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With the signing of strategic partnerships, awards, and deals worth $54 million:

The Chamber of Technology (CIT) is promoting the regional expansion of technology companies during GITEX Global Dubai 2023

By: Bakinam Khaled

With the accelerating technological development
as a strategic core for the transition to a knowledge
economy, a delegation from the Chamber of
Information and Communications Technology (CIT),
sponsor of the digital industry, was keen to participate
in GITEX Global 2025, which was recently held at
the Dubai World Trade Center. A number of Egyptian
technology companies participated and were present,
as exhibitors, participants, and visitors, among
more than 6,800 companies from 180 countries, in
addition to 2,000 startups, including eight Egyptian
startups, to showcase the latest technologies in
the fields of artificial intelligence, biotechnology,
quantum computing, smart cities, cybersecurity, 5SG
technologies, and electronics. A Fruitful Partnership
Egyptian technology companies participating in
the exhibition succeeded in concluding several
commercial deals worth $54 million. Storm, a
company specializing in mobile and electronics
technology, concluded a number of new partnerships
and contracts. The company asserted that this year’s
participation was “fruitful and strategic at all levels.”
The company also entered into new cooperation
agreements with several regional partners to
strengthen its presence in the Maghreb and African
markets, as part of an ambitious expansion plan
being implemented by the company from its
regional center in the Dubai Free Trade Zone. Digital
Plants, an Egyptian company specializing in digital
solutions and services, also announced the signing of
a partnership agreement with SonicWALL, a global
company specializing in cybersecurity solutions, to

offer its solutions and the latest security technologies
to combat cyber threats in the Middle East. TestFlow
Al an Egyptian Al startup, also won the Deeb Tech
& Award at the Expand North Technology Startup
Exhibition, held in conjunction with GITEX Dubai
2025. This is a major achievement and a strong signal
that demonstrates the ability of Egyptian startups
to innovate in the semiconductor sector and even
compete globally.

Technological Partnership Opportunities

For his part, Engineer Khaled Ibrahim, Chairman of
the Chamber of Information and Communications
Technology (CIT), emphasized that this visit comes
within the Chamber’s vision to build an integrated
system to help Egyptian technology companies open
new foreign markets for their products and enhance
their role in the digital transformation process of
institutions in the Gulf region, both governmental
and private. It also aims to identify opportunities
for partnerships and joint investment in the field
of technology and provide the latest technological
solutions that Egyptian technology companies have
successfully implemented. Developing it.

He added that the Gulf market is a promising market
for Egyptian technology products, especially as all
governments in the region are embracing the digital
transformation process to implement the concept
of “smart government” and launching several
ambitious national initiatives to build independent
national infrastructures for artificial intelligence. In
light of the strong and historical relations between
Egypt and the Gulf region, we hope that Egyptian
technology companies will play a tangible role in

providing the latest technological solutions based
on artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, and
cloud computing.

Ibrahim indicated that the Chamber’s delegation
aimed to open horizons for technological

cooperation, identify mechanisms for promoting
Egyptian  technology solutions, build new
alliances, and support commercial partnerships
between Egyptian technology companies and their
counterparts in the United Arab Emirates and the
Gulf region through agent and distributor agreements
for Egyptian technology products. He also expressed
the Chamber’s readiness to sponsor any agreements
or partnerships signed between Egyptian companies
and their Gulf counterparts with confident steps and
a genuine partnership.

Promoting Innovation

For his part, Ahmed EIl-Sobky, a member of the
Board of Directors of the Chamber of Information
and Communications Technology (CIT), who
headed the Chamber’s delegation, confirmed that
a meeting was held with Representatives of the
Arab Union for Communication and Information
Technology (AUCIT) met in preparation for a
cooperation agreement to be signed next November.
The agreement aims to promote innovation,
knowledge, and sustainable development in the Arab
world by providing advanced software solutions,
advanced training programs, and strategic initiatives
in the fields of technology, education, and human
development.

He added, “We are working to raise awareness about
the technological products and services that Egyptian
technology companies excel at and can export to
the UAE market in particular and the Gulf market
in general through participation in such international
exhibitions. GITEX Global is one of the largest
exhibitions in the world specializing in information
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and communications technology (ICT). All global
technology companies are keen to showcase their
latest technologies and future developments in the
field of digital transformation.”

Al-Sobky explained that the visit aimed to explore
export opportunities in the Gulf ICT market, which
has strong growth prospects, while exploring
opportunities for technological and commercial
cooperation between the two countries, as well as
opportunities for Egyptian companies to participate
in the digital transformation process. He noted that
the CIT Chamber is fully prepared to provide all
forms of support, in coordination with the Emirati
side, to Egyptian companies to better familiarize them
with the Gulf market and enhance the presence of
Egyptian technology products. He also noted that the
CIT Chamber is fully prepared to provide all forms
of support, in coordination with the Emirati side,
to Egyptian companies to enhance their exposure
to the Gulf market and enhance the presence of
Egyptian technology products. The visit also aims
to facilitate procedures for the flow of products. and
technological solutions between Egypt and the UAE.
Regional Network

He pointed out that the Chamber’s strategy for
developing external demand focuses on planning to
help all Egyptian technology companies, including
its members, build a network of partners to support
their regional expansion, and provide expertise and
consultations to understand market dynamics and
distribute products with true added value, as one
of the most important factors for success in foreign
markets.

