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In Preparation for the 30th Edition of the Exhibition:

No. 933 - 19" Year SUN - 20 September 2026

“Cairo ICT” Enters Strategic Partnership with “Forbes” for Editorial and Digital Coverage to Open New Horizons for Investors
adlROICT Forb

MOU SIG%JIN@ CEREMON

By: Islam Tawfik

In a move hailed as one of the most significant
partnerships in the technology and business sectors
during the third quarter of 2026, Cairo witnessed the
signing of an unprecedented strategic partnership and
cooperation protocol between the Cairo International
Technology Exhibition and Conference (“Cairo ICT
2026”) and “Forbes Middle East.”

This alliance represents more than just a bilateral
agreement; it marks a pivotal turning point aimed at
integrating technological innovation with economic
strength and global media platforms, thereby opening
new horizons for investors and entrepreneurs in the
region. This report explores the dimensions of this
partnership and examines how the collaboration will
highlight major startups, attract foreign investment,
and shape a new technological landscape that keeps
pace with rapid global changes.

Cairo ICT 2026 signed the cooperation protocol with
“Forbes Middle East” to sponsor the exhibition’s 30th
edition—held under the auspices of the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology from
November 7 to 10,2026. The protocol was signed by
Osama Kamal, CEO of “Trade Fairs International”
(the exhibition’s organizer), and Hisham Al-Amian,
Director of Digital Media at “Forbes Middle East.”
Under the agreement, Forbes Middle East becomes
the official media partner for the 30th edition of
Cairo ICT and its associated events. The partnership
entails extensive editorial and digital coverage of the
exhibition throughout its four-day run, highlighting
key sessions, executive dialogues, announcements,
events, and initiatives taking place at the Egypt
International Exhibition Center (EIEC) in New
Cairo.

The partnership also involves conducting interviews
with executive leaders and decision-makers
participating in the event and producing editorial
and news content that spotlights key trends in the

technology and business sectors. Additionally, it
includes multi-platform digital coverage aimed at the
business and investor communities across Egypt, the
Middle East, and Africa.

The coverage encompasses all major events of the
30th edition, including the 13th edition of PAFIX
(Digital Payments, Financial Inclusion, and Digital
Banking); the 3rd edition of AIDC2 (Artificial
Intelligence, Data Centers, and Cloud Computing);
and the 6th edition of Connecta (Gaming, Smart
Devices, and Entertainment Technology), held
alongside the Al Innovation Factory and Zone
Cyber. The events also include the 11th edition of
the Creativity Forum and the “Innovation Arena,” as
well as the inaugural regional edition of the Middle
East & Africa Al Awards (MEA Al Awards 2026).
In response to a question from Alam Rakamy, Osama
Kamal clarified that the partnership with “Forbes” is
strictly a media p artnership. This differs from the
commercial partne r ship established in 2024 with
United Media Services—a three-year agreement that
has successfully met its objectives. He anticipates the
partnership will be renewed, albeit under new terms
and criteria designed to ensure the mutual interests
of both parties.

Responding to a question from Alam Rakamy
regarding “Cairo ICT’s vision for supporting
entrepreneurs and startups, Kamal stated that, as
a specialized exhibition, they actively encourage
entrepreneurs —particularly in strategic sectors like
education and healthcare—to develop innovative
solutions and transform their ideas into commercial
ventures. He noted that “Forbes Middle East”
champions entrepreneurship, technology, and
innovation, aligning perfectly with the nature of
“Cairo ICT”, which has established itself as a vital
platform for the technology, telecommunications,
and artificial intelligence sectors.

He added that technology and artificial intelligence

have become key drivers in business ecosystem
development, necessitating expanded collaboration
among companies, media organizations, and relevant
stakeholders to foster innovation and support
startups. He explained that the partnership with
“Forbes Middle East” aligns with efforts to support
technology and entrepreneurship events and to boost
Cairo ICT’s regional and international profile. The
agreement aims to leverage the media organization’s
regional reach to promote the exhibition and attract
more companies, visitors, and exhibitors from
markets across the region.

Kamal noted that the partnership’s value extends
beyond direct promotion; it also capitalizes on
“Forbes Middle East’s” regional presence to
introduce the exhibition to companies and investors
across the region, encouraging them to participate as
either visitors or exhibitors.

Osama Kamal emphasized that Cairo ICT serves
as a platform uniting Egyptian, regional, and global
companies, offering opportunities for networking,
partnership building, and showcasing the latest
solutions and technologies. He highlighted the
importance of fostering cooperation between
Egyptian media and their regional counterparts to

raise awareness of the opportunities available in the
Egyptian market.

He affirmed that the upcoming edition aims to build
upon past successes and strengthen Egypt’s position
on the regional technology map, while remaining
open to partnerships that support the sector’s growth
and expansion.

