption of 4IR technologies at scale
with demonstrated benefits to date. Since commencing op-
erations in early 2020, the USA 5G Smart Factory team has
developed 25 different use cases, to be deployed at scale in

less than 12 months.

When compared to a similar site without its automation
and 4IR improvements, the 5G automated factory with con-
nected robots has delivered 120 percent improved output
per employee and 65 percent reduction in manual material

handling.

Integrated environmental systems have been designed to re-
duce energy consumption by 24 percent, indoor water usage
by 75 percent when compared to a similar building and the
factory is powered by 100 percent renewable electricity. Er-
icsson is also pursuing **LEED Gold and LEED Zero Carbon
certifications for the smart factory, which will make it the
first Ericsson factory globally to achieve this distinction.

Fredrik Jejdling, Executive Vice President and Head of Net-
“Running fully automated factories
using the latest technologies is part of our strategy for a
more resilient and sustainable global supply chain. It shows
our commitment to continue working close to our custom-

works, Ericsson, says:

ers, ultimately enabling us to reduce emissions. This World

Economic Forum designation highlights the transformative
impact of 5G technology in general — and on our factories in
particular — to benefit business and society at large”

Francisco Betti, Head of Shaping the Advanced Manufactur-

ing and Production, World Economic Forum, says: “This is a

North America.

time of unparalleled industry transformation. The future be-
longs to those companies willing to embrace disruption and
capture new opportunities. Today’s disruptions, despite their
challenges, are a powerful invitation to re-envision growth.
The lighthouses are illuminating the future of manufacturing
and the future of the industry”

Ericsson has invested in the next generation of supply chains
to create a customized, sustainable, and end-to-end con-
nected supply chain across the globe. In the US, Ericsson has
invested more than USD 100million in its first 5G Smart Fac-
tory. The factory primarily serves Ericsson 5G customers in

UMware Evolves Developer and Al-Ready Infra-
structure to Advance Digital Business

By : Mohamed EI Kholy - Saber Mo-
hamed

VMware, Inc. (NYSE: VMW) has an-
nounced portfolio updates to help cus-
tomers modernize their applications
and infrastructure. The new releases of
vSphere 7 and vSAN 7 will help IT teams
support new and existing applications
with infrastructure that is developer and
Al-ready; scales without compromise;
boosts infrastructure and data security;
and simplifies operations.

“Infrastructure owners are racing to sup-
port exciting new containerized applica-
tions, such as advanced AI workloads,
without compromising security, said
Lee Caswell, vice president, marketing,
Cloud Platform Business Unit, VMware.
“VMware is helping vSphere admins ex-
pand their influence beyond traditional
virtualized applications to new enter-

prise Al environments through our part-
nership with NVIDIA, to high-capac-
ity HCI use cases with HCI Mesh from
vSAN, and to security-sensitive contain-
erized workloads that can benefit from
the SEV-ES security feature in AMD
EPYC processors. These new capabilities
allow infrastructure to seamlessly meet
the rapid pace of application change”
Today, VMware is announcing the next
step in the collaboration with NVIDIA
to deliver an Al-Ready Enterprise plat-
form (read partnership announcement
from VMworld 2020) that combines the
industry-leading compute virtualization
software of VMware vSphere and the in-
novation of NVIDIA Al Enterprise suite.
Updates to the AI-Ready Enterprise plat-
form include NVIDIA has exclusively
certified the new VMware vSphere 7 Up-
date 2 release for NVIDIA AI Enterprise
suite, a cloud-native collection of opti-

mized AI applications and frameworks,
for an end-to-end Al solution;vSphere
7 Update 2 introduces support for the
NVIDIA A100 Tensor Core GPUs in
NVIDIA-Certified SystemsTM. This,
with NVIDIA AI Enterprise, enables
customers to fold-in an end-to-end Al
solution with confidence on their exist-
ing enterprise virtualization platform,
instead of running Al projects in sepa-
rate unmanageable IT silos; and Cus-
tomers are also able to incorporate the
latest generation of NVIDIA GPUs into
their virtual environment and take ad-
vantage of features like Multi-Instance
GPU (MIG) allowing GPU cycles to be
shared across multiple users; vSphere
vMotion to provide live migration for
non-disruptive operations; and vSphere
Distributed Resource Scheduler (DRS)
for automatic initial workload place-
ment to avoid performance bottlenecks.

B IENEAS

By : Nahla Makled - Saber Mohamed

BlueStacks Inc., the pioneer of Android gaming on PC and
the world’s leading mobile gaming platform, launched its

biggest update ever —

BlueStacks 5 (Beta), a powerhouse

of speed and performance. It is a complete rewrite of the
product, internally code-named Robusta, built from the
ground up to consume significantly less memory and sup-

port ARM.

The year 2020 made a big impact on the gaming industry
and changed the way people spend their free time. 2021 is
likely to see nearly 2.8 Bn worldwide gamers, according to
a Newzoo report. With developers coming out with big-
ger and heavier games, more mobile gamers will play in
interruption-free environments and migrate to PC-based

platforms such as BlueStacks.
A typical BlueStacks user spends an average of 5

hours

playing mobile games every day. But mobile games were
not designed for such long play times. The FPS lock and
Long-flight features enable a smooth continuous game-
play, making the new BlueStacks 5 (Beta) a great platform
for marathon gaming sessions. With significantly faster
boot, install, and launch times, core gamers can now look
forward to amazing gameplay experiences for perfor-
mance-hungry RPGs, strategy, and other games.