AIM Intelligence Crowned Winners of Supernova
Challenge 2.0 on Final Day of Expand North Star

e& launches ‘Imagine&’ a GenAl image

creator designed for Emirati culture
By: Rahah Hajjaj

TiE Women MENA 2025 crowns regional

champions at GITEX Global 2023

By : Wael Magdy

TiE Dubai, the regional chapter
of TiE Global, has officially
announced the winners of the
sixth edition of the TiE Women
MENA 2025 competition,
following the MENA pitch
finals held on 13th October at
Expand North Star, the startup
event of GITEX Global at Dubai
Harbour. The MENA title went

e& today announced the launch of Imagine& at GITEX
Global, an innovative Generative Al (GenAl) image
creator designed specifically to reflect and celebrate
Emirati culture. The new platform represents a major
leap forward in culturally attuned Al, bridging the gap
between global innovation and national identity.

For years, Al-generated imagery has struggled to
accurately capture the unique essence of Emirati life,
often defaulting to generic desert scenes, camels, and
sand dunes. Imagine& changes that narrative. This new
GenAl tool is trained on authentic Emirati cultural cues,

By : Mohamed Essam

Expand North Star, the world’s
largest startup and investor event,
as part of GITEX GLOBAL,
concluded today at Dubai
Harbour. Attendees witnessed
Korea’s AIM Intelligence win the
Supernova Challenge 2.0, with
Chucao Technology Consultants
(Chile), and Aerialoop (Ecuador)

placing  second and  third, offering users the ability to generate images that reflect | to Ayesha Mansha, Founder
respectively. local traditions, modern Emirati lifestyles, and national | of Sahl, from Saudi Arabia,
Showcasing  the  final 10 values with stunning accuracy and creativity. with Rahaf Aldruby and Seem
groundbreaking innovations Today the Emirati content created often ends up with | Alkabbani, Co-Founders — of

from across the globe, and with
a total prize pool of US$300,000,
the  Supernova  Challenge
2.0 drew large international
participation, highlighting the
UAE’s position as a global hub
for tech entrepreneurship.
Wrapping up today, the landmark
10th edition of Expand North
Star’s comprehensive four-day
programme has attracted 2,000
exhibiting startups and more than
1,200 investors, with assets under
management (AUM) exceeding
USSI1.1 trillion.

AIM Intelligence Triumphs in
Supernova Challenge 2.0 Grand
Finale

In a thrilling display of
innovation, Korean startup AIM
Intelligence beat the nine other
finalists during the Grand Finale
of today’s competition, clinching
the top prize of $100,000. This
groundbreaking Al  security
company is focused on making
generative Al safe and reliable.
Recognised by Meta, Anthropic,
and global accelerators, its
mission is to set the global

standard for Al reliability and lead
the future of Physical Al Safety,
securing both digital models and
embodied Al systems.
Speaking after their decisive
win, Haon Park, Co-Founder
of AIM Intelligence, shared his
vision for how this significant
achievement will accelerate the
company’s growth, saying: “We
are absolutely honoured and
excited to receive the first-place
award. As an Al security and
safety company, we are solving
a very frontier challenge. We
have a lot of clients in Korea,
but now we are expanding
globally, and through the
Supernova Challenge 2.0, we
will be able to expand into the
Middle Eastern region. That
means we need the talent, and
we need the resources, so this
prize money is important.”
Chucao Technology
Consultants from Chile secured
second place, winning $50,000
for its innovative patented
nanometal injector that boosts

mineral recovery in leaching

and flotation, achieving up
to 7.3% higher gold recovery
in pilot tests with top mining
companies.

Meanwhile, Aerialoop from
Ecuador claimed the third-place
prize of $25,000. Its cutting-
edge unmanned aerial vehicles
solutions have already helped
build Latin America’s largest
drone network.

Expand North Star today
hosted a special session
featuring previous  winners

of the Supernova Challenge
2.0. Celebrating a decade of
innovation, this panel united
six former competition winners
on stage. These trailblazing
founders from Brazil, Saudi
Arabia, South Korea, the
UAE, and the UK, shared
how $100,000 in equity-free
capital shaped their journeys,
and revealed their wins, global
exposure, challenges, lessons,
and resilience to inspire the
next wave of global startups.

clichés. With Imagine&, it will be a platform that
understands the depth, diversity, and dynamism of the
culture. This is a digital storyteller where innovation
meets national identity. It’s innovation that speaks the

language visually, emotionally, and culturally.

