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At Sahara Expo 2024, towards developing the agriculture sector,

Dopay showcases its innovative virtual banking
solution platform to drive financial inclusion

By : Basel Khaled

Dopay, fast-growing dedicated
financial technology (fintech)
company, digital payroll and
payments provider, financial
inclusion sponsor, revealed its
contribution to the 36th edition
of Sahara Expo and Conference
in 2024, aiming at raising
awareness on the importance
of financial inclusion to all
sectors, namely agriculture;
one of the most important
and largest industries, with
significant  workforce.
Dopay’s participation in Sahara
Expo and Conference 2024 is
in line with a broad strategy
launched by the company in
the Egyptian market to raise
awareness on  innovative
financial solutions to drive
digitization and  financial
inclusion in emerging markets
and strive to accelerate the
company’s expansion in Egypt,
its primary market.

Alaa Farouk, Minister

of Agriculture and Land
Reclamation, inaugurated
Sahara Expo where Dopay’s
pavilion and panel discussions
on the sidelines of the
Exhibition had a massive
turnout of visitors who were
eager to learn about the latest
financial  application  and
services provided by Dopay
to farmers, agricultural and
animal production companies,
in addition to the solutions and
promotions offered by Dopay
to its customers during Sahara
Expo, in line with the financial
inclusion requirements to be
able to play its part as the largest
dedicated virtual banking and
payment platform across the
economic  sectors, notably
agriculture and  associated
businesses and industries.

By means of Dopay’s platform,
employers can make digital
cash payments to employees
and beneficiaries; this is a
revolutionizing paradigm
shift in fintech, streamlining

fast and effective 24/7 instant
digital payroll. Dopay strives to
enhance and support digitized
payments and financial
inclusion, in accordance with
the guidelines of the Central
Bank of Egypt.

“Dopay is relentlessly seeking,
through its virtual banking
platform, to comprehend the
challenges of Egypt’s industries
and markets and to provide
solutions to companies across
the various sectors linked to
financial technology (fintech),
so that companies would focus
on their core business to save
time, money and effort. Dopay
is digitizing the employers’ cash
payments favoring employees
and other beneficiaries through
Dopay platform, ensuring
regulated non-banking payroll
payments, to cater for those
unbanked and underbanked”,
said Ahmed Nassef, Chief
Operating Officer and General
Manager, Dopay.

“The mission of Dopay

platform is entirely compatible
with financial inclusion; our
actions align with our beliefs.

We support all businesses
by providing fintech
solutions, without headcount
requirement. We can assist
all types of businesses, from
micro — with only 2 employees
— to small and medium, and
up to large companies — with
thousands of staff — to confirm

the company’s robust strategic
part in raising awareness on
financial inclusion by providing
support and flexible financial
solutions at no cost”, he added.
“The agriculture sector is
facing lots of challenges,
especially in irregular, regular,
seasonal labor, among other
things.  Therefore, Dopay
is seeking to offer effective
financial solutions to licensed
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businesses and to employees,
by providing payroll delivery
services 24/7, even on days off,
in addition to purchasing from
millions of stores using prepaid
cards, in collaboration with
Mastercard”, he said.

He pointed out that Dopay
platform is user-friendly; it
provides all information in both
languages, Arabic and English,
which has a positive impact
on all customers in terms
of speedy payroll payment
service. He underscored the
simple contracting process: the
commercial and tax registers
and the national ID number of
the business owner are all it
takes.

On the sidelines of Sahara Expo
2024, Dopay held an important
panel discussion on the role
of fintech in countering labor
challenges, namely for seasonal
labor who receive irregular
payments. Regulated payments
are a major concern for these
workers who can easily receive

them through Dopay platform.
The discussions also delved
into the challenges of financial
inclusion in agriculture and
the role of fintech solutions
towards  strengthening and
supporting this sector.

The conference is a forum
that  gathers  agricultural,
industrial and service sectors
under one roof. This is in line
with our vision to get a closer
identification and research
of cross-cutting challenges
towards developing effective
innovative financial solutions
for millions of employees
and workers in the future.
Dopay platform is providing
these solutions to strengthen
businesses in various sectors in
the areas of fintech.

Not only are we shifting the
mode of payment of salaries, but
we are one of the major actors
who contribute to the transition
to digital economy and to new
perspectives  of  sustainable
economic development. Our

success in Egypt will draw up
a pattern of expansion to other
emerging markets; it highlights
the transformative  power
of advanced digital payroll
solutions we are offering.

About Dopay
Dopay, dedicated to financial
technology  (fintech)  and

payroll digital payments, was
established in2014 and provides
a virtual banking platform,
digitizing cash payments made
by employers to personnel and
other beneficiaries.

Dopay recently managed to
secure a USD$ 13.5 million
extension to its funding round
— led by Argentem Creek
Partners, in partnership with
existing investors — This
funding will enable Dopay
to accelerate its expansion in
Egypt, its primary market, in
addition to launching a set of
new financial products and
broadening the platform to
include other markets.

