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The Second Middle East and Africa Veterinary Congress Returns to Dubai:
The largest veterinary community gathering in the Middle East and Africa set to elevate veterinary care and animal health,

By : Wael Magdy

The Middle East, Africa Veterinary
Congress (MEAVC) is set to make
a highly anticipated return with
its second edition from October
17-19, 2025, at the renowned Jafza
One Convention Centre in Dubai.
Following the success of its inaugural
event in 2022, MEAVC 2025 to
be held in the UAE promises to be
an unparalleled gathering for the
veterinary community across the
region and beyond.

As the largest congress and
exhibition of its kind in the Middle
East and Africa, MEAVC 2025 will
bring together leading veterinary
professionals, industry innovators,
and academic experts under one roof

high-quality continuous professional
development  accessible to  all
veterinarians worldwide. For the first
time in the Middle East, MEAVC 2025
will feature Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) accreditation by
global leaders including the American
Association of Veterinary State Boards
(RACE), Germany’s Akademie fur
Tieraerztliche Fortbildung (ATF), and
the Veterinary Continuous Education
in Europe (VetCEE).

Dr. Margit Gabriele Muller, President
of MEAVC 2025, commented: “It is
incredibly exciting to return to Dubai
and the UAE for the second edition of
MEAVC, building on the momentum
and success of our inaugural event in
2022. MEAVC 2025 is more than just

minds, global innovations, and CPD-
accredited education under one roof,
we are empowering veterinarians to
deliver world-class care and to shape
the future of animal health.”

Dr. Margit added; “In a rapidly
evolving world, our commitment is to
ensure that Dubai and the Middle East

and tools they need to meet emerging
challenges and make a meaningful
impact in their communities.”

With a lineup of over 42+ international
speakers the congress will present
cutting-edge topics spanning the
breadth of veterinary medicine. Five
hands-on workshops and six wet labs
will provide practical and clinical
training to equip practitioners with
real-world skills. Attendees can also
look forward to 64 masterclasses and
more than 100 lectures covering the
latest advancements in companion
animal and exotic veterinary care. In
addition, six industry sessions will
be led by some of the world’s top
veterinary pharmaceutical, nutrition,
and equipment brands.

technologies, products, and services
from the world’s leading veterinary
suppliers and manufacturers. This
setting  will  offer  unparalleled
opportunities for exhibitors to engage
with veterinary practitioners, decision-
makers, and regional distributors.
MEAVC 2025 will also provide an
exceptional platform for networking
and collaboration. Industry
professionals and stakeholders will
have the chance to connect with
prospective partners, forge strategic
alliances, and gain insights into the
evolving needs of the veterinary sector
across the Middle East and Africa.
The congress this year is expected
to attract thousands of delegates
from different countries and regions,

According to SAP Emarsys survey,
§2% of UAE marketers say Al is
central to their personalization

BY : MARWAN ZEINEDDINE,

UAE brands are pouring money into A, but shoppers
aren’t convinced it’s working for them, according to
the new Al in Retail Report from SAP Emarsys.

The report, in its third year, is based on insights from
more than 200 marketers and 1,000 shoppers in
the UAE, and reveals a growing gap between what
marketers intend and what customers experience.
While 82% of UAE marketers say Al is central to
their personalization, only 31% of consumers believe
brands personalize content to their needs and just
18% feel they receive fair value in exchange for their
data.

This disconnect is more about infrastructure than
expectations. While consumers expect personalized
experiences, marketers are struggling behind the
scenes. More than half (69%) say their data is too

to advance the field of veterinary

medicine and education.

The congress is dedicated to promoting

a congress, it is a movement to elevate
veterinary medicine across the Middle
East and Africa. By uniting leading

remain an international hub and leader
for veterinary professionals to have
access to the latest knowledge, skills,

The exhibition hall at
2025 will be a dynamic showcase
of innovation, featuring the latest

MEAVC

reaffirming Dubai’s position as a
global hub for veterinary excellence
and

innovation.

Fans to be given unparalleled access as McLaren Racing announces Mastercard
as Official Naming Partner of the McLaren Formula 1 Team from 2026

By : Bakinam Khaled
McLaren Racing has today
announced that Mastercard is
set to become Official Naming
Partner of the McLaren
Formula 1 Team from 2026
onwards.

Starting next season, the team
will be known as the McLaren
Mastercard Formula 1 Team,
with the move representing an
exciting new era not only for
the partnership, but for fans of
the team around the world. This
expanded collaboration will
unlock more opportunities for
fans to enjoy exclusive, behind-
the-scenes access and one-of-a-
kind experiences.

Delivering on its fan-first
promise, Mastercard is set to
debut ‘Team Priceless’ — a
global initiative that will allow
Papaya fans to get closer to the
team and action throughout the
race calendar and experience
a curated programme of
activities. On  select race
days, chosen fans will enjoy

mastercard.

incredible experiences,
from hot laps on track to
meeting drivers and Priceless
Experiences that spotlight the
host city’s local culture. More
details on Team Priceless and
the recruitment process will be
announced  soon.

Zak Brown, CEO, McLaren
Racing, said: “There is no one
more important to us than our
awesome fans, so I could not
be more delighted to enter this
next chapter in our partnership
with Mastercard with a promise
to our Papaya Family around
the world: that we will continue
to put our fans first, bring them
even closer to the team, and
offer incredible experiences.