Further, as many gamers tend to switch between Discord,
browsing, and gaming, the Eco-mode feature lets them
multi-task more efficiently than ever before. With the
vastly upgraded Multi-instance manager and Eco mode,
gamers can run more BlueStacks instances faster and with

the least lag.

BlueStacks 5 (beta) promises a 40% reduction in RAM us-
age over the previous version, making it the lightest and
fastest mobile gaming platform ever built.

“Our product has been downloaded over 1BN times since
the first launch. We listen to our over 500 million users
around the world and give them what they want. They
asked for truly immersive gameplay experience on an
easy-to-use, fast-performing platform that is not de-
manding on hardware specs. And BlueStacks 5 is giving
millions of gamers just that,” said Rosen Sharma, CEO of

BlueStacks Inc.

— =
It's time to make the business
case for gender equality

By :
Caroline Berns )
( Head of Talent Acquisition, Ericsson \

Middle East and Africa

As individuals, families and organizations around
the world come together to celebrate International
Women’s Day on March 8, many will focus on the
‘human’ element: celebrating women’s achieve-
ments, fundraising for female-focused charities,
and raising awareness about women’s equality.
Doing so is vital - but it isn't the entire story. Far
fewer will focus on the business case for gender
equality: the very fact that pushing for gender
equality makes extremely strong business sense.
Around the world, this fact may ultimately be the
one that helps business take action to address gen-
der equality.
Resilient and commercially viable organizations,
as we all know, play a vital role in economic growth
around the world and boost national economies.
Within these organizations, women, of course,
represent half of the total of employment potential
- meaning that developing the talents of women,
in turn, increases a particular organization’s com-
petitive advantage.
The statistics speak for themselves: a recent McK-
insey study of 1,000 companies across 12 coun-
tries found that firms that had taken steps to im-
prove gender equality were more profitable than
national averages. A separate study of Fortune 500
companies conducted by Catalyst found that or-
ganizations with high levels of gender equality in
management positions had 35% better return on
equity than firms that hadn’t taken similar steps.
Additionally, an EY study of the top 200 utilities
in the world found that companies with high lev-
els of gender equality on their boards had higher
returns on investments. In fact, the top 20 most
diverse utilities significantly outperformed the
bottom 20 — a difference that could be in the mil-
lions of dollars or more.
On a broader, macro level, gender parity in labor
markets would mean an additional $12 to $28 tril-
lion added to global GDP. To put that in perspec-
tive, that’s approximately the value of the Ameri-
can and Chinese economies of today — combined.
Across the region — and indeed, the world - there
remains work to be done. The rapid pace of tech-
nological changes means that women must con-
tinue to be heavily represented in higher educa-
tion, to allow them to play an equal role in the
future economy.
While governments across the region have collec-
tively made a commitment to gender equality in
varying degrees and with multiple local programs
in place, in the private sector, there remains a con-
cerning lack of true understanding regarding what
equality means — there are various factors that
must be considered in terms of equal pay, such as
bonuses and shares. Examining a wide variety of
factors will ensure true gender parity.
We've already noted the huge benefit that hav-
ing women in leadership and C-suite positions
would have on a business. Here again, businesses
in the region must re-double efforts. Part of this
will mean nurturing young female talents from
an early age, encouraging them to take additional
responsibilities and empowering them with the
skills they need to succeed.
The Covid-19 pandemic, of course, has exacer-
bated the need to focus on these issues. The WEF’s
2020 Gender Gap report, for example, found that
while women made up 39% of the global work-
force, they represented 54% percent of all job loss-
es. The Pandemic has also intensified challenges
that women already faced; working mothers for
example have always done a “double shift’—a
full day of work, followed by hours spent doing
household work and caring for children. As a
result of these dynamics, a study from McKinsey
conducted in partnership with LeanIn.Org in the
US found that more than one in four women are
contemplating what many would have considered
unthinkable just a few months ago: downshifting
their careers or leaving the workforce completely.
In this environment, it is high time to double - or
even triple — efforts to ensure that these issues are
addressed.
This year, the theme for International Women’s
Day is #ChooseToChallenge. Across all sectors,
that’s what businesses in this country and the wid-
er MENA region need to do: challenge and call out
gender bias and choose to make a change.

— —

Technology Innovation Institute’s Secure Systems
Research Centre Partners with Purdue University on
(Giame-Changing URV Security Project

By ; Nahla Makled - Basel Khaled

Technology Innovation Institute (TII), the applied re-
search pillar of the Advanced Technology Research
Council (ATRC), today announced that its Secure Sys-
tems Research Centre (SSRC) has partnered with Pur-
due University, a world-renowned US-based public re-
search university. The two entities are collaborating on a
three-year sophisticated cybersecurity project to ensure
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) can be used safely
and efficiently in urban operations.Secure Systems Re-
search Centre is one of initial seven dedicated research
centres at TII. The research collaboration with Purdue
University, titled ‘Cybersecurity for UAS Operations in
Urban Environment, includes the study of security and
resilience in cyber-physical and autonomous systems.
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