Bypt classted in Tier 1 according to [TU-Global Cybersecurity Index

By : Mohamed Elkholy
Egypt represented by

Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (NTRA),
Egyptian Computer
Readiness Team (EG-CERT), progressed on Global
Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2023-2024 issued by the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to

through the

the index was also based on the cooperation axis,
which covers cybersecurity cooperation efforts,
as well as agreements and partnerships signed
between the public and private sectors. It was also
based on the capacity building axis, which entails
how much cybersecurity specialists and research
support mechanisms are ready, qualified and

the National

Emergency

By : Wael Elgafary

enhancements

Zoho Corp., a leading global technology company,
launched a new version of Zoho Analytics, the
company’s self-service business intelligence and
analytics platform. The update introduces significant
including Al-powered features,
custom machine learning model building, integration
with OpenAl, improved data management, and

Hyther Nizam, President Middle East and Africa
(MEA). “Since then, Zoho has made considerable
investments around automation, no-code/low-code
development,
learning, and Zia, Zoho’s in-house Al engine. The
latest version of Zoho Analytics is one of the first
solutions from the company that takes advantage of
every one of these decades-long investments. The

third-party

integration,

Loho integrates Al and Machine Learning capabilities into Business Intelligence Platform

machine

business metrics in one place. This includes defining,
standardising, monitoring, controlling access to, and
cataloguing metrics. It also features AutoML, a no-
code assistant that simplifies the model-building
process. It automatically handles tasks like feature
engineering, hyper parameter tuning, and model
analysis, allowing users to focus on training, testing,
comparing, deploying, and managing their models.

become within Tier 1 countries
— Role Modelling. It’s worth
noting that GCI measures the
commitment of countries to
cybersecurity at a global level
for 193 member-state countries |
at ITU, where Egypt came
among the only 12 countries
that achieved 100 points from
the total points of Index, out of

47 countries classified in Tier 1, compared to 95.48

points back in 2020.

GC(I classified countries in accordance with five
main axes; namely, the legal axis, which is concerned
with the availability of cybercrime legislation and
cybersecurity regulations and the organizational
axis, which includes national cybersecurity strategies
and the efficiency levels of the entity responsible for
cybersecurity in the ITU member states. Furthermore,

developed as well as the rate of
launching awareness campaigns.
Eventually GCI was based in its
classification for countries on
% the technical axis that entails
| response rates to cyber incidents.
In fact, Egypt’s progress on GCI
culminates of the state’s efforts,
= most importantly the launch

of the National Cybersecurity

platform extensibility. These features enable
businesses to analyse data and make more informed
decisions, in addition to helping them understand
their customers, predict future trends, and improve
operations.

Zoho Analytics has been enhanced with powerful
Al and ML capabilities, allowing for diagnostic
insights, predictive analysis, and automated report
and dashboard generation. This, combined with
improved data management features, empowers

result is a democratised platform that is powerful,
intelligent, and flexible enough to benefit everyone
and anyone,” Hyther added.

In addition to these enhancements,
Zoho Analytics has incorporated
Al-powered features such as
natural language queries through
Ask  Zia that understands
different languages including
English, Spanish, and French.

S O

Strategy (2023-2027), alongside the efforts exerted
in developing human resources, building capacities,
as well as qualifying ICT competencies and trained
figures. This also adds to the effective role played
by NTRA'’s sub-ordinate (EG-CERT) in promoting
and supporting cybersecurity and cooperating with
international organizations and various countries, in
conjunction with raising public awareness of cyber
risks and threats to individuals and institutions.

businesses to make data-driven decisions.
platform now offers expanded data management
capabilities, including more data sources and data
pipelines. This enables businesses to connect to
a broader range of data sources, automate data
workflows, and centralise business metrics.

“Zoho Analytics launched in 2009 as Zoho
Reports, long before technology had caught up
to Zoho’s vision for business intelligence,” said

The

connectors.

The platform has become more
flexible and extensible, allowing
businesses  to
platform to meet their specific
needs and integrate it with other
BI platforms, automate tasks, and create custom data

The platform’s latest version offers a Unified
Metrics Layer that allows users to manage all their

customise the

features

For users who prefer a more hands-on approach,
Code Studio provides an integrated Python code

environment. This allows users to
write custom ML models, import
Python models or external libraries,
and execute them within the platform.
The platform is highly extensible,
allowing businesses to integrate
with other BI platforms, automate
workflows, and create custom data
connectors. This flexibility enables
businesses to tailor Zoho Analytics
to their specific needs and gain a
competitive advantage.
The new Zoho Analytics release
over 100 updates, including new

visualisations, enhanced dashboard building, audit

and admin controls, revamped mobile apps, Right-
to-Left (RTL) support, and more.

The eight edition of Arab Security Conference is set to commence on the upcoming Sunday

By : Basel Khaled

The eight edition of Arab Security
Conference is set to commence on
the upcoming Sunday. Held under the
auspices of Dr.Amr Talaat, the Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, Eng. Mohamed Salah El-
Din, the Minister of State for Military
Production, Dr. Rania Al-Mashat, Ministry
of Planning and Economic Development,
and International Cooperation, Mr.
Ahmed Kajok, the Minister of Finance,
Dr. Mohammed Farid, the Chairman of
the Financial Regulatory Authority, Major
General Khairy Barakat, President of the
Central Agency for Public Mobilization
and Statistics, and Major General Engineer
Mokhtar AbdelLatif as Chairman of the
Arab Organization for Industrialization, the
Conference will take place on September
22nd and 23rd. It will focus on the theme
of “Cyber Defense in the Age of Cyber

of international experts, specialists, and
information security and cyber defense
officials.