Mastercard is a fantastic partner
who shares our passions and
values, so to have them on
board as naming partner will
offer us the perfect launch pad
to keep pushing on and off track
—and I cannot wait to see Team
Priceless come to life in 2026.”

aja Rajamannar,
Chief Marketing and
Communications Officer

for Mastercard, added: “Our
partnership has been grounded
in putting fans in pole position
since day one, and becoming
the Official Naming Partner
of the McLaren Formula 1
Team takes that commitment
to the next level. McLaren
Racing represents the pinnacle
of innovation, precision, and
performance,  values  that
mirror our own as we push
boundaries and deliver winning
experiences.  Collaborations
like Team Priceless reflect those
values and give fans plenty to
look forward to for this season
and many more.”

e& Misr records unprecedented growth and supports Egypt’s
Vision 2030 with innovation and financial inclusion

By: Amir Taha

e& Misr achieved significant
success in 2025, achieving record
growth rates that strengthened
its position as a national leader
in digital transformation and an
active contributor to achieving
Egypt’s Vision 2030.

The company recorded a 43%
annual growth in consumer
services revenues, along with a
33% increase in average revenue
per active user (ARPAU). It also
achieved an 8% annual growth in
its monthly active customer base,
reaching a market share of 32.1%
in May 2025, with a total of more
than 39 million subscribers.

In the financial inclusion and
digital services sector, e& Misr
continued its expansion through
its Super Pay, e&Money, and
Erada Microfinance platforms,
contributing to the integration of
large segments of society into the
formal financial system. It also
successfully exceeded its target
plan to expand its point-of-sale
network and consolidated its

etisalat and

leadership in electronic payment

infrastructure, achieving rapid
growth rates.

In the field of digital
entertainment, Twist continued

to achieve rapid growth, with
950,000 monthly active users on
Twist TV and 349,000 on Twist
Music, cementing its position
as a preferred destination for
integrated entertainment.

In the field of enterprise support,
the e& Business division achieved
a 39% annual growth in revenue,
with digital adoption reaching 98 %
and engagement tripling across
the comprehensive application.

The company also expanded its
business process —outsourcing
(BPO) services, achieving annual
growth of approximately 41% in
Egypt and the UAE.

In terms of the workplace
environment, e& Egypt was
named “Best Employer of the
Year 2025 in addition to three
international awards in recognition
of its flexible work environment,
its adoption of effective internal
communication policies, and its
provision of innovative solutions
to enhance employee engagement,
which has strengthened its ability
to attract and retain talent.
These results reflect part of a
comprehensive strategy aimed
at enabling Egyptian citizens
to benefit from technology
in everyday life, whether in
electronic payments, education, or
smart healthcare. This aligns with
the goals of Egypt Vision 2030
to enhance the digital economy,
create new job opportunities,
and build a more inclusive and
sustainable  society.

unstructured to use effectively, and just as many
admit they can’t act on insights in real time, according
to recently released SAP Emarsys research . Without
unified, accessible data, brands risk delivering

disjointed, impersonal interactions
undermine both trust and loyalty.

could

“Brands are dealing with fragmented systems. More
than half (64%) of marketers are dealing with ‘dark
data’ that’s hard to access, with rising pressure to
deliver results fast,” said Marwan Zeineddine, SAP
UAE Managing Director. “But from a consumer’s
point of view, the value exchange is broken. You share
your data but get little in return with no visibility into
how it’s used. That’s where trust breaks down and

loyalty is lost.”
What is behind the lack of trust?

The report points to two root causes behind the lack

of confidence:

1. Opaque data use: Only 35% of respondents had a
high trust level in how brands use their personal data.

Consent often feels performative, not meaningful.

2. Thin value exchange: Shoppers regularly hand
over personal data, preferences, purchase history
and browsing behavior, but receive repetitive, often

irrelevant messaging in return.

SAP Emarsys highlights that without visible and
valuable data activation, Al could become just
another marketing tool that drives consumers away.

Engagement-Era brands lead the way:

Some brands, however, are getting it right. The report
spotlights globally recognized brand Gibson Guitars
as a leading example of what SAP Emarsys calls
“Engagement Era” brands: those using Al not just for
automation, but for building deeper, more transparent

connections with customers.

“We’re not selling t-shirts, we’re selling guitars,” said
Sterling Doak, Head of Marketing at Gibson. “Al
helps us personalize with purpose, without losing the

soul of the brand.”

Kaf Insurance Offers Innovative Tech-Driven Corporate Pension Solution to
Empower Employers and Employees in Securing Their Retirement Futures

By ; Mohamed Elkholy

Kaf Insurance, a joint venture between
EFG Finance, an EFG Holding company,
and GB Corp, Egypt’s fastest-growing
tech-enabled insurance company, is
expanding its suite of corporate solutions
with an innovative pension product.
This new offering combines competitive
investment returns with advanced
reporting capabilities, all delivered
through a truly customer-centric digital
interface.

Recognizing the vital role of human
capital, the company has leveraged
technology to provide a dual-platform
solution that makes saving for retirement
simple, transparent, and rewarding.
This innovative approach enables both
employers and employees to easily
monitor their pension plans, facilitating
the construction of a secure financial
future.

