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By ; Basel Khaled - Mohamed EI Kholy

Eva Pharma signed an important Digital trans-
formation contract with Microsoft Gold partner
Link Datacenter (LDC), the contract involves
the implementation of Microsoft 365, an award-
winning collaboration and communication soft-
ware along with Azure hosting. EVA pharma
is a global healthcare organization that focuses
on unmet medical needs, it utilizes innovation,
the latest research methodologies, and science
to produce over half a million healthcare prod-
ucts daily that meets the demand of both local
and international markets. With more than 4000
team members Eva Pharma is one of the largest
pharmaceutical companies in the region.

Link Data Center, a pioneer in enterprise digital
transformation, is a regional system integrator
that offers a variety of hosting and managed ser-
vices solutions both on Azure and its local data
centers. LDC’s portfolio also includes security,
infrastructure, SAAS, and migration services.
“The purpose of the partnership with Microsoft
is to enhance the information database and tech-
nological infrastructure of the company which
provides a fully digitized working environment
that disrupts the healthcare services provided for
the Egyptian patient, and for other patients in
more than 40 countries around the world where
EVA Pharma operates.” said Dr. Riad Armani-
ous, CEO of EVA Pharma.

transformation is one of EVA Pharma’s pri-
orities to implement the latest standards of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, which the com-
pany is keen to implement as it was shown in
the company’s accreditation from the European
Medicines Agency, and other international insti-
tutions and entities, as well as partnerships with
major healthcare international companies in the
manufacturing of modern and innovative health-
care solutions for the benefit of patients globally.
He mentioned EVA Pharma’s plan to benefit
from the latest technological systems known
worldwide to support scientific research at
“Mounir Armanious Research Center” (MARC),
one of the largest research centers in North Af-
rica.

Eng. Michael Mounir, head of digital trans-
formation and information technology at EVA
Pharma described that the strategic partnership
with Microsoft will focus on delivering their am-
bitious digital transformation strategy through a
wide range of disruptive products and services
that are based on top-notch technologies.

The products will provide unmatched employee
and end-users experiences, as well as cost-ef-
ficient and data-driven decision making which
will empower EVA Pharma on its agile plans for
global reach expansions, and time to market ef-
ficiency.

“With the current challenges the world is wit-
nessing, digital transformation is reinventing the

way we are doing business and Eva pharma is
expected to experience a boost in its employee
productivity and IT management capabilities
with the integrated suite of Microsoft 365 prod-
ucts.

Digitally transforming operations and processes
is the magical shortcut to enhanced enterprise
efficiency, it paves the way to a new world of
opportunities for growth ” said Gamal Selim
LDC CEO

In addition to empowering 3000 employees with
the latest in productivity and collaboration tools,
LDC will host Eva Pharma’s data center ex-
pansion to Microsoft’s flagship cloud platform,
Azure. Azure is the leading cloud services pro-
vider that improves the scalability, security and

Qdoreover, Dr. Armanious added that digital

reliability of your data centers. Armed with
the Gold Cloud Platform advanced spe-
cialization LDC has led countless cloud
hosting solutions that helped companies
quickly adapt to their increasing demand
for data center storage cost effectively.
With Azure hosting Eva Pharma will
easily expand its data center to ac-
commodate its fast-paced expan-
sion in minimal time that will
not disturb the normal flow of
operations.

“The future of work is here. @
For organizations to digitally
transform in the next decade of
work, they must think about em-
powering every employee in the
workplace with seamlessly integrated
tools that help them be more connected,
mobile, and productive. We thank EVA
Pharma for their trust in our technology
to enhance their employee experience.
We trust that LDC will ensure the suc-
cessful deployment of M365 solutions
and further accelerate EVA pharma digi-
tal transformation,”
Arif, Country Manager Microsoft Egypt .
Microsoft 365 is an integrated suite of
Microsoft products that offers superior
collaboration, communication, security
and IT management features. The flag-

said Engineer Mirna

Eva Pharma Chooses Link Datacenter to lead its digital transmrmatmn journey using Microsoft Technologies)

ship solution involves office 365; the famous
productivity solution that prov1des word
processing, database, spreadsheet applica-
tions, and an email among others, EMS;
an enterprise mobility and security mod-
ule, and Windows 10; the powerful
personal computer operating system.
Microsoft 365 utilizes tomorrow’s
technology to solve today’s chal-
lenges, through its powerful pro-
cessing capabilities and stable
“ environment, enterprises have wit-
nessed big leaps in their employ-
ee’s efficiency, and digitization
levels. While the Office 365 suite
empowers the employee’s produc-
tivity through an intuitive easy to use
interface, their work is well secured
and managed through the EMS mod-
ule, all of this is complemented with
the powerful operating system plat-
form, Windows 10.
An experienced team of technical con-
sultants, infrastructure architects, tech-
nical lead and support engineers will
oversee the implementation of the so-
lutions in a short time span but will pro-
vide a lifetime of value to Eva Pharma.
Our solutions will allow for smarter op-
erations thereby enhancing productiv-
ity, sustainability and profitability.

