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Kafrelsheikh University Hosts the Sixth Stop of the “Alam Rakamy” Initiative; “Innovation... Your Path to Success”

By: Wael Magdy

Dr. Osama Abu Saada, Dean of the
Faculty of Computers and Information,
emphasized the importance of this
seminar—organized by the “Alam
Rakamy” newspaper in collaboration
with the Faculty—which aims to
introduce students to the scholarships
and initiatives offered by the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology (MCIT) to support and
qualify students and entrepreneurs.
He noted that Kafrelsheikh University
supports all initiatives designed to
enhance the expertise and skills of its
students, particularly those related to
entrepreneurship, in light of the state’s
focus on digital transformation.
This took place during the 19th edition of
the “Innovation... Your Path to Success”
initiative, organized by “Alam Rakamy”
for the nineteenth consecutive year across
various universities. The event was
held under the patronage of Prof. Yahya
Zakaria Eid, President of the University,
and Prof. Amani Mohamed Shaker, Vice
President for Community Service and

Environmental Development. It was
attended and supervised by Prof. Osama
Mohamed Abu Saada, Dean of the
Faculty of Computers and Information,
and Dr. Reda Mabrouk, Vice Dean for
Postgraduate Studies and Research. The
seminar was moderated by journalist
Khaled Hassan, Editor-in-Chief of “Alam
Rakamy”, and featured contributions
from Faten El-Khouly, Executive
Director of the initiative, and Engineer
Fahmy Ibrahim, a representative
from the Technology Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center (TIEC) under
the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA),
which operates under the Ministry
of Communications and Information
Technology. The forum aims to prepare
students from the Faculty of Computing
for the labor market by connecting them
with the industry. This is achieved by
inviting major companies—active in
various fields of computer science and
information systems—to deliver lectures
on the skills and tools they require in
graduates, thereby increasing the students’

chances of securing employment.
For his part, journalist Khaled Hassan,

editor-in-chief of the newspaper
“Alam Rakamy”, emphasized that
anyone wishing to enter the world of
entrepreneurship should not wait for
ideal conditions. Instead, they should
begin with what they have, learn from
every step, and dedicate time, effort,
determination, and persistence to their
dreams. He noted that success is not
measured by how quickly one reaches
a goal, but rather by the depth of the
experience, the steadiness of one’s
progress, and the endurance of one’s
passion. He explained that Egyptian
technology  startups succeeded in

attracting new financial investments
exceeding $600 million in the first half
of 2026. Between 2020 and 2025, these
companies secured approximately $2.1
billion in foreign investment—sourced
from venture capital (VC) funds,
angel investors, regional firms, and
crowdfunding platforms—placing Egypt
firstin Africa and third in the Middle East.
This achievement reflects the significant
attention the Egyptian state has dedicated
to supporting and encouraging startups.
This commitment spans from the Office
of the President to the Cabinet, which
established a dedicated committee to
address challenges faced by startups.
Furthermore, the state has launched
several venture capital funds to provide
accessible financing for startups and
innovators, while also expanding the
establishment of specialized technology
incubators that offer logistical support to
startups in their early stages.

He added that the Ministry of
Communications  and  Information
Technology has implemented a project
to roll out “Creativa” (Egypt Digital

Innovation Hubs) centers across various
governorates. Approximately 24 such
centers have been established, with an
investment cost reaching 5.8 billion
EGP. He noted that these centers are
being integrated into public universities
throughout the governorates to provide
technical training, foster technological
innovation, and promote entrepreneurship
among students and graduates, thereby
creating an environment conducive to
nurturing ~ innovators.

Supporting ~ innovative ideas and
fostering digital creativity is a key pillar
of Egypt’s current digital transformation

strategy—a  strategy adopted and
implemented by the Ministry of
Communications  and  Information

Technology. The initiative aims to
develop and provide new technological
solutions capable of addressing societal
challenges, driving comprehensive and
sustainable economic development, and
transitioning toward a digital economy
that  encourages  knowledge-based
industries—ultimately leading to an
improved quality of life for citizens.