In a market where health and life
insurance have traditionally formed
the foundation of employee benefits,
pensions are an equally essential
component for long-term financial
well-being. As a valuable addition to
employers’ benefits packages, private
pensions not only strengthen employee
retention but also play a crucial role in
bridging Egypt’s retirement income
gap, empowering individuals to plan
confidently for a secure future.

Recognizing the gap in Egypt’s private
pension sector, Kaf has developed a
pioneering pension app to drive interest
among both employers and employees.
The user-friendly interface enables
employees to view their pension account
savings transparently and seamlessly,
track both personal and employer
contributions, review investment
returns, and monitor vested amounts.
They can also top up their savings across

multiple asset classes, including money
market funds, fixed income, equities,
USD-based funds, and a specialized
gold fund without any hidden fees.
On the corporate side, the HR dashboard
provides employers with complete, real-
time control over pension investments,
seamless onboarding for new employees,
and efficient fund disbursement. This
B2B approach enables companies
to strengthen their employee value
proposition while effectively managing
pension strategies.

Sohail Ali, CEO of Kaf Insurance,

commented: ~ “The  transformative
potential of pensions to enhance financial
security is known and understood the
world over, and we’re delighted to have
captured the imagination of employees
and employers through the introduction
of interactivity and transparency to this
arena.

For too long, employees have seen
their company’s pension provision as a
negative (a deduction on their monthly
payslip). Our tool, by applying some
principles from gamification, turns
this dynamic on its head and boosts
employee engagement, motivation, and
appreciation of this valuable benefit.
While we anticipated strong interest, the
market’s enthusiasm and rapid adoption
of our solution have far surpassed our
expectations. We are proud to have
already onboarded several —major
corporations in our first year of the
offering, a clear testament to the success

and impact of our approach.

We're delighted by the feedback from
our clients’ HR departments, who tell
us that, since moving their pension
arrangements to Kaf, their employees
have never been so engaged and
appreciative of this benefit.”
Youssef Shokeir, Deputy CEO of
Kaf Insurance, added: “We are only
at the beginning of this journey, and
we are excited about what’s ahead.
Our focus remains on continuously
enhancing our pension proposition and
introducing new features that will help
establish retirement solutions in Egypt
as a priority employee benefit. With the
strong momentum we are seeing, we
foresee our assets under management
surpassing EGP 1 billion by the end of
2025, further cementing our role as a
leader in shaping the future of financial
security”.

Using SAP Emarsys, Gibson now drives more
than 40% of its revenue through automation-led
experiences, has doubled its engagement rates, and
achieved a 50% increase in sales generated via email
marketing campaigns.

SAP’s Zeineddine said: “Brands like Gibson
are turning insight into action. They’re showing
customers how their data creates better experiences,
and they 're doing it with integrity, not gimmicks. SAP
Emarsys helps businesses get to that point: turning
fragmented, hard-to-reach data into something that
earns attention, trust, and ultimately, true lifetime
loyalty.”

With Al adoption accelerating, the rules of
engagement are changing fast. SAP Emarsys advises
retailers to focus on first-party data transparency,
cross-channel consistency, and a clear value exchange
to ensure customers get the experience they deserve.
Experts from SAP Emarsys will be sharing these
insights at the upcoming Middle East Retail Forum
(MRF) 2025, taking place on September 3 in Dubai.
Younes Ben Maiz, Regional Vice President for
EMEA South at SAP Emarsys, will join the panel title
Leading the Future: Empowering Talent and Tech to
Drive Retail Transformation, alongside regional retail
leaders. He will also co-host an exclusive roundtable
discussion on game-changing Al retail trends.

SAP UAE Managing Director

ETHICORE Group Launches to Redefine
Advocacy Across Africa, GCC and Near East

By : Rasha Hagag
By : Islam Tawfik Comprehensive  government  advantage, scaling an ethics- | Government agencies
ETHICORE Political ~ affairs, lobbying, and first legacy into a future- | pressure to 1mprove
Lobbying, ranked among the advocacy services across focused firm — helping private

Top 10 firms in Africa and the
EMEA region for government
affairs and advocacy, today for
announced the launch of the
ETHICORE Group and its first
international office in Dubai,
UAE — marking its expansion

Africa , ETHICORE Counsel
— A bench of elite advisors
decision-makers  and
institutions
Rhetoric

communications and narrative
strategy and

ETHICORE

- Political ~ regulation,

ETHICORE

into the GCC and Near East. Theorem — Public policy,
Founded in 2009 with a single ~ regulatory, and geopolitical ~confidence.
client — still a partner today intelligence.