Imagine& enables users to simply type a text prompt
and instantly generate visuals that resonate with
the UAE’s cultural fabric from modern cityscapes
and national celebrations to traditional attire and
architectural heritage. The tool is designed to empower
creators, educators, and businesses to produce content
that authentically represents the Emirati experience.
The launch of Imagine& underscores e&’s continued
commitment to advancing responsible Al and cultural
innovation, aligning with the UAE’s vision for
technological leadership and cultural preservation in the

digital age.

imagine&

TarKeys, from the rest of the
ME track, named runner-up,
receiving equity-free grants of
AED 70,000 and AED 30,000,
respectively.

This year drew almost 200
licensed, women-founded
businesses, with strong
showings in compliance and Al
edtech, clean beauty, femtech,
and HR tech. After regional
rounds across the program’s five
tracks, five standout founders
advanced to the regional finals:
Anisha Oberoi, SECRET SKIN,
from the UAE; Ayesha Mansha,
Sahl, from Saudi Arabia; Mahra
AlQubaisi, Elevation, from the
Emirati track; Nesma Amin,
Aziza, from Egypt; and Rahaf
Aldruby and Seem Alkabbani,
TarKeys, from the rest of the
ME track. Each finalist was
paired with one or two dedicated
mentors who worked closely
with them to get pitch- and
market-ready, helping scale their
businesses ahead of the regional
finals.

They then presented before a

jury comprising Zahra Zayat,
Acting CEOQO, evision, Mouna
Abbassy, Founder and CEO,
izil Beauty and Danial Mausoof,
Vice President and Head of
Technology MEA, Nokia. All
five regional winners advance
to the TiE Global Summit in
Jaipur, India, in January 2026
to compete for a USD 50,000
global prize pool. Each founder
also received a pod to showcase
their business at Expand North
Star.

The winning company, Sahl,
is a digital platform in KSA
that simplifies and automates
compliance processes,
helping businesses manage
regulatory requirements
efficiently so they can focus
on innovation and growth.
The  runner-up, TarKeys,
is an e-learning platform
transforming  education in
Syria by delivering interactive,
high-quality =~ content  for

students and

baccalaureate
empowering teachers to build
a knowledge-driven future.
CarlinaMarani and Raed Hafez,

co-chairs for TiE Women
MENA 2025, commented: “At
TiE, we are deeply committed
to supporting entrepreneurs
at the early stages of their
journey, particularly across the
MENA region. Over the past
six years, we’ve been building
this mission from the ground
up, creating equity, access, and
a level playing field for women
founders. TiE Women MENA
has become a flagship program
that empowers women
entrepreneurs to build, scale,
and lead from this region to
the world. The rise of female-
led businesses in MENA
reflects a broader shift toward
innovation and inclusion, fully
aligned with the UAE’s vision
of driving sustainable, diverse,
and knowledge-based growth.”

CyberArk Expands Machine Identity Security Portfolio

From Supercomputing Chips to LLMs and GenAl, Powerful AI

Palo Alto Networks Showcases Resolution

with Advanced Discovery and Context Capabilities,
Enabling Enhanced Visibility and Control

By : Mohamed Elkholy

CyberArk, the global leader in identity security, announced new
discovery and context capabilities across its Machine Identity Security
portfolio. The enhancements enable security teams to automatically
find, understand and secure machine identities — spanning certificates,
keys, secrets, workloads and more — reducing risk and simplifying

compliance at scale.

Machine identities outnumber human identities by an estimated 82
to 1, driven by increased Al adoption and cloud native growth. As a
result, machine identity-related security incidents are on the rise, with
72% of security leaders reporting certificate-related outages and 50%
experiencing security incidents or breaches from compromised machine
identities, according to CyberArk research. Manual processes can no
longer keep up, and organizations need an automated discovery and Al

context-driven approach to stay ahead.

“Implementing machine identity security programs has become
increasingly complex as organizations grapple with shrinking certificate
lifespans, the rise of Al agents, vault sprawl and vulnerable software
supply chains. With these new discovery, context and remediation

By : Islam Tawfik

Anticipation is already running
high as GITEX GLOBAL
2025 edges closer, with the
world’s largest tech, Al and
startup show set to transform
Dubai into an epicentre of the
accelerating global Al economy
from 13-17 October at Dubai
World Trade Centre.  Over
6,800 companies and 2,000
startups, with participation from
180 countries, unite to showcase
the most significant innovations
influencing the future of
quantum, cloud, data,
physical Al semiconductors,
cybersecurity, and digital health.
This year, the spotlight falls on
how data, algorithms, and large
language models (LLMs) are

into unified living networks
that don’t just support business
productivity but supercharge it.
From generative Al powering
F1 race strategies to chips
designed for hyperscale business
performance — this isn’t ‘Al
someday’, this is intelligence
deeply infused into the digital
systems we see everywhere.
Here’s a snapshot of some of
the trending Al solutions from
leading global enterprises.