Given the rising number of cyber attacks,
data shows that 70 per cent of Arab
companies have experienced some form
of cyber attack within the last three years.
The current edition of the Arab Security
Conference seeks to raise awareness
about the dangers posed by cyber threats
and promote a better understanding of
the increasing risks of such attacks faced
by governments, organisations, and
individuals in the Arab region.

The eighth edition addresses various
challenges currently encountered by the
cybersecurity field, including the surge
in cyber attacks and insufficient security
awareness. It also underscoresthelack
of qualified professionals, out-dated
infrastructure and obsolete technology.
Discussions also revolve around legislation

Conferenceplaces a strong emphasis on
investing in human resource training,
while also exploring the latest trends in the
digital economy, Internet of Things (IoT),
big data security, social networks, internal
threats, Blockchain,
artificial gy
intelligence, |||
machine learning,
cyber warfare,
defense strategies,
application and
network  security,
cybercrime,
cybersecurity  in
civil aviation and
satellite  systems,
cloud computing
security, digital forensic analysis, intelligent
cyber threats, and communication security.
Dr. Bahaa Hasan, the Chairman of the Arab
Security Conference, highlighted that the

unprecedented expansion due to the surge
of cyber threats and the imperative to
safeguard data and digital infrastructure.
In recent years, cybersecurity has become
an essential component of government

strategies and
is adopted by
major enterprises
globally.

Headded that the
global information
security market
is projected to
achieve a value of
wff USD 250 billion

f by 2026, with a
- compound annual

growth rate of 12
per cent to 15 per cent in the upcoming
years, according to the latest global reports.
This growth is anticipated to be fuelled by
various factors, including the escalating

of digital transformation, the increasing
dependence on cloud technologies, and
the reinforcement of compliance with
legislation and regulations. In the Middle
East and Africa region, it is predicted that
the expenditure on cybersecurity will reach
approximately USD 5 billion by 2025, with
a compound annual growth rate ranging
from 9 per cent to 10 per cent.

He explained that the Arab Security
Conference is focused on a number of
important pillars, including strengthening
Arab collaboration in the realm of
information  security, combating the
escalating cyber threats that target
Arab governments and organisations,
buildingcapacities and providing training
to Arab professionals in cybersecurity, and
fostering innovation in information security
within the Arab community.

The upcoming edition will feature a
special competition designed for young

will be honoured with the Arab Security
Cyber WarGames Championship awards.
Additionally, the “Arab Cyber Security
Awards 2024”will evaluate the digital
security initiatives in the Arab region
byengaging experts and specialists from
diverse companies and institutions.

The Conference plan outlines that on an
annual basis, the Conference will release
a series of suggestions from professionals
and specialists in the technology industry
to address the challenges of cybersecurity.
These recommendations will primarily
emphasise “the importance of strengthening
collaboration between the government
and private sector, promoting research
and innovation in the cybersecurity field,
establishing constant training programs
for local professionals, and creating a
comprehensive  national ~ cybersecurity
strategy that can serve as a benchmark
for both government entities and private

Wartfare,” bringing together a diverse range  and  legal

compliance.

Notably,the

information security market is experiencing

number of cyber attacks, the rapid pace

cybersecurity professionals. The winners

institutions in Egypt”.

100 Years of IFA: Samsung’s Al
Holds the Key to the Future

By: Bakinam Khaled

- IFA International Fair, Europe’s largest electronics and
home appliances exhibition held annually in Berlin, marked
its centennial anniversary during this year’s event, which took
place from September 5 to September 10 under the theme
“Innovation For All.”

Uniting leading international companies to present cutting-
edge advancements, IFA has evolved, over the past century,
into a global hub of innovation and technology. Among these
innovators, Samsung Electronics illuminated the future with
its latest products, powered by Al, reinforcing its leadership
in home appliances and electronics. The Company has
transitioned from massive machines to advanced devices that
have become integral to our daily lives.

Samsung has positioned itself at the forefront of future
innovation, developing seamless connectivity between
mobile devices, televisions, and home appliances through the
SmartThings application. The Company has also enhanced
its voice assistant, Bixby, which now excels at understanding
complex natural language commands.

IFA began as a platform for the German government
to showcase emerging radio technology in the 1920s.
It became a witness to the early steps in technological
progress, highlighted by Albert Einstein’s keynote address
in 1930, which bestowed global scientific prominence
upon the event.

Over the years, IFA introduced groundbreaking innovations
such as the first car radio in 1932 and the first color television
in 1937. Despite interruptions during World War II,
technological advancement persisted, with home appliances
evolving from simple mechanical devices to intelligent tools
that meet modern demands through advancements in motors,
electronic components, and smart connectivity.

Gartner Predicts 40% of Generative AI Solutions Will Be Multimodal By 2027

By : Mostafa Ibrahim

Forty percent of generative
Al (GenAl) solutions  will
be multimodal (text, image,
audio and video) by 2027, up
from 1% in 2023, according
to Gartner, Inc. This shift from
individual to multimodal models
provides an enhanced human-Al
interaction and an opportunity for
GenAl-enabled offerings to be
differentiated.

Erick Brethenoux, Distinguished
VP Analyst at Gartner, said, “As
the GenAl market evolves towards
models natively trained on more
than one modality, this helps
capture  relationships  between
different data streams and has the
potential to scale the benefits of
GenAl across all data types and
applications. It also allows Al to
support humans in performing
more tasks, regardless of the
environment.”