J

Gartner Forecasts End User Spending on Public Gloud Services in MENA to Grow 19% in 2022

By : Mohamed Shawky — Nahla Ahmed
End-user spending on public cloud ser-
vices in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region will total $5.7 billion in
2022, an increase of 19.2%, according to
the latest forecast by Gartner, Inc. While
still in double digits, growth in 2022 will be
slower compared to the forecasted 21.6%
growth in 2021.

“A renewed focus on technology growth
post COVID-19 in the region is leading to
continued growth in public cloud spend-
ing,” said Colleen Graham, senior research
director at Gartner. “Various MENA gov-
ernments’ policies on telemedicine, usage
of autonomous vehicles, smart cities and a
rapid move towards the next phase of the
fourth industrial revolution are opening

consultations on new Strategy for
Quality Health Infrastructure in Africa

By : Bakinam Khaled — Mohamed Helmy
The African Development Bank has launched a
consultation process with health ministers and
other partners as it develops a strategy to drive
enhanced access to health services across Af-
rica through 2030.

Input from ministers in the Bank’s 54 region-
al member countries, development partners
and civil society is expected to strengthen the
Bank’s Strategy for Quality Health Infrastruc-
ture in Africa (2021-2030). A robust scoping
study titled “Good Health and Well-being” un-
derpins the strategy.

“These consultations are crucial to ensure the de-
livery of an efficient, impactful and sustainable
strategy. The global Covid-19 pandemic and its
impact on lives and livelihoods strongly justi-
fies the Bank’s renewed investments in Africa’s
health infrastructure and efforts to strengthen
its health systems resilience,” said Dr. Beth
Dunford, the Bank’s Vice President for Agricul-
ture, Human and Social Development.

The Covid-19 pandemic exposed serious gaps
in African national health systems and over-
whelmed capacity to test for and treat the dis-
ease. Health infrastructure is unevenly distrib-
uted, and often of poor quality. Only half of the
primary health care facilities in sub-Saharan

Africa have access to clean water and adequate
sanitation.

The Strategy focuses on areas that match the
Bank’s comparative advantage, including
health infrastructure and building in flexibil-
ity to respond to the needs of regional member
countries. Particular focus areas are primary
health care infrastructure for under-served pop-
ulations, with supporting infrastructure invest-
ment to ensure that facilities are connected to
water and sanitation, energy, transport and com-
munications services; diagnostic infrastructure,
utilizing a range of delivery models, including
public-private collaborations; and connectiv-
ity for innovative health solutions, to expand
information and communications technology
links and facilitate innovations in health service
delivery.

The Bank’s investments in health infrastructure
will be packaged with knowledge work, policy
dialogue and technical assistance, and in part-
nership with other health sector actors. This
support will focus on effective health financing
strategies, including the expansion of health in-
surance to ensure low-income household access
and that investments are used effectively and
sustainably.

“Poor health undermines Africa’s economic pro-
ductivity. The continent’s health infrastructure
needs are too big to be met by any one, single
player. I welcome stakeholder inputs as the
Bank formulates a pipeline of operations in

| By :

new growth avenues for public cloud in
the region. Additionally, the attention given
to building and nurturing talent will turn a
new leaf in the region’s shift towards be-

coming a digital economy.”

MENA CIOs are turning towards cloud to
secure the quickest time to value for their
IT investments made over the last two years.

application and

In 2022, MENA CIOs will spend the most

on cloud application services (SaaS), which
includes business intelligence applications,
email and authoring, content services, cus-
tomer experience and relationship manage-
ment, and supply chain. This segment will
total $2.3 billion, an increase of 16% from
2021, and will account for 40% of the total
investment made on public cloud services

(see Table 1).

The second largest segment will be cloud
infrastructure
(PaaS), which is forecast to total $1.1 bil-
lion in 2022, an increase of 25.8% from
2021. The highest growth will be recorded
by cloud system infrastructure services
(TaaS). This segment will grow 36.8% to
total $895 million in 2022.

Countries in the MENA region are being
swept up in the global data revolution as
they shift from oil-driven economies to
data-driven economies. In a data-driven
economy, enterprises harness profits from
data and digital transformation and data
and governance have become vital issues.
“Public cloud services will have an integral
role to play in this transition as many public

services
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Graham.

and private sector projects in the pipeline
are dependent on successful and secure
deployment of public cloud services,”

said

ership.

The transition to Polygon also enables new
features and functionally for the Lympo eco-
system, with Lympo unveiling plans to release
its unique NFT staking platform soon after the

bridge is finalised. This feature will allow Lym-
po NFT holders to receive token rewards for
participating in staking activities. Lympo will
also move its athlete NFT minting pool to Poly-
gon with the addition of several new world-fa-
mous athletes, each with their own set of digital
collectibles (NFTs) ready to be claimed.

