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Dr. Mohamed Sami, President of Cairo University:
Under the theme «Building Bridges Between Academia and Industry»:
Organizing the First Artificial Intelligence Conference «CU-AI Nexus 2025»

By: Mohamed Essam

Dr. Mohamed Sami Abdel Sadek, President of Cairo
University, confirmed that the university has already
launched the first university Al strategy in Egypt,
Africa, and the Middle East. This strategy aims to
develop education, generate knowledge, stimulate
research and innovation, enhance administrative
capabilities, and spread community awareness.
This came during a press conference held by Dr.
Mohamed Sami Abdel Sadek, President of Cairo
University, to officially announce the CU-AI
Nexus 2025 International Conference on Artificial
Intelligence, which the university is holding on
October 18-19. The conference is a pivotal national
platform bringing together the government, industry,
academia, and the entrepreneurial ecosystem
to accelerate the adoption of Al technologies in
vital sectors, contribute to building a knowledge-
based economy, and enhance Egypts and Cairo
University»s leadership in this field. This vital field is
at the regional level.

During his meeting with journalists and media
professionals in the Grand Celebration Hall,
the President of Cairo University reviewed the
conference>s themes, objectives, and participating
entities, in addition to the accompanying activities,
most notably the Innovation Arena and the Student
Hackathon.

He added that the international conference seeks
to accelerate the adoption of Al technologies in

vital sectors in the country, contribute to building a
knowledge-based economy, and enhance Egypt-s
and Cairo University>s leadership in the Al scene at
the regional level.

The President of Cairo University indicated that
the conference includes 32 dialogue sessions with
international participation, including ministers and
senior state officials, an exhibition showcasing the
activities of leading technology companies and the
innovative solutions offered by emerging companies
using Al

He explained that a comprehensive policy
document has been prepared to produce actionable
recommendations for strengthening the innovation
and entrepreneurship ecosystem, addressing the
challenges of project funding opportunities, and
addressing the ethical and legal aspects of the use of
AL

Dr. Mohamed Sami Abdel Sadek, during his speech
at the press conference, commemorated the first
anniversary of the launch of Cairo University’s
Artificial Intelligence Strategy, which is the first
university strategy of its kind in Egypt, Africa and the
Middle East. It is based on four main axes: developing
education and knowledge production, stimulating
scientific research, innovation and entrepreneurship,
spreading community awareness, and developing
administrative capabilities within the university. He
stressed that the university’s artificial intelligence
strategy is in line with Egypt’s Vision 2030, the

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence launched
by the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, and the National Strategy for Higher
Education and Scientific Research launched by
Dr. Mohamed Ayman Ashour, Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, in March 2023.
The President of Cairo University added that
the university launched the first edition of the
Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence Policy for
all its affiliates, launched the Cairo University digital
platform for this field, implemented the Al course
as a graduation requirement for university students,
organized numerous workshops, conferences, and
seminars, created an award for the best scie n tific

research in the field of Al, and organized the first
international conference on artificial intelligence. He
noted that several committees were formed to prepare
for the conference with the aim of accelerating the
adoption of Al in various sectors of the c o untry,
building a knowledge economy in Egypt, achieving
leadership for Egypt and Cairo University in the field
of Al at the regional level, and keeping pace with
global developments in this field.

Dr. Mohamed Sami Abdel Sadek, the conference>s
main pillars, include organizing dialogue sessions
to address strategic topics of importance within the
Egyptian state, whether in the university>s main hall,
an open-air theater, or in the halls of some faculties,
such as the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Law.
He noted that there will be more than 32 dialogue
sessions with the participation of a number of
ministers, senior state officials, and representatives
of international organizations, in addition to sessions
that will be organized and moderated by some of the
university>s faculties.

The President of Cairo University noted that
an exhibition will be organized on technology
activities and the contributions of startups in this
field, as well as the Future Innovators and the Grand
Hackathon competition held at Cairo University to
receive outstanding projects in the field of artificial
intelligence. Ninety-eight projects prepared by
student teams were submitted. After evaluation, the
projects were narrowed down to 26 outstanding
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projects, and valuable prizes will be awarded to
the winning projects. These projects will also be
utilized within the Cairo University Company for
the Management and Investment of Intangible
Assets, which was launched in January 2025. It is
the first company in the history of Cairo University
to leverage the outcomes of outstanding student
research and projects to partner with the industrial
sector to serve the community and achieve added
economic value for the Egyptian state. This is the
role of universities as driving forces for the national
economy.

Dr. Mohamed Sami Abdel Sadek said that a
comprehensive policy document has been prepared
to identify opportunities and challenges that will be
utilized in the coming period to develop scientific
research, entrepreneurship, and the ethical aspects
of the uses of artificial intelligence. He pointed out
that the conference will witness the participation
of international entities, including UNESCO, the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP),
the World Health Organization (WHO), and Google
Genmei, in addition to the participation of prominent
figures in the field of artificial intelligence, experts
in institutional sustainability, and scientists from a
number of international universities. He pointed out
that the recommendations of the artificial intelligence
conference will be activated with the participation
of the state, ministries, and agencies to work on
implementing them

Gartner Says Al Vendor Race is Reshaping
Competition Across the Entire AI Technology Stack

Salesforce Puts the Spotlight on the ‘Agentic
Enterprise’ at GITEX Global

By : Mohamed Essam

The AI vendor race is restructuring the
business of tech, and every tech provider
must reevaluate what it takes to compete and
win in this evolving landscape, according
to Gartner, Inc., a business and technology
insights company.With various Al vendor
races taking place across the Al technology
stack (see Figure 1), Gartner is examining
which vendors are positioned to win these
races, ranging from large vendors, to rising
contenders to new entrants.