Snowflake is  showcasing
its unified AI Data Cloud,
helping businesses build and
scale applications more easily.
Highlights include Snowflake
Intelligence, an LLM-powered
interface that lets users uncover
insights from structured and

Use-Cases in Focus at GITEX GLOBAL 2025

AISQL bringing generative
Al directly into SQL queries;
and SnowConvert Al speeding
up migrations from legacy
platforms. The company will
also announce a second regional
cloud deployment in the UAE.
Mohamed  Zouari, General
Manager — META Region,
Snowflake: “By consolidating
compute, storage, and Al within
a single platform, Snowflake
simplifies enterprise Al adoption
while maintaining strong data
governance and security. These
capabilities ensure businesses
derive value from their data
faster, automate operations, and
build intelligent products.”

At GITEX GLOBAL, Presight,
a G42 company, introduces

generation smart city platform
enabling  governments  to
shift from reactive operations
to  predictive, autonomous
urban management. It also
presents a host of real-world
Al applications, including the
Presight  Al-Policing  Suite,
Presight LifeSaver emergency
response platform, Vitruvian
agentic Al platform, and
Presight NewsPulse, an Al-
powered news intelligence
assistant.

Thomas Pramotedham,
CEO, Presight: “Al is now a
strategic resource. Countries
that master it are securing
their digital sovereignty and
strengthening their economies.
From cybersecurity to industrial

for AI Security Risks at GITEX Global

By : Wael Magdy

Palo Alto Networks, the global cybersecurity leader, is set to
showcase solutions to help organizations tackle increasingly
sophisticated Al-based threats by embracing a ‘Platformization’
approach to reduce complexity and ensure better security
outcomes at GITEX Global.

Palo Alto Networks executives including Haider Pasha, Chief
Security Officer, EMEA, and Samer El Kodsi, Regional Vice
President, Gulf & North Africa, will put the spotlight on the latest
cybersecurity challenges faced by organizations in the region by
hosting ‘Voices of Cybersecurity’, a series of podcasts featuring
thought leaders, CxO customers and global system integrators
throughout GITEX 2025. Topics and sessions will include Al
versus human challenges, customer spotlights highlighting Palo
Alto Networks’ key wins in MENA, and live LinkedIn sessions
to boost reach and engagement in real time.

“Al has opened up immense opportunities for organizations
while also bringing huge security challenges,” Haider Pasha
said. “At GITEX Global we will show how companies can
maintain robust security in the era of Al and cloud by adopting
a ‘Platformization’ approach that can markedly improve the
speed and quality of response. This is vital for organizations to

capabilities, customers gain the visibility and control they need to tame
sprawl, enforce policy and secure their environments more efficiently,”
said Kurt Sand, GM of Machine Identity Security at CyberArk.
“This milestone, just one year after our acquisition of Venafi, marks a
significant step forward in our commitment to delivering the industry’s
most comprehensive, end-to-end machine identity security solution.”
CyberArk’s expanded Machine Identity Security portfolio delivers
centralized visibility, automated policy enforcement and context-
driven insights to help organizations monitor and secure every machine
identity, anywhere, across the enterprise. Key enhancements include:
Discovery and Context for HashiCorp Vaultl — Helps address critical
vault sprawl challenges by providing visibility into dispersed HashiCorp
Vault instances and ensuring enterprise-wide policy compliance without designed to protect the entire enterprise Al ecosystem including
disrupting developer workflows. Al apps, agents, models, and data at every step.

unstructured  data;  Cortex  Presight IntelliCity, a next- resilience, stay secure without curtailing the ability to innovate with new
technology, allowing them to safely tap growth opportunities in
the UAE and the wider region.”

Technologies including Al and cloud have massively expanded
the attack surface, creating complexity and new vulnerabilities:
GenAl is correlated with an increase in data security incidents,
with data loss prevention (DLP) incidents related to GenAl
having more than doubled in early 2025, according to Palo Alto
Networks’ recent State of Generative Al in 2025 report. For
this reason, the company will offer demonstrations of solutions
including Prisma AIRS, its groundbreaking Al security platform

which serves as the cornerstone for robust Al protection,

turning digital infrastructures

Epson Reinvents Printing and Projection at Exclusive Krasota Experience

By : Mohamed Essam

Epson, a global leader in technology and
innovation, unveiled its latest product
range at an exclusive media dinner held
at Krasota, a fine dining venue known for
its immersive, multi-sensory and gastro
theatre experiences.

The exclusive dinner brought together
media and industry leaders for a one-of-
a-kind evening to showcase how Epson’s
latest solutions help redefine both the
workplace and storytelling through
visuals.