Lympo’s first-ever play-to-earn blockchain
game will arrive later in 2022. Users will be
able to leverage their LMTs and Lympo sports

" lympo Partners with Polygon Studios to Bridge NFTs to Polygon
Blockchain, Launch Play-to-Earn Games

By : Nahla Makled — Mohamed Helmy
Lympo, a sports non-fungible token (NFT)
minting platform and a subsidiary of Animoca
Brands, announced a partnership with Poly-
gon Studios, a new NFT-centric gaming and
metaverse hub designed to facilitate Web 3 in-
tegration. Lympo will bridge its Lympo Market
Token (LMT) and sports NFTs to Polygon’s
energy-efficient network, eliminating restric-
tive transaction fees for all users and providing
a scalable and sustainable solution for upcom-
ing Lympo play-to-earn blockchain games.

The Lympo NFT Minting Platform allows us-
ers to stake LMT and partner tokens in order
to mint NFTs depicting top-level athletes and
world champions such as MMA superstar Rose
Namajunas, or Eddie Hall, the world’s strong-
est man. Lympo NFTs are backed by intellec-
tual property rights and will be utilized in up-
coming Lympo play-to-earn blockchain games,
enhancing the user experience via digital own-

nels.

NFTs in-game to claim rewards or participate
in special events. The launch to Polygon will
also come with extra listing opportunities for
the LMT token, exposing LMT to a larger user
base and providing additional acquisition chan-

Ada Jonuse, CEO of Lympo, said, “We’ve al-
ways seen the Lympo NFT minting platform
as a multichain project. Digital collectibles
should be simple, available to everyone and
non-restrictive. That’s why we think Polygon is
an excellent first step in our multichain vision.
The cheaper and faster transactions enabled by
Polygon make the Lympo ecosystem faster and
more efficient. And, by joining Polygon’s fast-
growing ecosystem, our upcoming play-to-earn
blockchain games will be able to tap into a po-
tential audience of millions of new players.”
Charles Adkins, NFT Lead at Polygon Studios
said: “We’re delighted Lympo has transitioned
their gamified sports NFT ecosystem to Poly-
gon. We’re looking forward to providing all
the necessary support they need via Polygon
Studios, the dedicated gaming and NFT arm of
Polygon to continue to build on Lympo’s suc-
cess to date.”

o

| Ericsson launches Time-Critical commumcalmn for real-time 56 GKIIEI'IEIIGBS ‘

Weal EL Hoseny — Adel
Faeig

Ericsson is enhancing its 5G capa-
bilities with the launch of an end-
to-end solution that will guarantee
the consistent low latency and
high reliability demanded by time-
critical applications and services
for consumers, enterprises, and
public sector.

Ericsson is enabling Time-Critical
Communication through its new
Critical IoT product — easily de-
ployable as a software upgrade on
public and private 5G networks, in
wide and local areas, on any 5G
frequency band. Having deployed
5G networks globally with suc-
cessful rollouts of enhanced mo-
bile broadband and Fixed Wireless
Access services, the new solution
will allow communications ser-
vice providers to further enhance
experiences in real-time media use
cases like cloud gaming and AR/
VR, and unlock possibilities in re-
mote control, mobility automation,
and industrial control.

Apart from the estimated 2.5 bil-
lion mobile gamers across the
world who will enjoy lag-free
gaming experience, the new solu-
tion will thrill all 5G users looking
for immersive XR experiences. It

| will also benefit enterprises, indus-

tries, and public agencies where
production processes or mission-

critical services depend heavily
on high-performance reliable con-
nectivity.

Per Narvinger, Head of Product

Area Networks, says: “Ericsson
continues to introduce innovative
5G solutions that fuel the global
uptake of 5G. Now we are taking
5G to the next level with Time-
Critical Communication, a solu-
tion that will give our customers
the tools to expand their offerings
for the consumer, enterprise, and
public sectors and further mon-
etize 5G effectively.”

Ericsson’s Time-Critical Commu-
nication is a software toolbox for
resolving lags and interruptions in
mobile networks. It combines the
3GPP-specified ultra-reliable, low
latency communication (URLLC)
standard with Ericsson innova-
tions to mitigate major causes of

latency. Built on Ericsson’s ex-
pertise in Radio Access Network,
Transport, 5G Core, Service Man-
agement & Orchestration, BSS,
and support services, this software
product delivers consistent low
latency (50ms to 1ms) end to-
end at specified guarantee levels
(99.9 percent to 99.999 percent) —
enabling time-critical use cases at
scale.

Many emerging use cases are
time-critical in nature, demand-
ing the guarantee of consistent low
latency and highly reliable perfor-
mance, currently not possible in
today’s 4G and 5G networks. The
new solution is designed to ad-
dress that need and deliver on the
full promise of 5G.

