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Under the auspices of MCIT :
Techne Stplmmit Alexandria Returns for Its 9th
Alexandrina From 7th to 10th of October

By : Faten ElKholy
Dina Abdelmoneim

Techne Summit, the
Mediterranean’s premier
investment and startup event,
is thrilled to announce that the
much-anticipated 9th edition of its
flagship event, “Techne Summit
Alexandria”, will take place from
the 7th to the 10th of October
2023 at the iconic Bibliotheca
Alexandrina under the auspices of
the Ministry of Communications
&  Information  Technology,
Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA),
Digital Economy and Technology
General Division (DETGD),
and the Federation of Egyptian
Chambers of Commerce
(FEDCOC).

The esteemed sponsors of this
year’s event include Zain Tech,

is organized by Markade Agency.
Techne  Summit Alexandria
2023 will gather top-notch
entrepreneurs and investors from
around 40 different countries to
engage inintricate discussions and
tackle pressing industry topics.
With a staggering lineup of 300
speakers, including 220 investors,
and 145 exhibiting startups and
companies, the event is set to
draw over 35,000 attendees and
will feature industry-leading
experts, with renowned brands
such as Microsoft, Roche, Fawry,
Novartis, Amazon, UN Women,
UNDP, and many more. These
leaders will converge to delve into
discussions on tech, innovation,
and investment across 10 distinct
tracks.

With over 80 informative sessions,
invaluable content, and 50
interactive exclusive workshops,

Abussaud, Founding Manager
Partner at HALA Ventures; and
Mohammed Al-Rashidi, Founder
and Executive Chairman of One
Global VC. Notably, investors
from as far as the United States,
including Joanne Wong, Chair
of IEEE Entrepreneurship, and
Keo Sar, Executive Director

investment in entrepreneurship
and innovation.

Commenting on the event,
the Ambassador of Sweden in
Cairo, H.E. Mr. Hakan Emsgard,
said, “In almost two weeks,
Techne Summit 2023 will
open its doors in Alexandria.
For the ninth year in a row,

e Lred) P LC

cash-to-digital  transformation,
investment platforms, remittance
services, and regtech solutions,
among others. The Embassy of
Sweden is looking forward to
yet another successful Techne
Summit. Sweden will continue
to work together with Egypt in
many areas, especially in the
areas of entrepreneurship, tech
and innovation.”

Tarek El Kady, Founder of
Techne Summit, said: “In recent
years, we’ve seen the critical need
for corporate innovation. Many
startups struggle to address real
market challenges. Through our
innovation program, exemplified
by SehaTech, Cropsa, Flash Lead,
and Clinido, we’ve witnessed
outstanding achievements; from
gaining public awareness, raising
capital, and growth in market
share.
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Edition at Bibliotheca

renowned line-up of speakers to
help corporations navigate this
innovation journey.”

The highlight of the event is
the Mediterranean Investor
Matchmaking  Pitch, where
up to 30 handpicked startups
will pitch to the most relevant
investors, perfectly aligned
with their stage, geography, and
industry. In addition to Techne
Summit’s annual Techne Arena
that will host two exciting
competitions, featuring startups
from diverse industries powered
by Nilepreneurs, and a Fintech
Competition by the Swedish
Embassy.

It is worth mentioning that
Techne Summit has earned
its reputation as the ideal
platform for deal sourcing
since it kickstarted in 2015
as it attracts both established

Egypt at Web Summit 2023,
it’s time to GO GLOBAL

o be born @

Where the futur

EGYPT at

it’s time to GO GLOBAL!

[ 13- 16 Mow 2023

By ; Ameen Kadry — Mostafa Ibrahim

Web Summit is the largest tech conference in the world,
gathering more than 900 speakers, 2,300 startups, 1,200
investors, 2,500 global journalists, and 70,000 attendees.
MCIT, ITIDA, and DETGD will support early
stage Egyptian high tech startup to exhibit”
in Web Summit from 13-16 November 2023
At a time of great uncertainty for industry upon industry
and the world itself, Web Summit gathers the founders
and CEOs of technology companies, fast-growing

gllgvarlt)llséﬁn?lnlg Eggﬁ:é?sr? s tl?z Techne Summit Alexandria 2023 of AUgu§t Hill, will join the Sweden is sponsoring a pitching We are proud to witness a new  and rising startups. Moreover, | startups, policymakers, and heads of state to ask a

Micro. Small and Nfedium is set to be a pivotal moment for Investors’ Bootcamp to explore  competition to support AEgyptla’n milestone in Techne Summit’s  the eighth edition of the Techne simple question: where to next?