The venue, powered by 20 Epson

PU-Series projectors with each one
dedicated to an individual diner, creates
a unique experience that combines
visual storytelling, gourmet cuisine, and
Epson’s cutting-edge technology in a
truly immersive setting.
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The Prime Minister Follows Up on the Implementation of Government Data
Centers with the Ministers of Communications and Information Technology

By: Bakinam Khaled

Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime
Minister, held a meeting at
the government headquarters
in the New Administrative
Capital to follow up on the
implementation of government
data centers. The meeting was
attended by Dr. Rania Al-Mashat,
Minister of Planning, Economic
Development, and International
Cooperation; Dr. Amr Talaat,
Minister of Communications
and Information Technology;
Eng. Raafat Hindi, Deputy
Minister of Communications
and Information Technology for
Infrastructure Affairs; and Eng.
Nehad Morsi, Assistant Minister
of Planning for Infrastructure
Affairs.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the Prime Minister emphasized
that the government is working
to continue intensifying efforts to
enhance the country’s capabilities
in increasing investments in data
centers and cloud computing,
maximizing Egypt’s advantages
in this field, both in terms of
the availability of the necessary
infrastructure that has been built
over the past years, and in terms
of Egypt’s geographical location.
The Minister of Communications

host government

begun developing

applications
and the data they generate for
various government agencies.
He added that the Ministry has

for the establishment of smart
national and regional data centers
to store and manage data for
governorates and cities across the

country.
Counselor Mohamed
Homosany, the

spokesperson for the Cabinet,

specifications,

with the goal
accommodating a large

systems that enable a large and
number of users in different

information

technology
industry. Giant data centers also

Information Technology number of computers and devices and institutions to use  government data centers as part
emphasized that the world storage equipment. Therefore, these computers and storage of building an integrated national
is moving strongly toward we are working to enable equipment simultaneously—  system for data centers that
establishing giant data centers global companies specialized what we call the “computing supports digital transformation,

state-of-the-art technical —in establishing collaborative cloud” in the communications government services, and the

private sector. This

stated that the meeting reviewed

includes
100% government data centers,

as well as data centers with
a  controlling  government
contribution, in addition to data
centers from the private sector
and receiving entities. These
include data centers for the
banking, telecommunications,
and IT sectors, among others, in
line with the state’s strategy to
advance connectivity and digital
transformation.

Adviser Mohamed El-Homsany
explained that the meeting
indicated the establishment of
three 100% government data
centers, outlining the capabilities
these centers offer and their
employment plans. He also
reviewed the technologies used
and the level of connectivity
between them and other centers.

Under the Patronage of the Ministry of Communications :

Cairo [CT Launches Its 29th Edition This November with the
Participation of Technology Leaders from Egypt and Around the World

By : Wael Elgafry

International Technology
Exhibition and Forum for
the Middle East and Africa
will kick off this November
under the patronage of the
Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology,
bringing together top
government entities, leading
local and  international
companies, and  global
technology pioneers. The four-
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day event will take place from  Computing; Connecta, Agency (ITIDA) and the
November 16 to 19, 2025,  dedicated to gaming, smart National Telecommunications
at the Egypt International devices, and entertainment Regulatory Authority
Exhibition Center (EIEC) in  technologies; the Innovation (NTRA).

New Cairo.

Possibilities: Rewriting
Tomorrow’s  Story,” Cairo
ICT 2025 is set to mark its
largest edition in history,
hosting over 500 exhibitors.

. Arena, highlighting creativity
Held under the theme “Infinite  4pd
the Cyber Zone, a unique
competitive event centered
on cybersecurity challenges;
and the Shennovates Forum,
designed to empower and live

Positioned as the ultimate
destination for technology
enthusiasts, innovators,
and professionals, Cairo
ICT 2025 will host high-
level panel discussions,
demonstrations, and

entrepreneurship;

The event continues 0 inspire young women in interactivesessionsexploring
serve  as  the region’s jppovation and technology. the latest advancements
most influential  platform,  As part of its efforts fo in Artificial Intelligence,

showcasing innovation across
all technology sectors through
six major parallel events,

including the 12th edition f

of PAFIX, the International
Exhibition and Forum
for Digital Payments and
Financial Inclusion; the 2nd

showcase  the
opportunities  of

featuring its key affiliated

boundless
digital

Internet of Things (IoT), 5G
technologies, Cybersecurity,

transformation, the Ministry Smart Infrastructure and

Communications and  Smart Cities, Digital
Information Technology will —Healthcare, EdTech and
participate in Cairo ICT 2025  Digital Learning, Cloud
through a dedicated pavilion ~Computing and Data

Centers, Fintech and Digital

edition of AIDC, focusing entities, most notably the Payments, as well as Green
on Artificial Intelligence,  nformation Technology Tech and  Sustainability
Data  Centers, and Cloud  [ndustry Development  Innovations.