In the Gartner report The Al Vendor Race:
What It Takes to Win in Volatile Conditions,
Gartner analysts explain that traditional
provider-enterprise value relationships will
not drive Al adoption, and it isn’t sufficient
to sell an Al tool and expect customers to
find value.

“The AI vendor race is not a single race
with a clear finish line, but rather a series

of overlapping competitions, where the
endgame can range from market leadership
to technological breakthroughs, or simply
maintaining relevance,” said Anthony
Bradley, Group Vice President at Gartner.
“Vendors must pay close attention to the
frequent shifts in the market to gain advantage
and protect their position,” said Bradley. “It
requires an understanding of competitor
capabilities and their demonstrated and
likely moves in the race. Vendors must also
have a deep understanding of Al adoption
behaviors and how they’re positioned in
the race against competitors to meet or even
drive demand.”

The AI race is always changing. GenAl
advantages are eroding much faster than other
innovation cycles, putting more pressure on
tech providers. For example, leaders face a
rapidly maturing GenAl market, where in
less than 36 months, GenAl capability will

become a baseline requirement for offerings.
In fact, every software market has already
surpassed first-mover advantage, and by
2026, more money will be spent on software
with GenAl than without.

The GenAl models market is projected
to grow by 149.8% in 2025, surpassing
$14 billion. By 2028, Gartner expects the
market to stabilize at 38% annual growth, as
GenAl becomes increasingly embedded in
applications. Meanwhile, the global market
for Al-optimized servers is expected to grow
by 90.9% in 2025, and by 2027, nearly all
premium computing devices will be Al-
enabled.

“Providers must pivot from functional, use-
case-oriented Al to approaches that deliver
real business outcomes tied to mission-
critical initiatives,” Bradley added. “Less
than one in five GenAl projects will achieve
their desired business value through 2026.

By : Mohamed El Kholy

Salesforce, the global leader in Al-driven
customer relationship  management
(CRM), is set to showcase its newest
agentic Al solutions at GITEX Global in
Dubai on October 13-17. The company
will highlight how organisations can
harness intelligent automation and digital
labour to drive competitive advantage
and transform their operations, becoming
authentic ‘Agentic Enterprises’.

At its 264 square-metre booth in Hall
4, Stand B15, Salesforce will host a
series of talks and live sessions. These
demonstrations will highlight the power
of Salesforce solutions, including
Agentforce, Data Cloud, and Hyperforce,
to deliver enhanced customer service and
game-changing efficiency. Salesforce’s
solutions are already driving innovation

across key sectors, including government,
retail, and ecommerce.

“GITEX Global is the ideal platform to
showcase how Salesforce is empowering
regional organisations to transform with
Al” said Mohammed Alkhotani, Senior
Vice President and General Manager,
Salesforce Middle East. “Businesses feel
immense pressure to use Al to improve
services and drive efficiency, but many
aren’t sure where to start. Our solutions
provide a clear path forward, enabling
companies to smartly deploy autonomous
Al agents and take a lead.”

The company anticipates strong interest
from local and regional organisations, as
UAE businesses increasingly embrace
Al to scale their operations. A recent
Salesforce State of IT report found that
86% of teams in the UAE will use Al

agents within two years, and 70% believe
Al agents will become essential tools for
their business.

The past year has been a pivotal one for
Salesforce Middle East. The company
inaugurated its first regional office in
Dubai Internet City in October 2024,
and unveiled plans in February to
invest $500 million in Saudi Arabia.
This significant investment aims to
spur workforce development through
Al skilling and expand Salesforce’s
partner ecosystem to support local
businesses.

Salesforce has also continued to grow its
regional partner network at a rapid pace,
with 275 partners in the Middle East—a
23% increase compared with last year.
Meanwhile, regional certifications have
risen by 24% to reach 5,803.

By : Bakinam Khaled

Alibaba Cloud, the digital technology and
intelligence backbone of Alibaba Group, today
unveiled its latest full-stack Al innovations at
Apsara Conference 2025, its annual flagship
technology conference. The announcement spans
from next-generation large language models from
the Qwen3 family, the upcoming Wan 2.5 visual-
generation models, enhanced platforms for agent
development and application, to major upgrades
of its Al infrastructure, reinforcing the company’s
global leading position at the forefront of the new
Al era.

“In the future, large Al models will be deeply
integrated into a wide range of devices, functioning
like operating systems — equipped with persistent
memory, seamless cloud-edge coordination, and

the ability to continuously evolve. We remain
committed to open-sourcing Qwen and shaping
it into the ‘operating system of the Al era,’
empowering developers around the world to build
transformative Al applications,” said Eddie Wu,
Chairman and CEO of Alibaba Cloud Intelligence.
“Simultaneously, Alibaba Cloud is strategically
positioned as a full-stack Al service provider,
dedicated to delivering robust computing with
maximized efficiency for training and deploying
large AI models on the cloud. To underscore our
long-term commitment to advancing Al, we will
progress with our RMB 380 billion investment plan
in Al and cloud infrastructure over the next three
years,” Wu added.