Enter[;rises Development the region’s tech and innovation ~ co-Investment ~ opportunities, — entrepreneurs }’,Vlth this years  journey incollaboration withthe ~ Summit Alexandria achieved | The stages cover topics ranging from deep tech

Agency (MSMEDA), Hivos, and ~ €c0system. The  summit _ will network, and discuss the most  theme “Fintech”. We believe it’s  Embassy of Sweden with this ~remarkable success, hosting | and data science to design and environmental

Investors of the Medi’terranez’in as host prominent investors critical . c,halllenges facing  a vibrant sector .for an evolV}ng yearfs qdltlon which represents  more than 30,000 participants, sustainability. . )

the Gold sponsors; and Paragon from the Gulf Cooperation the region’s investment and young population presenting a significant opportunity to 400 speakers, 200 investors, | If you are an Egyptian Technology Startup that is less

Pepsico. Roche. and Trianelz as ~ council  (GCC),  including entrepreneurship landscape. The  numerous  opportunities  t0  network, exchange expertise, more than 180 exhibitors from | than 5 years old and has raised less than $5M, apply
PRico, ; e Waleed  Alballaa,  General —summit will place a significant ~Egypt for the youthful tech join workshops in the presence leading companies, and over | now and don’t miss the chance to participate in Web

the Silver sponsors; and the event

Partner at Sukna Ventures; Ali

emphasis on attracting foreign

talent pool in financial inclusion, of

some of the world’s

1,000 exhibitors from startups.

Summit 2023.

Mastercard SME Confidence Index: 92% of SMEs in Egypt
see growth potential from easier access to funding

By : Mostafa Ibrahim — Ameen

adry
From surviving to thriving in the post-
COVID world, small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) are optimistic about
2023 revenue projections; however, SMEs
in Egypt are still picking up pace. These
are the findings of the second edition of the
Mastercard Eastern Europe, Middle East
and Africa (EEMEA) SME Confidence
Index.
The 2021 inaugural SME Confidence Index
delved into the impact of the pandemic on
SMEs across sectors, products and services,
and how they are embracing a digital future.
As a continuation, the second edition of the
survey reveals that SMEs in Egypt view
easier access to funding as the biggest
opportunity for business growth.
SME:s in Egypt are cautious about the year
ahead Less than a half (43%) of SMEs in the
country are confident about business growth
this year compared to 2022.
As companies recover from the pandemic
and return to the growth phase, the research
shows that 36% of SMEs in Egypt project
similar or increased revenue in the next 12
months.
Easy access to funding remains a key
factor for growth in Egypt — 92% of
SMEs find access to capital and resources
crucial to sustaining the upward trajectory
in  2023.The International Finance
Corporation (IFC) estimates the value of
the total financing gap for SMEs in MENA

at $210 to $240 billion.

“The latest Mastercard SME Confidence
Index has highlighted the urgent need to
close the SME funding gap in Egypt and
empower the country’s small businesses
to realize their full potential. In line with
our long-standing commitment to fueling
the growth of the digital economy in
this important market, we are working
in tandem with the public and private
sector to create an enabling environment
for SMEs to flourish,” said Adam Jones,
Country General Manager, MENA Central,
Mastercard.

SME:s in Egypt have identified training and

upskilling staff (89%), access to training and
development support (88%) and accepting
omnichannel digital payments (85%) as
other main drivers of growth.

Adoption of digital payment solutions
is on the rise in Egypt, with 88% of
consumers in the region having used at
least one emerging payment method in the
last year. Mastercard works as a trusted
partner of the country’s government to
enable small businesses to go digital,
driving economic equality and inclusive
prosperity. The company has pledged to
connect 50 million SMEs worldwide to
the digital economy by 2025.

By : Dina Abdelmoneim — Mohamed
Elattar

VMware will showcase its latest
innovations and solutions to empower
customers to become truly innovative
digital ~ organizations by  securely
managing and operating their operations
across multi-cloud environments, at
GITEX 2023 to be held at Dubai World
Trade Centre on October 16 — 20, 2023.
From its booth in Hall 7, Stand H7 -
B10, VMware will demonstrate how
its newest launches — many of which
will be on show for the first time in the
Middle East — can enable customers to
drive enterprise adoption of generative
artificial intelligence (Al) and tap into the
value of trusted data. The new solutions
help to modernise, optimise, and better
protect organizations with new cloud
transformation  capabilities;  develop,
deliver, and enhance apps across clouds;
accelerate  digital transformation at
the edge; and improve the employee
experience.

Visitors to VMware’s stand will also get
the chance to experience the company’s
new Private Al offerings that drive
enterprise adoption of generative Al and
tap into the value of trusted data as part of
a multi-cloud strategy.

Ahmed Auda, Vice President and GM,
Middle East, Turkey & North Africa,
VMware, said: “As we move rapidly
into the Al era, VMware is dedicated to
helping organisations embrace a multi-

cloud and app-centric approach while

simultaneously empowering them to
tap the power of generative Al to gain
maximum value from their data. We
look forward to demonstrating how
organizations in the region can achieve
greater levels of agility and efficiency
by embracing a multi-cloud approach,
while also respecting data sovereignty
rules and customers’ data privacy needs.
We’re excited to meet customers and new
prospects from all verticals to demonstrate
how they can take their innovation to the

VMware to Showcase Power of Multi-Cloud and
Al to Drive Transformation at GITEX

next level.”

With many customers, particularly
government organizations in the region,
concerned about data sovereignty,
VMware will demonstrate sovereign
cloud solutions in a dedicated room at its
booth, allowing customers to see exactly
how they can gain all the benefits of cloud
while keeping key data either on site or
in country.