Marwa Abbas: Outlining Raya Information Technology’s Vision for Al and Data Centers at Cairo ICT 2026

by: Sarah Nour El-Din

they reflect the company’s strategic direction for the

# How do Raya Information Technology’s solutions

firms differ significantly in terms of service nature,
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Doubts Keep Wall Street's Tech Giants
Under Pressure

Global markets have welcomed signs of a potential diplomatic
breakthrough in the Middle East, with reports of possible
negotiations between the US and Iran raising hopes of a de-
escalation in regional tensions. Oil prices have come under pressure
as investors reassess the geopolitical risk premium built into crude.
However, while lower energy prices would normally boost risk
appetite, the improvement in sentiment has struggled to translate
into a sustained recovery in US equities. The reaction highlights
how investors are increasingly focused on domestic economic and
corporate risks rather than on geopolitical developments alone.
As a result, US equities are on course for a fourth consecutive
session of declines, with the Nasdaq now around 11% below
its early-October peak. Concerns about the sustainability of Al
investment remain the dominant negative driver, particularly
following underwhelming market reactions to earnings from major
technology companies. Investors are increasingly questioning
whether the enormous sums being spent on data centres and Al
infrastructure can generate sufficient returns, with attention shifting
towards profitability, free cash flow and monetisation. Elevated
Treasury yields are adding to the pressure by reducing the present
value of future earnings. The combination of stretched valuations,
persistently high borrowing costs and uncertainty around Al returns
is proving difficult for technology stocks to overcome.

Precious metals are also struggling to regain sustained momentum

period ahead? support the digital transformation of public and
- During our participation in Cairo ICT 2026, we are  private sector organizations in Egypt?

showcasing an integrated ecosystem of solutions that - We support the digital transformation of
reflects Raya Information Technology’s commitment ~ organizations across all sectors by aligning

operational scale, and regulatory compliance.

Our role extends well beyond the initial
implementation phase. Through ongoing operations,
management, support, and continuous improvement

Raya Information Technology is set to drive business
growth in the coming years by expanding its focus
on artificial intelligence (Al), cybersecurity, data
centers, cloud computing, and managed technology

after October’s sharp selloff. Silver has slipped below $50,
having lost around 20% over the past month, as elevated real
yields, dollar strength and broader market deleveraging weighed

services. This strategy goes hand-in-hand with the
ongoing development of its solutions portfolio and
the strengthening of its presence across regional
markets. Amidst rapid technological transformation,
the company prioritizes aligning digital solutions
with the specific operational and investment goals of
organizations, ensuring that technology investments
translate into tangible business value.

In an interview with “Alam Ragamy” on
the sidelines of the 30th edition of the Cairo
International Technology Exhibition and Conference
(Cairo ICT 2026), Marwa Abbas, CEO of Raya
Information Technology, outlines the company’s
strategy regarding Al, automation, cybersecurity,
and digital infrastructure. She discusses the role
of the company’s technology partnerships in
developing integrated solutions, as well as her vision
for cultivating specialized talent, expanding service
offerings, and fostering growth opportunities in
Egypt and the broader region.

# What are the primary technological solutions that
Raya is showcasing at Cairo ICT 2026, and how do

to meeting the demands of the new
phase of digital transformation. The
needs of modern enterprises have
evolved beyond
upgrades; they now encompass the
deployment of artificial intelligence,
the development of new operating
models, the enhancement of digital
resilience, and the construction of an
infrastructure capable of supporting
advanced computing requirements.
Through our expanded partnership
with  Cisco,
solutions for artificial intelligence,

data centers, smart workspaces, digital resilience,
customer experience, and offerings tailored for
telecommunications service providers. Furthermore,
in collaboration with Diebold Nixdorf—as part
of the PAFIX exhibition—we are showcasing the
latest ATM and self-service technologies, alongside
Diebold Nixdorf’s retail solutions, which have been
recently added to Raya’s portfolio.

simple  system

we are presenting

our solutions into existing work environments,
allowing organizations to develop their capabilities
incrementally without the need for a complete system
overhaul or any disruption to ongoing operations.
Furthermore, we provide flexible solutions tailored
to the specific nature of each sector; the requirements
of financial
telecommunications

technology investments with the
enhancement of actual organizational
performance—going well beyond
the simple implementation of new
systems. We begin by understanding
the nature of the business and its
operational challenges, identifying
areas where technology can deliver
the greatest value—whether by
reducing process costs, accelerating
service delivery, improving decision-
making accuracy, or enhancing the
quality of the customer experience.
We place a high priority on integrating

entities,
industrial

institutions, = government

providers, and system

services, we help organizations keep pace with their
evolving needs and maximize the return on their
technology investments. We believe that the success
of digital transformation is measured by the tangible
improvements it brings to an organization’s way of
working and its ability to deliver superior services—
not by the sheer number of systems or technologies
it possesses.