Since the launch of the first generation of Qwen
in 2023, Alibaba has open-sourced over 300 Al

)
Alibaba Cloud

models built on its two foundation models: the large
language model Qwen and the visual generation
model Wan. With over 600 million downloads
and 170,000+ derivative models created, Alibaba’s
Al models have become one of the most widely
adopted open-source Al series globally. Notably,
over 1 million corporates and individuals have used
Qwen on Model Studio, Alibaba’s Al development
platform.

Alibaba officially released Qwen3-Max, its largest
LLM model with over 1 trillion parameters. With

Instruct (non-thinking) and Thinking modes,
the model achieves impressive performance
across a wide range of benchmarks especially in
code generation and agentic capabilities. For the
instruct mode, it scores 69.6 in SWE-Bench, an
authoritative benchmark for evaluating LLMs on
real-world software issues, on par with some leading
closed-source models. It also records remarkable
performance on Tau2-Bench, a benchmark
that evaluates conversational agents, showing
exceptional proficiency in tool use, a foundational
capability for building intelligent, action-oriented
agents.

A series of Qwen3 models that cover visual
language and multimodal processing were also
unveiled at the conference.

Qwen3-VL: The most capable vision-language

model in the Qwen family to date. Its Mixture-
of-Experts (MoE) architecture enables flexible
deployment from edge devices to high-performance
cloud environments. Functioning as a visual
agent, Qwen3-VL is capable of operating on
both computer and mobile interfaces; It pioneers
visual programming by generating code directly
from images or videos, effectively turning visual
designs into functional applications. Its spatial
understanding capability support 3D grounding
with enhanced perception of direction and distance,
laying critical groundwork for embodied Al and
real-world spatial navigation. Qwen3-VL-235B-
A22B is available in both Instruct (non-thinking)
and Thinking versions, achieving remarkable
performance across leading visual perception and
multimodal reasoning benchmarks.

Sharing is not always caring; how to avoid
putting kids at risk when posting photos

By : Wael Magdy

When it comes to responsible digital parenting, it is hard to draw
the line that defines the breach of children’s rights along with
jeopardizing their safety and the safe sharing of photo- and video
materials to keep memories. However, there are some basic rules to
follow in order to make social media interaction as safe as possible.
According to Kaspersky’s “Growing Up Online” research results,
nearly half of all the survey participants (49%) from Egypt post
pictures or videos of their children or share posts about their children
on social media. 69% of these parents also add some additional
personal information with the post, like for instance the name of
the child (61%), geolocation (23%), or stories from the child’s life
(32%). At the same time, 30% share this information while having
no privacy restrictions on their social media accounts, and are
therefore letting anyone see it. Such behavior can put children at
risk by exposing their identity, location, and/or personal moments to
strangers, who could potentially misuse this information.

Most of the parents surveyed, who are posting their children’s photos
or videos, do it with good intentions: to keep memories (64%), when
being proud of the child for achievements (42%) or just wanting to
share information about the child’s life with relatives and friends
(24%). However, they can underestimate the associated risks in
cyber space.

“It is difficult to determine the line between sharing information that
is safe and compromising a child’s safety. However, it is essential
to resist the urge to share too much online, as this can put children’s
safety and privacy at risk. Sharing personal details with strangers can
expose children to identity theft, stalking, and exploitation. It can also
affect a child’s digital footprint, potentially leading to embarrassment,
bullying, or reputational harm later in life. Additionally, children
may feel a loss of control or resentment about their online presence
as they grow older,” explains Kim Grobbelaar, Consumer Channel
Manager in the Middle East and Africa at Kaspersky.

To safeguard our children’s data and to share safely, Kaspersky
strongly recommends following this advice: Limit access to your
social media profiles and make them visible to friends only (but
always mind that you add to the list of friends the people you
know personally). Do not forget about general safety settings such
as two-factor authentication in the Instagram app and a secure
password.

Mohamed bin Mubarak Bin Daina inaugurates International Downstream Conference & Exhibition 2023 Bahrain

By : Amir Taha

H.E Dr. Mohamed bin Mubarak bin
Daina, Minister of Oil and Environment
of Kingdom of Bahrain and Special Envoy
for Climate Affairs, officially inaugurated
the third edition of the International
Downstream Conference and Exhibition
(IDCE 2025)today at the Exhibition
World  Bahrain.  This  prestigious
internationalevent, which will run till
October 2, 2025, convenes a distinguished
group of leading international companies,
industry experts and decision-
makers,including over 5,000participants
from more than 53 countriesworldwide.
The opening ceremonyfeatured a
ministerial keynote address by H.E.
Dr. Mohamed bin Mubarak bin Daina.
Hussain Al Qahtani, GDA Chairman and
SVP of Fuels at Aramco, Mitib Al Harbi,
Chairman of IDCE and Vice President
Fuels at Aramco, delivered vital keynote

addresses at the opening ceremony
Moreover, a fireside chat was also part of
the opening ceremony, moderated by Dave
Emsberger, Co-President, S&P Global
Commodity Insights, with Dr. Mohammed
Y. Al Qahtani, Downstream President of
Aramco as a key-note speaker. Notably,
theGDA Leadership Award was presented
to Dr. Mohammed Y. Al Qahtaniin
recognition of his distinctive leadership in
the sector.