Regarding what is new in the upcoming edition,
Kamal stated that the theme for this year’s Cairo ICT
is “Al in Action.” This theme reflects Cairo ICT’s
vision of serving as a platform where the region’s
expertise, markets, and talent converge to collaborate
and create genuine opportunities in the era of artificial
intelligence. Consequently, the event’s outcomes
must extend beyond its exhibition halls to reach a
broader community of decision-makers across the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.
He added that this edition will witness the launch
of the inaugural regional “MEA Al Awards 2026,”
honoring companies and individuals who have
helped shape the Al landscape in the region. Winners
will be selected by specialized judging and evaluation
panels, with the awards ceremony taking place on
November 6, 2026—one day prior to the official
launch of Cairo ICT.

The event will also feature the launch of a new
initiative titled “Khayal” (Imagination), dedicated to
honoring the best short film created using AI. This
initiative is being organized in collaboration with
Aromo and Highlight, as part of efforts to expand the
scope of events linking technology with creativity
and content creation.

Responding to a question from Alam Rakamy
regarding the services Forbes will provide through
this partnership with Cairo ICT, Hisham Al-Omian,
Director of Digital Media at Forbes Middle East,
emphasized that Egypt represents a vital and pivotal
market for the organization. He noted plans to
increase Forbes’ presence in the Egyptian market

in the coming period by organizing more events
and supporting Egyptian companies and youth. He
added that the Forbes Middle East team includes over
200 Egyptians, noting the immense capabilities of
Egyptian talent and the strong drive among Egyptian
youth to work, grow, and succeed.

He emphasized the organization’s commitment to
expanding cooperation with successful companies
in Egypt, stating that Forbes Middle East’s doors
are open to companies, institutions, and media
professionals. He highlighted journalists as essential
partners in reporting accurate news and covering
events and activities, expressing his appreciation for
the media professionals who follow the organization’s
work and help convey its news to the public.
Al-Omian noted that the continued success of Forbes
Middle East rests on public trust, transparency,
and credibility. He explained that, unlike some
other media organizations, the company does not
rely on government financial support; instead, it
relies on public trust and the relationships it has
built with companies, event organizers, and media
professionals—factors that have been key strengths
since its inception 110 years ago.

Responding to a question from Alam Rakamy
regarding the role of partnerships in boosting
presence and collaboration within the Egyptian
market, Al-Omian revealed plans to increase the
number of Forbes Middle East events in Egypt over
the coming year. He explained that the organization
aims to host specialized events in Cairo and return to
Sharm El-Sheikh for new events, noting that these
initiatives are designed to strengthen connections
with the business community and provide greater
opportunities for Egyptian companies, youth, and
local talent to engage and network with investors and
decision-makers.

Mohamed Shibl, Executive Vice President of Orange

Egypt:

“Egypt is currently building the infrastructure for its future digital economy, and we
are committed to being an active partner in constructing this ecosystem.”

By: Bakinam Khaled
Engineer =~ Mohamed  Shibl,
Executive Vice President of

Orange Egypt, emphasized that

itself as an integral part of this
journey. We do not see our role
merely as a telecommunications
provider, but as a comprehensive

Global Buybacks Surge 26.8%
as Technology and Al Drive

Corporate Cash Returns

By ; Rasha Hagag
Global share buybacks surged 26.8% year-

Interview conducted by:

Mohamed Tawfik, CEO of ACT Group:
We plan to List the company on the stock exchange within five years while
continuing regional and global exp

r

ansion with investments totaling $10 million,

on providing cybersecurity solutions
for Wi-Fi technologies in hotels

Egypt is witnessing a qualitative
shift in the ICT sector. Ambitions
are no longer limited to merely
digitizing services and business
operations; the goal has evolved
into building an integrated digital
economy capable of regional
growth and competitiveness.
This transformation is driven by
a suite of technologies that have
become fundamental to the future
economy — foremost among
them artificial intelligence, cloud
computing, cybersecurity, and
massive data centers.

These remarks were made
during the press conference
for the FDC Summit, an event
bringing together a select group of
specialists and decision-makers to
discuss the future of the connected

world, digital transformation,
cybersecurity, and smart
technologies.

Shibl noted, “We meet today at a
critical juncture. Data centers, in
particular, have become more than
just technological infrastructure;
they represent the foundation
that will enable the next phase of
the digital economy. If we aim to
expand in Al, cloud computing,
and digital services—and to
attract global technology firms and
regional digital workloads—we
require infrastructure capable of
accommodating this growth.”

He added, “This is where the state’s
vision aligns with opportunities for

“DusitThani
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the private sector: building massive,
scalable data centers supported
by robust telecommunications
networks, international cables, and
advanced computing capabilities,
thereby  reinforcing  Egypt’s
position as a regional digital hub.”
The Executive Vice President of
Orange stated that Egypt possesses
key attributes that position it well
for this role: a strategic geographic
location linking Europe, Africa,
and Asia; robust submarine
cable and telecommunications
infrastructure; and a large domestic
market alongside a growing pool
of human talent.