Multimodal GenAl is one of
two technologies identified in
the 2024 Gartner Hype Cycle
for Generative Al, where early
adoption has potential to lead to
notable competitive advantage and
time-to-market benefits. Along
with open-source large language
models (LLMs), both technologies

have high impact potential on
organizations within the next five
years.

Among the GenAl innovations
Gartner  expects  will  reach
mainstream adoption within 10
years, two technologies have been
identified as offering the highest
potential - domain-specific GenAl
models and autonomous agents.
“Navigating the GenAl ecosystem
will continue to be overwhelming
for enterprises due to a chaotic
and  fast-moving  ecosystem
of technologies and vendors,”
said Arun  Chandrasekaran,
Distinguished VP  Analyst at
Gartner. “GenAl is in the Trough of
Disillusionment with the beginning
of industry consolidation. Real
benefits will emerge once the hype
subsides, with advances in
capabilities likely to come
at a rapid pace over the
next few years.”
Multimodal GenAl will
have a transformational
impact on  enterprise
applications by enabling the
addition of new features and
functionality ~ otherwise
unachievable. The
impact is not limited
to specific industries

& Open-source

or use cases, and can be applied
at any touchpoint between Al and
humans. Today, many multimodal
models are limited to two or
three modalities, though this will
increase over the next few years to
include more.

“In the real world, people
encounter and  comprehend
information through a combination
of different modalities such as
audio, visual and sensing,” said
Brethenoux. “Multimodal GenAl
is important because data is
typically multimodal. When single
modality models are combined or
assembled to support multimodal
GenAl applications, it often
leads to latency and less accurate
results, resulting in a lower quality

experience.”

LLMs are
. deep-learning  foundation
models that accelerate
~ enterprise  value from
the implementation
| of GenAl, by
) democratizing
commercial access and
allowing developers

to optimize
| models for
specific  tasks

and use cases.

Additionally, they provide access
to developer communities in
enterprises, academia and other
research roles that are working
toward common goals to improve
and make the models more
valuable.
“Open-source
innovation ~ potential  through
customization, better  control
over privacy and security, model
transparency, ability to leverage
collaborative development,
and potential to reduce vendor
lock-in,” said Chandrasekaran.
“Ultimately, they offer enterprises
smaller models that are easier and
less costly to train, and enable
business applications and core
business  processes.”
Domain-specific GenAl models
are optimized for the needs of
specific  industries,  business
functions or tasks. They can
improve  use-case  alignment
within the enterprise, while
delivering improved accuracy,
security and privacy, as well as
better contextualized answers.
This reduces the need for advanced
prompt engineering compared
with  general-purpose  models
and can lower hallucination risks
through targeted training.

LLMs increase

Collaboration with Cityscape, is Hosting
the Egypt Proptech Challenge 2024 to
Revolutionize the Real Estate Industry

By ; Amir Taha

PROPTEX, the first Proptech Acceleration Program in the
MENA region, focusing on sustainability and smart cities,
announced its partnership with Cityscape, the largest and most
important real estate exhibition in the MENA region, to host
Egypt PropTech Challenge 2024. This is Egypt’s first proptech
competition, designed to showcase innovative solutions in the
real estate sector.

The groundbreaking competition, aimed at fostering innovation
in the real estate sector, will launch on September 25th at
Cityscape Egypt. Aligned with PROPTEX’s mission, this
event will spotlight promising startups and provide them with
a supportive ecosystem through an extensive acceleration
program to gain recognition in the Proptech community.
Submissions are due by September 20th. The winners will
be revealed on September 25th, after the Demo Day, where
startups will present their solutions to a panel of judges and
potential investors.

Open to all proptech startups, the competition seeks innovative
solutions in areas such as smart buildings and cities, green
construction technology, commercial real estate, sustainable
proptech, and property management. To qualify, startups
should have a validated Minimum Viable Product (MVP), with
preference given to those beyond the MVP and Seed stages.
The founding team must include at least two members with
complementary skills, and the startup should demonstrate
initial customer traction and generate monthly recurring
revenue (MRR) while focusing on solutions that impact the real
estate market in Egypt and the MENA region.
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Minister of Communications at the conclusion of the ‘“Bel Masry Tech” Hackathon:
Providing integrated training paths in the latest technology spec1allzat10ns to qualify youth to compete locally and globally

By: Basel Khaled

Dr. Amr Talaat, Minister of Communications
and Information Technology, confirmed that the
vision of the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology in investing in building
digital capabilities aims to qualify youth to compete
effectively in local, regional and international labor
markets to enable them to obtain distinguished
job opportunities; especially since technological
developments have provided wide opportunities for
youth to work remotely through digital platforms,
which has led to increased competitiveness in labor
markets; explaining that the Ministry’s training
initiatives and programs aim to build an integrated
skills matrix for those joining them, including
technical skills in various communications and
information technology specializations required in
the labor market, in addition to personal skills such
as presentation skills, teamwork, as well as honing
their skills through practical application.

This came in a speech by Dr. Amr Talaat during
the closing ceremony of the “Bel Masry Tech”
Hackathon, organized by the Information
Technology Institute under the slogan “Innovate to
Promote Egyptian Identity and Arabic Language”
during the period from August 18 to September 17
with the aim of encouraging young people to produce
innovative solutions and applications that serve the

Arabic language and enhance their connection to
their Egyptian identity; with the participation of
752 participants from school and university students
and recent graduates from various governorates,
in addition to participants in the various grants of
the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology; where the contestants participated with
147 projects in the fields of artificial intelligence
and software, digital arts, electronic games, and
freelancing.