— ETHICORE has grown
into a trusted advisor across
29 African markets. The
launch of ETHICORE Group
consolidates its pan-African
legacy and signals a bold new
chapter as a purpose-built,
international government
affairs firm at the intersection
of markets, governments, and

society. and global strategy, we are

The Group’s expertise is deepening core capabilities, advantage:
anchored in five specialised, driving  innovation, and navigate and
wholly owned divisions: creating new value for our

ETHICORE East — Advisory clients — always with the regulation,

focused on Africa, GCC, and
Near East market, policy,
and regulatory landscapes

ETHICORE Lobbying -

Speaking on the expansion,
Abdul Waheed Patel, Group
CEO, said:
ETHICORE Group reflects
the boldness of our ambition
and scale. Dubai provides a
strategic hub for the GCC and
Near East, complementing our
29-market African footprint.
Under

ethics, precision, and quality
that define ETHICORE.”
ETHICORE Group offers
clients

“The launch of

a unified identity

new strategic  and

and public institutions, leaders
and brands to successfully
navigate, shape and influence
the critical impact of policy,
governments,
politics and geopolitics across
two dynamic regions amid
critical global shifts, with

The firm’s regional and global
expertise was showcased at
Africa Global PR Week in
Nairobi last week, where Patel
shared the firm’s insights on
“The Intersection of PR and
Government: Advocating for
Public Policy”.

With its new Dubai base,
ETHICORE Group offers
private and public institutions,
leaders, and brands a strategic
the ability to

complex impact of policy,
and geopolitics
across Africa and the GCC —
at a time when global shifts
demand clarity, credibility,
influence.

defined guardrails.

shape the

efficiency, and productivity amid staffing
shortages and rising public expectations.
That’s why Salesforce today launched
Agentforce for Public Sector to augment
government workers with digital labor — a
digital workforce of intelligent Al agents —
that can autonomously handle complex and
time-consuming tasks while staying within

With Agentforce for
government agencies can use Al agents
to assist employees and constituents,
speeding up government responsiveness,
enabling better support for the public,
simplifying enforcement,
risk for government workers. This frees
government workers to focus on mission-
critical tasks while enabling easier, faster,
and more cost-effective public services.
Government leaders around the globe
recognize Al’s value to help improve
efficiency, productivity, job satisfaction, and
service delivery, and 64% expect significant
cost savings as a result. The public is
also ready for Al support in government
— in fact, 90% are open to Al-powered
government services. Yet, while the value is
clear, concerns over issues like data privacy
and security, have slowed wider adoption.
Agentforce for Public Sector addresses
these concerns by providing trusted, secure,

and certified Al solutions that can be
quickly deployed to support government
workers and constituents, unlocking the full
potential of Al to transform public services.
Available today, Agentforce for Public
Sector enables government agencies to
build, tailor, and deploy custom and out-
of-the-box agents. Now, agencies can use
Al agents to autonomously handle work
like answering common citizen queries
and processing license renewals. And
because Agentforce adheres to stringent
global compliance requirements, including
FedRAMP High, Protected-B, and IRAP,
government leaders can trust they are secure

face increasing
responsiveness,

Public  Sector,

and compliant.

and reducing

With Agentforce for Public Sector, agencies
can now also take advantage of prebuilt
actions (which tasks an agent can perform)
like “find similar complaints’ or ‘check for
regulatory code violations’
designed for the public sector. These actions
can be quickly deployed and adapted
for every employee,
organizational process, saving development
time, increasing efficiency, and improving
productivity for government workers. New
actions available today include:

Simplify enforcement and reduce risk:
Based on relevant regulations, an Al
agent can support compliance officers and
inspectors by recommending specific code
violations, helping with regulatory fee
calculations, and creating documentation.

Salesforce Launches Agentforce for Public Sector to Take on Time-Consuming
Government Work, from Compliance to Constituent Support

administrative

and analyze

improvements.

Find and hire top talent, faster: Agencies
can speed up hiring and reduce recruiting
administrative burdens with Al-powered
resume matching and candidate engagement.
With Recruitment Management actions,
recruiters can tap agents to help them
understand qualifications at a glance, share
candidates with hiring managers, and
email applicants automatically to speed up
hiring decisions and improve the applicant

specifically

department, and

experience.

jobs.

From flagging violations to generating
follow-up emails, agents with Compliance
Management actions help cut down on

Speed up response and spot trends:
Agencies can use digital labor to summarize
constituent
identify related past issues and recommend
next steps based on relevant policies and
regulations. By grouping similar complaints
and flagging frequent pain points, agents
with Complaint Management actions can
resolve issues faster and surface valuable
insights to guide policy and service

Recommend a job position to an applicant:
Helps job seekers discover the most relevant
job opportunities based on their skills,
experience, and goals. By recommending
job postings that best match their profile, the
agent can increase application conversion
rates and reduce time spent searching for

Nogood Finance Secures
100 million EGP from
Suez Canal Bank to
Support the SME Sector

By : Ghada Helmy

Noqood Finance, a subsidiary
of Noqood Holding and a
specialized financing provider

complaints,

for small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), has
announced securing a 100

million EGP credit facility from

Suez Canal Bank.
This funding aligns with
the company’s strategy to

strengthen its role in supporting
the SME sector, a cornerstone
for economic growth and job
creation in Egypt.

The new facility will allow
Noqood to expand its tailored
financing services, enabling
more businesses to access
flexible and efficient funding
solutions.