Ericsson recently partnered with
Deutsche Telekom and Telstra to
show the benefits of L4S (Low La-
tency Low Loss Scalable through-
put) technology in reducing lag in
an interactive cloud game. L4S
is one of the new features in the
Time-Critical Communication
toolbox. Ericsson has also reached
a new milestone with MediaTek
by proving that 5G can deliver
Ims consistent low latency with
99.99 percent reliability in both
uplink and downlink on mmWave
band.

Tomohiro Sekiwa, Managing Ex-
ecutive Officer and Chief Network

Officer at SoftBank, says: “We |
believe that Time-Critical Com-
munication is key to realizing the
full potential of 5G. One indus-l
try where this solution can play a
transformative role is automotive
and transportation. With reliable
and consistent low latency connec-
tivity, 5G can also vastly improve
public health and safety, traffic ef-
ficiency, and make transportation |
more sustainable.”

Channa Seneviratne, Executive,
Technology Development & Solu- |
tions, at Telstra, says: “We have
been working with Ericsson as a
technology partner to constantly
improve the customer experience
via enhanced network capabilities.
Time-Critical Communication
tools such as L4S will allow us
to deliver consistent low latency, |
which is crucial for applications
like real-time video, AR/VR, and
cloud gaming.” |
JS Pan, General Manager, Wire-
less Communication System and |
Partnerships, at MediaTek, says:
“Together with Ericsson we have
shown what 5G can deliver in
terms of consistent low latency
and high reliability in both uplink |
and downlink. This key milestone
proves that 5G can enable the most
demanding, time-critical applica-
tions such as real-time control of
industrial automation systems.” l

— — — — —

vivo Egypt Unveils its Latest Y21
Smartphon with 64 GB Storage
to the Egyptian Market

\Vi\V/e

By : Basel Khaled — Mohamed El Kholy

Derived from the vivo Y-series; vivo Y21 Dual
SIM (Nano-SIM and Dual Stand-by) Smartphone
is set to hit Egypt’s shelves on the 25TH of Octo-
ber. The modern yet practical smartphone features
a lengthy battery life, brilliant user interface, and
dashing designs.

It’s no secret that Egyptians live a fast-paced, tech-
nology-driven lifestyle. Whether one is storming to
catch their appointment, or casually spending the
entire day outdoors, vivo’s Y21 8mm thickness
and 182gm weight will have its users clutching
onto their phones with ease. The modern yet practi-
cal smartphone facilitates the process of toggling
between apps amid any busy settings due to its
6.51-inch capacitive multi-touch LCD screen and
1600x720 Pixels (HD+) that results in rich visuals.
Additionally, the super smart device comes in two
striking colors; metallic blue and diamond glow.
Y21 force is showcased through its S000mAh pro-
longed battery and 18 W Fast Charge that help users
storm through their busiest days.

Powered by an Operating System Funtouch OS11.1,
vivo’s Y21 enables a smooth and seamless user ex-
perience. Additionally, its 4GB RAM and extended
RAM 2.0 utilizes up to 1GB of idle ROM space,
simplifying day-today interactions with the device
and ensuring a breezy switch between apps. When
it comes to storage, Y21 comes armed with 64GB
of space which can be expanded up to 1TB to store
movies, music, games and pictures etc.

Capturing every memory on camera has become
the primary focus for the majority of smartphone
users. Fortunately, vivo’s Y21 assists in capturing
crisp landscape& portrait photographs, videos and
more with its front SMP and rear 13 MP + 2MP
camera that includes a powerful LED flash to en-
sure dazzling image quality. Also, the devices
robust side-mounted fingerprint scanner and face
wake sensor will grant users the ability to unlock
their phones in one seamless motion.

Y21’s Ultra Game Mode has been developed to en-
hance sensory gaming experience, allowing users
to play and enjoy the benefits of winning in style.
The smartphone’s 6.51-inch HD+ Halo Display,
including in-cell technology immerses its users
in piercing details and eye-catching colors while
watching movies or playing games. The additional
Eye Protection Mode thoughtfully eliminates the
harmful blue light to provide a more comfortable
and enjoyable viewing experience.

Next World Radiocommunication
Conference on track for 2023

By : Nahla Makled — Nahla Ahmed

The next World Radiocommunication Conference,
WRC-23, will take place between 20 November and
15 December 2023, the International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU) confirmed today following a consul-
tation with the ITU Member States around the world.

The conference, where governments, regulators and
industry gather to update the ITU Radio Regulations,
will take place in one of the main cities of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), either Abu Dhabi or Dubai.
Held every four years for a period of four weeks, the
World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) is
mandated to update the Radio Regulations, the sole in-
ternational treaty governing the use of radio-frequency
spectrum and satellite orbits.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has proven the essential
nature of digital technologies and services,” said ITU
Secretary-General Houlin Zhao. “Yet challenges per-
sist in efforts connect the other half of the world’s pop-
ulation by 2030. ITU Member States will use WRC-23
to pave the way for new, more innovative ways to con-
nect the world using both terrestrial and space-based
communication technologies .