In addition, a panel discussion on
‘Geopolitics & Energy Markets: What
It Means for the industry growth’ was
moderated by Paul Gruenwald, Global
Chief Economist, S&P Ratings. The
session featured expert panelists, including
Eng. Mohammed Alibrahim, Assistant
Minister of Energy for Oil & Gas, Ministry
of Energy, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Mark Thomas, Group Chief Executive
Officer, BAPCO Energies, Srinivas

Tuttagunta, COO, Supply & Trading,
Reliance Industries Limited, Li Xinhua,
Head of Global Trading & International
Business, Rongsheng and Yasser Mufti,
EVP, Products &Customers, Aramco.
Following the opening ceremony,
HE Dr. Mohamed bin Mubarak bin
Dainatoured the exhibition held alongside
the conference which featured the latest
innovations and technological solutions
and witnessed broad participation
from leading regional and international
companies in the downstream industry.
IDCE is hosting downstream sector
exhibitors, attracting industry
professionals, business owners,
entrepreneurs, government officials, policy
makers, investors, academic researchers,
innovation experts, supply chain officials,
safety and risk management professionals,
energy consultants, and contractors,
among  others.

Franklin Templeton Expands Middle East Presence with New Kuwait office

By : Islam Tawfik

Franklin Templeton,one of the
world’s largest asset managers,
is delighted to announce that it
is expanding its presence in the
Middle East with a new officein

with Kuwait’s Vision 2035,
we capitalize on the country’s
influential position in global
investment and our established
partnership with its Sovereign
Wealth Funds, we are poised

into Kuwait is

to build a more diversified
business by geography and as
strategy. The firm’s expansion
particularly
significant given the country’s
role in global investment and its

traditional asset classes as well
alternative  investments,
providing a broad spectrum of
opportunities for growth and
risk management. Through its
various investment vehicles, it

Kuwait-Franklin Templeton to offer our comprehensive  Sovereign Wealth Funds’ long-  delivers scalable solutions that
Global Investors Limited, capabilities to meet the growing standing relationship with  are tailored to meet the unique
Kuwait. demands of local and 9l Franklin Templeton. goals and objectives of its
Jenny Johnson, President &  institutional investors.” @ \ Franklin Templeton clients. By leveraging Franklin
CEO, Franklin Templeton: “We ~ This ~ move  follows ~ globallyoffers a  Templeton’s global insights,
are excited to establish an office ~ decades of experience . comprehensive range research  capabilities, and

in Kuwait, a strategic hub that
allows us to expand our business
footprint and better serve our
clients in the region. As we align

in serving Kuwait-based
clients and aligns with
FranklinTempleton’s
strategic  framework

client
The

~ of investment solutions
that cater to diverse

firmspans

investment expertise, the firm
helps clients navigate complex
markets and achieve the long-
term financial objectives.

needs.

Amazon, Emirates Islamic, and Mastercard
to Introduce Region’s First Amazon Credit
Card with Exclusive Savings and Lifestyle
Benefits for UAE Customers

By : Rasha Hagag

Emirates Islamic has joined forces with Amazon UAE and
Mastercard to launch the first Amazon Credit Card in the Middle
East and North Africa region. Soon to be available exclusively in the
UAE, the new credit card is packed with a wide range of lifestyle
benefits and offers, making it easier than ever for cardholders
to enjoy the experiences they love every day, while unlocking
additional savings.

Responding to the growing demand for lifestyle-focused payment
options in the UAE’s expanding digital retail landscape, this addition
to Emirates Islamic’s card portfolio demonstrates the commitment
they share alongside Amazon and Mastercard to provide customer-
centric innovation. The card brings together Amazon’s seamless
shopping experience and vast selection, Mastercard’s secure,
innovative payments, and Emirates Islamic’s banking expertise,
delivering exceptional value, convenience, and flexibility for
shoppers in the UAE.

Free for life with no annual membership fees, the Amazon Emirates
Islamic Mastercard Credit Card will earn customers unlimited value
back of up to 6% on their purchases on Amazon.ae and up to 2.5% on
purchases elsewhere, with benefits credited instantly and available to
redeem as a discount on their next Amazon.ae purchase. The Amazon
Credit Card will prioritize a seamless and secure experience, with a
fully digital application process, as well as a convenient digital-first
card management and loyalty solution.

“The new credit card offers an unmatched combination of rewards
and benefits to shoppers in the UAE. True to our commitment that
Prime is the best way to enjoy Amazon, this card is no different,
offering incremental savings along the way to Prime members who
sign up for the card. We are always looking for ways to innovate
on behalf of customers and are proud to deliver even more value
and convenience to shoppers across the UAE through the Amazon
Credit Card, alongside Emirates Islamic and Mastercard,” said
Ronaldo Mouchawar, Vice President, Amazon Middle East, Africa,
and Turkey.