VMware will celebrate its strong and
diverse partner network at GITEX, with
top partners including GBM Abu Dhabi,
CCI and MIDIS Group joining its stand.
Top VMware regional and global
executives including Ahmed Auda, Joe
Baguley, VP and CTO EMEA; and Ricky
Cooper, head of worldwide partner and
commercial sales, will attend the event
and be on hand to discuss innovation with
customers and new prospects.

VMware is well-positioned to support
organizations across the region with
its transformation plans as it continues
to expand its presence in the UAE and
the Middle East. Since opening its first
regional office in Dubai in 2012, VMware
has grown its Middle East operation
from 26 employees to a regional hub
with more than 500 staff. VMware is
committed to helping organizations
achieve their transformation goals by
enabling unprecedented flexibility in
how they build and evolve their digital
environments and serve customers.

Across the Arab States region ;

UNDP and MBREF partner with Coursera to launch an

ABB is first in world to deliver IES ultra-premium
motor efficiency in explosive environments
By : Wael Elgafary — Mohamed Shawky

SEVEN GAME-CHANGING INVENTIONS UNVEILED IN
THE NEW SEASON 15 OF STARS OF SCIENCE

initiative to enhance skills for future job markets

By : Dina Abdelmoneim —
Ali Eldeeb

Marking the 15th anniversary
of their partnership at the 78th
session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA 78),
the United Nations Development
Programme = (UNDP)  and
the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum  Knowledge
Foundation (MBRF) teamed
up with the leading online
learning platform, Coursera,
to launch the FutureSkills4All
initiative — a transformative
programme aimed to provide
scholarships for upskilling and
reskilling citizens across the
Arab States region to enhance
their employability in jobs of the
future that will drive economic
growth in the region.

“Skills development to
meet the challenges of the
21st century requires robust
collaboration and innovation.
The FutureSkills4All initiative
that we are launching today will
shape a future where everyone
has equal and easy access to
quality continuing education
and skills development,” said
Abdallah Al Dardari, Assistant
Secretary-General,  Assistant
Administrator and  Director
of the Regional Bureau for
Arab States at UNDP. “We are
confident that this initiative will
pave the way for thousands of
people to seize the opportunities
of tomorrow and boost our
pursuit of the vision of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in the Arab States
region.”

The skills required in today’s

job market are changing faster
than ever before, largely
due to accelerated digital
transformation and  new
technologies. Recent studies
show that more than 60 percent
of workers will need retraining
by 2027. Only half of those
workers currently have access to
adequate training opportunities.
“Partnerships like these reflect
the United Arab Emirates’ vision
of progress and innovation,
empowering individuals with
the knowledge and skills they
need for the future. Together,
we aim to foster an environment
where every individual can
thrive in the digital age,” said
H.E. Jamal Bin Huwaireb,
CEO of MBRFE “Launching
this initiative with UNDP and
Coursera at such an important
platform, not only underscores
the commitment of our nation
to the development of the Arab
States region but also to global
cooperation and knowledge
exchange.

The one-year pilot programme
aims to provide thousands of
people with the opportunity

in-demand and

to develop
career-relevant skills and create
a more flexible and resilient
workforce. In its initial phase,
it will be available to 5,500
Arab nationals in nine countries,
including Algeria, Egypt, Iraq,

Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco,
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and the
United Arab Emirates. The
programme will open to recent
graduates, entrepreneurs, and
job seekers, with a focus on
people in underserved and
vulnerable communities. It also
aims to help micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises, and
public institutions, improve
their employees’ skills.
“We’re proud to partner with
UNDP and MBRF to equip
thousands of citizens across
the Arab States region with
the in-demand skills and
credentials needed to participate
in the digital economy,” said
Jeftf Maggioncalda, CEO of
Coursera. “This initiative will
improve  employability  for
jobseekers, help employers and
entrepreneurs stay competitive,
and drive economic prosperity
across the region.”

ABB has extended its award-winning IE5 SynRM (synchronous
reluctance motor) series with a brand-new addition: the IES SynRM
Increased Safety motor. In a world-first, customers operating in
hazardous area industries can now ensure safety and boost their
energy efficiency by deploying motors that offer up to 40 percent
lower energy losses compared to commonly used IE3 motors.

ABB will be present at Abu Dhabi International Petroleum
Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC) from Oct 2 to 5 at its
Stand 3110 in Hall 3 at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre

(ADNEC).

The new version of the IES SynRM motor has been developed for
use in potentially explosive atmospheres across a wide range of
demanding variable speed industrial applications. It offers accurate
control and high efficiency throughout the whole speed range, even
at partial loads. This makes it the ideal upgrade choice for standard
induction motors in pumps, fans and compressors for industries | TV
where explosive gas, vapor or dust might be present, such as oil and
gas, chemicals, wood processing and flour milling.

In addition to energy savings, the new SynRM Increased Safety
motors can help customers specify a more cost-eftective installation.
For example, in Zone 1, the cooler running design could allow the
use of an increased safety motor where a flameproof motor with a
special enclosure would be the traditional choice. While in Zone
2, the improved loadability of SynRM motors, that enables more
power to be delivered from the same size as an induction motor,
is important. This could enable a smaller, and therefore lower-cost,

motor to fulfill the same duty.