Commenting on the
announcement, Hazem Anber,
CEO of Noqood Finance,
stated:

“We are committed to
empowering entrepreneurs and
SMEs owners with accessible
and agile financial tools.




until the issuance of the Data Governance Law :

The National Council for Artificial Intelligence officially adopts the Open

By: Pakinam Khaled

The National Council for Artificial
Intelligence, headed by Dr. Amr Talaat,
Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, has adopted
the Open Data Policy for the Arab
Republic of Egypt. The policy was
prepared and drafted by the Ministry
of Communications and Information

private sector, and academic institutions
to reuse public data and employ it
in developing new applications and
services. The policy also enhances
integration among state institutions
through a clear institutional framework
for data exchange.

The Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology submitted the

e Lred) P LC

innovation  support.

Furthermore, the policy emphasizes
the need for easy access and use by
providing data in open, machine-
readable formats accompanied by clear
identification documents and metadata,
making it easy for all users, regardless
of their technical backgrounds, to benefit
from it. It also stipulates that data should

Technology, and will enter into effect in
August 2025 as a transitional phase until
the issuance of the Data Governance
Law and its executive regulations.
This policy represents the first
comprehensive  national ~ framework
for making non-sensitive public data
available to government agencies, in
line with international best practices and
taking into account the national context
and sustainable development needs.
This policy is also a foundational step
that paves the way for responsible data
governance and achieving optimal use of
data to support innovation, stimulate the
digital economy, enhance transparency
and accountability, and improve
the quality of government services.
This policy coincides with the global
acceleration in the adoption of data-
driven governance models.

Through this policy, Egypt seeks to
consolidate the principles of good
governance and enable individuals, the

final version of the policy to the National
Council for Artificial Intelligence,
where it was officially adopted as a
reference document for all government
agencies. This marks the beginning
of the institutional and technical
implementation phase according to clear
mechanisms and specific standards.
Egypt’s open data policy aims to
consolidate the principles of transparency
and accountability and build public trust
by enabling individuals and institutions
to access and use public data. The policy
seeks to stimulate the development of
innovative digital products and services,
enhance the efficiency of government
service delivery, and improve the quality
of operational processes.

It also supports planning and
policymaking processes based on
accurate data. It also contributes
to aligning national efforts with
international standards and reinforces
Egypt’s commitment to the Sustainable

Development Goals and the digital
transformation agenda, reflecting the
country’s vision of building a more open
and inclusive knowledge economy.

Egypt’s open data policy is based on a set
of guiding principles that reflect global
best practices and align with national
priorities, with the aim of ensuring
effective and sustainable implementation
of open data initiatives. Foremost among
these is the principle of “disclosure as a
rule,” which stipulates that public data
should be made available unless there are
clear legal impediments. This enhances
government transparency and enables
the public to access non-sensitive data.
The policy also emphasizes the
importance of providing data in a timely
manner to ensure it is up-to-date and
relevant, enabling its effective use in
decision-making, emergency response,
public  policy development, and

be made available free of charge in
most cases, aiming to remove barriers
to data use, particularly by innovators,
researchers, and small businesses. It
allows reasonable fees only in specific
cases to cover operational or technical
costs.

The policy also places great emphasis
on ensuring the accuracy, completeness,
and consistency of published data,
and requires it to be accompanied by
metadata and glossaries detailing its
source, date of update, and organization,
ensuring its reliability and reusability.
The policy also encourages public
engagement and feedback, considering
community interaction an effective
tool for improving data quality, setting
priorities, and enhancing trust between
government and users.

Under this policy, the National Council
for Artificial Intelligence is responsible
foroverall oversight of its implementation
during the transitional phase, by forming
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Data Policy in Egypt, putting it into effect as a transitional phase

a joint data availability committee to
review and approve datasets proposed
for publication by various government
entities and ensure their compliance
with emerging national standards and
international best practices. The policy
also stipulates the appointment of open
data officers in each government agency.
They will be responsible for identifying,
classifying, and publishing datasets,
ensuring their quality, and coordinating
with the technical committee. At a later
stage, these duties will be transferred to
the Egyptian Data Governance Authority
(EDGA) once it is established under the
new law.

In light of the adoption of the policy,
the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology has begun
implementing a comprehensive plan
to build technical and institutional
capacity. This includes staff training,
developing a unified national data portal,
and establishing evaluation frameworks
and mechanisms for engaging with the
public, in coordination with various
ministries and government agencies.
For more details, you can view the full
version of the Open Data Policy of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, in Arabic
and English, on the official website
of the National Council for Artificial
Intelligence:

Vodafone Egypt Announces the Appointment of Ayman EI Saadani as
Head of External Affairs and Rasha Hamdy as Head of Legal Affairs

By: Wael Elgafry

Vodafone Egypt announced the appointment of
Ayman El Saadani as Head of External Affairs
and Rasha Hamdy as Head of Legal Affairs,

effective October 1, 2025.

These appointments are designed to ensure

a smooth leadership transition
and enhance the efficiency of
the executive management.

In their new roles, Ayman
and Rasha have joined
the  company’s  Executive
Committee and will report
directly to Mohamed Abdalla,
CEO and Managing Director of
Vodafone Egypt and Regional
President of  International
Markets at Vodafone Group.
These appointments follow
Ayman Essam’s transition to

his new role as Chief External Affairs Officer
for Vodafone Group International. Ayman El
Saadani currently serves as Head of Government
Relations and Public Policy at Vodafone
Egypt. In his new role, he will manage a broad
portfolio of activities, including regulatory

affairs, public policy, government relations,
sustainability,
and corporate security, in addition to the
Vodafone Egypt Foundation for Community
Development. This will support the company’s
external communications strategy and enhance
its role in innovation and digital
transformation in Egypt.

external  communications,

enhancing

These appointments

for all.