Gartner Says Worldwide PC Shipments Grew 8.2% in Third Quarter of 2025

By : Mohamed Essam

Worldwide PC shipments totaled more than
69 million units in the third quarter of 2025, an
8.2% increase from the third quarter of 2024,
according to preliminary results by Gartner, Inc., a
business and technology insights company.“In the
third quarter of 2025, worldwide PC shipments
were driven by the Windows 10 end-of-support
(EOS) refresh cycle in most regions, while North
America’s growth was limited to 1.6% as demand
had been accelerated into the first half of the
year due to anticipated import tariffs,” said Rishi
Padhi, Research Principal at Gartner. “Conversely,
consumer demand remained subdued at the lower
price points, impacted by persistent geopolitical
Consumers
continue to exhibit cautious spending behavior —

and macroeconomic headwinds.

delaying PC purchases and seeking promotional
offers.”

“While the PC market remains driven by the
Windows 10 EOS deadline, fueling immediate
refresh cycles, the industry is also pivoting toward
Al PCs with integrated NPUs for enhanced
on-device Al capabilities. Gartner estimates
that the Al PC segment will reach 31% in share
of shipments in 2025, up from 15% in 2024,
marking a significant shift in market priorities and
innovation.”

There were no major changes in the top five vendor
rankings worldwide in the third quarter of 2025
Lenovo saw the strongest growth in global PC
shipments among the top five vendors at 16.6%
year-over-year. All top five vendors experienced
growth in shipments in the third quarter.

Prime Minister: Digital Transformation is a High Priority on the
Government’s Agenda, Given Its Positive Impact on Developing
Government Work and Facilitating Procedures for Citizens and Investors

By: Mohamed El-Khouly

Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime
Minister, met today with Eng.
Atef Helmy, former Minister of
Communications and Information
Technology and Chairman of
Prime Business Consulting, and
a number of company officials.
They reviewed efforts and steps
to improve electronic services
provided to citizens and investors,
in cooperation with several
ministries and government
agencies.

During the meeting, the Prime
Minister emphasized that digital
transformation is a high priority
on the government’s agenda,
given its direct positive impact
on developing government work
and enhancing the efficiency of
various government institutions,
thus facilitating procedures for
citizens and investors.

Eng. Atef Helmy, Chairman
of Prime Business Consulting,
presented the most prominent
projects  the  company s
cooperating on with several
ministries and  government
agencies. These projects aim
to facilitate access to services
for citizens and investors, and
the impact of these projects in
enhancing development, raising
the efficiency of government
performance, and  achieving
citizen satisfaction. In  this
regard, the company’s chairman
pointed to the “Your Invoice,
Your Protection, and Your
Reward” project, implemented
in partnership with the Ministry
of Finance. This project aims to
engage citizens in the value-added
tax system and enable them to
participate in the tax system. This
is achieved by incentivizing them,
through a set of mechanisms, to
request receipts or invoices from
stores and shops. This is part
of the state’s plan to integrate
the informal economy into the
formal system. International
studies indicate that implementing
citizen incentive systems leads
to a decline in tax evasion

rates ranging from 5% to 16%.
Engineer Atef Helmy addressed
Prime Business Consulting’s
vision for rebuilding the business
environment by enhancing digital
transformation tools. He noted
that the new business environment
is based on building a unified
platform through which investors
can interact with all government
entities, in accordance with an
integrated organization of the
business environment through the
Supreme Council for Investment
and the Ministry of Investment.
This includes establishing legal
and procedural frameworks to
ensure governance and smooth
business  operations.  Digital
transformation is also a key
mechanism for dealing between
investors and government entities,
as well as between government
entities themselves. A unified file
for data on all dealing entities,
including all data related to the
entity, is also required, along with
information exchange using a
national ID number for the citizen
or economic entity. Engineer
Atef Helmy emphasized that the
new business environment will
provide added value to investors,
represented by interacting with
the “Economic Entities Platform”
instead of dozens of government
agencies, licensing, and approvals
authorities. It will also offer 80
consolidated services, replacing
approximately 1,100 services
provided by the Commercial

Registry and the  General
Authority for Investment. He
explained that the current design
of the Economic Entities Platform
indicates that a comprehensive
design has been developed for all
stages of the economic entities’
lifecycle. All services provided by
the Commercial Registry and the
General Authority for Investment
have been covered, integrated, and
reorganized from the investor’s
perspective. The next stage
remains to cover services related
to the business start-up phase,
which includes operating license
services for various economic
activities.

The head of Prime Business
Consulting presented a
practical model of the impact of
Prime’s digital transformation
methodology on the business
start-up phase, facilitating an
investor’s journey to establish and
license a spinning and weaving
factory. He noted that in the
targeted scenario, investors will
interact with a single entity, the
Economic Entities Platform, and
request eight services for a total
of 12 steps. This process will take
only 21 days, in accordance with
the Prime Minister’s decision
regulating the issuance of licenses
from government agencies. The
meeting also reviewed a number
of other electronic services aimed
at benefiting citizens, which are
being coordinated with various
government agencies.