OPPO Egypt
organizes an event
for Egyptian
media and Tech to

explore The Latest
Professional portrait

camera system on
Renol0 5G

By : Ameen Kadry - Wael
Elgafary

After three rounds of casting,
the seven remaining participants
vying to win season 15’s Stars
of Science have advanced to the
next stage, also known as the
‘Proof of Concept’. This crucial
stage will see them push the
boundaries of their scientific

knowledge, collaborate
with industry experts, and
demonstrate their  scientific
ideas to a panel of judges.
Stars of Science, Qatar
Foundation’s edutainment
initiative, offers Arab

entrepreneurs and innovators
a platform to transform their
innovations from ideas to
tangible solutions with the
support of experienced mentors.
This season’s participants are
employing artificial intelligence
to improve health outcomes in
both humans and animals.

Mohamed  Ishag  Hassan
Gama from Sudan introduced

his invention, a smart bone-
fracture cast, equipped with
different sensors to monitor the
healing process, pain, and other
biometric signals, while Aly
Magdy Mohamed from Egypt

presented a  multi-purpose
smart marine drone lifeguard
that can help rescue lives at sea,
with its carbon-free model also
supporting the biodiversity of
marine life.

Utilizing artificial intelligence
for healthcare diagnostics,
Saeed Zahran from Lebanon
is looking to develop an
electronic nose that detects and
predicts an epileptic seizure
episode early and notifies the
patient beforehand. Abdallah
Alhaj Sulaiman from S yria,

also a Ph.D. candidat e at
Hamad Bin Khalifa University,
found a novel way to mitigate
the environmental harm caused
by the disposal of whey by dairy
companies while produ cing
ethanol. Through his invention,
a milk whey fermentation for
efficient ethanol pro duction,
he aims to demonstra te that
fermenting the lactose in whey
produces an ethanol- tolerant
yeast, which can act as a viable
source of energy.

For Mohammed Laouacheria
and Amir Mattar Jaber Mattar
Alenezi, from Algeria and
Bahrain  respectively, their
passion for animal life lies at
the heart of their individual
projects.

By : Basel Khaled - Dina
Abdelmoneim

OPPO Egypt organized an even for
Egyptian media and tech to highlight the
innovative features of OPPO RenolO
5G and explain more details about this
magnificent smartphone the event will take
place on the 25th of September, at The Nile
Ritz-Carlton

OPPO introduces its first-ever telephoto
portrait camera to the Reno10 series, and it is
also the first-time telephoto portrait camera
made its way to its segment, promising to
deliver the professional portrait experience
directly from the palm of user’s hand.

In addition to professional portrait camera
system, the Renol0 5G also presented in

.

ultra-slim body, big battery and Battery
Health Engine (BHE) for durable battery life
span, SUPERVOOCTM for fast charging,
and the Dynamic Computing Engine that
keeps the phone running smoothly for as
long as 4 years.

OPPO’s human-centric approach
“Technology for mankind, Kindness for
the world” drives innovation, focusing on
technology benefiting users and addressing

their core needs, that’s why Reno Series
continues to develop portrait functions.
Reno devices enable daily style expression,
exploring possibilities, express feelings and
preserving memories, making the Reno
Series an icon in photography.

Every day 2.13 million portrait photos taken
on Reno smartphones; transforming daily
moments into treasured memories. This
inspires us to keep evolving our imaging
technologies as we continue to make
portrait the core of the Reno series.

The Telephoto camera allows for clear
focus on subject, compressing space, and
enlarging landscape, enhancing attention
to both subject and background in crowd or
complex backgrounds.



During the World Submarine Cables Conference:
Telecom Egypt launches its latest WeConnect system to enhance its international expansion

By: Mostafa Ibrahim -
Ameen Kadry

Telecom Egypt, the first
integrated telecommunications
operator in Egypt and one of
the largest submarine cable
operators in the region, revealed
the launch of its latest and
most influential international
system, WeConnect., on the
sidelines of the Submarine
Networks World Conference,
held in Singapore.

Through this system, Telecom
Egypt allows its customers and
international partners to use its
submarine cable infrastructure
with the highest levels of
flexibility and effectiveness.
WeConnect helps users move
quickly and efficiently between
submarine cable systems on the
Mediterranean and Red coasts
of Bahrain through a distinct
business model characterized
by transparency, neutrality and
flexibility, which has become
one of the most important
demands of the international
community for the localization
of digital industries.