Governance, Risk Management,
Privacy and Data Protection, and
Dispute Resolution. She will
also contribute to empowering
the company’s business and
corporate

and governance practices in
accordance with international best practices.
highlight
Egypt’s commitment to leadership succession
and building future institutional capabilities to | to
support the company’s vision for a better future

Rasha Hamdy, currently Head | Women Network, an initiative threats. By building
of Legal Affairs, will lead | founded by EMGF to advance cybersecurity capacity,
the following departments: women’s  empowerment and  the initiative empowers
Contracting and Legal | leadership. women to strengthen
Consulting, Compliance and | The agreement was signed by Mr. ~ digital resilience and

ceremony held in Cairo.

culture

that equip members of the empowerment is a strategic

Vodafone EmpowerMed Women Network priority for EMGE. Through the
with practical skills and knowledge =~ EmpowerMed Women Network,

navigate  today’s  digital we are committed to equipping

challenges  confidently. women with the skills and

Osama Mobarez, Secretary General |
of EMGF, and Eng. Tarek Shabaka, 1n
CEO of MCS, during an official

Through this MOU, MCS will

deliver specialized cybersecurity
awareness and training programs

The program is designed to equip

members of the EmpowerMed
Women Network with the skills
to navigate the challenges of a
rapidly evolving digital world.

This is especially vital
for the energy sector,
which is among the
most exposed to cyber

play a pivotal role
safeguarding the
sector’s  future.

Speaking at  the
signing, Mr. Osama
Mobarez, Secretary

AN

General of EMGEF, said: “Women’s

opportunities needed to lead with

(MCS) and (EMGF) Sign Memorandum of Understanding to Build
Cybersecurity Capacity for the EmpowerMed Women Network

By : Mohamed Elkholy

Mideast Communication Systems
(MCS) and The East Mediterranean
Gas Forum (EMGF) have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) to launch a Cybersecurity
Capacity Building Program tailored
for members of EmpowerMed

impact. Our collaboration with
MCS represents a forward-looking
step to ensure that our members
are not only shaping the energy
dialogue, but also
strengthening  the
sector’s  resilience
against today’s digital
and  cybersecurity
challenges.”

Eng. Tarek Shabaka,
CEO of MCS, added:
“We believe that
capacity building
is the cornerstone
of cybersecurity,
particularly in
strategic sectors such
as energy. We are
pleased to collaborate with the East
Mediterranean Gas Forum in this
pioneering initiative, which serves
as a model of synergy between
the private sector and regional
institutions in addressing digital
security  challenges.”

The Technology Innovation Institute, Venture One, and E& Launch QuantumConnect for Next-Generation Secure Communications

By: Sarah Noureldeen

The Technology Innovation Institute
in Abu Dhabi and Venture One, the
startup incubator of the Advanced
Technology Research Council in Abu
Dhabi, in collaboration with E& Group,
have launched Quantum Connect, the
next generation of hardware-based
encryption solutions, in the UAE. This
solution leverages quantum physics to
modernize the foundations of secure
communications by integrating devices
directly into the fiber optic infrastructure.
The Quantum Connect solution is based
on Quantum Key Distribution (QKD)
technology developed exclusively by
the Technology Innovation Institute and
provides future-proof data protection
as it travels across networks. This
solution responds to the increasing
sophistication of cyber threats, including
the potential of quantum computing to
break traditional encryption techniques.

secures communications by transmitting
encryption keys in the form of quantum
particles that cannot be intercepted or
copied without detection. This ensures
that key exchange remains secure even
in the face of future quantum threats,
providing businesses with long-term
defense against their sensitive data.

This advanced quantum communications
technology was developed locally in
the UAE, combining leading expertise
with local regulatory compliance to
ensure each entity’s unique security
requirements are met. The solution is
compliant with national and sectoral
regulations, including the new UAE
Cryptography Executive Regulations,
which define administrative and technical
controls to protect the confidentiality,
integrity, and availability of information.
The solution also enhances compliance
with federal legislation regulating the
use of information and communications

Dr. Najwa Al Aaraj, CEO of the
Technology Innovation Institute, said:

“The Quantum Connect solution
represents a pivotal achievement in
the practical application of Quantum
Key Distribution (QKD) technology,
designed to generate encryption keys
over quantum-secured channels. At
the Technology Innovation Institute,
we are developing quantum-secure
communications protocols that provide
scientifically proven security guarantees
based on the laws of physics. This
solution embodies our commitment

innovations into practical, scalable
systems that secure critical infrastructure
and enable secure digital transformation
across various business sectors.
With the increasing volume of data
being transferred across networks
and quantum computing approaching
practical application, Quantum
Connect provides a secure and resilient
solution within the network by offering
unbreakable encryption at the physical
level, ensuring long-term protection for
sensitive  communications.