Shibl emphasized that
infrastructure is not an end in itself;,
the ultimate goal is to transform
this infrastructure into tangible
economic value. This is where
artificial intelligence emerges as a
primary driver for the next phase,
enabling increased efficiency,
enhanced customer and citizen
experiences, improved decision-
making, and the creation of new
business models and services.
He explained that Orange views

technology  partner—connecting
networks to data centers, data
centers to the cloud, and the
cloud to artificial intelligence—
and ultimately translating these

capabilities into real-world
solutions and value for our
customers and the Egyptian

economy. This highlights the
importance of the FDC Summit;
the true value of this event lies not
merely in showcasing the latest
technologies, but in uniting the
government, the private sector,
investors, technology companies,
and customers around a shared
goal.

“At Orange, we take pride
in our role in this journey—
building and supporting national
infrastructure projects. We reaffirm
our commitment to continued
investment in telecommunications,
data centers, cloud computing,
cybersecurity, the Internet of
Things (IoT), and artificial
intelligence, while simultaneously
fostering local and international

partnerships and building
capabilities.”
“Today, Egypt is laying the

infrastructure for its future digital
economy. We have the opportunity
to transform this infrastructure into
a growth platform—not only for
Egypt but for the entire region—
and Orange is committed to being
an active partner in building this
ecosystem and shaping this future.”

on-year to $572.0bn in the second quarter
of 2026, driven by increased profitability
among technology and financial companies,
according to the latest Janus Henderson
Global Dividend and Buyback Index.
Technology was at the centre of the increase,
overtaking financials to become the largest
source of buybacks globally, with companies
repurchasing $121.1bn of shares during
the quarter. Strong profitability has so far
enabled leading technology companies to
combine significant shareholder returns
with rising investment in Al infrastructure,
including data centres and computing
capacity. Technology also recorded the
fastest underlying dividend growth of any
industry, at 23.5%, with payouts totalling
$70.5bn.

Global dividends also remained resilient,
reaching $757.8bn in Q2. Underlying
dividend growth was 7.3%, with positive
underlying growth recorded across every
region covered by the Index. Headline
growth was lower at 3.2%, largely reflecting
payment timing effects.

Financials continued to play a central role in
global capital returns, with banks rebuilding
dividends towards more normal historical
levels following years of recovery and
increasingly using buybacks to distribute
additional surplus capital. The industry
remained the largest contributor to dividends,
distributing $239.7bn in Q2, with underlying
growth of 8.1%.

The trend was particularly evident in the UK,
where companies in the Index distributed
$39.5bn in dividends. Growth reached
14.6%, well above the global rate, with banks
leading the increase.

Khaled Hassan
Prepared by: Mohamed
Essam
In response to a question from Alam
Rakamy , Engineer Mohamed Tawfik,
CEO of ACT Group, confirmed
that the group’s technology exports
have exceeded 40% of its total
annual revenues—which reached
approximately EGP 2 billion. This
reflects a growth rate of about 75%
in the first half of 2026 compared
to the first half of 2025, driven by
the company’s strategy to expand
into several regional markets—most
notably Saudi Arabia and the UAE—
as well as plans to establish a presence
in global markets, particularly in
Southeast Asia, Europe, and Africa.
He added that the group plans to
invest $10 million to strengthen its
partnerships and presence in overseas
markets, pursuing this expansion
either through the acquisition of
other companies or by opening new
ACT Group offices. Separating
Management from Ownership
Responding to a question from Alam
Rakamy regarding the company’s
vision for listing on the stock
exchange, Tawfik stated that the
Group plans to list its shares on the
Egyptian Exchange within the next
five years. This move aligns with
its vision to completely separate
ownership from management, secure
the necessary funding to execute its
expansion strategy, and forge new
local and regional partnerships.
These remarks were made during a
press conference held by ACT Group

at its headquarters in Smart Village.
The event outlined the new phase of
the Group’s growth and expansion
strategy, which focuses on evolving
its business model, strengthening its
regional and international presence,
and increasing investments in talent
and professional services.

In response to a question from
Alam  Rakamy regarding the
company’s vision for supporting
entrepreneurship, Engineer Mohamed
Tawfik, CEO of ACT Group, stated
that one of the Group’s subsidiaries
is actively establishing a business
incubator. This facility aims to host
entrepreneurs  and  innovators—
particularly in the fields of artificial
intelligence and cybersecurity. The
Group has already successfully
deployed two Al applications on
the global Oracle platform. Tawfik
emphasized that the company remains
committed to supporting innovators
and entrepreneurs in developing
novel solutions to address various
challenges faced by businesses in
the hospitality, hotel, and restaurant
sectors. Protecting Hotel Guest Data
Responding to a question from Alam
Rakamy regarding the Group’s focus

and protecting user data, Mohamed
Tawfik emphasized that this was a key
factor in the Group recently obtaining
a cybersecurity certification from
NTI. This certification enables the
Group to provide solutions that secure
user data and protect against security
threats.