VQ Communications Strengthens Middle East and Africa Presence with CONNECT-PS Partnership

By ; Islam Tawfik

VQ Communications, a global leader
in secure, self-hosted collaboration
solutions for Cisco, has announced
a new partnership with CONNECT
Professional Services (CONNECT-
PS) to expand its professional
services and regional delivery
capabilities across the Middle East
and Africa (MEA) region.
CONNECT-PS, headquartered in
Cairo with regional operations across
MEA, will serve as a Preferred
Partner to VQ Communications,
providing implementation, proof
of concept and post-deployment
support for the VQ Conference

Manager

platform. Communication

Platform.

Such
built for the most

and device management solutions

This partnership strengthens VQ
Communications’ ability to deliver
high-quality, in-region deployment
and support for Cisco partners and
customers across the MEA region.
Ahmed Sousa, Head of Market
Strategy and Development, MEA
at VQ Communications, said: “This
partnership with  CONNECT-PS
marks a critical step in our growth
strategy for the MEA region. We rely
on CONNECT-PS’ strong expertise
and customer excellence fingerprints
in the region while integrating
their on-the-ground professional
services with our innovative VQ

collaboration creates a powerful
new offering, expanding our service
portfolio and guaranteeing clients
receive expert, on-site support
throughout implementation. We are
confident this combined force will
drive new business and solidify
our commitment to excellence in
delivery.”

Ahmed Helmy, KSA Managing
Director at CONNECT-PS, said:
“We’re proud to partner with VQ
Communications, whose technology
is trusted by governments and
enterprises globally. This partnership
allows us to deliver conferencing

demanding
environments — right here, at a time
where organizations need it most.”
Ahmed Maher, Director of Collaboration
& SW solution at CONNECT-PS, said:
“Through our new partnership with
VQ Communications, we’re expanding
our professional services portfolio to
include deployment, —customization,
and optimization of VQ Conference
Manager and Device Management
Automation  (DMA)  platforms—
helping organizations achieve greater
control, visibility, and operational
efficiency across their collaboration
ecosystems.”

Corporate Travel Predictions
for 2025: What's Held True,
What'’s Changed

ﬁ BY CHARLIE SULTAN,

At the start of 2025, industry forecasts pointed to
stabilising inflation, a cautious embrace of generative
Al, deeper C-suite collaboration and continued
consolidation among travel management companies.
Now, with the second half of the year unfolding, it’s
clearer which predictions have held and which have
shifted, creating both challenges and opportunities for
business travel and finance leaders.

For travel managers, the implications stretch from
programme optimisation to traveller experience, while
CFOs are weighing cost control against investment in
new technology and cross-functional priorities.
These four predictions show how the year’s biggest
forecasts for corporate travel and finance are playing
out, and how they’re bound to impact corporate travel
trajectories globally.

Prediction 1: Slowing inflation will increase travel
opportunity

Inflationary pressures that began in 2023 drove higher
spending throughout 2024. Expense data showed
international travel increased nearly 6%, and overall
expense transactions climbed 13% year on year. The
expectation was that easing inflation in 2025 would
allow flat budgets to go further.

So far, average transaction amounts have remained
flat or slightly decreased across most categories. The
7th Annual Global Business Travel Survey found that
despite persistent economic uncertainty and geopolitical
challenges, most companies expect travel budgets to
remain stable or increase. This is echoed by CFOs,
travel managers, and business travellers alike. Looking
ahead, the Global Business Travel Forecast from CWT
and GBTA projects further price stabilisation over the
next 18 months, giving corporate buyers more leverage
to optimise programmes and unlock greater value.
Prediction 2: Early caution would give way to greater
trust in generative Al

The start of 2025 was expected to bring a healthy
scepticism around Al in travel and finance. Analysts
suggested that while Al might be accepted for
recommendations or anomaly detection, business
travellers would hesitate to let it handle bookings or
expense  submissions.

The shift has been faster than expected. The 2025 CFO
Insights Survey found finance teams are automating
tasks such as fraud monitoring, transcription, and pricing
model design, with adoption rates far ahead of last year.
Among travel managers, scepticism has also waned. In
2024, nearly a third believed business travel required
a human touch; this year, that has dropped to 24%.
For business travellers, nearly nine out of ten say they
are comfortable with some Al-powered automation,
provided their data is secure, training is available, and
safeguards against bias are in place.

Prediction 3: Finance leaders would collaborate across
the C-suite to implement emerging technology
Analysts expected stronger collaboration between
finance, IT and HR in 2025, particularly around
cybersecurity, digital transformation and ESG. Evidence
shows progress: 96% of CFOs say they are effective
at securing cross-functional buy-in, and nearly nine
in ten IT and HR leaders agree finance plays a strong
communication role. Cybersecurity and sustainability
have become priorities, with 60% of finance leaders
ranking cybersecurity as a top investment and 48%
focusing on ESG, up from 30% in 2024.

Yet execution is uneven, since only one in five CFOs
plan to deepen collaboration with IT on cybersecurity,
and more than half of HR leaders say limited data
sharing remains the biggest obstacle. Collaboration is
advancing, but gaps in integration show that finance
leaders still have work to do to turn alignment into real
impact.