The new WeConnect system
provides a distinct business
model and competitive prices
comparable to those in global

international data centers. It
also supports the flexibility
of  connecting different
submarine cables on the coasts
of the Red and Mediterranean
Seas, while ensuring rapid
access to international digital
infrastructure. Commercial
agreements for the new system
are managed through a digital
platform designed at the
highest international levels,
where users of submarine
cables today can request the
transfer of data traffic with
ease between the ten landing
stations across the ten ground
paths extending across
Egyptian territory, in addition
to the 14 submarine cable
systems in Red Bahrain. And
the medium and achieve the
greatest degree of flexibility,
diversity and freedom to mix
different linking alternatives.
For his part, Engineer
Mohamed Nasr, Managing
Director and CEO of Telecom
Egypt, said, “We are fully
aware that the ability to connect
internationally effectively and
flexibly has become one of
the basic needs of individuals
around the world, and therefore
we are always keen to design

Enrico Bagnasco Jim Fagan

CEQ CEO
SPARKLE AQUA COMMS

the best communications
solutions and develop our
distinguished infrastructure to
meet these growing needs.”
He added: Our vision for our

latest international system,
WeConnect, is to  help
our international partners

maneuver between crossing
submarine cables with great
efficiency while ensuring speed
and flexibility of international
connectivity through Telecom
Egypt’s digital infrastructure.
The new system gives our
international  customers the
ability to manage their data
transmission capacities across
various  submarine  cables
with high efficiency. Through
WeConnect, Telecom Egypt
is keen to add new value to

Mohamed Nasr Russ Matulich

CED
RTI CABLES

CEO
TELEGOM EGYPT

its partners and support them
to make the most of their
capabilities and continuous
investments over previous
years in Telecom Egypt’s
infrastructure, which  will
reflect positively on the end
consumer experience around
the world.”

The new system allows
Telecom Egypt’s partners
to log in to the WeConnect
platform and redirect data
traffic to different cables to
expand the scope of their
business, control their ability
to interconnect across multiple
submarine cables, and open up
to new markets to provide their
services to billions of potential
users. Telecom Egypt remains
the “preferred” destination for

e Lred) P LC

international communications
across different eras thanks
to the unique geographical
location of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, which contributed to
consolidating Egypt’s position
as a global center for digital
infrastructure.

By launching the WeConnect
system,  Telecom  Egypt
consolidates its international
leadership role with models
that suit international changes
and simulate development
in Submarine cable industry.
The new WeConnect business
model offers unified, fixed and
competitive prices, allowing
Telecom Egypt’s partners the
opportunity to expand across
submarine cable  systems,
develop their international
digital infrastructure between
the continents of the world,
and support the role of the Arab
Republic of Egypt as a major
center for international transit
traffic and data exchange
within its territory.

For his part, Saif Mounib,

Executive ~ Vice  President
of  International Services
and Operators at Telecom
Egypt, said, “Telecom

Egypt is proud to provide its

services in the international
telecommunications market
for more than 165 years, and
our investments always focus
on supporting our partners,
expanding the scope of their
networks, and enhancing the
speed of communications
worldwide. The company’s
work team believes in the
importance  of  innovating
everything new and effective to
simplify, improve and accelerate
communications around the
world and support the efforts of
our partners to expand the scope
of their business and maximize
the return on their investments.
The WeConnect system is
a milestone step towards
consolidating the operational
excellence of Telecom Egypt,
and an affirmation of our
commitment to providing a
center for international digital
infrastructure. It supports
openness and transparency of
the international community.”
Telecom Egypt has invested in
its infrastructure of submarine
cables through 15 submarine
cable systems  worldwide
currently and 5 other submarine
cables waiting to enter service
in the near future.
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Ericsson affirms commitment to Africa’s digital
acceleration at Mobile World Congress Kigali 2023

By : Mostafa Ibrahim — Amir Taha

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) reiterates its commitment for digital
acceleration and driving sustainable growth in Africa through its
participation at Mobile World Congress Kigali 2023.

Taking place from October 17 to October 19, 2023, Ericsson will
discuss the power of leveraging connectivity to support sustainable
digital and economic growth in Africa, empowering people through
digital and financial inclusion, and promoting industrial progress
through digitalization and sustainability for a connected future for
Africa.

Reiterating its commitment
to drive sustainable growth in
Africa with 4G and 5G uptake,
Ericsson will also highlight
how its technology and digital
solutions are  addressing
the continent’s connectivity
needs and will showcase the
latest portfolio offerings and
solutions that will accelerate Africa’s digitalization journey.
According to the Ericson Mobility Report for June 2023, Sub-
Saharan Africa is forecast to be the region with the highest growth
in total mobile data traffic, rising by 37 percent annually between
2022 and 2028 as service providers across the continent continue
to invest in 4G networks and migrate customers from 2G and 3G.
This increase in data traffic will primarily be driven by a four-times
increase in smartphone traffic in the period, with average data per
active smartphone settling at 19 GB per month in 2028.

Ericsson has been connecting Africa for over 100 years and has built
wireless networks for every generation, from the early 1G networks
to the first advanced 5G networks.

By ; Basel Khaled — Ali Eldeeb

NetXout: 7.9
million DDoS

attacks in the
first half of

Netscout Systems (Nasdaq: NTCT), a leader in
performance management, cybersecurity, and DDoS
protection solutions, revealed the results of its DDoS
intelligence report for the first half of 2023, with
cybercriminals launching nearly 7.9 million attacks. of
Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks in the first
half of 2023, representing a 31% increase year-on-year.