# What are the most prominent challenges facing
the technology, telecommunications, and financial
sectors in light of rapid technological acceleration,
and how can they be addressed?

- The primary challenges include the rapid pace of
technological evolution, escalating cybersecurity
requirements,
infrastructure and systems, and the imperative to
realize tangible returns on digital investments.
Organizations also face the challenge of selecting
solutions that align with their actual needs, ensuring
that technological expansion does not lead to
increased operational complexity or difficulties in
integration.

the need to modernize existing

on prices. Although gold and silver rebounded on Monday as oil
prices and Treasury yields eased, the recovery remains fragile. The
challenge for precious metals is that geopolitical uncertainty is not
automatically translating into safe-haven demand when investors
are also concerned about restrictive monetary policy. They also
face the risk of liquidation during sharp equity selloffs, as investors
sell profitable or liquid positions to raise cash.

Looking ahead, today’s US midterm elections introduce another
source of uncertainty, particularly for the dollar, Treasury yields and
sectors sensitive to fiscal and regulatory policy. Investors will be
watching whether the results change expectations for government
spending, borrowing and the administration’s ability to advance its
economic agenda. However, the immediate challenge for equities
remains the combination of elevated yields and growing doubts
about Al monetisation. A diplomatic breakthrough in the Middle
East could provide further relief through lower energy prices and
inflation expectations, but it is unlikely to be enough to restore
confidence in technology stocks unless earnings expectations and

aluations begin to stabilise

valuati i ilise.
\ Senior Market Analyst at Capital.com /

With the participation of six ministers, the 30th edition of the “Cairo ICT 2026’ exhibition :
Osama Kamal: The exhibition’s “pear] jubilee” embraces the theme of action, with artificial intelligence steering the ship toward the future

by: Islam Tawfik

Three full decades of resilience, leadership, and
foresight regarding the technological future in Egypt
and the Middle East—this is how the 30th edition of
the Cairo International Technology Exhibition (Cairo
ICT 2026) presents itself, proving that it is not merely
an annual event, but the primary engine of the digital
economy in the region.

At the heart of this exceptional edition—held
under the patronage of Raafat Hendy, Minister of
Communications and Information Technology, and
featuring high-level ministerial and international
participation—the theme “Al in Action” officially
signals the end of the era of “theorizing” about artificial
intelligence and the beginning of an era of “practical
application” to serve institutions and societies. Behind
this success—which has spanned since 1996—lies a
sharp vision and an unwavering determination in the
face of economic and geopolitical challenges. Osama
Kamal, the media figure and executive architect
behind this massive technological forum—as well as
Chairman of “Trade Fairs International,” the organizer
of the Cairo ICT exhibition and conference—
empha51zed that the 2026 edmon is takmg place

Nevertheless sponsors and exhlbltors remain ﬁrmly
committed to participating and showcasing their latest
technological solutions. He noted that this year, the
event shifts its focus from merely discussing artificial
intelligence to demonstrating its practical applications
across various economic sectors, under the theme “Al
in Action.”

Kamal stated that the endurance of Cairo ICT for
30 years reflects its resilience in overcoming the
many challenges and shifts experienced in Egypt,
the region, and the world. He pointed out that the
exhibition has never ceased operations— persisting
through economic crises, political instability, and
the COVID-19 pandemic—and has successfully
continued its run even as other events in Egypt and
the region were postponed or canceled during 2026.
An Integrated Ecosystem with Press Participation
This was stated during the preparatory press conference
for the 30th edition of the exhibition. It was noted that
the exhibition represents an integrated ecosystem—
extending well beyond the organizing company—
that relies on the complementary roles of sponsors,
exhibitors, government entities, the media, the press,
event organizers, and logistics providers. The success
and continuity of the event, it was emphasized, depend
on the participation of all stakeholders within this
ecosystem. It was also highlighted that Egypt enjoys
the blessing of security and stability, despite the
economic challenges and crises currently facing the
local market. Furthermore, it was noted that sponsors
and exhibitors have shown a ﬁrm cornnutment to

Finance, and Water Resources and Irrigation—to
discuss the Egyptian state’s vision for the future of
artificial intelligence infrastructure.