Empowering young people to work as independent
professionals

Dr. Amr Talaat pointed out that the Ministry’s
initiatives aim to create job opportunities for every
trainee in the communications and information
technology sector in several axes, including enabling
young people to work as independent professionals
from their places for companies in other countries,
or obtaining opportunities to work in digital
transformation projects to serve the requirements of
the local market, or working in one of the outsourcing
centers to export digital services; Pointing out that
agreements have been signed during the past two
years with more than 70 companies to establish and
expand their outsourcing centers in Egypt.

Dr. Amr Talaat explained that the ICT sector is no
longer limited to technological specializations only,
but has become inclusive of all specializations and

graduates of various academic and professional

backgrounds; stressing the ministry’s keenness
to involve youth in achieving their goals through
integrated training paths that qualify them to compete
in the labor market; adding that the training initiatives
provided by the ministry and its affiliated entities
target all citizens of different age groups starting
from the fourth grade of primary school.

Projects that enhance and consecrate the Egyptian
identity

Dr. Amr Talaat added that the hackathon consecrates
the goals of capacity building in the field of
communications and information technology and
contributes to achieving cultural, national and
strategic goals; as the contestants competed in
implementing projects that enhance and consecrate
the Egyptian identity through technical means that
include building software, building digital games, and

preparing films using various digital arts techniques;
Explaining that the goal of the participation of
contestants from graduates of training programs
provided by the ministry and its affiliated entities
in the hackathon is to employ their capabilities and
the technical training they received in practical
work, so that theoretical training is coupled with
application on real projects similar to projects in the
actual labor market. Dr. Amr Talaat congratulated
all the participants in the hackathon for winning the
acquisition of experience, knowledge and learning
during the hackathon activities.

Building digital skills

For her part, Dr. Heba Saleh, President of the
Information Technology Institute, explained that the
“Bel Masry Tech’ hackathon represents an extension
of the institute’s various training programs that aim
to build capabilities in various communications and
information technology specialties such as summer
training and children’s training; explaining that
the hackathon activities were held in cooperation
between the various affiliated entities of the ministry.
During the closing ceremony, Dr. Amr Talaat
listened to models of the young people participating
in the hackathon; and praised their efforts and the
innovative technological solutions they produced.
Honoring the Winners

Dr. Amr Talaat also honored the winners of the first
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places in the “Egypt Tech” Hackathon, where 76
projects were selected to reach the semi-final stage of
the Hackathon, and 47 projects competed in the final
stages of the Hackathon.

14 projects won the first places, where the
“Mysterious Sands” project won first place in the
field of electronic games, and the “Sheikh Al-Sharib”
project won first place in the field of digital art. The
“Journey of Words” project won first place in the
field of software, and the “Blink Bot” project won
first place in the field of artificial intelligence, while
the EXAMERO project won first place in the field of
freelancing.

Many other projects that won second and third places
in various fields were also honored. Among these
projects are; The “Pharaohs Warrior” project, which
won second place in the field of electronic games,
the “Taste of Roots” project in the field of digital art,
the “Characters Through Time” project in the field of
software, and the “Formation System” project in the
field of artificial intelligence.

Transforming ideas into applications

It is worth noting that the hackathon activities started
over the course of a month, divided into three main
stages; the first stage began with registering students
and proposals for each team, with the submission
of project names, then the second stage was the
evaluation of ideas

(PO Parters wh Disevery Channel o Celbua s 20 Anmvesary by Presring ClburlDiverity

Khaled Hassan to ‘“Nile News” channel:
Israel’s hacking of citizens’ pagers in Lebanon is part of the electronic espionage wars

By ; Ghada Helmy

In celebration of its 20th anniversary,
OPPO has partnered with Discovery
Channel to launch the Culture in
a Shot project, a global initiative
aimed at celebrating and preserving
cultural diversity through imaging
technology. Since its founding in
2004, OPPO has grown into a global
smart device brand with operations
in over 60 countries and regions, and
cultural diversity remains an integral
part of its identity. This collaboration
aims to spotlight and preserve
the rich heritage of local cultures
worldwide, moving from seeing and
understanding these traditions to
ensuring their continuity for future
generations.

This year’s theme, ‘Portraits of
Legacy,” highlights the cultural
journey capture through OPPO’s
imaging technology, showcasing
vibrant cultures and dedicated
individuals preserving these
timeless traditions. From traditional
musicians of Thailand’s hill tribes
to batik artisans in Indonesia and
flamenco dancers in Spain, Jerome
captures the enduring stories of those
who are safeguarding their cultural
heritage.

The cultural journey begins in
Chiang Mai, OPPO and Discovery

traveling north along the Thailand-
Myanmar  border.  Surrounded
by rolling hills and paddy fields,
Jerome met Northern Thailand’s hill
tribes—ethnic minority groups with
their own distinct languages and
customs. From the music of the Lisu
people to the rattan weaving of the
Lahu, each art form tells a unique
cultural story. These tribes express
their heritage and life through a
tapestry of traditional music, crafts,
and rituals, showcasing the rich
cultural diversity of the region.
Moving from the hills of Thailand
to the artistic heart of Yogyakarta,
Indonesia,  Jerome  encounters
artisans dedicated to the ancient
craft of batik. Each batik piece,
painstakingly created with detailed
patterns and dyes, serves as a
visual representation of Indonesia’s
deep-rooted traditions. However,
as industrialization spreads, this
intricate art form is slowly fading
among  younger  generations.
Jerome’s photographs capture the
devotion of these artisans, who
strive to keep this heritage alive as
a defining symbol of Indonesian
culture.