At the Annual Conference of the “Global Alliance for Financial Inclusion”:

(AFT) in the Philippines The Central Bank of Egypt Wins Two AFT Global Financial Inclusion Awards

By : Ameen Kadry — Wael Elgafary
The Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) wins
two international awards for its outstanding
contributions for promoting financial
inclusion and supporting economic
empowerment for individuals and
businesses. CBE won two of the five AFI
Global Alliance for Financial Inclusion
Awards, the Global Youth Financial
Inclusion Award and the Technical
Leadership Award in the Arab region. CBE
was also honored for reaching the final
qualifier stage of the “Maya Declaration
Commitments Award”, which was
awarded for demonstrating commitment to
financial inclusion.

AFI held its 13th annual conference in the
Philippines, in September 2023, where the
CBE was presented by a delegation. AFI
includes in its membership more than 86
financial institutions, central banks, and
supervisory authorities from 82 countries.
Awarding CBE for the fourth consecutive
year, comes as a result of the significant
support provided by various state
institutions concerned with financial
inclusion. In addition to fruitful
collaboration with all stakeholders on
both international and local levels. Such
collaborations had a remarkable impact on
achieving recognized results and reflected
the magnitude of the efforts exerted to

Russian hackers in 2022 during its bid to join NATO,
and Turkey and Hungary were targeted with distributed
denial-of-service attacks for opposing Finland’s bid. In
2023, Sweden saw a similar attack over its bid to join
NATO, culminating in a 500 Gbps DDoS attack in May.
In general, ideologically motivated DDoS attacks have
targeted the United States, Ukraine, Finland, Sweden,
Russia, and many other countries.

support Egypt’s Vision 2030, particularly
with the provision of digital financial and
banking services to all segments of society,
which will positively affect financial
inclusion rates.

The first award granted to CBE was
the “Global Youth Financial Inclusion
Award”, which was granted to the bank’s
achievements in promoting financial
inclusion for the youth category, who
constitute over 50% of the financial
inclusion target population in Egypt.
CBE supported numerous projects and
initiatives targeting youth, in addition to
issuing a regulatory framework to support
youth financial inclusion. This framework
includes permitting the opening of bank
accounts from the age of 16, a simplified
Know Your Customer (KYC) regulations,
the facilitation of opening “Economic
Activity Accounts” for businesses without
a commercial registry or tax card, as well as
launching electronic financial products and
conducting financial literacy campaigns in
schools and universities. CBE also provided
services and support for entrepreneurs,
including non-financial services.
Moreover, CBE was granted the
“Technical Leadership Award” on the
Arab regional level for the distinguished
technical expertise contributed by Mr.
Khaled Bassiouny, the General Manager

of the Financial Inclusion Department in
the Central Bank of Egypt, for his technical
contribution in the various events of the
Alliance (conferences, workshops, and
training sessions with the participation of
member countries). His efforts also include
delivering case studies on specialized
technical topics related to financial
inclusion, such as financial inclusion
for women, youth, and residents in rural
areas, as well as his active participation in
technical working groups, including the
“Financial Inclusion Strategies and Peer
Learning” working group.

The CBE also reached the final qualifier
stage among 5 other nominated countries
for the “Maya Declaration Commitment
Award”, which recognizes the fulfillment
of commitments in the field of financial
inclusion and poverty alleviation,
through moral pledges determined by
AFI members annually, and regularly
updating their implementation progress
towards achieving these pledges, until
full implementation. Those commitments
include; reducing the gender gap in
providing financial services, increasing
the rate of financial inclusion for youth,
and promoting financial literacy, among
others. The award was named after the city
of Maya, in Mexico, where this initiative
was launched.

service providers in the Asia-Pacific region continued
during the first half of 2023 with a 294% increase, which
is linked to many broadband gaming users shifting their
activity to fixed wireless access to the fifth generation
(5G) mobile network while... Service providers deploy
their networks.

NetScout’s insights into the threat landscape come from
its Active Threat Level Analysis System (ATLAS) built

reasons why Middle East 7
organizations should embrace the

cloud

From an improved security posture to greater levels of efficiency and
innovation, moving to the cloud is key for companies in the region to
seize growth opportunities

With the business climate in the Middle East remaining strong, even in
the face of global economic headwinds in other parts of the world, it is
critical for organizations in the region to ensure they are well-positioned
to tap growth opportunities and overcome diverse challenges.

One of the most powerful tools that can help organizations achieve their
goals and aspirations is the cloud. The cloud is not just a technology, but
a paradigm shift that changes how organizations operate, collaborate,
and deliver value. By moving to the cloud, organizations can access a
range of benefits that can boost their performance and competitiveness in
the region, especially in GCC countries and Egypt, where governments
have launched visionary initiatives to promote digital transformation
and economic diversification.

Spending on public cloud services in the Middle East, Turkiye, and
Africa will grow at 25.0% to surpass $10.4 billion in 2023, according
to IDC. But despite this, many organizations may still be unaware of the
urgent need to move to the cloud.

When deployed in the right way, cloud allows organizations to improve
their security, efficiency, and ability to innovate at scale, all while giving
teams greater visibility of their operations and helping them to capture
and extract value from data.

The advantages of moving to the cloud are so great that those who
delay making the move will quickly fall behind their peers who seize
the initiative.