During the conference, Engineer
Mohamed Tawfik, CEO of the ACT
Group, outlined the Group’s vision
for the coming years. He highlighted
a shift toward a business model that
relies more heavily on sector-specific
specialization and the delivery of
integrated ~ professional  services
tailored to client needs across the
various markets where the Group
operates.

He explained that the Group currently
operates through three main business
sectors—Enterprise, Hospitality, and
Food & Beverage—supported by a
team of over 500 professional services
specialists who provide consulting,
implementation, operational, and
technical support services.

Tawfik also presented the Group’s
plans for continued expansion into
regional and international markets,
noting that it is currently executing
projects in over 120 countries and
maintains an operational presence
through four offices outside Egypt.
Regarding the Egyptian market, ACT
showcased its network of offices
and operations, which includes
the headquarters at Smart Village,
the Mohandessin office, the new
operational hub in Maadi, and the
logistics center in Abu Rawash.

MolAT launches Factory Forward UAE to accelerate technology transformation, strengthen industry

Organizations with trustworthy AI practices are 13 times more likely to see strong ROL, per study findings

By : Wael Magdy

The Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MolAT) today introduced
Factory Forward UAE, a national initiative
that unifies the country’s industrial technology
transformation programs under one platform.
The initiative will help strengthen the UAE’s
industrial sector, support the National Strategy
for Industry and Advanced Technology, and
accelerate the use of advanced technology in
factories. It will also strengthen the UAE’s
position as a global center for advanced
industry and an attractive destination for
investment and partnerships.By increasing
the use of Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR)
tools across UAE industry, Factory Forward
UAE aims to help factories respond more

quickly to change, be more efficient, compete
more effectively, and grow high value
national industries.

The initiative supports manufacturers
throughout their technology transformation.
It helps them understand what technology
they need, identify opportunities to improve,
and use 4R tools. It also connects them with
technical experts, technology providers,
support programs, and financing.

Factory Forward UAE  will also
share examples of successful factory
transformations and real-world uses of
technology. This will help manufacturers
learn what has worked elsewhere and choose
the right solutions to improve their operations
and efficiency.

Factory Forward brings together programs
and support that have already helped more
than 700 factories. This includes more than
620 factories assessed through the Industrial
Technology Transformation Index (ITTI).
The initiative supports manufacturers at
every stage of their transformation by sharing
expertise and building partnerships. This
will help them compete, grow in local and
international markets, strengthen supply
chains, and support the wider industrial
sector.

His Excellency Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, Minister
of Industry and Advanced Technology,
said the initiative advances the goals of the
National Strategy for Industry and Advanced
Technology and Make it in the Emirates.

By : Sarah Noureldeen

A new SAS report with research insights
by IDC, based on a global survey of 2,699
business and technology decision-makers
across 28 countries, uncovers what’s
powering the organizations winning the
race to profit from their Al investments:
embracing  trustworthy Al  measures.
Organizations applying trustworthy Al
practices were 15 times more likely to report
strong return on investment (ROI) from their
Al projects.

As identified in the second annual Data and
Al Impact Report: The New Economics
of Trust, organizations with the strongest
governance, data quality and auditability
practices — a comparatively small market

segment — consistently outperformed
peers, reporting at least double the ROI
from Al deployments. Fewer than one in
20 trustworthy Al ‘laggard’ organizations
reported the same.

The findings carry particular weight in Egypt,
which ranked first in Africa and 51st globally
out of 195 countries in Oxford Insights’ 2025
Government Al Readiness Index - a climb
of 14 places in a single year. The ranking
reflects the momentum behind Egypt’s
National Al Strategy (2025-2030), which
targets a 7.7% Al contribution to GDP and
the training of 30,000 Al specialists by 2030.
As the country scales its Al ambitions across
government and industry, the SAS report’s
findings underscore what will determine

whether that growth translates into returns:
not just deploying Al faster, but deploying it
in ways employees and regulators can trust
and explain.

“When Al works, it’s incredibly impactful,”
said Bryan Harris, CTO at SAS. “However,
it is well documented that state-of-the-art
agents can have error rates that exceed 25%
on complex tasks[3] — which is unacceptable
in high-stakes decision-making. In order
to achieve accuracy and repeatability,
organizations must embed domain expertise
into agentic workflows, while keeping people
at the center of governance and oversight.
Organizations that do this successfully will
close the trust gap and gain a competitive
advantage in the market with AL.”
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