Prediction 4: Market consolidation and new booking
standards will reshape corporate travel

Large travel management companies (TMCs) are
merging, with deals like Amex GBT and CWT changing
the competitive landscape. At the same time, airlines are
pushing New Distribution Capability (NDC), a system
designed to deliver continuous pricing and personalised
offers. But instead of simplifying things, it has left many
agencies running multiple booking platforms, creating
added complexity and cost.

Traveller behaviour is also moving against expectations.
Rather than fading, “bleisure”, which adds personal days
onto business trips, is growing in popularity, especially
among younger employees. Even as some companies
tighten policies, more than a quarter of travellers are
extending trips to save money and maximise flexibility.
Looking ahead

As 2025 draws to a close, the priority is turning shifting
market conditions into measurable outcomes. For travel
managers, that means using stabilised pricing to secure
stronger supplier agreements and updating policies to
reflect how employees actually travel rather than how
companies expect them to.

For CFOs, it means using travel data to track wider
business performance, from employee engagement to
risk exposure, while ensuring Al adoption is backed by
governance that protects both budgets and trust. The
real value lies not in whether predictions were accurate,
but in how effectively organisations respond to them,
making travel programmes more resilient, cost effective
nd aligned with enterprise goals.

President of Concur Travel at SAP Concur

Egypt Wins Top Places in the Afro-Asian Forum for Innovation and Technology Competitions in Malaysia in Software, Cybersecurity, Entrepreneurship, and Robotics

aged 6 to 22, representing 12 governorates: Cairo, Giza,

By Rasha Hajjaj

The Egyptian teams participating in the Afro-Asian
Forum for Innovation and Technology (AAFFIAT)
achieved an exceptional achievement, winning 68 1
awards in the top three places, including 19 first-place  In this
awards. Egypt was also selected to host the 2026 forum
in Aswan Governorate after a strong competition with
Turkey. This achievement is the culmination of the
efforts of the National Telecommunications Institute
(NTI), affiliated with the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, in preparing and qualifying
the Egyptian teams participating in the international

finals of the forum’s competitions.

This year’s forum was hosted by the University of
Malaya in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from October 17
to 19. 419 participants from 12 countries participated:
Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
Palestine, Libya, Thailand, Syria, Sudan, Tunisia, and

Turkey.

The Egyptian delegation included 169 participants,

Sheikh.

Communications
emphasized that

context, Dr.

Alexandria, Beheira, Damietta, Port Said, Gharbia,
Menoufia, Beni Suef, Assiut, Qena, Luxor, and Kafr El-

Amr Talaat, Minister of
and Information Technology,
this achievement reflects the fruits

of the state’s vision to build the Egyptian human
capital and empower youth with the tools of the digital
age. He pointed out that the excellence of Egyptian
teams in international forums embodies the success
of the Ministry of Communications and Information

Technology’s strategy to discover talent and nurture

innovators in advanced technology fields. He added
that Egypt’s selection to host the next edition of the
Afro-Asian Forum for Innovation and Technology
in Aswan in 2026 is a culmination of its regional and
international standing as a center of excellence and

technological innovation. He emphasized that the

Ministry is proceeding with its programs to build digital

competencies and hone the skills of youth across various
governorates, preparing a generation capable of global
competition and active participation in building the
national digital economy.

Dr. Amr Talaat also praised the fruitful cooperation
between the National Telecommunications Institute and
Telecom Egypt (WE) as a successful model of integration

between state institutions and ICT companies to support
innovation and entrepreneurship. He explained that
this achievement reinforces efforts to build a national
innovation system that positions Egypt as a leader in
advanced technology, artificial intelligence, and digital
transformation.
Egypt’s participation comes within the framework of
implementing the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology’s strategy to support talent
and nurture innovators in science and technology, as
well as the National Telecommunications Institute’s
efforts to hone the digital skills of youth and enable
them to compete in global forums. The participation
was supported by Telecom Egypt (WE), the official
technology sponsor of the participating Egyptian teams.
Under the patronage of Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of
Communications and Information Technology, the
Institute organized three stages of practical competitions
in the fields of artificial intelligence, software, technical
innovation, and entrepreneurship to prepare the winning

teams to represent Egypt at this major international
event.

Telecom Egypt (WE) also provided full technical support
to the participating teams, enabling the Egyptian teams
to achieve the largest participation in the forum’s history
and the highest number of awards among participating
countries in several disciplines, most notably software,
cybersecurity, mobile applications, entrepreneurship,
flag-gathering robots, submarines, and animation.

For his part, Dr. Ahmed Khattab, Director of the
National Telecommunications Institute (NTI) and head
of the Egyptian delegation, explained that Egypt’s
participation was the result of institutional work and
a comprehensive national effort spanning over seven
months. During this time, the NTI led an intensive
preparation and qualification journey for Egyptian
teams of creative young people, through three national
stages of local qualifiers, in which more than 1,500 male
and female students from schools and universities across
various governorates participated.
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