Minister of Communications:
(NTRA) and seven international car manufacturers
signed licenses for Internet of Things (IoT) services

By: Wael Magdy

The National Telecom
Regulatory Authority
(NTRA) has approved
allowing companies
specializing  in  the
manufacture of smart
vehicles to  operate
Internet of Things (IoT)
services for cars in Egypt.
These services enable
drivers to benefit from
navigation, tracking,
and emergency response
systems in a safe and
organized manner, while
ensuring the protection of
user data and privacy.
In this context, Dr.
Amr Talaat, Minister of
Communications and
Information Technology,
witnessed the signing of
new licenses between
the NTRA and seven
international ~ companies
to provide Internet of

The signatories include
a number of major
global brands, such as
OnStar (General Motors
Group), Mansour MG
Automotive (the Chinese
IM brand), Global Auto
(BMW), Alfa Ezz Elarab
(Volvo, Aston Martin,
Loutus, and Lynk & Co.),
Egyptian  International
Motors (EIM) (Zeekr/
BAIC), Egyptian Trading
and Automotive (Audi,
Skoda), and SMG
Engineering Automotive
(Porsche,  Scania).

In his speech, Dr. Amr
Talaat emphasized that

the driving experience
in  Egypt, as car
manufacturers ~ expand
their use of information
and communications
technology ICT).

This service provides
citizens with higher levels
of safety and comfort,
as an integrated digital
society cannot be built
without leveraging the full
benefits of digital systems.
He explained that artificial
intelligence technologies
will contribute to the
continuous  development
of services, noting that the
Internet of Things (IoT) is

enables citizens to interact
with various devices, most
notably cars, in a safe and
efficient manner, thus
enabling a more advanced
user experience.

For his part, Engineer

Mohamed  Shamroukh,
CEO of the National
Telecom Regulatory
Authority (NTRA),
explained  that  this

step represents a new
beginning for Egypt’s
smart transportation
system and is in line
with the state’s digital
transformation plan, with
a full commitment to
protecting user rights and
preserving their data.
These licenses are part
of the “Digital Egypt”
strategy, ~which  aims
to localize the latest
global technologies and
provide more advanced
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During the National Smart Cities Strategy Launch Conference:
Minister of Communications; Smart cities are a means to enable cifizens to access services through digital means

By: Mohamed El-Khouly

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, emphasized that
establishing smart cities is a means to enable
citizens to access services through modern,
controlled digital means, in line with the objectives
of Egypt’s Digital Strategy to build an integrated
digital society. He noted that the National Smart
Cities Strategy represents a comprehensive
national vision that seeks to build a modern,
technology- and knowledge-based society where
the quality of life of citizens is the ultimate goal.
He emphasized the importance of encouraging
young innovators and entrepreneurs to create more
solutions that serve the smart city system in Egypt.
This came in a speech by Dr. Amr Talaat during
the launch conference of the National Smart Cities
Strategy in Egypt (Phase One: New Cities). The
event was attended by Eng. Sherif El-Sherbiny,
Minister of Housing, Ultilities and Urban
Communities; Dr. Manal Awad, Minister of Local
Development and Acting Minister of Environment;
Dr. Ibrahim Saber, Governor of Cairo; Eng. Adel
El-Naggar, Governor of Giza; Dr. Andreas Baum,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Egypt; and Dr.
Stefan Gimbert, World Bank Regional Director for
Egypt, Yemen, Djibouti, and the Middle East and
North Africa.

Dr. Amr Talaat referred to the recommendations
of the World Urban Forum, held in Cairo in 2024,
regarding smart cities. The Forum called for

intelligence, the Internet of Things, and 5G
technologies into the smart city ecosystem. He
added that the National Smart Cities Strategy was
prepared in collaboration between the Ministries
of Housing, Utilities and Urban Communities and
Communications and Information Technology, the
World Bank, and the Swiss Embassy in Egypt. The
strategy is based on the availability of an advanced
digital infrastructure that represents the foundation
and backbone of smart cities. He added that since
2019, Egypt has embarked on an ambitious plan
to deploy fiber optic cables throughout the country
by replacing copper networks g -l
with fiber optic networks in cities,
as well as extending fiber optic
networks to villages as part of
the “Decent Life” project. These
cables enable ultra-fast data transfer
across all city facilities and various
points, enabling these facilities to be
intelligently managed. He pointed
to aerial cable technology, which
does not require excavation in various roads,
saving the effort and money spent on establishing
and installing these networks. He emphasized that
Egypt has maintained its first place in the ranking
of average fixed internet speed in Africa since
2022.

Dr. Amr Talaat explained that the Internet of
Things technology is one of the components of
the smart city system. This technology relies
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Things (IoT) services for the  introduction
cars in Egypt.

these services enhances

one of the most prominent

modern technologies that ~ Egyptian  users.

and secure services to

investment in digital infrastructure, strengthening
international partnerships, and integrating artificial

on a massive array of hundreds of thousands of
centrally connected sensors. These sensors can

receive and send data, and then control the devices,
equipment, and facilities managed by these sensors
and regulate their operation. City managers can
then control and manage various city facilities
efficiently through fiber optic networks and
Internet of Things technology.
Dr. Amr Talaat added that the launch of 5G in
Egypt represents a significant step forward in
the development of smart city systems and the
effectiveness of their establishment and expansion.
These technologies enable the ability to control
thousands of these sensors and exchange data with
= them by sending instructions and
i receiving data and results from
EG them at an extremely rapid pace.
He explained the role of artificial
intelligence  technologies  in
analyzing this vast amount of data
— and thus managing these facilities
_ effectively. He highlighted the
,,,,, importance of data centers as
the unifying brain of all these
elements in smart cities. He explained that the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology has begun developing several policies
to encourage the establishment of national data
centers.
Dr. Amr Talaatemphasized that all communications
and networking-related matters have been included
in the Egyptian Building Code, in collaboration
between the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology and the Ministry of
Housing, Utilities and Urban Communities.