By : Basel Khaled - Weal El Hoseny
The OECD and the Government of the Arab

Republic of Egypt today signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding (MoU) to start a three-
year Country Programme.

The Programme will support a structural re-
form agenda by providing analysis, advice
and guidance to inform the design and imple-
mentation of policies to help address Egypt’s
main economic challenges, while moving
towards closer alignment with OECD policy
standards.

OECD Secretary-General Mathias Cormann
and Dr Mostafa Madbouly, Prime Minister
of the Arab Republic of Egypt, signed the
agreement at the OECD’s Paris headquarters.
Prime Minister Madbouly was accompanied
by Egypt’s Ministers of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development, International
Cooperation, Trade and Industry, Commu-
nications and Information Technology, and
Electricity and Renewable Energy.

“Today we have taken an important step for-
ward in our collaboration with Egypt,” Sec-
retary-General Cormann said. “As North
Africa’s biggest economy and one of the
most engaged Middle East and North Aftrica
(MENA) countries in OECD committees,
Egypt is an important partner for the OECD.
Egypt’s commitment to this programme dem-
onstrates its clear commitment to necessary
structural reforms to benefit the Egyptian
people.”

“Such a comprehensive Country Programme
can help Egypt to increase its competitive-
ness and integration in the global economy,”

said Prime Minister Madbouly. “The Country
Programme will enable Egypt to advance on
its priorities under the second phase of the
National Programme for Economic and So-
cial Reform. It will also serve as guidance for
the implementation of the recently revised
sustainable development strategy Egypt Vi-
sion 2030.”

The Country Programme envisions 35 pro-
jects with a co-ordination function to ensure
that it is implemented and monitored effec-
tively. The work will proceed across five the-
matic pillars:

Pillar 1: Inclusive and sustainable economic
growth will address bottlenecks to productiv-
ity growth, promote competition in the econ-
omy, develop financial markets, and address
other priorities to nurture a more competitive
and inclusive economy. Egypt was the only
country in the MENA region to see posi-
tive GDP growth in 2020 despite the global
Covid-19 pandemic. According to the latest

By : Nahla Makled - Mohamed Helmy

The National Academy of Science and
Skills (NASS) has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with Microsoft
to deploy Microsoft capacity building
solutions and resources in 8 applied tech-
nology schools.

The agreement aims to empower NASS
ACADEMY with a holistic technology
framework to equip students in applied
technology schools with the skills they
need to succeed in a digital world and en-
able economic growth and innovation in
line with Egypt Vision 2030

Chairman of the National Academy of
Sciences and Skills (NASS) Board of
Directors, Dr. Laila Iskandar, stated, “As
Egypt embarks on an integrated digi-
tal transformation journey, we have the
responsibility to equip our students to
thrive in the fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion by providing them with future ready
skills that increase their competitiveness
in the job market and enhance their em-
ployability . We are looking forward to
partnering with Microsoft to prepare our
students with the 21st century skills they
need to flourish as tomorrow’s workers in
an increasingly digital future.

Engineer Mirna Arif, Country Manager
Microsoft Egypt also spoke on the occa-
sion, saying, “More than 50% of today’s
jobs require digital proficiency, and ex-
perts expect this percentage to rise to 77%
in less than a decade. Schools are respon-
Qible for preparing students for a modern

(" The National Academy of Science and Skills partners
with Microsoft to drive digital capacity building in 8 Ap-
plied Technology Sl}hﬂllls

By:

projections of Egypt’s Ministry of Planning
and Economic Development, real GDP is
expected to grow by 3.3% in 2020/21, before
reaching 5.6% in 2021/22. Distributing the
dividends of such growth is a key priority for
the Egyptian government.

Pillar 2: Innovation and digital transformation
includes projects that will intersect with edu-
cation policy and human capital development
to better take advantage of the digital trans-
formation and promote innovation. Egypt in-
vests 0.72% of GDP in R&D, a third of the
OECD average (2.37%). While digital con-
nectivity has improved, significant room for
growth remains.

Pillar 3: Governance and anti-corruption
will address a series of priority issues such
as administrative reforms, better legislation,
regulations and institutions, digital govern-
ment, the rule of law and anti-corruption. Im-
proving governance, strengthening the rule of
law and the fight against corruption remains

an important priority for Egypt as it aims to
promote a greater level playing field for the
private sector.

Pillar 4: Statistics will aim to improve data in
specific themes, including the economy, pri-
vate sector performance, gender, and trade in
value-added. Improving the availability and
governance of statistics in Egypt is essential
to gather comprehensive evidence, including
on the state of the economy, the population,
the territory, and the environment.