Continuing west to Seville, Spain,
Jerome captures the intense
emotions of flamenco dancers who

passionate art form. Flamenco,
born from the traditions of
traveling gypsies, is more than just
a performance—it’s an expression
of identity deeply embedded in
Andalusian culture. Amid the
vibrant shows that draw tourists
from around the world, concerns
arise that commercialization may
threaten flamenco’s authentic spirit.
Jerome’s work brings to light the
raw emotion and dedication of those
fighting to preserve the true essence
of flamenco.

Beyond showcasing these cultural
photos shot by OPPO and Discovery
Channel, OPPO also encourages its
communities from all over the world
to capture and showcase their culture.
In Malaysia, OPPO has launched the
#0PPOMalaysiaThroughTheLens
initiative, which is supported by
the Ministry of Tourism, Arts
& Culture (MOTAC) and the
Malaysian National Commission for
UNESCO (MNCU). The initiative
use OPPO’s latest smartphones
to capture the uniqueness of their
traditional culture such as Wayang
Kulit Melayu Tradisional Kelantan,
Iban Ngajat Dance, Magagung
Penampang, Teochew Opera and
Dondang Sayang, reigniting interest
in these traditional art forms and

By: Pakinam Khaled

Journalist Khaled Hassan, editor-
in-chief of “Alam Rakamy *
newspaper, confirmed that the
ability of the occupying state
“Israel” to hack and detonate the
pagers used by Hezbollah members
and some Lebanese civilians, such
as doctors, and detonated them in
more than one geographical area
is part of the electronic espionage
wars practiced by the occupying
state against both Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Hamas in Palestine,
as Israel possesses the technological
expertise and human competencies
that enabled it to hack and penetrate
all  electronic ~ communication
devices at the same time, without
distinguishing between resistance
fighters or civilian citizens, with the
help of international parties or the
manufacturers of these electronic
devices, which arrived in Lebanon
about 3 months ago.

This came in his comment to “Nile
News” channel after the disclosure
of initial reports indicating that Israel
was able to hack communication
devices used by Hezbollah members
and detonated them, and devices
carried by a number of Hezbollah
elements to Israeli hacking which

in various Lebanese regions and
the announcement of the Ministry
of Health of the arrival of a large
number of injuries, as the Public
Health  Emergency  Operations
Center, affiliated with the Ministry
of Public Health, issued an urgent
statement asking all hospltals in
various Lebanese
regions to be on
maximum alert and
raise their level of
readiness to meet the
urgent need for health
emergency  services.
The ministry asked
all citizens who own

Rakamy “ explained that with the
technological development, modern
pager models combine the features of
wireless communication and smart
applications, allowing users to send
texts, calls, and alerts without having
to use their phones. In addition,
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi technology

== provide a seamless
connection  between
devices to improve
the communication
experience, and
pagers eventually
become old tools in
the world of modern
communication, but

pagers to throw them
away.

Added Pagers appeared in the sixties
of the last century, as a wireless
paging device works by receiving
a signal from a transmitter. When
someone sends a message to the
pager, this message is converted into
a radio signal that can be received
by the pager and the device emits an
alert sound or vibration to alert its
owner of the presence of a message.
After receiving the message, the user
can call the number on the pager
screen to respond to the message or
communicate with the sender.

g g T i N e e Y i B

their prominent role
in the development
of the communications industry
cannot be forgotten. However, with
the emergence of mobile phones,
interest and demand for pagers have
declined  significantly.

Pagers operate on a lithium battery,
similar to smartphones, so the first
scenario for the hacking process is
that the hacking process relied on
these devices by hacking their own
frequencies and controlling them
and occupying the device greatly,
by giving them a set of commands
in a short time, which aim to exhaust

overheating and then exploding.
The second scenario is that the
communications unit in the Israeli
army succeeded in placing a small
amount of explosives in the pagers
when they were manufactured and
before shipping them to Lebanon,
and we must wait for the completion
of the investigations conducted by
the Lebanese authorities. The editor-
in-chief of “Digital World” explained
that the Israeli hack is the biggest
security breach that Hezbollah has
been exposed to, especially since
the party has prevented its members
from using their mobile phones for
a long time after Israel was able to
hack into Lebanese communications
networks and carry out terrorist
operations to kill some of the party’s
leaders.

Regarding the impact of this hack
on users, journalist Khaled Hassan
said that the user’s injury from the
explosion of the pager device cannot
be fatal, but the explosion of the
lithium battery can lead to burns of
varying levels and degrees according
to the proximity of the device to the
user’s body. Therefore, the main
goal of the hacking operation is to
cut off one of the most important
communication channels between

partnered photographer Jerome Teo

perform in the birthplace of this

fostering a more empathetic society.

led to its explosion in their hands

The editor-in-chief of *

Alam

the battery, which leads to the pager

Hezbollah members.