Reza Nedehak, Acting CEO of Venture
One, said: “Venture One strives to scale
disruptive technologies, and Quantum
Connect is a clear example of this. We
selected E& as our ideal partner due to
its leadership in the region, and we look
forward to working together to make
this new solution a new standard in the
telecommunications industry.”
Essam Mahmoud, Senior Vice President

Quantum Key Distribution (QKD)

technology in healthcare. to

transforming complex

scientific ~ ©f Small and Medium Enterprises at

E& Emirates, said: “With the rapid
pace of technological innovation,
network resilience has become the
cornerstone upon which trust is built in
digital spaces. Our partnership with the
Technology Innovation Institute and
Venture One to enhance connectivity
security reflects a shared commitment
to addressing regional and global
challenges in secure communications
through advanced solutions that
reflect and respond to the future. The
QuantumConnect solution represents
a turning point in the UAE’s secure
communications infrastructure and
cyber innovation journey, introducing
quantum-powered encryption at the
core of networks. This pioneering
solution will enable businesses in
the UAE to operate with complete
confidence, while protecting their vital
data from current and future threats
amidst the complexities of the digital
landscape.

Nurturing
Creativity in the
Era of Al

ASONMCMILLAN,

In a world driven by rapid change, technology and Al
have become deeply integrated into nearly every aspect
of our lives, impacting the way we live, work, create,
and learn. As Al advances, the ease of generating text
or visuals with just a click has overshadowed human
creativity. Children and young people are also spending
increasing amounts of time on screens, passively
consuming content rather than actively creating. As a
result, creativity has become one of the most valuable,
yet underdeveloped skills of the future. Creativity is
reportedly declining across many fields, particularly
in education, despite its importance for innovation and
progress.

A Decline We Cannot Afford

A NASA-commissioned study has shown that
education systems are a major contributing factor in the
decline of creativity. 98% of the participants aged 4 to 5
demonstrated signs of creative genius. However, among
those aged 10, only 30% scored the same level, and
for adults, the percentage was only 2%. Conventional
education systems are heavily standardised, often
prioritising more ‘academic’ subjects over creative
subjects like art education, which consequently hinders
original and imaginative thinking. Additionally,
the digitalisation of education has introduced new
challenges: screen fatigue and the growing influence
of Al are also impacting students’ creative capacities.
In particular, excessive screentime — often focused on
passive scrolling and standardised digital content — can
limit hands-on, exploratory learning that fuels creativity.
This is an alarming decline that we cannot afford.
From climate change to the adverse effects of digital
transformation, the global challenges impacting our
lives and our planet demand a generation of original
thinkers and creative courage more than ever.
Rethinking How We Inspire Creativity

Much like a plant needs water to bloom, creativity
needs the right tools to flourish. When used effectively,
technology can be a powerful enabler to help enable
creativity and imagination, rather than a replacement.
Visual tools, design-focused software, and interactive
experiences offer a platform for students, creators, and
entrepreneurs to transform ideas into action. Epson’s
solutions, including our interactive projectors and
printers, foster creativity by providing accessible, top-
quality solutions giving users a platform for visual
expression, collaboration, and interactive learning.
Epson’s interactive projectors support collaborative,
visual learning experiences, while our printers empower
users to transform digital designs into vibrant, high-
quality prints. With additional options for further
customisation, these tools inspire creative freedom and
self-expression. Importantly, they encourage active
participation and tactile exploration — helping shift
screentime from consumption to creation.
Creativity as Empowerment

However, a single product does not make someone
creative. The key to fostering a positive environment
for creative growth, expression and imagination is
ensuring creative technologies are accessible. This is
the vision behind “Imagine New Possibilities,” Epson’s
collaboration with global superstar Shakira. We are not
just promoting technology solutions; we are promoting
a mindset. Known for her reinvention and bold artistic
choices Shakira embodies the spirit of creativity that
this campaign channels. This collaboration champions
education and innovation, inspiring young people to see
themselves as creators, not just consumers.

Article 29 of the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child highlights creativity as an essential skill for
a child’s growth and development, which should be
nurtured by their education. This extends beyond the
classroom — research and expert voices, such as Jim
Clark in his TED Talk, show that after-school programs
in sports, arts, and creative exploration significantly
enhance academic performance, emotional resilience,
and lifelong confidence. At Epson, we firmly believe
that creativity should not be a privilege, but a right that
we must nurture together.

Fuelling the Next Generation of Creators

Access to creative technology solutions is essential for
empowering the next generation to become innovators.
By providing inclusive opportunities, we enable
everyone to imagine boldly and create freely. Guided
by our philosophy of Sho-Sho-Sei; efficient, compact,
and precise; we focus on making technology accessible,
reliable, and sustainable for everyone.

Innovation begins with imagination, but it thrives with
support. From schools to businesses, creativity should
be valued as a key skill. We must move from consuming
to creating, empowering people with solutions,
encouraging bold ideas, and celebrating those who
dream. That’s how we build a better future.