Pillar 5: Sustainable development includes
projects on strengthening frameworks gov-
erning the implementation of the SDGs, as
well as promoting green growth, clean energy
and quality infrastructure investments. Egypt
recently revised its sustainable development
strategy Vision 2030 to adapt to the most re-
cent changes in the economy and ensure better
alignment with the Sustainable Development
Agenda 2030 and the African Union’s Agenda
2063. All pillars will have a strong focus on
gender equality and the inclusion of women
and young people in the economy and society,
as well as on supporting the formalisation of
SMEs. Currently, informality accounts for up
to 40% of GDP and unemployment rates for
youth and women are among the highest in
the MENA region, at 30% and 22% respec-
tively. The Programme will also support the
regional work of the OECD in the MENA
region such as the MENA-OECD Initiative
on Governance and Competitiveness for De-
velopment. As a key partner in this Initiative,
Egypt can help disseminate and bring policy
perspectives to and from the MENA region.
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NFT Google Searches Increase 100x
In 12 Months

By : Mohamed Shawky — Adel Farig

Following a couple of relatively dormant months, the NFT
market has sprung back to life and is hitting record after
new record. Its resurgence has served to disprove multiple
obituaries written for the space after it plummeted from its
meteoric highs in early 2021.

According to the research data analyzed and published by
Wette.de, the global NFT market has a market capitalization
of $43.08 billion as of October 25, 2021. Its trading volume
is around $3.6 billion.

For the past 10 months, weekly NFT sales range between
$10 million and $20 million. There have been a number of
wild weeks that have seen up to $170 million in sales. For
instance, between the end of April 2021 and the end of May
2021, weekly trading volume rose from $50 million to near-
ly $200 million, a stunning 300% rise.

Clearly, global interest in non-fungible tokens (NFTs) has
been on a steep rise over the past year. Based on data from
Google Trends, the month of August 2021 alone saw world-
wide interest in the NFT asset class surge by a whopping
426%.

At the beginning of August 2021, the keyword “how to buy
NFT” had 20 searches. By August 29, it had risen to 100.
For perspective, the level of search interest is measured in
points, with 0 being the lowest and 100, the highest.

As of October 2021, Beeple still ranks first on the list of
top NFT artists with a total artwork value of $145.03 mil-
lion. He has sold 1,346 artworks so far with an average sale
of $107,752 according to Cryptoart.io. The second-ranking
artist, Pak, follows at a considerable distance with $56.41

workplace, so we are fully committed to
systematically support educational insti-
tutions at every level with the required
technology tools, training, and resources.
Our partnership with The National Acad-
emy of Science and Skills (NASS) comes
in line with our commitment to provide
engaging technologies that optimize the
education experience and empower stu-
dents to build the technology skills they
need to thrive in an ever-evolving job
market.

Through the memorandum of understand-
ing, Microsoft and NASS Academy have
identified several activities set to empow-
er NASS ACADEMY to develop the nec-
essary foundational capabilities required
for their skilling engagements as well as
learning resources and tools to include
in the schools’ curricula aimed to build
skills and a foundational understanding
of technology—complements classroom
learning and study materials to best pre-
pare students for in-demand jobs. y,

To safeguard the security of data and transac-
tions across its new Chugin mobile banking app
aimed at private customers, Chugoku Bank, Ltd.
has adopted Kaspersky Mobile Security software
development kit (SDK). With the financial sector
demanding highly secure applications and sys-
tems to protect company and customer data, the
Kaspersky solution not only provides this peace
of mind but rich functionality and usability.

The prevalence of mobile banking apps has risen
over the past 18 months due to the pandemic, with
many more customers turning to apps to make
payments, check their balance and transfer funds
as physical buildings closed and restrictions on
movement were imposed. However, as user num-
bers have risen, so too have the tactics of cyber-
criminals looking to exploit customers and banks,
with fake apps, Trojans and malware attacks all
increasing.

Kaspersky Mobile Security SDK is a software de-
velopment kit that allows for easy implementation
of security functionality in mobile apps. While
the SDK is used globally, it is the first time it has
been adopted within the Japanese market. Chu-
goku Bank selected the Kaspersky Mobile Secu-
rity SDK primarily because of the varied security
functionality on offer, including measures to safe-
guard against phishing and fake apps and features
for malware detection and data protection. The
Bank also cited the high cost-performance offered
through licensing, which was a key requirement
in the tender process.

Thanks to close collaboration between the app
developers and Kaspersky’s system engineers, the
adoption of the service was smooth and without
delays. The whole process — from defining re-
quirements, through to development and release

of the app — only took six months.

The Chugin app currently allows users to view
their balance and account details, make payments
and transfer funds, among other features. Within a
month of offering the service on July 7, 2021, user
numbers had exceeded 20,000. Moving forward,
Chugoku Bank is planning to further expand the
functionality of the app to offer more enhanced
services.