Dell’s Silent Peripherals

Complete Your Ecosystem

By : Ghada Helmy
Over the last few years, Dell has been investing in our client
peripheral business developing products from the ground up
featuring the latest innovations. Announced at Dell Technologies
World, the Dell Silent Keyboard and Mouse Combo (KM555) &
Dell Wired Collaboration Keyboard (KB525C) are available for
purchase! Work quietly and collaborate seamlessly with Dell’s
new peripherals, designed to provide smooth productive days at
the office.
Dell Silent Keyboard and Mouse Combo (KMS555) Features:
Quiet Operation: Reduce disruptive clicking and typing sounds
with silent keys (quiet typing for
ﬂ keyboards) and silent clicking, scrolling,
and gliding (mouse)
Al Enhanced Multitasking: Dedicated
Copilot key provides quick access to
Copilot in Windows, your everyday Al
companion, simplifying tasks, and enhancing collaboration.
Compact Comfort: Space saving 75% keyboard with numpad,
and full-size arrow keys offers a comfortable typing experience
and is closer to the mouse, reducing shoulder movement for added
comfort during extended periods. Effortless Connection: Dual-
mode RF 2.4GHz + BLE 5.1 connectivity Personal Customization:
18 tailored keyboard shortcuts and programable scroll wheel
button on the mouse allows for additional customization
Eco-Conscious: The keyboard and mouse combo offer 36 months
battery life and is engineered with up to 64% post-consumer
recycled plastic.
Ultimate Precision: Navigate the mouse with precise control with
adjustable DPI up to 4020.
Dell Wired Collaboration Keyboard (KB525C) Features:

Cairo Festival City Mall on Track to Reach 49 New and Renovated Store Openings by End of 2024

By : Mohamed Elkholy

Cairo Festival City Mall, owned
and operated by Al-Futtaim
Real Estate, is enhancing and
diversifying its tenant mix to
cater to evolving customer
preferences, solidifying
its position as the ultimate
destination ~ for  shopping,
dining, and entertainment.
Currently, Cairo Festival City
Mall is a vibrant hub featuring
290 stores across a diverse
range of sectors. The mall boasts
12 dynamic entertainment
venues, 118  high-fashion
retailers, 81 delightful food
and beverage establishments,
and 20 chic home furnishing

and accessories stores, among
other offerings. By the end of
2024, CFC Mall aims to have
a total of 49 new and renovated

stores. The initiative aligns
with their strategic growth
plan, not only enhancing

the mall’s offerings but also
significantly contributing to job
creation, generating hundreds
of employment opportunities
across various sectors.

Tamer Fouda, Director of Asset
Management, Al Futtaim Real
Estate, Egypt, stated, “The
introduction of new brands
are pivotal in elevating the
shopping experience at CFC
Mall. Attracting over 20 million

visitors per year, our diverse
offerings span fashion, sports,
entertainment, and  dining
sectors. By the end of 2024,
our goal is to open and have a
total of 49 new and renovated
stores, with a particular focus
on fashion.”

He added, “Each new store is
intended to enrich the overall
experience for our visitors, thus,
delivering on our commitment
to providing an exclusive yet
inclusive  environment  for
shoppers in New Cairo, as well
as setting a new standard in
retail excellence.”

The Mall has solidified its
reputation as a destination

for premium brands in Egypt
by introducing a mix of
international, regional, and local
names. Recent additions, such
as Furla, Illy Café, Amorino,
and Under Armour, which
have chosen CFC Mall as the
launchpad for their exclusive
expansions in Egypt during the
last quarter, further underscore
its appeal. This growing
roster of esteemed brands,
including Karl Lagerfeld, Love
Moschino, and Sandro, as well
as luxury multi-brand concept
stores like dstore and Maje,
highlights CFC Mall’s allure
to international brands eager to
establish a foothold in Egypt.

Salesforce Ventures Expands AI Investment to $1 Billion

By : Rasha Hussein

Salesforce Ventures is announcing a new
$500 million AI fund, bringing its total
commitment to Al innovators to $1 billion
in the past 18 months.The fund doubles
down on Salesforce Ventures’
of high-growth companies and visionary
founders charting the future of Al, driving
market-shifting innovation, and delivering
strong returns while prioritizing their core
values of trust and responsibility. Salesforce

Ventures connects portfolio companies with
its ecosystem of leaders across the Fortune
500, and also helps startups balance trust,
growth, and innovation through access to
Salesforce’s Office of Ethical and Humane
Use and other experts.

To date, Salesforce Ventures has invested
in over two dozen Al companies, including
market leaders such as Anthropic, Cohere,
Runway, TogetherAl, Mistral Al, and
Hugging Face. The new investments will

backing

continue to build on the organization’s stake
in many of these companies, providing
patient capital alongside unmatched growth
opportunities and industry expertise from
its enterprise ecosystem.

“Salesforce Ventures is a leader in helping

startups scale market-changing innovations
in the cloud, and we’re expanding on that
heritage to bring the power of Al to all
parts of the enterprise,” said John Somorjai,
President of Salesforce Ventures.

Majid Al Futtaim and Valu partner to launch Mall

Gift Cards with flexible payment solutions
By : Ameen Kadry

Majid Al Futtaim, a leading shopping mall, communities, retail
and leisure pioneer across the Middle East, Africa and Asia, has
uncovered an exciting new partnership with Valu, MENA’s leading
financial technology company. This partnership introduces an
innovative gift card service designed to offer customers enhanced
flexibility, exclusive benefits and an elevated shopping experience at
Majid Al Futtaim’s shopping centres.