Sales Director for Epson Middle East & Turkiye

Kaspersky Report: Windows and Linux Users Face Rise in Exploit Attacks

By : Wael Magdy

New data from Kaspersky shows that
the number of Windows and Linux users
affected by exploits increased during the
first half of 2025 compared to 2024. The
total number of vulnerabilities reported
in the first half of 2025, according to cve.
org, also increased compared to previous
periods, as attackers actively used exploits
to gain access to users’ systems.
Exploits are a type of malware used
by cybercriminals to exploit bugs or
vulnerabilities in an application or operating
system to gain unauthorized access to
systems. Kaspersky research indicates that
the percentage of exploit attacks targeting
critical vulnerabilities in operating systems
approached 64% in Q2 2025 (up from
48% in Q1 2025), followed by third-party
applications (29%) and web browsers (7%).
2025 saw a significant increase in the
number of Linux users exposed to exploit
attacks compared to the previous year
(2024). Q2 2025 saw a more than 50%
increase in the number of Linux users
compared to Q2 2024, while the numbers
for Q1 2025 were nearly double compared
to the same period the previous year.

In contrast, Q1 and Q2 2025 saw a
significant increase in the number of
Windows users exposed to exploit attacks.
Their percentage increased by more than
25 points during the first quarter of 2025
compared to the same period last year, and
by about 8 points during the second quarter
of 2025 compared to the same period last

year.
Attackers exploited numerous
vulnerabilities to  launch  advanced

persistent threat (APT) attacks, most
notably new zero-day vulnerabilities and
previously known vulnerabilities. These
vulnerabilities were often exploited by
attackers to gain access to systems and
extend their privileges.

“Attackers are increasingly relying
on various methods to extend their
privileges and exploit vulnerabilities in
digital systems,” commented Alexander
Kolesnikov, a cybersecurity expert at
Kaspersky. “It has become essential to
address known vulnerabilities and use
security software to mitigate the impact of
exploits, especially given the continuous
increase in vulnerabilities. Information
security administrators should combat the

consequences of these attacks by searching
for and disabling the command and control
software used by attackers on compromised
systems.” In this regard, data from cve.
org indicated a significant increase in
the number of critical vulnerabilities and
common vulnerabilities (CVEs) during
the first half of 2025. At the beginning of
2024, approximately 2,600 CVEs were
recorded per month, and this number
continued to increase throughout the year.
Compared to the current year, this year saw
approximately 4,000 CVEs recorded per
month.

Kaspersky recommends that organizations
take the following steps to protect their
security and safety in the ever-evolving
cybersecurity landscape:Perform exploit
testing exclusively within secure virtual
environments ,  Ensure continuous
infrastructure monitoring and strengthen
perimeter defense systems and Adhere to a
strict patch management process and install
security updates in a timely manner. You
can use Kaspersky solutions to set up and
automate this process, such as Vulnerability
Assessment and Patch Management and
Kaspersky Vulnerability Data Feed.

By : Islam Tawfik

Hearst Corporation.
The funding will

offering enterprise-grade

analytics,

Intella, the market leader in dialectal Arabic
speech intelligence, today announced it has
closed $12.5 million in an oversubscribed
Series A round led by Prosus, with
participation from 500 Global, Wa’ed
Ventures, Hala Ventures, Idrisi Ventures
and HearstLab, the investment arm of

accelerate Intella’s
mission to power a digital Al workforce
across the Arabic-speaking world. With
this new funding, Intella is doubling down
on R&D, product expansion, and regional
hiring to bring its vision to life.

Founded in 2021 by CEO Nour Taher and
CTO Omar Mansour, Intella has emerged
as a clear leader in Arabic speech services,
transcription,
and Al-powered
engagement tools tailored to more than
25 dialects. Its proprietary speech-to-text
models have achieved a global record
accuracy of 95.73%, enabling businesses
to move beyond generic Al and deliver

localized, human-like conversations at

scale.

a strategic asset.”

customer

“From day one, our vision has been
to bridge the gap between global Al
advancements and the Arabic-speaking
world,” said Nour AlTaher, Co-founder
and CEO of Intella. “This funding from
Prosus, a powerhouse investor with deep
operational expertise, is a testament to the
technology we’ve built and the market
leadership we’ve established. It allows
us to accelerate our goal of helping every
enterprise in the region transform their
customer conversations from dark data into

“This round is a catalyst for our product
roadmap,” added Omar Mansour, Co-
founder and CTO of Intella. “Our models
already set the benchmark for Arabic
accuracy. Now, we’re focused on building
truly intelligent, Arabic-first conversational
agents capable of multi-turn dialogue and
contextual understanding—redefining how
enterprises engage with their customers.”
Arabic is not monolithic; Modern Standard

Intella Secures $12.5 Million Series A Led by Prosus to Scale Market-
Leading Arabic Speech Technologies

Arabic is rarely used in everyday speech.
Each country, and often each region, relies
on its own dialect, creating a fragmented
linguistic landscape with over 25 primary
dialects and numerous sub-dialects.
Intella’s deeply localized, data-driven
approach positions it as the foundational
intelligence layer for Arabic voice and text
applications.

Intella supports a fast-growing portfolio
of enterprises across the MENA region,
spanning sectors such as finance,
telecommunications, and government. The
company more than doubled its revenue
in 2024 and is on track to 7x growth in
2025. With today’s round announcement,
the company has raised over $16.9M in
funding.

“The market opportunity in MENA is
enormous, with over 7,500 companies and
organizations operating across the region
and Arabic being the fifth most spoken
language globally,” said Robin Voogd,
Head of Middle East Investments, Prosus
Ventures.
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