Despite cloud’s clear advantages, many organizations in the region are
yet to make the move, delaying the decision due to fears around the
cost, complexity, having the right expertise, and being able to steer their
operation through the significant change that moving to a public cloud
entails. This article highlights the key reasons why your organization
should move to the cloud sooner rather than later to realize the full
transformational potential of a cloud-based approach.

Flexibility - A public cloud solution undergoes continuous updates,
eliminating the need for disruptive annual upgrades. Cloud-based
solutions like ERP also come equipped with localizations tailored
to suit the specific requirements of the Middle East region and
individual countries. For example, Infor’s cloud-based ERP customers
automatically get access to valuable solutions such as e-invoicing, which
effortlessly handles pan-regional invoicing needs. This is especially
important for companies with regional operations, simplifying complex
aspects like invoicing, where each country has its unique requirements.
Innovation and Scalability - Multi-tenancy offers elastic storage capacity,
ideal for advanced technologies reliant on vast data volumes, such
as the internet of things, artificial intelligence, and machine learning.
Consequently, it frees up IT teams from maintenance tasks, allowing
them to concentrate on more strategic endeavors.

Security - Multi-tenancy clouds systems to continuous scrutiny by
security experts who remain vigilant against evolving attack methods.
Infor’s cloud partner, AWS, has designed its cloud to be the most
secure global infrastructure on which to build, migrate, and manage
applications and workloads, backed by its set of 300+ cloud security
tools. Infor’s cloud customers benefit from this level of security without
needing an expensive in-house team.

Continuous Upgrades - Unlike the cumbersome software upgrades
that are part and parcel of on-premises systems, multi-tenant cloud
deployments receive smaller, more frequent updates from the provider.
This approach eliminates the need for in-house changes that could
potentially disrupt day-to-day operations.

Cost Efficiency - Multi-tenancy cloud can enable organizations to
optimize their staffing requirements — investing in staff where they are
needed most to support core operations rather than IT administration.
In short, it optimizes cost control, ensuring resources are allocated
efficiently.

Platform as a Service - With a multi-tenant architecture’s no-code/
low-code tools, organizations can create reports, personalize interfaces,
and more without the need to modify the underlying code. Modern
multi-tenant solutions also provide extensibility tools and the ability to
personalize interfaces without cumbersome modifications.
Streamlining Opportunities - Migrating to a multi-tenant deployment
presents a chance to revamp workflows, priorities, and even corporate
culture by instilling new perspectives and attitudes among staff. For
instance, it enables customer-centric strategies or a focus on product
innovation.

In conclusion, the Middle East is a region of immense potential and
promise, and the cloud is essential to tap into these opportunities, offering
various benefits that can help organizations enhance their performance
and competitiveness. These benefits include flexibility to adjust to
changing demands, security to protect their data and systems from cyber
threats, scalability to grow with their business needs, cost-efficiency
to optimize their IT spending, continuous upgrades to access the latest
features and functionalities, and streamlined operations to simplify their
IT management and governance. Organizations in the region must adopt
this game-changing technology to gain an edge in the market. By doing
s0, they can not only cope with the evolving challenges but also drive the

2023

Global events such as the Russo-Ukrainian War and
NATO attempts have led to a growth in the size of
recent DDoS attacks. Finland was targeted by pro-

During the second half of 2022, NetScout documented a
trend in DDoS attacks against wireless providers that led
to a 79% increase globally. This trend among wireless

over decades of working with hundreds of ISPs globally,
extracting trends from an average of 424 trillion bytes
per second of Internet traffic.

innovation and transformation of business in the Middle East.
senior solution architect, Infor

Saudi Ministry of Municipal, signs Memorandum of understanding with LOGIC Consulting to uplitt the capabilities of real estate contractors
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By : Wael Elgafary — Dina Abdelmoneim

Saudi Arabia Ministry of Municipal, Rural Affairs and
Housing signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with LOGIC Consulting, the leading
company specialising in comprehensive strategic
consulting and governance services in the Middle
East. The announcement of the MoU was made in
the presence of H.E. Eng. Abdullah bin Mohammed
AlBudair, the Deputy Minister of Municipal, Rural
Affairs and Housing, during the Cityscape Global
Exhibition held in Riyadh from September 10 to 13,
2023. The key objective of the MOU is to offer support
and empowerment services to uplift the capabilities
of the real estate contactors and developers within the
country and the Saudi government vision 2030.

The MOU was signed by Saudi Arabia Ministry
of Municipal, Rural Affairs and Housing, which
was represented by Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah
Al-Taweel, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Municipal, Rural Affairs and Housing for the Agency

for Stimulating Housing Supply and Real Estate
Development and Amr Osman, the Chairman of
LOGIC Consulting.

The partnership aligns with the Ministry’s relentless
efforts to uplift the capabilities of the real estate
contractors and developers who work for projects
overseen by the Ministry in Saudi Arabia. The
commitment comes in line with “Providing
support and empowerment services to enhance the
effectiveness of real estate developers” initiative.
Furthermore, it signifies the Ministry’s goal to raise
the number of real estate contactors by fostering their
transformation into real estate developers.
Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah Al-Taweel, the
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Municipal, Rural
Affairs and Housing for the Agency for Stimulating
Housing Supply and Real Estate Development,
highlighted that the cooperation agreement between
both parties will support real estate developers in
the Kingdom. The partnership will pave way to

T

boost efficiency and performance of developers
by providing a wide array of services which helps
enhance their capabilities and tools to streamline their
journey. As a result, this collaborative approach is
poised to effectively address the escalating demand
for residential units among the Kingdom’s citizens.