Through this strategic partnership, customers can now easily
purchase The Mall Gift Cards for Majid Al Futtaim’s shopping
destinations giving them access to over 400 brands using the
Valu’s flexible payment plans tailored to meet individual needs.
Additionally, Valu is waiving the EGP 40 card issuance fee, making
the Mall Gift Card available at no cost to customers. This initiative is
a significant step forward in integrating financial technology with the
retail and entertainment sectors, as both companies strive to redefine
the shopping experience and boost customer satisfaction.

Rasha Azab, Managing Director of West Region Shopping Malls
at Majid Al Futtaim — Properties, said: “We are excited to partner
with Valu, a move that underscores our commitment to delivering
exceptional shopping experiences. This initiative aligns with
our dedication to offering luxurious options to our Egyptian
audience, and our longstanding collaboration with Valu has been
instrumental in achieving this vision.” Azab further added: “Our
new partnership introduces flexible payment options that enhance
the shopping experience for our customers. We remain focused on
creating memorable moments and exceptional value for everyone
at our locations.” Walid Hassouna, CEO of Valu, commented: “Our
longstanding partnership with Majid Al Futtaim enabled us to deliver
exceptional value to our customers, including the latest collaboration
through waiving the issuance fees and financing the gift cards.

Moonshot by TechCabal 2024 to welcome global speakers,
ministers from UK, France, Ghana, Egypt, and others

By ; Sarah Nour Eldeen
TechCabal, the leading technology

key trade stakeholders to exchange ideas,
share best practices, and forge partnerships

ecosystem convener, has officially
announced its second annual Moonshot
by TechCabal conference, which will host
speakers from eight countries including
the United Kingdom, Netherlands, Egypt,
Ghana, Algeria, Nigeria and others. Set to
be held on Wednesday 9th and Thursday
10th of October 2024 at the Eko Convention
Centre in Lagos, Nigeria, the event will
bring together the most audacious tech
leaders. The conference is also introducing
a new content track around Government,
Policy & Regulation and will be hosting a
roundtable on international trade.

Confirmed speakers for the roundtable
include Wale Edun, Minister of Finance
and Coordinating Minister of the Economy
of Nigeria, Dr. Bosun Tijani, Minister of
Communications, Innovation and Digital

E techcabal

Economy of Nigeria, and Jonny Baxter,
British Deputy High Commissioner. Other
notable speakers expected are: Nankling
Danfulani, Foreign Commonwealth &
Development Office (FDCO); Michel
Deelen, Consul General of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands; Florent Mangin Head of
Regional Economic Development, France;
Augustina Odame, Chief Executive Officer,
Ghana Chamber of Technology; Sid Ali,
CEO, Algeria Ventures, Sunil Natraj - CEO
of Jumia Nigeria, and many other highly
accomplished thought leaders.

With Africa’s share of global and intra-
regional trade standing at 3% and 13%
respectively, this pan-African ministerial
roundtable will provide a platform for

that will drive digital trade and economic
integration focus. A fireside chat on
“The Role of Technology in Driving the
Growth of the Nigerian Economy” with
Dr. Bosun Tijani and Wale Edun; as well
as a Ministerial Roundtable with Dr. Bosun
Tijani to discuss Nigeria’s digital economy
landscape and the ministry’s blueprint, are
also lined up.

The theme for Moonshot by TechCabal
2024 is: Building for the World, which
addresses the challenges and opportunities
that African founders and operators face as
they navigate the complexities of global
expansion. Over 3,500 delegates will gain
practical insights into various sectors from
fintech to commerce, renewable energy,
climate change, tech policy, Al telco, cloud
and more.

COREangelsMEA Invests in Plain Tiger to Revolutionize
the B2B Hospitality Sector with undisclosed amount

By : Amir Taha

COREangelsMEA, a member
of COREangels International,
proudly announces its latest
investment in Plain Tiger, an
innovative startup transforming
the B2B hospitality sector.
This  investment  follows
COREangelsMEA’s fourth
investment committee, held
on July 3rd, which attracted
over 750 applications from
startups across the region.
After a thorough selection
process, five startups were
nominated to showcase their
ideas to business angels, with
Plain Tiger ultimately being
chosen for investment. ABAN
(African ~ Business  Angel

Network) contributed as a
co-investment partner in this
round. The investment amount
remains  undisclosed.

COREangelsMEA  operates
a unique investment model
in the region,
emphasizing both
financial ~ returns
and social impact
through a Venture
Studio-backed
ecosystem. By
partnering  with
Kemtix Ventures,
the venture
builder arm of
PTS Investments
COREangelsMEA

Holdings,
extends
its support beyond capital,

offering venture development Tiger. “Supporting startups

services and hands-on guidance
from seasoned business angels,
known as “Archangels.” This
model helps startups grow,
scale, and commercialize their
innovations while
mitigating  risks
for both business
angels and
startups.

Maha Mandour,
Founding
Partner of
COREangelsMEA
and executive
chairperson of
PTS Investments Holdings,
highlighted the importance of
investing in startups like Plain

that align with our values of
sustainability and impact is
essential for driving meaningful
change. Plain Tiger exemplifies
a company that offers both a
strong business proposition
and contributes to a more
sustainable future. By backing
startups like Plain Tiger, we
help create a positive impact
that extends beyond financial
returns.”

Plain Tiger’s B2B marketplace
enables hotels to quickly and
cost-effectively transition to
sustainable supply chains by
providing access to verified
suppliers and comprehensive
ESG (Environmental, Social,
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