The head of “Trade Fairs International”—the
organizer of the CAISEC cybersecurity exhibition
and conference—announced the launch of an “Al
Summit,” scheduled for April 2027. Both events reflect

explained that the CAISEC exhibition and conference
will focus on the latest cybersecurity technologies
and solutions, as well as advancements in protecting
systems, networks, and data—a priority given the
growing reliance on digital services and the expanding
scope of cyber threats facing organizations.

The AI Summit aims to highlight artificial intelligence
applications and their development trends, showcase
the oppo r tunities these technologies offer across
various economic sectors, and discuss the challenges
associated with their adoption and implementation
within organizations. Both events serve as a platform
for professionals in these fields to exchange expertise
and discuss technical developments—at a time when
protecting digital assets and deploying Al applications
have bec o me key agenda items for organizations
seeking to strengthen their digital capabilities.
Kamal ex p lained that the theme for this year’s
edition, “Al in Action,” builds upon the Al-focused
topics explored by the exhibition in previous years—
notably a past edition themed “Al Everywhere,”
which hi ghlighted the pervasive nature of artificial
intellige nce across all aspects of life.

He added that the focus this year has shifted beyond
the mere pre ificial intelli

thelr solutlons and technologles desplte the prevalhng
economic conditions.

Kamal revealed that an extensive opening session
will be held as part of this year’s edition, featuring
six government ministers—including the Minister
of Communications and Information Technology,
as well as the Ministers of Electricity, Investment,

the growing interest in the cybersecurity and artificial
intelligence sectors, driven by the accelerating pace
of digital transformation, the increasing reliance of
organizations on modern technologies to develop their
businesses and enhance operational efficiency, and
the rising demand for advanced solutions to protect
digital infrastructure and counter cyber threats. It was

practica | application, deployment, and utilization
across Vv a rious activities. This prompted the
exhibition organizers to select a range of key sectors
to showcase the specific applications and solutions
availabl e to them. The targeted sectors include
healthcare, education, irrigation, aviation, media, and
entertainment. The objective is to provide practical

models d e monstrating how artificial intelligence
can be leveraged to develop services and economic
activiti e s, while also identifying the opportunities
and challenges associated with implementing these
technolo g ies.
Kamal warned of the impact that rapid developments
in artificial intelligence may have on job opportunities,
particul arly for young people and the general
workforc e.
particularly in sectors undergoing rapid technological
transfor mation, noting that the current shift could
reshape the nature of many jobs—including those in
journalism, design, and other creative professions.
He added that while concerns regarding the impact of
Al on employment are legitimate, they should serve
as a catalyst for developing professional skills and
tools, rather than a reason to withdraw from the labor
market. He emphasized that the true challenge lies
in the ability of professionals to adapt to these new
changes and maintain their competitiveness.
Regarding the media and entertainment sector, Kamal
explained that the exhibition includes three consecutive
sessions dedicated to discussing the opportunities and
challeng es posed by Al—addressing, in particular,
how th hnologies migh
affect creative and professional roles.
He noted that the goal of these discussions is to explore
how new tools can be used to support creators and
enhance their output, rather than to replace the human
element. He stressed that the future of the creative
industries requires solutions that integrate both human
capabilities and technological advancements.

Yasmin Rashed: e-finance Highlights Five
Key Pillars of Its Strategy at the Exhibition

Mohamed Shibl: Orange Egypt Aims to Export Data
Processing Solutions to 17 African Countries

By: Mohamed Essam

The e-finance Group for Financial and
Digital Investments has firmly established
its presence in the technology sector. At the
Cairo ICT exhibition and conference—a
premier platform for showcasing digital
solutions and new application services—
the group is highlighting its investments
in sovereign cloud computing, information
security, and artificial intelligence-driven
data analytics, while also forging strategic
partnerships with various stakeholders.
Yasmin Rashed, Head of Marketing and
Corporate Communications at e-finance,
stated that the group’s participation this year
centers on five key pillars: strengthening
its position within the digital landscape;
expanding its range of innovative
operational solutions; showcasing platforms
designed for digital transformation across
institutions and individuals; and highlighting
its complex infrastructure capabilities and
international expansion efforts.

The e-finance Group has a long-standing
relationship with the Cairo ICT exhibition,
having served as a key partner and major
supporter for many years. The group views
this event—the largest of its kind in the IT
sector—as a vital platform for reinforcing
its role as a leading digital player in Egypt

and a key contributor to the nation’s digital
vision.