Al-Taweel underscored the pivotal role that such
partnerships with the private sector play in fostering
top-tier and enduring initiatives aimed at advancing
the real estate industry, aligning with the aspirations
of Saudi Vision 2030. Moreover, he highlighted that
collaborating with distinguished consulting firms
specialising in administrative expertise, like LOGIC
Consulting, will lead to the development of highly
effective strategies for augmenting the efficiency
and capabilities of real estate developers within the
Kingdom. This, in turn, will guarantee the sustained
viability of the Ministry’s support services provided
to real estate developers, thereby stimulating housing
supply and elevating the overall performance of the
real estate development market.

Amr Osman, Chairman of LOGIC Consulting, a
well-established name in strategic consulting and
governance in the region, expressed his happiness in
signing the MOU with Ministry of Municipal, Rural
Affairs and Housing of Saudi Arabia. In addition, he

conveyed his appreciation for the Ministry’s faith
in the company’s abilities, which is a major driving
force behind its continued commitment to offering
consultancy services that are in line with the goals
of Saudi Vision 2030. Amr Osman highlighted that
the timing of this MOU is significant, particularly
given that the company is commemorating its 25th
anniversary since its establishment in 1998.

For his part, Mostafa El Ghorab, KSA Country
Manager at LOGIC Consulting, stated that in order
to provide the Ministry with top-notch consulting
services, the company plans to draw on its 25
years of expertise in the region offering consulting
services across a variety of industries, including
both government sector and private enterprises in
the MENA region. The objective is to establish
the company as a reliable and authoritative source
for consultations and tailored solutions aimed at
enhancing the long-term sustainability of clients’
enterprises.

Huawei unveils $430 Million Investment to boost

By : Rasha Hassein - Samah
Saeed

The eighth edition of Huawei
Connect has opened its doors in
Shanghai from September 20 to
22, marking its first event since
the global health crisis. This year’s
spotlight is on artificial intelligence

future.”

Intelligence for
Africa”, is not just a
mere roadmap, but a
comprehensive blueprint
for Africa’s digital and

towards a “smart and connected the continent’s  considerable
potential in green energy offers
This strategy, entitled “Accelerate  an  unparalleled  competitive

New advantage in the Al
era. Recognizing these
strengths, Huawei’s
new strategy is built

around the integration

(Al), reflecting Huawei’s key focus  technological — future. of smart technologies,
for the African continent. During ~ Given the continent’s 2% particularly Al into
the Huawei Northern Africa Night ~ young population, i vital sectors that shape
event on September 20, Terry HE, ~ with 60% aged 25 or and influence the
President of Huawei Northern younger, digitalization daily lives of Africans,
Africa (North, West & Central is emerging as a including health,
Africa), revealed the company’s major catalyst for growth in  education, transportation, finance,
renewed strategy to guide Africa  African nations. Additionally,  agriculture, and mining.

digital Africa

The strategy is structured around
three core action areas:Accelerate

intelligence to enhance By : Wael E]gafary —Dina M_S_Ps_, driven by the numerous.busineshs
inclusion, thereby  improving Abdelmoneim initiatives foqused on innovating their
people’s lives by expanding the | Acronis, a global leader in cyber products, delivery models, and value-
coverage and quality of essential | Protection, announced the general ~added services. Acronis Advanced
services;Accelerate  intelligence | availability —of Acronis ~Advanced Automation is a solution for small and
to enhance governmental | Automation. BuildingonAcronis’proven  midsize MSPs worldwide who want to

management and bolster the
attractiveness of the business and
commercial environment;
Accelerate intelligence to heighten
operational efficiency and
productivity across the economy, to
particularly in  Africa’s key
industries.

track record of delivering integrated
solutions that help partners streamline
and simplify their services, Acronis
Advanced Automation helps
transition from simple break-fix services
cloud-centric,
services that require a new approach to
billing and contract management.

Complexity is a common challenge for

MSPs
and automated,

subscription-based

simplify and streamline their business
operations. With centralized control and
management of services, complete time
tracking and staff utilization capabilities,
consumption-based
billing, Acronis empowers MSPs to gain
full visibility of their contracts, delivery,
tickets, and work items — maximizing
revenue and improving client trust.

Acronis Introduces Advanced Automation to Simplify MSP
Business Operations for Enhanced Productivity

“New use cases for native automation
solutions continue to emerge in the IT
industry and Acronis offers a product
that allows MSPs around the world to
automate their operations and make
better, data-driven decisions. Whether
emerging as a startup or evolving to
maturity, Acronis Advanced Automation
helps service providers control and grow
their managed service business”, said
Patrick Pulvermueller, CEO at Acronis.
“We’re excited to continue bringing new,
innovative automation tools to our Cyber
Protect Cloud solution and help MSPs
expand their businesses.”
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