Talaat Meets with Lobna Helal, Chairperson of Telecom Egypt, and Eng, Tamer El Mahdy, the new Managing Director and CEO
L

By: Pakinam Khaled

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, received Lobna Helal,
Chairperson of Telecom Egypt, Eng. Tamer El
Mahdy, the new Managing Director and CEO, and
Eng. Mohamed Nasr El Din, the former CEO.
The Board of Directors of Telecom Egypt held a
meeting this morning during which it approved the
appointment of Eng. Tamer El Mahdy as Managing
Director and CEO of the company. The appointment
was made after thanking Eng. Mohamed Nasr El Din
and accepting his request to be relieved of his duties
as Managing Director and CEO.

During the meeting, Dr. Amr Talaat emphasized that
Telecom Egypt plays a vital role in the ICT sector,
contributing effectively to efforts aimed at achieving

digital transformation and developing digital
infrastructure both locally and internationally. This
is achieved through the implementation of various
strategic projects aimed at enhancing international
connectivity via a wide network of submarine
cables. This is in addition to supporting the local
digital infrastructure by extending fiber optic cables
throughout the country, and participating in the
implementation of several major national projects,
most notably the development of digital infrastructure
in villages included in the presidential «Decent Life»
initiative.

Dr. Amr Talaat expressed his best wishes to Engineer
Tamer El Mahdy for success in his new position,
emphasizing the importance of building on the
achievements of the past period to continue the

£

company>s development journey.

Dr. Amr Talaat also thanked Engineer Mohamed
Nasr El Din for his efforts during his tenure as head of
Telecom Egypt, during which the company achieved
numerous milestones in its journey towards owning a
digital infrastructure, strengthening the international
infrastructure for submarine cables, and expanding

the provision of a range of technological services
and solutions. He expressed his sincere wishes for
continued success in his future endeavors.

It is worth noting that Engineer Tamer El Mahdy
was appointed to the Board of Directors of Telecom
Egypt, representing the Egyptian government, in
March 2025. With over 30 years of experience,
Engineer Tamer El Mahdy has served as Founder
and Chairman of TradeGlobe and Terrawaves
Networks since 2020, overseeing global
operations in the field of telecommunications
consulting, network design, and digital
infrastructure development. His career includes
numerous executive leadership positions at several
multinational companies and investment firms
in various sectors such as telecommunications,

digital transformation, fintech, real estate, mining,
and non-banking financial services.

From 2014 to 2019, he served as CEO of Orascom
Telecom Media and Technology Group (OTMT),
where he led the strategic transformation and
diversification process across multiple sectors
and regions, including Europe, South Asia, and
the Middle East. He previously served as CEO
of Orascom Telecom Algeria (Djezzy), the
largest mobile operator in Algeria, from 2008
to 2013. During his tenure at Orascom Telecom
Holding, he held several key leadership positions,
including Group Chief Technology Officer (2003-
2008), where he managed billions of dollars in
investments and launched mobile phone launches
in Canada, Bangladesh, Iraq, and North Korea.

IBM and nybl collaborate to deliver Al-powered

industrial solutions using watsonx and Maximo

By : Islam Tawfik

IBM, a global leader in hybrid cloud, Al, and consulting, and nybl,
a science-based Al company and IBM Business Partner, today
announced a new collaboration to accelerate the adoption of Al
across critical infrastructure sectors, including energy, utilities, and
industrial operations. By combining IBM’s watsonx portfolio of
Al products, specifically watsonx.governance, with nybl’s domain-
specific expertise, the collaboration aims to enhance enterprise
operational resilience, improve efficiency, and deliver greater
business value.

At the center of this collaboration is nybl’s ‘n.vision’ platform,
integrated with IBM’s watsonx Al and data platform, which includes
robust Al governance capabilities, and the IBM Maximo Application
Suite. Together, these technologies provide organizations with
secure, intelligent asset and operations management capabilities that
help reduce costs, improve safety outcomes, and enhance overall
performance. watsonx.governance plays a foundational role, offering
built-in transparency, compliance, and lifecycle Al management.
Building on this integrated foundation, the solution leverages IBM
Maximo Visual Inspection (MVI) to bring Al-powered visual
intelligence into industrial operations. n.vision analyzes large volumes
of imagery data, including drone and camera feeds, to detect faults,
predict equipment failures, and recommend prescriptive actions that
help prevent unplanned downtime. By automating quality checks
and defect detection, the combined approach streamlines workflows
while maintaining high operational standards.