“Our bank is the first to use this SDK in Japan, but
despite being the first adopter in the region we felt
totally at ease. Kaspersky has proven expertise in
dealing with current and evolving security threats,
and plenty of experience working at a global level
meaning we were able to adopt the solution with-
out any concerns,” comments Osamu Takada, As-
sistant Manager, Channel Strategy Group, Busi-
ness Promotion Department, Chugoku Bank.

Ai Ueda, Channel Strategy Group, Business Pro-
motion Department, Chugoku Bank added, “In
comparing a number of SDKs and their ability to
cover threats that such a mobile app would face,
we selected Kaspersky as it demonstrated the

f

E-commerce growth is predicted to reach the pre-pandemic level by the end of this year.

most security countermeasures.”

hurdles to international merchants.

By : Nahla Makled — Weal El Ho-
seny

With global e-commerce sales pre-
dicted to reach $4.9 trillion by the
end of this year, e-commerce has
shaped new consumer habits when
it comes to shopping preferences.
Despite these predictions, e-com-
merce growth and accessibility in
certain regions is still off-limits due
to existing constraints that could be
solved—with the right timing and
approach.

In the first quarter of 2021, global e-
commerce recorded $876 billion in
sales—up 38% year-over-year, with
predictions of a continued growth
of 24.5% by 2025. Yet, the surge
has not been as widespread as it
would seem at a first glance. Huge
numbers of the population in Fast-
Growing and Emerging markets

\

are unbanked—as many as 50% of
Africans are still financially exclud-
ed, South and Central Americans
following close behind with 38%.
Because of this, certain regions are
facing limitations when it comes to
cross-border e-commerce.

Frank Breuss, CEO and co-founder
of Nikulipe, a Fintech company cre-
ating and connecting Local Payment
Methods to access Emerging and
Fast-Growing Markets, points out
that, while each Emerging Market
has its own specific issues around
cross-border payments, there are
three main ones that stand out as
most prevalent.

“Problems that are stifling growth
in Fast-Growing and Emerging
markets have been around for ages.
Variety of payment cards, country-
specific legislation and currency

restrictions, as well as logistics are
among the key issues hindering e-
commerce growth. For example,
while payment cards like Visa and
Mastercard are widely available in
North America or Western Europe,
they’re not easily accessible in Fast-
Growing and Emerging markets.
Even if consumers have payment
cards, these are often local ones,
intended for domestic use only,

meaning they cannot be used to
purchase goods from international
merchants.”

Breuss elaborates that the situation
is similar with bank transfers. For
those who have accounts with local
banks, these financial institutions,
in most cases, are not well-connect-
ed to the banking network interna-
tionally, making cross-border bank
transfers very slow and expensive.
Country-specific legislations or the
lack of them are also ongoing strug-
gles for Fast-Growing and Emerg-
ing markets. Operational payment
limits, where payment orders can be
placed only on working days during
certain hours, is something that Lat-
in America deals with. Fragmented
market is an ongoing headache
for Africa—with over 40 different
currencies and regulators, it poses

According to Breuss, even if a con-
sumer is able to purchase goods or
services off an international website,
the merchant might not have easy
access to the payment itself.
Logistics issues like shipment re-
strictions or custom hold ups are
another additional battle for many
Emerging markets, adds Breuss.
International merchants have to fig-
ure out ways to get goods to their
clients in these regions in time, as
well as overcome customs holdups,
which add up to delays.

To help solve these issues for inter-
national Merchants and at the same
time include as many consumers
in global e-commerce as possible
is not an easy task—it takes time,
local know-how and perseverance,
Breuss notes. )

Trend Micro hlocked over 21 million threats in Egynt: reveals its Midyear round up report for H12021

By :

Mohamed El Kholy — Mohamed

malicious URL victim attacks, and over 5,230

nies to transform digitally, thus making cyber

million in total value.

TAE TECHNOLOGIES PARTNERS WITH JA-
PAN'S INSTITUTE OF FUSION SCIENGE (NIFS)
FOR FUSION FUEL RESEARCH

By : Mohamed Helmy — Basel Khaled
TAE Technologies, the world’s largest private fusion en-
ergy company, today announced a landmark partnership
with Japan’s National Institute of Fusion Science (NIFS)
that enables the two organizations to test the effects of hy-
drogen-boron (p-B11) fusion reactions in the NIFS Large
Helical Device (LHD). The results of this research have
the potential to unlock a new milestone in TAE’s mission to
develop commercial fusion power with p-B11, the cleanest
and most affordable fuel for fusion cycles.

Fusion is the process of combining elements to release
large amounts of energy. It is a carbon-free, baseload en-
ergy solution to address both climate change and the grow-
ing global energy demand.