The exhibition serves as a significant
milestone for the group to announce
strategic  partnerships and  formalize
collaborations with various entities. It
also provides an opportunity to
welcome high-level visitors and
stakeholders, while showcasing
a diverse portfolio of services
across the fintech sector and
other related industries. The
Head of Marketing and Corporate
Communications noted that a
primary focus of the Group’s
strategy this year is to highlight its
established position in the digital
landscape—a position that originated in
government services and is now expanding
to include consumer payments.

A key aspect of the Group’s participation is
showcasing the diversity of its infrastructure
and operational solutions across various
sectors, alongside highlighting digital
platforms  designed to serve both
government institutions and individual
users.

The Group is also placing significant
emphasis on its investments in cloud
computing—specifically sovereign cloud

solutions—as well as information security,
artificial intelligence, and data analytics,
all of which are integral components of
its comprehensive digital infrastructure
and  solutions.Regarding international
expansion, the Group is highlighting its
growth initiatives in East Africa
and the broader African continent.
This includes hosting high-level
visits from ministers of partner
nations to introduce them to
“e-finance’s”  capabilities and
expertise in government digital
transformation, while exploring
opportunities to transfer this
knowledge to countries in the
region.The Group’s participation
also featured a range of solutions and
initiatives dedicated to digital transformation
across various sectors—most notably in
healthcare, where its subsidiary, “e-health,”
has contributed to the national universal
health insurance system.

Ultimately, the core pillars of the “e-finance”
Group reflect its pivotal role in developing
the infrastructure for government sectors,
while simultaneously — pursuing new
expansion opportunities and leveraging its
deep expertise in digital transformation to
reach broader markets.

By: Ghada Helmy

Mohamed Shibl, Executive Vice President for
the Enterprise Business Unit at Orange Egypt,
stated that the Cairo International Technology
Exhibition and Conference (Cairo ICT) has
become a hub for companies in the technology
sector. It offers an opportunity to explore the
latest developments and solutions, eliminating
the need to travel abroad to discover new
innovations. He noted that the nature of the
exhibition has evolved significantly over
the past few years, in tandem with the rapid
transformations taking place within the sector.
He added that the company is developing
technology solutions based on artificial
intelligence (AI) and data processing,
leveraging local talent and the technological
infrastructure built over recent years. The
company plans to expand the reach of these
solutions beyond the Egyptian market,
exporting them to 17 African countries
where the group operates. Shibl highlighted
that sustainability, cybersecurity, and Al
have become core pillars reflecting the
evolution of the technology industry. He
further pointed out that Egypt possesses a
competitive advantage in its young human
capital—a workforce capable of learning
and adapting to technological advancements.
Shibl explained that, four or five years ago,
discussions surrounding cybersecurity focused

primarily on how to handle global cyberattacks
and protect local data from them. Since then,
Egypt has witnessed a notable increase in the
number of specialized professionals in this
field, as well as a significant rise in their level
of expertise. He noted that the availability of a
large youth base has helped build a
pool of Egyptian talent specialized
in cybersecurity—a sector that
previously faced challenges due
to a shortage of the expertise and
capabilities required to address
digital threats. He emphasized that
this development is not limited to
a single field; rather, it reflects the
capacity of local professionals to
acquire advanced technological
skills.

The Executive Vice President for the Enterprise
Business Unit at Orange Egypt then turned to
the transformations brought about by artificial
intelligence (Al) in the technology industry.
He highlighted a significant investment
opportunity linked to the expansion of data
centers, noting the massive investments
expected to flow into this sector between now
and 2030.

He explained that data centers serve as the
essential infrastructure for developing and
operating Al applications —acting, in effect,
as “factories” for digital solutions—while

Al technologies provide the resources that
enable the creation of new products and
services across various sectors. He pointed
out that the current shift differs from previous
years: companies and nations are no longer
confined to using imported technology;
instead, they now have greater
opportunities to develop solutions
and manufacture technological
products locally, paving the way
for their export to African and
global markets. Shibl revealed that
Orange Egypt has been working
for about four years to develop its
capabilities in the fields of data
and artificial intelligence. During
this period, the company began
building specialized solutions
for data quality—the foundation upon
which Al applications rely for learning and
generating effective solutions. He explained
that for the past three years, the company
has been developing a data-processing
model based on open-source technologies
and the expertise of Egyptian talent. He
further noted that efforts are underway to
export this model to 17 African countries
where the group operates, a testament to
the growing capacity of local teams to
build solutions that can be deployed across
multiple markets.
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