The platform combines nybl’s proprietary Al models with a robust
data processing engine and intuitive interface. Its core modules
include ‘Director’, which powers real-time analytics and decision-
making, and ‘Stage’, which visualizes insights to enable faster,
smarter operational responses. By combining deep Al functionality
with ease of use, the solution empowers organizations to maximize
asset uptime, increase reliability, and achieve measurable
improvements in efficiency and safety.

“At IBM, we believe the future of industry is Al-powered, and our
watsonx platform is built to help clients scale trustworthy Al across
their business,” said Zaidoun Arbad, VP - Ecosystem, IBM Middle
East and Africa. “By combining nybl’s domain-specific innovation
with IBM’s enterprise Al capabilities, including Maximo and
watsonx, we are enabling clients to transform operations and make
smarter decisions in real time.”

During the opening of the «Techne Summit 2025»:
ITIDA Chairman; Our goal is to provide an enabling environment for
entrepreneurs to transform their ideas into technology-based companies.

By: Rasha Hagag

Engineer Ahmed El-Zaher, CEO of
the Information Technology Industry
Development Agency (ITIDA), stated, «I
am pleased to inaugurate the first edition
of «Egypt Innovation Week - which kicks
off with the Cairo Techne Summit 2025,»
here at the historic Granada Palace,
which has been restored and developed
to transform it into an integrated cultural,
tourist, and community center within the
framework of a comprehensive vision
to revive our architectural heritage and
harness it to serve the present and the
future.»

This was attended by Ambassador
Dag Jolin Denfelt, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Sweden to Egypt, Tarek
El-Kady, CEO of Techne Summit,
and other partners, entrepreneurs, and
investors. He added that the Ministry of
Communications played an active role in
this direction, through the restoration and
development of Sultan Hussein Kamel
Palace—in the same neighborhood in
Heliopolis—and its transformation into
one of Egypt>s digital innovation centers,
«Creativa.» It became an incubator for
innovation and a center to support young
innovators and entrepreneurs.

After being a prominent landmark in our
history, today it has become a vibrant
incubator for the future. This reminds us
that our most valuable possession is not
only the heritage we preserve, but also
what we create and innovate together.
He pointed out that the Techne
Summit and Egypt Innovation Week
are not just events for technology and
entrepreneurship, but rather a platform
for real opportunities. They are an

opportunity for young entrepreneurs
to transform ideas into successful
projects, an opportunity for investors
to discover innovative, implementable
solutions, and an opportunity for all
of us—government and partners—to
consolidate our belief that Egypt is
confidently moving toward its position
as a global center for technological
innovation.

At the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (ITIDA),
we adopt a comprehensive vision
focused on our true wealth: our youth—
human capital. Every year, hundreds
of thousands (approximately 760,000)
of young Egyptians graduate from
university, including tens of thousands
who possess advanced talents and skills
in engineering and technology.

Our responsibility is to ensure their
readiness for various paths of the digital
economy: whether by joining global or
local technology companies operating
in Egypt, empowering them to practice
freelance work, or establishing new
startups within an integrated ecosystem
that supports entrepreneurship.

We prepare talent, promote its availability
to attract global companies, and
provide an enabling environment for
entrepreneurs to transform their ideas

into ICT-based companies. In addition
to this role, we ensure that opportunities
are made available equitably across all
governorates, ensuring that every young
person, wherever they may be, has equal
opportunities to build their future.
Over the past few years, the
CREATIVA network of innovation and
entrepreneurship centers has expanded
from just three in 2016 to 18 today, with
the goal of establishing a center to nurture
innovation and entrepreneurship in every
governorate.

These centers provide a national network
that enables young people to acquire
skills, develop their ideas, and easily
access investors. We have already
succeeded in attracting global partners
to manage some of the centers, such as
Plug and Play and Global 500 in Cairo,
to support startups through their various
stages of growth.

We have also strengthened the system
with a number of new programs, including
the development of the Start IT program,
which offers additional incentives of up
to EGP 480,000 per startup, along with
$10,000 in cloud services from AWS.
We also added employment support
services through collaborations with
startup platforms such as Talents Arena,
Sprints, and Techie Matters, in addition
to specialized training and consulting
programs to help companies integrate
Al technologies into their products
and business models. Additionally, we
launched the third cycle of the Creativa
Incubation Program, which provides
startups with financial and technical
support of up to EGP 360,000 over nine
months.

By : Mohamed Essam

Held alongside HUAWEI CONNECT 2025, “Huawei Africa
Night 2025 convened under the theme “All Intelligence for New
Africa”. More than 500 partners, government representatives,
experts, and industry leaders gathered to share the latest advances
in ICT (information and communications technology) innovation
and collaboration, with a common goal: advancing the continent’s
intelligent transformation.

Shen Li, President of Huawei Northern Africa (North, West, and
Central Africa), said the continent is at a pivotal inflection point,
transitioning from informatization to a fully digital and intelligent
era. Across sectors, leapfrog development is underway: from
no network coverage to 4G, 5G, and FTTH; from paper-based
governance to intelligent, one-stop government services platforms;
from cash transactions to mobile payments; and from no stable
electricity to green, efficient solar power. As a global leader in
ICT, and true to its commitment “In Africa, for Africa,” Huawei
positions itself as a reliable, long-term partner. To deliver on the
vision of “All Intelligence for New Africa,” the company is rolling
out a three-pillar framework — New Value, New Infrastructure
and New Ecosystem.