Most fusion efforts around the world are focused on com-
bining hydrogen isotopes deuterium-tritium (D-T) to use as
fuel; the donut-shaped tokamak machines commonly used
in fusion concepts are limited to D-T fuel.

In contrast, TAE’s compact linear design uses an advanced
beam-driven field-reversed configuration (FRC) that can
accommodate all available fusion fuel cycles, includ-
ing D-T and deuterium-helium-3 (D-He-3), a benefit that
uniquely enables the company to license its technology on
the way to its ultimate goal of connecting the first p-B11
fusion power plant to the grid by the end of this decade.

TAE is developing commercial fusion power plants using
p-B11 because it is the most economical and environmen-
tally friendly fuel cycle for fusion. P-B11 eliminates the
need for breeding tritium, thus offering cleaner, safer op-
erations while maximizing the durability and lifetime of the
fusion plant. The boron in p-B11 is ubiquitous in nature,
found in vast deposits in the earth’s crust and sea water,
and is used in detergents and other industrial commodities.
The partnership between NIFS and TAE represents the first
public-private fusion research using this advanced fuel.

Valmet has signed a EUR 300 million
syndicated revolving credit facility with
amargin linked to its climate targets

By : Basel Khaled - Wael El Hoseny

Valmet has signed a new EUR 300 million sustainability-
linked syndicated revolving credit facility (RCF) agreement.
The new RCF refinances an existing EUR 200 million credit
facility and will be used for general corporate purposes. The
facility has a tenor of 3 years with two 1-year extension
options dependent on the approval of the banks concerned.
The margin under the RCF will be partly adjusted based on

Shawky

Trend Micro Incorporated (TYO: 4704; TSE:
4704), a global leader in cybersecurity solu-
tions, today released its Midyear Security
Roundup for H1 2021: Attacks from All An-
gles. The report shares insights on the evolved
threat landscape from the first half of the year
and provides strategic guidance for leaders to
protect their organizations in the digital econ-
omy.

The report states that globally Trend Micro so-
lutions blocked 40.9 billion email threats, mali-
cious files, and malicious URLs for customers
in H1 2021, with a 47% year-on-year increase.
Ransomware remained the standout threat
in the first half of the year as cybercriminals
continued to target big-name victims. They
used Advanced Persistent Threat tools and
techniques to steal and encrypt victims’ data.

Eqypt
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The banking industry was disproportionately
affected, experiencing a 1,318% year-on-year
increase in ransomware attacks in the first half
of 2021.

In Egypt, Trend Micro solutions detected and
blocked over 13 million (13,867,058) email
threats, prevented over 1.4 million (1,453,650)

¥ rene

URL hosts. In addition, over 681K (681,989)
malware attacks were identified and stopped.
The report also shows that home networks in
Egypt were a major attraction for cybercrimi-
nals looking to pivot to corporate systems,
devices, and networks. Trend Micro’s Smart
Home Network (SHN) solutions blocked over
12K (12,722) SHN inbound and outbound at-
tacks combined, preventing over 11 million
(11,192,800) such SHN events for hackers to
target or control home devices from execut-
ing malware, obtaining sensitive information,
intercepting communications, or launching
external attacks.

“The Trend Micro Mid-year report highlights
the evolved threat landscape and the need to
adopt robust security solutions by enterprises,”
said Ashraf Serag, Country Manager, Trend
Micro Egypt. “The pandemic forced compa-

security a critical component of their growth
journey. Hence, it is imperative for them to re-
assess their security stance and strengthen their
security posture to be able to combat modern-
day threats. The mid-year-round up report acts
as a guide to help IT decision-makers take
appropriate decisions to better protect their or-
ganizations against threats across all environ-
ments.”

Trend Micro has been collaborating with the
public and private sectors to raise awareness
and resolve gaps to enable secure digital trans-
formation journeys for organizations in Egypt.
The company is at the forefront in introducing
new security solutions for businesses, leav-
ing no stone unturned in providing enhanced
visibility, threat intelligence, and extended de-
tection and response at every stage of their IT
journeys.

Valmet’s progress in meeting its Climate program targets.
Valmet's Climate Program — Forward to a carbon neutral
future - includes ambitious COL emission reduction targets
and concrete actions for the whole value chain, including
the supply chain, Valmet’s own operations, and customers’
use of Valmet’s technologies. The Climate Program's tar-
gets have been approved by the Science Based Targets ini-
tiative. The program is fully aligned with the Paris Climate
Agreement’s 1.5-degree pathway and United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals. Danske Bank A/S and Nordea
Bank Abp acted as Coordinating Mandated Lead Arrang-
ers and Bookrunners as well as Sustainability Coordinators
for the facility while Bank of America, BNP Paribas, Citi,
Credit Agricole Corporate & Investment Bank, OP Corpo-
rate Bank, SEB and Standard Chartered acted as Mandated
Lead Arrangers. Danske Bank A/S is acting as Agent.
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