Under the New Value pillar, Huawei is rolling out five inclusive
solutions tailored to core scenarios: Inclusive Connectivity,
Inclusive Education, Inclusive Government Service, Inclusive
Security, and Inclusive Energy. Under New Infrastructure, it
combines cloud and Al, core networks, and devices to deliver end-
to-end offerings. Through New Ecosystem, Huawei is cultivating
an open, collaborative, win-win community of customers, partners,
and talent to accelerate the shift to digital and intelligent operations
in Africa. The company will continue to work closely with the
broader ecosystem on strategy, technology, innovation, and talent
development.

Huawei Northern Africa team then delivered keynote sessions
detailing how this three-pillar framework supports Africa’s digital
and intelligent transformation, and engaging guests in discussions
on the current trends and best practices across the continent.
During the event, Huawei unveiled the “African Intelligence
Pioneers” — a recognition program honoring visionary
organizations whose investments in intelligent technologies are
already delivering tangible results.

Vodafone Egypt Foundation and Momken Launch Spark Bootcamp to Support 40 Entrepreneurs in Technology, Empower Youth, and Promote the Digital Economy

S T e T S SUULCAITIP

By: Mohamed Essam

The Vodafone Egypt Foundation for Community
Development, in partnership with Momken, has
launched the pilot phase of the Spark Bootcamp for
Entrepreneurship. This intensive program aims to
support 40 entrepreneurs in the early stages of their
entrepreneurial journey in the technology sector. The
bootcamp will be held from September 28 to 30,2025,
at Vodafone Egypt>s headquarters in Smart Village.
The Spark Bootcamp aims to develop digital skills,
promote a culture of innovation, and integrate digital
economy practices among entrepreneurs across
various governorates, aged 20 to 37, who already
have established businesses and are seeking to expand
and grow.

The program offers participants daily workshops
on digital and entrepreneurial skills, along with
mentorship and guidance sessions that help develop
their projects and enhance their future plans. It also
provides opportunities for practical learning and
experience sharing, with a focus on specialized

training, including Al-powered mentoring techniques
in sales and marketing, and digital marketing
fundamentals.

The first day was attended by high-level attendees,
including Eng. Mohamed Hanna, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Vodafone Egypt Foundation;
businessman Mohamed Farouk, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Mobica; Eng. Mahmoud
El Khatib, Vice President of the Business Sector
at Vodafone Egypt; Ayman El Saadany, Head of
External Relations; Dr. Abeer El Leithy, Founder of
the Momken platform; and Shahdan Aram, Secretary
General of the Vodafone Egypt Foundation. The day
of the camp included a panel discussion between
Mahmoud El Khatib and Mohamed Farouk, which
addressed the importance of technology in supporting
entrepreneurs.

This bootcamp is an extension of Vodafone Business>s
ongoing efforts to support entrepreneurs, empower
startups, and promote a culture of innovation.
Engineer Mohamed Hanna, Chairman of the Board

S Tl A B e 75

of Trustees of the Vodafone Egypt Foundation,
said: «This initiative falls within the framework
of the Vodafone Foundation>s strategy to expand
learning opportunities, empower youth, strengthen
the entrepreneurship ecosystem, and support Egypt>s
Vision 2030 through education, innovation, and
entrepreneurship as fundamental pillars for building
an integrated digital economy.

The bootcamp was organized in collaboration with
«Momken» to support entrepreneurs. Vodafone
Foundation also participated in designing and
delivering the training content in collaboration

with «Momken.» A sustainable training plan will
be allocated to the top three participants to develop
their projects. They will be selected based on an
evaluation of their project presentations and the skills
and knowledge they acquired during the intensive
training program. The program content will later be
integrated into the «Ta3leemi» platform to ensure the
widest impact of the bootcamp and expand access to
training materials.»

For his part, Mohamed Farouk, Chairman of
Mobica, emphasized the dual role of technology and
innovation, saying: ‘Al technology can perform many
tasks and facilitate many steps for entrepreneurs, but
it will never be able to innovate or implement a new
idea.

Human creativity remains the primary driver of any
successful project, while Al takes care of everything
else, freeing up entrepreneurs to focus on innovation
and growth.”

Mahmoud El Khatib, Vice President of Business
at Vodafone Egypt, added: “This bootcamp

complements Vodafone Business’s role in supporting
the entrepreneurship ecosystem, assisting startups,
and providing technological solutions that enable
their growth.

Through Vodafone Business, we have explored
new ways to provide additional support to the three
participants in this bootcamp through innovative
technological solutions and strategic consultations to
support their businesses and grow their projects. This
enhances sustainability and deepens the program’s
impact on the innovation and entrepreneurship
ecosystem in Egypt, as we continue our role in driving
digital transformation and economic development.”
For her part, Dr. Abeer Al-Leithy, co-founder of
Momken, emphasized the importance of the training
camp in empowering female and male entrepreneurs,
saying, “Momken is committed to creating educational
and training spaces that open new horizons for young
people, especially gitls, to acquire advanced digital
skills and adopt innovative solutions that enhance the
chances of success for their projects.”
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